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OUR MISSION:  
SHAPING THE MINDS AND THE 
HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE WHO 

WILL CHANGE THE WORLD

OUR VALUES:  
COMMUNITY | EXCELLENCE 

BELONGING | KINDNESS | PURPOSE



A MISSION-DRIVEN  
SCHOOL

Our commitment to scholarship and deep 
learning is at the heart of everything we do, and 
our teachers are both masters of their disciplines 
and experts in meeting children wherever they 
are in their journey. They work hard every day to 
create learning environments in which students 
are both challenged and celebrated: from a PK 
sensory project and Kindergarten reading lesson 
to Grade 7 theater electives and a capstone 
research seminar in Grade 12. 

The SPA experience is not just about lessons 
and achievements. At SPA, every interaction 
and activity is infused with our five core values: 
community, excellence, kindness, belonging, and 
purpose. We foster an environment where every 
student feels valued, heard, and connected to 
the larger community. When your child walks 
through these doors, you’ll be part of a mosaic 
of diverse voices, backgrounds, and dreams. 
This rich tapestry not only ensures that everyone 

When you join us at St. Paul Academy 

and Summit School, you become a part 

of a community that is committed to 

shaping the minds and the hearts of the 

people who will change the world. Here, 

we believe in the power of education for 

the greater good, guiding our students to 

make a genuine and lasting impact both 

inside and beyond the classroom.

finds their place but also that we continuously 
learn from each other. 

The 2025-26 school year is my fourth as St. Paul 
Academy and Summit School’s Head of School 
and my 34th in independent school education, 
and I have a clear sense of what makes me proud 
to be a Spartan: our genuine and meaningful 
care for the minds and hearts of our students. As 
you navigate this next phase of your student’s 
academic journey, you’ll notice the many ways in 
which our community members live our values 
every single day. Above all, we hold deep beliefs 
in the talents and capabilities of our students. I 
hope you’ll join us as we continue living out our 
mission every day.

 
Dr. Luis Ottley 
Head of School
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Academic excellence is one of the pillars of the St. Paul Academy and Summit 
School experience. Our students are nurtured by master teachers from PK-12,  
who not only guide them through engaging subject matter content but also teach 
them how to learn.

But this tradition of excellence is about more than successful outcomes. It’s about making sure that 
excellence is available to everyone. Small class sizes allow our teachers to help students find their 
strengths and passions so that each one can excel in their own ways.

In the earliest grades, students spend two years with the same two-teacher team, allowing for a longer 
developmental arc and deeper understanding of each child’s needs. The Christopher Center Pathways 

Program also provides students with a primary diagnosis of 
dyslexia with specialized support from teachers trained in the 
Orton-Gillingham approach. 

In the Middle School, students don't simply learn about science 
or history or literature; they are active participants in these 
disciplines. They are scientists, authors, researchers, and 
musicians. And the Upper School, characterized by advanced 
inquiry and seminar-based learning in special topics, prepares 
students to succeed in college and beyond.  

In fact, in believing excellence is for everybody, we see all of 
our institution’s core values come to life. When we include all 
students in academic success, they feel a sense of belonging 
and find their purpose to make a positive impact and live with 
kindness in their classrooms and their communities. 

EXCELLENCE FOR EVERYBODY
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NATIONAL MERIT FINALISTS IN THE  
LAST FIVE YEARS

48

NCAA ATHLETES IN THE LAST 5 YEARS, 
10 IN DIVISION 1

61

IN TUITION ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

$4.8M
SPOTLIGHT AWARDS

109

ZIP CODES REPRESENTED

80

STUDENTS OF COLOR

38%

CLUBS AND  
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS

45+
"So much of [my child's] successes
can be boiled down to skilled,  
caring teachers; a supportive  
community; and an approach that 
truly fits [his] learning style."

—SPA Lower School Parent



When I think about my time at St. Paul Academy and Summit 
School, I don’t just think about what I learned in classes like 
Calculus with Ms. Koenig or the History of Medicine with Dr. 
Sachs. I think about the fact that I learned how to learn. I 
learned to ask for help confidently and often. And I learned 
how to advocate for myself as a student. 

When I first arrived in Grade 9, I was new to the school and felt unsure 
about asking for help when I needed it. I found community on the soccer 
field with my teammates and in my advisory, where we got to know each 
other and started our day off supporting each other and having fun in 
small group sessions. Those moments of connecting with my classmates 
and advisors every day helped me not only build my confidence, but also 
see that SPA was there to support me no matter what I encountered.

I really started to see a difference when I was in Chemistry with Ms. 
Schmidt. I needed more support, and I think she met with me two or three 
times a week. The desire to help me learn the material was obvious, and 
in meeting with her and other teachers one-on-one during tutorial, I got 
the support I needed to succeed. I became a better student and learned 
that it’s okay to ask for help. In doing so, I built lasting connections with 
teachers. Now, as I move forward after SPA, I know that I can succeed in 
any subject and any environment. 

LEARNING 
HOW TO 
LEARN
EZRA STRAUB ’25
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It has always been my belief that what defines the 
excellence and the consistency in our curriculum at SPA 
is not what we teach: it’s how we teach. Teachers have a 
true joy for their craft and their disciplines, and that joy 
seeps into the fiber of their work on a daily basis. 

In my role as the PK-12 Director of Academic Programs, I ensure a 
cohesive academic program throughout the student experience 
at SPA. Most importantly, I capture and define the art of teaching 
that is so apparent in the classrooms here. Some of the masterful 
pedagogical designs that I observe in the classroom every day are 
an emphasis on student-to-student discussion and collaboration, 
regular inquiry-based and hands-on activities, and thoughtful 
classroom structures that set students up for success. 

This masterful teaching is not static. Teaching is a dynamic 
practice. From day to day and year to year, the students have 
different emotions and needs, and what might have been effective 
last year may not work with a new group. Like the daily classroom, 
the educational landscape is also changing. Generations face 
different societal issues, and the research of learning and brain 
science is constantly evolving. As part of my role, I lead the 
Academic Council, which sets the vision and strategic planning for 
the school’s academic program, both responding to the present 
challenges and innovating for the future.  

As we innovate, we also hold fast to our core principles, and one 
of those deeply-held beliefs is the importance of teaching the 
whole child. At SPA, we hold ourselves to our mission, which is 
not just to shape the minds but also the hearts of our students. In 
addition to planning thoughtful and engaging lessons, teachers 
make an effort to really get to know their students. Time and 
again, our graduates tell us that one of the most valued parts of 
their experience was the individual care and attention that their 
teachers gave them. 

Artful teaching is happening every day at SPA: in the classroom, 
during tutorial, in the hallways, and on the stage. In my role as 
PK-12 Director of Academic Programs, I make it my mission to 
fully understand the magic that our teachers are creating in 
the classroom. If we can name it, we can make sure it endures, 
providing a consistent and exceptional academic experience for 
every student.

“As we innovate, we 
also hold fast to our 
core principles, and 
one of those deeply-
held beliefs is the 
importance of 
teaching the 
whole child.”

THE CULTURE OF THE CLASSROOM  
FROM GRADES PK-12

NATALIE MCELLIGOTT, PK-12 DIRECTOR OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
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Student life at St. Paul Academy and Summit School is vibrant and varied. 
Whether your student is interested in pickleball and poetry or government 
and gardening, there’s a club for them. And our Affinity Groups and 
Special Interest Groups provide safe spaces for students to connect with 
peers who share common aspects of their identity. 

STUDENT LIFE: 
FIND YOUR PLACE AT SPA

UPPER SCHOOL: 
11 AFFINITY GROUPS

4 SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS

36 CLUBS/ACTIVITIES

MIDDLE SCHOOL: 
9 AFFINITY GROUPS

4 SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS

24 CLUBS/ACTIVITIES
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LOWER SCHOOL: 
5 AFFINITY GROUPS

4 SPECIAL INTEREST 
GROUPS



EVERYONE BELONGS HERE
At the heart of SPA’s diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging (DEIB) work is the belief 
that an educational community is at its best when it includes and values all identities, 
voices, perspectives, and experiences. At SPA, maintaining an inclusive environment is inherent to 
our mission and evident in our community: 38% of children enrolled at SPA in 2025-26 are students of color. 
Our faculty and staff also represent a broad range of diverse identities with regard to race, ethnicity, social 
class, religion, national origin, and sexual orientation. The school continues to invest in supporting students, 
staff, and faculty in ongoing development of knowledge, practice, and skills related to understanding, 
respecting, and connecting across all areas of DEIB. Everyone’s voice is essential here, and we work hard 
to ensure that all students have the opportunity to thrive and every family finds a place to belong in  
our community.

We expect every member of our 
community to contribute intentionally 
to a culture in which all can thrive in 
every aspect of school life. We promise 
to keep working to create a community 
of belonging through brave, respectful 
dialogue and through equitable and 
inclusive actions and policies that respect 
the dignity and humanity of all. After all, 
everyone has work to do.
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LIFE AT SPA
Life at SPA is made up of positive touchpoints and friendly resources. Learn more 
about some of our programming below, and reach out if you have any questions.

FINANCIAL AID: AFFORDING SPA 
While we ask every SPA family to make an investment in their child’s tuition, our robust financial aid  
program provides support for many families who qualify. 

Want to learn more about financial aid at SPA? Contact our Enrollment Office at enrollment@spa.edu or 
visit spa.edu/admission/tuition-and-financial-aid. 

PARENT ASSOCIATIONS: CONNECTING WITH FAMILIES 
As a community, we believe in a strong partnership between family and school. All parents and guardians 
are encouraged to find ways to participate in the school as their time allows. From Homecoming carnivals 
to social networking events, speaker series to back-to-school gatherings, our Parent Associations bring 
vibrancy and valuable support to our community. 

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS: PLANNING YOUR DAYS 
We get it — life’s busy. That’s why we offer enriching before and after school programming to support our 
Lower and Middle School students. In these supervised programs, students can participate in group  
activities, snack time, independent reading and homework, and outdoor play. In Middle School, they can even 
pursue co-curricular activities, like theater or Robotics/Lego League. 

ATHLETICS: THRIVING IN SPORTS 
We believe that athletics are a key part of teaching students to work in teams, overcome obstacles, and 
achieve both individual and collective goals. SPA students begin exploring team sports in Grade 3 and play 
interscholastically starting in Grade 6. We proudly support 90 teams in 17 sports, and we look forward to 
welcoming your athletes on our fields. 
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BUSING OPTIONS
SPA currently offers daily bus routes  
serving Minneapolis, Edina,  
Woodbury, and North Oaks. 

MINNEAPOLIS: Stops in Kenwood  
and surrounding areas

EDINA: Stops at Mount Olivet Chapel  
and Wooddale Park
NORTH OAKS: Stops at Shoreview 
Community Center and North Oaks 
Gatehouse
WOODBURY: Stops at Guardian 
Angels Church



PASSION IN SPORT
The life lessons learned through sports play a 
profound role in how students will contribute to 
society throughout their lives.
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*cooperative team

		   

Girls 	 Boys	 Lower School Clinics (CO-ED)

Cross Country (6–8) (9-12)   	 Cross Country (6–8) (9-12)	 Lacrosse (3-5)
Soccer (6–8) (9–12)   	 Football (9-12)* 	 Baseball (3-5)
Swimming and Diving (7–12)*   	 Flag Football (6-8)
Tennis (6–8) (9–12)	 Soccer (6–8) (9–12)
Volleyball (6–8) (9–12)
Flag Football (6–8)

Alpine Skiing (7–12)	 Alpine Skiing (7–12)	 Basketball (3-5)
Basketball (6–8) (9–12)	 Basketball (6–8) (9–12)	 Volleyball (3-5)	
Fencing (7-12)	 Fencing (7–12)	 Hockey (3-5)*
Hockey (6-8) (9–12)* 	 Hockey (6-8) (9-12)*
Nordic Skiing (6–8) (9-12)	 Nordic Skiing (6–8) (9-12)
Dance (7-12)	 Dance (7-12) 
	 Swimming and Diving (7–12)*

Golf (7–12)	 Baseball (6–8) (9–12)	 Track (3-5)
Lacrosse (6-8) (9–12)*	 Golf (7–12)	 Flag Football (3-5)
Softball (6–8) (9–12)*	 Lacrosse (6-8) (9–12)*	 Soccer (3-5)
Track (6–8) (9–12)	 Tennis (6–8) (9–12)
	 Track (6–8) (9–12)
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ATHLETIC OFFERINGS



At SPA, our teachers don’t just teach — they capture a spirit of 
learning that resonates throughout our halls across divisions.  
And what’s more, many of them remain committed to our community  
and return year after year to guide our students on their journeys.

THE CRAFT

35%
OF OUR INSTRUCTIONAL  

FACULTY HAVE BEEN WITH SPA 
FOR MORE THAN 10 YEARS.

80%
OF OUR INSTRUCTIONAL  

FACULTY HAVE A  
GRADUATE DEGREE.

"In the 33 years I have taught  

here, SPA’s commitment to 

belonging and inclusivity 

has only deepened and 

strengthened over time. 

Students and adults work to 

build deep connections with 

one another, are kind and 

compassionate, and treat 

each other with respect. It is 

a joyous and magical place 

to work and go to school!"
 —Nancy Gannon, Kindergarten teacher
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START YOUR SPA JOURNEY TODAY.
WWW.SPA.EDU



www.spa.edu


