
 

 

Omaha Public Schools 

Activity Title: Redlining in Omaha and the Civil Rights Movement 

Prepared by Ms. Kisicki, Bryan High School 

Intended Audience: students in U.S. History 

Background: This activity was designed in conjunction with student history projects exploring the impact of redlining on 

African American and working class and working poor immigrant neighborhoods in eastern Omaha. Their projects can be 

found here: http://invisiblehistory.ops.org/StudentProjects/RedlininginOmaha/tabid/1335/Default.aspx 

 

 

 

Map Analysis 

Group Activity Whole Class Activity  

Redlining impacts in the Civil 

Rights Movement  

- Analyze primary source 

documents 

- Understanding the 

impact of redlining 

beyond maps and data  

Same 

Sources needed - Omaha Star Newspaper 

picture and caption  

(Artifact A) 

- Omaha star article  

(Artifact B) 

- Oral History of Arthur 

Pittman  (Artifact C) 

- Oral History of Robert 

Meyers  (Artifact D) 

- Aerial Photographs of 

North Omaha from 

2018 & 1962   (Artifact 

E) 

same 

How to record information/ to 

get students to breakdown the 

info 

- Graphic organizer  same 

How the activity will look 

 

 

 

- Students will break up 

into groups of 4-5 

- Groups will spend 10-12 

minutes with each 

artifact and fill out 

- Strategically place the 

documents in an order 

from hardest to 

breakdown to easiest to 

breakdown 

http://invisiblehistory.ops.org/StudentProjects/RedlininginOmaha/tabid/1335/Default.aspx


Total time: 1 class period with 

preview and activity 

appropriate boxes on 

graphic organizer 

- Then repeat process 

until all artifacts have 

been viewed 

- Bring students back 

together to discuss the 

articles as a whole. 

- Go through 2 as a whole 

group on the board and 

have students fill out their 

own graphic organizer  

- Then have students do 1 

with an elbow partner 

with whole group check 

- Then have students do 2 
with partner no group 
check 

 

 

Formative Individual 

Assessment  

- Have students answer a 

short answer 

(compare/contrast) 

Same 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Handout  

Name: _________________________ Class: _____________________ Date:_____________________ 

Redlining’s Impact in Omaha 

 Who  What  When  Where  Why 

Omaha Star 
Newspaper 
picture and 
caption 
 
 
 
 

     

Omaha star 
article 
 

 

     

Oral History of 
Arthur Pittman 
 
 
 

     

Oral History of 
Robert Meyers  
 
 
 

     

Aerial Footage 
from 2018 & 
1962  
 
 

     

 Who made this 
source? OR Who 
what is this 
source? 

  What does the 
document say? Is 
it biased? What is 
the tone? 

When was this 
source created? 
What historical 
events were 
occurring? 
 

Where did it 
come from? 

 

Why was this 
document 
included in this 
activity? 

What do all these documents have in common? 

 

Can you write out an answer guide for this part?  Can be bullet points! 

How did the redlining impact Omaha? 

 

 

 

Think back to the 1950s, and the 1920s activities with Redlining and the Great Migration. Has Omaha been impacted? Yes or 

No? Explain.   

 



 

 

 

ANSWER SHEET  

Redlining’s Impact in Omaha 

 Who  What  When  Where  Why 

Omaha Star 
Newspaper 
picture and 
caption 
 
 
 
 

African 
American 
newspaper 
 
 

Picture of 
concerned 
Omaha citizens 
on their way to 
Lincoln 

April 14th 1967 Omaha/Lincoln To testify for fair 
housing 

Omaha star 
article 
 

 

African 
American 
newspaper 
 
 

Talks about 
students trying 
to change 
housing 
practices that 
discriminate 
against A-A 

April 21st, 1967 Omaha In order to bring 
attention to the 
issue 

Oral History of 
Arthur Pittman 
 
 
 

Arthur Pittman 
conducted by 
Dr.Mihelich  

His story and 
pictures  

Interviews 
conducted from 
1983-1984 

Omaha His experience 
trying to buy a 
house in white 
neighborhood 
and how difficult 
it was even if 
you had money.  

Oral History of 
Robert Meyers  
 
 
 

Robert Meyers 
conducted by 
Dr.Mihelich 

His story and 
pictures  

Interviews 
conducted from 
1983-1984 

Omaha He had to pay a 
white man to 
pose as him in 
order to build his 
house until it 
was complete.  

Aerial Footage 
from 2018 & 
1962  
 
 

Images retrieved 
from 
https://www.do
gis.org/ on 
9/18/19. 
 

Maps of the 
same area in  
different time 
periods  

2018 & 1962 24th and Franklin 
area 

In the 2018  
aerial photos, 
the buildings  
along the same 
stretch of 24th 
Street are gone; 
they have been 
replaced by 
empty lots. 



 
Shows what has 
changed.  

 Who made this 
source? OR Who 
what is this 
source? 

  What does the 
document say? Is 
it biased? What is 
the tone? 

When was this 
source created? 
What historical 
events were 
occurring? 
 

Where did it 
come from? 

 

Why was this 
document 
included in this 
activity? 

What do all these documents have in common? 

They all tell the story of redlining and its impact on Omaha and its citizens. 

 

How did the redlining impact Omaha? 

Answers may vary  

 

 

Think back to the 1950s, and the 1920s activities with Redlining and the Great Migration. Has Omaha been impacted? Yes or 

No? Explain.   

Answers may vary  

 

 

 

 

  



 

ARTIFACTS:  The following artifacts are used in this teaching activity. 

Artifact A:  Omaha Star Newspaper Photograph and Caption. 

Citation: Omaha Star, April 14, p. 1 (1967) 

 

  



 

Artifact B:  Version 1: Omaha Star Fair Housing Article 

Citation: Omaha Star, April 21, p.3 (1967)   (Teacher note: Typed out version just below) 

 



 

ARTIFACT B, Version 2- Typed Out. 

Omaha Star, April 21, 1967, p. 3 

Youth Makes Plea for Fair Housing Bill 

 

“I’m tired of living in the Housing Project,” a 13-year old girl told members of the Unicameral Legislature’s 

Miscellaneous Subjects Committee Thursday afternoon at the State House in Lincoln. “If we play on the grass, we will get 

kicked out. If we play in the streets, the police get after us.” 

Rajuana Washington, 2008 North 30th Ave., explained to the Committee that when her family had attempted to 

find a home outside of the Negro ghetto “there was always some reason why they couldn’t sell to us” when they found the 

family was Negro. 

 “LB358 would help us find a home,” the Tech Junior High student declared.  “I hope you will pass it.” 

 Rajuana was one of an array of speakers who appeared before the Committee urging that Sen. Edward Danner’s 

statewide fair housing practices bill will sent to the floor of the Unicameral for consideration.  The Committee held the 

measure for further action.   

 An Omaha school teacher told the Committee that the restriction of the housing market to the Negro produces 

“staggering” overall effects on the child as well as the school community.  

 Marjorie Lennox, speaking for the Omaha Chapter of Links, Inc., explained most often when the child comes to 

school from those condition he is “tired and out-of-sort.”   

 The lack of space, privacy and adequate fixtures in the home make life unpleasant for him,” the Lothrop 

kindergarten teacher declared.    “…How can he concentrate on learning history and the democratic way of life when he 

spent the night battling the rat around the bed he shares with his three or four brothers and sisters.  What possible 

identification could he with Tom, Susan and Pony and their sterile, orderly way of life?” 

 Miss Lenox asked, “Education, for what?” 

 “Does he see himself doomed to a slum existence after efforts of his family have failed to removed them from this 

environment solely because of the color of their skin,” she further inquired.  “Therefore, for what reason does a Negro 

slum-dweller need an education.”   

 She explained that the school community is attempted many approaches to solve its problems, adding that the 

school cannot remove the child “from his environment . . . (nor) protect the child from peer group dynamics and slum 

conditions.” 

 She said an open housing market “so those with the desire as well as the financial status could obtain dwellings 

suitable to their needs” would aid in relieving “overcrowded and unhealthy condition” and provide that “incentive and 

motivation for learning and responsible citizenship lacking now.” 

 A Gering Nebr. Creighton University student told the Committee that LB 358 should become law because it is 

lawful, just, profitable and most of all, necessary.”  

 Joe Masek, speaking for the 10-school Nebraska Intercollegiate Association for Human Relations, declared that 

“justice demands that the unfair distinction of being in a minority group should not be a barrier to rights which all citizens 

should demand and receive.”   

 He said the Danner-sponsored measure would be an “obvious step forward in the alleviation of the ghetto 

problem” and provide “a key for breaking out of the vicious cycle of poverty and unemployment in which minority groups 

are caught.” 



 Jack Clayter, executive director of the Omaha Urban League, told the Committee that “adequate shelter is a basic 

need for individual and family life.”  

 We believe that every family should be free to select its shelter in accord with its interest, needs and finances and 

should not be limited in its bid into a total housing supply to achieve that goal.”  Clayter asserted.   

 Clayter cited figures showing that 58 percent of the houses in the Negro ghetto in Omaha were built before 1939.   

 “Because of the high overcrowding and old houses in the Near Northside area, the Negro home buyer would have 

to look outside this area if he wishes to buy a decent, safe and sanitary home,” he said.  

 Harvey L. Anderson, personnel specialist with Northern Natural Gas Co., said that efforts to attract industry and 

recruit top flight Negro students into employment in Omaha is being hampered by the lack of fair housing legislation.   

 He pointed out that one of the first question potential Negro employees ask is  

whether there is fair housing in practice in Omaha.  

Anderson, who served as executive secretary of the Omaha Human Relations Board, explained that the greatest 

critical area is that of rentals, especially apartments.   

A member of the Humans Relations Board declared that Omaha “is presently a very turbulent area . . . because of 

racial unrest and social discord.   

Mylles E. Rheingrover, co-chairman of the Board’s housing committee, said in a prepared statement that “some of 

the causes of such unrest can be attribute to the any city’s history of racial segregation in respect to housing.” 

He said there exists, “a concerted effort on behalf of certain interests to prevent residential mobility” and that 

because of this a fair housing bill is needed.   

 

END OF ARTICLE 

  



 

 

Artifact C: Oral History Interview with Arthur Pittman (Excerpt) 

Citation: Oral history interview of Arthur B. Pittman. (1983-1984) Conducted by Dr. Mihelich.  

(Courtesy of The Douglas County Historical Society.) 

 

 



 

Artifact D. History Interview with Robert Myers (Excerpt)  (1983-1984) Conducted by Dr. Mihelich.  

(Courtesy of The Douglas County Historical Society.) 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Artifact E: Aerial Photographs from North Omaha, 2018 & 1962 

 

2018 Aerial Photograph of Omaha’s North 24th Street, from Grace St. to Franklin St. 

 



 

 

1962 Aerial Photograph of Omaha’s North 24th Street, from Grace St. to Franklin St. 


