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3 School locations 
226 students 
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By the end of the school year, there were 
almost one thousand students in attendance. 

The new schools were short-lived. When 
Civil War broke out, the schools were closed, 

due to lack of funds. They were not 
reopened until 1863. 
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"President 
of learning, 
and a great teacher 

of the bench, 

houses 
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5, 876 students 
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Garfiled's idea of a great institution 
-- a boy on one end of a bench 

on the other, without 
regard to the style of building or the quality 

-- was the correct one. .... In 
a city like ours, where there is a constant 
demand for more school room, and new 

are all the time being built, it is easy 
to forget that it is the teachers and not 

school houses that make schools." 

--Henry M. James, Superintendent. 
Omaha, Aug. 30, 1884 

Superintendent's Report to 
the Board of Education 
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47 Buildings 
19,567 students 

473 teachers 

Before 1907, high school graduation classes 
were barely in the double digits. Just 2 years 
after the Free High School act was passed by 
the state, the graduating class numbered 215; 

80 boys and 135 girls. Previously, students 
were required to pay a small tuition fee and 

purchase their own books. 
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60 schools 
39, 000 students (approximate) 

500 teachers (approximate) 

"Theodore Roosevelt .... and hundreds of 
others have heralded the important place 
of the public schools and the danger to 
the civilization should we fail to support 
them adequately. Many have warned the 

American people that in this period of 
depression, schools must be maintained in?Q'~~~~~, 

order that there be 'NO FORGOTTEN CHILD'." .. 
Speech by 

Dr. H. W. Anderson, Superintendent 
World Herald, Sept. 10, 1933. 
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82 Schools 
46,222 students 
1,628 teachers 

The Omaha Public School District 
doubled in size during the 1950s, 

growing from 45 to 90 square miles. 

Junior High Schools were established 
"as a relief valve for crowded high schools 
and as a tool for revamping the secondary 

curriculum. 

--Omaha World Herald, Jan. 3, 1960 
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41,699 students 
2,033 teachers 

Magnet schools, designed to promote 
voluntary integration, were begun in this 

period. In 1981, Druid Hill became the 
first magnet grade school in the Omaha 
Public School District, offering a special 

program in science and mathematics. 

942 students applied for 150 openings at 
the school. Students were selected at 
random. Each student application was 
assigned a number. A pencil was then 

dropped onto a sheet of random numbers, 
the number closest to where the pencil hit 
was looked up on a chart and matched to 
a student's number. It took 90 minutes to 
select the students for the new program. 

--Omaha World Herald, May 12, 1981 
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The district is experiencing is highest 
enrollment since the peak in 1970-71. 

A new elementary school in the northwest 
portion of the district is set to open this fall 

near 144th and Fort St. The Saddlebrook 
Joint Facility project is a collaborative effort 
between the Omaha Public Schools, Omaha 
Public Library and City of Omaha Parks and 

Recreation for a community based public 
use facility. 
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