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Superintendent Dr. Danielle Jones, Biography

Dr. Danielle Jones, a distinguished education leader and
U.S. Air Force veteran, began her tenure as Superintendent
of Orange County Schools on February 1, 2024. Under her
leadership, the district is committed to ensuring that every
student in Orange County Schools receives the support and
opportunities needed to thrive and prepare for life beyond
graduation.

During Dr. Danielle Jones' tenure as Superintendent of
Orange County Schools, the district has achieved
remarkable academic progress and historic milestones.
With a focus on results, 10 out of 13 schools earned a
School Performance Grade of C or higher for the
2023-2024 school year, and 12 out of 13 schools met or
exceeded growth targets—well above the state averages |

for both achievement and growth. Building on that

success, the 2024-2025 school year marked a first in district history, with 100 percent of
schools meeting or exceeding growth expectations. Additionally, five schools earned a
School Performance Grade of “B,” the highest number since 2017 and up from three in the
previous year. Student achievement also rose significantly, with grade-level proficiency
increasing by 3.5 points to 58.4 percent on state end-of-course and end-of-grade
assessments—3.4 points above the state average. Under Dr. Jones’ leadership, the district’s
four-year cohort graduation rate improved by more than seven points.

Prior to Orange County Schools, Dr. Jones served as assistant superintendent for middle
schools for Durham Public Schools (DPS), where she supervised twelve principals and
ensured the successful implementation of the district’s strategic plan. The schools in her
portfolio have consistently made impressive academic gains over time; in 2023, all twelve
schools increased proficiency levels, and half were in the top 20% of schools in the state for
their academic growth. Prior to becoming assistant superintendent, Dr. Jones served as a
coach and principal supervisor for DPS, where her leadership directly contributed to
district-high gains in 6th and 8th grade math. Dr. Jones also served as a highly successful
principal and assistant principal in Franklin County Schools and a teacher in the Wake
County Public School System. She began her career as a middle school teacher in
Youngsville, North Carolina.
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Dr. Jones is a graduate of the North Carolina School Superintendents’ Association (NCSSA)
Aspiring Superintendents Executive Leadership Program. Her leadership has been
recognized with the 2022 Dr. Sam J. Houston, Jr. Leadership Award from NCSSA and the
2022 Central Office Personnel to Watch Award from the North Carolina Association for
Middle Level Education. Her commitment to education is complemented by her four years
of service in the US Air Force.

In addition to her practical experience, Dr. Jones is a distinguished three-time graduate of
North Carolina State University, holding a Doctorate of Education in Education
Administration and Supervision, a Master of School Administration, and a Bachelor of
Science in Business Management.

Dr. Jones has been married to Carlton Jones, for more than 25 years, and they have two
children, Courtney and Corey.
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