


























Old Plantatiomn

INTERIOR "OLD PLANTATION"—MIDWAY.

According to the official guidebook, the Old Plantation was an exact copy of the plantations of the South,
including real cabins where enslaved people lived that were taken down and rebuilt on the grounds of the
Trans-Mississippi Exposition. The guidebook says the 12 cabins were “occupied by genuine darkies” (“darkie” is
a very offensive term for Black people that is not ever used today) doing tasks that enslaved people would have
performed, like weaving cotton cloth and using cotton gins.

The Old Plantation was one of the most popular shows at the Trans-Mississippi Exposition. Its demonstration of
plantation life is-not what made it popular. What drew crowds was its musical talent, including banjo players
and singers, which the guidebook again called “a large company of darkies illustrating the dances of the colored
people.” The guidebook also said that sadly, “this is one of the few entertainments which a new generation will
not be able to produce.” Now, we can'recognize the “Old Plantation” as offensive and racist. It reduced free
Black people , many of whom were alive to fight for their freedom, to stereotypes of enslavement instead of
recognizing their progress and accomplishments.



California Gold M [ilmihnvg' Twunnel
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Gold had been discovered about 50 years before the Trans-Mississippi Exposition, leading to a rush of settlers in
Western states like Nevada and California. Many settlers who intended to become gold miners stopped before
they reached these states, instead creating homes in Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, and Wyoming. Because the
Gold Rush was so important to the history of the American West, organizers included a gold mining tunnel on

the Midway so visitors could experience what it was like to go deep underground to search for gold.

This demonstration took visitors 500 feet underground in a cage elevator, where they met with guides who

helped them explore 800 feet of dark tunnels and trails. The guides explained the process of extracting the

precious metal from the Earth. Many visitors flocked to this “unique form of entertainment,” as it was a real
reproduction of the mines in California.




Bucth of Owr Natiomn

A building was constructed in the style of the Puritans, people you might think of as the Pilgrims who landed at
Plymouth Rock in 1620 and celebrated the first Thanksgiving. Exhibits inside the building told the story of the
Pilgrims as American heroes and the events of the early years of their settlement. Organizers of the Trans-
Mississippi Exposition thought that this building might be especially important for young people who had only
ever lived in the Midwest to visit, as they had not experienced life on the East Coast and didn’t know as much
about the founding of the United States.



Camnera Obscurra

THEY ARE ONTO YOU -

T'rom the

CAMERA OBSGURA;:

First show nn Midway: firat
show in point of interest
everywhere.

The camera obscura was a darkened room,
tent, or building that had a tiny hole drilled

into the wall, so the rays of light from the
outside could be projected onto the wall. The
projection would show an upside-down image
of the view outside the tiny hole.

The camera obscura technology was developed into the first cameras in the decades before the Trans-
Mississippi Exposition, so many people — especially children —had never seen original camera obscuras before
attending the Exposition. The official guidebook notes that the camera obscura on the Exposition’s Midway was
“a source of amusement to young and old...the little ones are especially delighted with the constantly changing
picture, thrown on a large screen, and shout when the familiar face of a friend appears in the moving scene
upon the screen...the performance is well-nigh continuous.” The camera obscura building also had electric fans,
a new technology for 1898, so it was cool inside even on the hottest days. This made the camera obscura a very
popular exhibit.















