Kyrene de la Mirada - Leadership Academy

November 2025

A Message from Mrs. Anderson

Dear Families,

November is here, and it’s already shaping up to be a busy and exciting month! Between special
events, holidays, and classroom celebrations, the days will fly by before we know it. As you’re
making your to-do lists, please remember how important it is to make your voice heard—be
sure to drop off your ballot today if you haven’t already. Every vote truly makes a difference in
our community. Ballots must be turned in by 7pm. The closest drop box location is at Pecos
Community Center at 17010 S. 48th St. Phoenix 85048 (near Kohls). You can look for other
locations online at https://elections.maricopa.gov/voting/where-to-vote.html.

We also want to take a moment to express our heartfelt gratitude to all of our veterans for their
service and sacrifice. Your courage and dedication inspire our students and staff every day.

MORNING DROP OFF SAFETY CONCERNS: We’ve noticed some families using the parking lot
to drop off students in the morning. This creates unsafe conditions for students and disrupts
parking lot traffic. Please remember that the parking lot is for parking only. Drop offs should
take place in the designated loop.

If you need to park, please walk your child to the building using one of the cross walks. This
helps keep everyone safe and ensures that cars and pedestrians can move safely through the


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/eFLb85Xt228fQYlKGZ-Xnw%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/7tifuTESmhJI_hMRSl320phZK5-lT-8LDKF1I4ciyGwOxv2iW94VgIA02ggvD_kDdMSdD0jG2tBBWTfkAH2X91Zup3GBkdvwbugrL74akFszYPZzBV2Jq2JkfBWbiaTRRbsri0KjcwtQynGlwt3Zb2ChnkffJ6uy19KInwjc-Aw%7E

lot and loop. Children live what they learn. Let’s show them safety, courtesy, and care-even in
the parking lot. Thank you for helping us make arrival and dismissal safe for all students!

Finally, we’re looking forward to seeing everyone at our Fall Festival this Friday—it’s always a
wonderful time to celebrate together as a school community! Please see the Fall Fest flyers
below for information on how to purchase tickets. Please remember this is not a drop off
event. Students must be accompanied by a parent at all times.

Warmly,
Michelle Anderson

Principal

2025 Maintenance & Override Election-DROP OFF BALLOTS BY 7PM TODAY!

The Kyrene Governing Board has called for a special election on November 4, 2025, as
recommended by the Long Range Planning Committee. The measure calls for the continuation
of the Maintenance & Operations (M&Q) Override. This override is a voter-approved initiative

that generates 15% additional maintenance and operations funding for schools.

M&O Overrides provide additional funding to support people, positions, and programs that
would not be possible with state funding alone—such as teacher salaries, special area
instruction and targeted student-support services.

Kyrene Long Range Planning Committee


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/3UOC7_9M-ujH1RY6yySZ-w%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/1ndIJkRAdvKiglVsQZ104ok52ckob66Op80AXbwu1rHnph19H9MMXgHxJhBsmdkAh4zT9SWd3DIrSooHnL1E1r-MMQNV0UJi0fo737aZzCYTUGik3Wrz5DRS5PK-T2X0as2HbvAigD4QMksSq8iCWr4XX3nF6OoZPSHHR9GCTKGIHWhSz-xDjW_7FrOxc2lyMfUAg7vK8QXF-C-UnD8Jm-G4FbeXIqT6nFCBgQS-1SmXk7i00ZzydQdwj4k8Z8KPolgjzOHBo0RbOqvx6vCgZw%7E%7E
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/zTVPutphhSiNjKnGompasw%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/Zlcpd8HQhJvxm-caOxGN6NGhTs-zojozQHZ-otGixVrHBxOb4NuJalDl_Z7LcxL07uHrRdmpOehEE5kn30wwDUfKyehA17Ul5dYc1FlIgsqGXg-q1idQtaFN54khcwYT

Prioritizing Spending on Classroom

Investment
Student Success st e
Kyrene consistently invests more money into classroom

needs when compared to peer and state averages.

KyreneSchoolDistrict

Maintenance & Operations
Override Continuation Fact Sheet

One out of every five Kyrene teaching Kyrene dedicates approximately

positions is funded by the M&0 Override. 75% of the operational budget
The Kyrene Governing Board has called for a special election on November 4, 2025. The measure calls for the to classroom spending, while
continuation of the Maintenance & Operations (M&0) Override. This override is a voter-approved initiative that 25% supports non-classroom
generates 15% additional maintenance and operations funding for schools. in Arizona for directing operations.

the highest percentage IS ooh

M&0 Overrides provide additional funding to support people, positions, and programs that would not be possible :31’;”; S‘Ihm“i_h“'; the ” of operational spending
with state funding alone—such as teacher salaries, special area instruction and targeted student-support services. chools of Excellence tothe

designation from the AEF.

M&O OVERRIDE CONTINUATION $14.6M

Special Area Instruction
7 Ensures access to art, music, language, and physical
“wZ77 education across all Kyrene schools

Reduced Class Sizes
Q Keeps Kyrene class sizes smaller by funding the
'O"‘;/O ° Equl_valgm of 200 teaching positions, or approximately
7 oneinfive Kyrene teachers

¢ Educator Pay
Allows Kyreqelu uﬁgrcumpeﬂtive salaries to attract
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Student Support Services
A Provides school-based services, including physical 8 2 4 2 8 4
and occupational therapy, speech, vision, and

i o Voter Reglstration Ballots Mailed Last Day to Request Last Day to Election
hearing services Dgaﬁﬁne Drop Boxes Open Replacement Ballot Iail Barluts Day

W Financial Responsibility

§  Kyrene School District operates under strict fiscal stewardship and has received national awards
for excellence in financial reporting for 30+ years. Kyrene also holds the highest credit rating given
to public school districts, Taxpayers and community members can review Kyrene's Budget Annual
Report online at kyrene.org/budget.

This is a mail-in election. Voters have the option to return ballots by mail, drop it off at a
secure ballot drop box or voting location, or vote with a replacement ballot in-person.

Estimated Tax Impact

If the M&O Override should pass, the tax rate would not increase, and the average homeowner will continue For more iﬂfOfmaﬂOﬂ visit Bt
to pay approximately $178 per year, based on the average limited assessed home value in the District. www.kyrene.o rglele’ction KyreHESChOO|D|Str|Ct

2025 Maintenance and Override Election
Link to District Info

The Kyrene Governing Board established a Long-Range Planning Committee to address
enrollment trends and maximize the use of facilities. After months of study, the committee
reached consensus on a recommendation, which will be presented to the board in September.
The recommendation is not a reflection of the quality or achievements of any school, but rather
a reflection of Kyrene’s commitment to ensuring all Kyrene schools are better-resourced and
positioned for long-term success. No decisions will be made until December at the

earliest, so there is time for families, staff, and community members to learn more, ask
questions, and share feedback.


https://www.kyrene.org/community/elections/2025-election

FAQs. In addition to our internal Long Range Planning FAQs, Kyrene has now published public-

facing FAQs on the Long Range Plan web page to address the most common questions received
so far.

Website Updates. The web page, www.kyrene.org/longrangeplan, went through an overhaul
today to transition to the community engagement phase of long-range planning. Content
includes an outline of the committee’s recommendation, a map, a timeline, public hearings,
FAQs, communications archives, board meetings, and a portal for public comment. Committee
work (including agendas, minutes, slide decks and live streams) can still be found on a sub
page.

Enrollment for Next Year: Enrollment for the next school year does not begin until February. At
this time, no decisions have been finalized, and there is nothing families need to do.

Tentative Timeline - Updated
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Board Presentations Regional Public Board Presentation Board Transition & Begin
on Committee Hearings on Final Vote Implementation Implementation
Recommendation Recommendation Committees of new

boundaries*
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District hearing - Date Change! Kyrene will hold a centralized hearing at the Kyrene District Office on
Novemnber 18 at 6:00 p.m., prior to the regularly scheduled governing board meeting. This provides an
additional opportunity for the community to provide feedback.

Kyrene Long Range Planning Site
Click here for FAQs & more info

Upcoming Events

November 4 Election Day
November 5 Long Range Planning Regional Meeting at Pueblo 6pm
November 7 MML Awards

7:40-8:20 Kindergarten, 2nd and 3rd Grades
8:30-9:10 1st, 4th and 5th Grades

Fall Festival 5:30 - 8pm Students must be accompanied by parent!

Melody Makers perform 6pm in MPR
November 10 3rd Grade Field Trip

November 11 No School in observance of Veteran's Day


https://www.kyrene.org/about-kyrene/governing-board/long-range-planning-committee

November 12

November 13

November 18

November 21

November 25

November 26-30

December 2

December 3

December 5

December 12

Monarch Night Out at SomeBurros-All Day Mention Mirada!
PTO Meeting 5:30-6:30pm in the Media Center

Governing Board Meeting at DO 6-8pm

4th Grade Poetry Jam 1-2pm

Turkey Trot

8:00-8:40 Kinder and 1st Grades

8:50-9:30 2nd and 3rd Grades

9:40-10:20 4th and 5th Grades

No School-Thanksgiving Holiday WEDNESDAY through Sunday

Governing Board Meeting at DO 6-8pm
Monarch Night Out at MOD Pizza
MML Awards

7:40-8:20 Kindergarten, 2nd and 3rd Grades
8:30-9:10 1st, 4th and 5th Grades

Lunch on the Lawn-details to follow

Melody Makers Caroling and Concert 6pm

December 20-Jan 5 Winter Break

View Full Calendar

Click Below for Important School Calendars

District Calendar



https://mir.kyrene.org/calendar
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1747409946/kyreneorg/hsw7bpuotzavx1ghyiej/final25-26schoolcalendarv8.pdf
https://mir.kyrene.org/calendar
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:f1513054-28f8-4ab8-b087-eb8325b88a8f

EARLY RELEASE on all Wednesdays .

Students will be released at 12:15pm.

Wednesday 11/5
Wednesday 11/12

Wednesday 11/19

Early
Release
Day!

NO SCHOOL ON WEDNESDAY 11/26

MATTERS.

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY

Kyrene School District is committed to working with families to
improve student attendance and academic success. Our
school will send email notices when a student misses four or
more days of school, whether excused or unexcused.
Additional notices are sent when a student reaches 8 and 13
absences. If a student exceeds 18 absences, a more formal
letter will be sent, but itis our goal to partner with families
before that happens. Kyrene has a webpage with resources to
maintain good attendance habits, including our “Too Sick for
school” guide to help determine when to keep children home.

As we continue to partner with you regarding your child’s
attendance, we need to inform you of an important update
regarding how “absences due to appointments” should be
reported. In alignment with guidance from the Arizona
Department of Education (ADE), please be specific when
reporting the reason for your child’s appointment. Only
appointments for medical, dental or behavioral health will be
marked as excused. All other appointments will be considered
unexcused. If you have any questions about this update or
your child’s attendance, please contact your school’s
attendance clerk.


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/EKmPk709YvXy1yvdNPpKMg%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/2NoJFZAQvtkWr8pWZMYaNI4ocXer5KH89foQDPaIRUx2T_He6mWCSEfZRXdA4fdf2i5tIBh-Zr-fQtUZGXGgsgqkvQ8GNCainfhwQMAuWjf7o6AUyvpG8o48NqHxU8Bqt41mFW26Fyu454TIWn0-FcfemtPBcPEXt1sOiJ9HAT8%7E

Report Absences in ParentVue

SRS EEENEEE  parents, you are now welcome to report absences in

in ParentVue ParentVue in addition to calling the 24 hour Attendance Line at
480-541-4201. Remember, you must inform the front office of
any absences even if you let the teacher know. Absences
cannot be reported via email; only via ParentVue or the
Attendance Line.

Th :
LeaderinMe
great happens here


https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:va6c2:26eb3db0-74be-42fa-8295-c0ad64536120
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WHAT IS HABIT 37

HABIT 3: PUT FIRST THINGS FIRST
FOCUSES ON WORKING FIRST, THEN
PLAYING. IT IS IMPORTANT TO
IDENTIFY AND PRIORITIZE WHAT
MATTERS MOST- YOUR “BIG ROCKS.”

® BIG ROCKS: ESSENTIAL TASKS
(E.G., SCHOOL WORK, FAMILY TIME,
CHORES).

® LITTLE ROCKS: LESS IMPORTANT
ACTIVITIES (E.G, WATCHING TV,
GAMING).
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STEPS T0 PRIORITIZE BIG ROCKS

® FOCUS ONIMPORTANT
TASKS
SAY “NO” TO

DISTRACTIONS

SET PRIORITIES AND
CREATE A SCHEDULE
STAY DISCIPLINED AND
ORGANIZED

VIDEO LINKS: ADULTS: LINK

K-2: LINK

HABIT 3: PUT
> FIRSTTHINGS

READ BELOW FOR PARENT TIPS ABOUT HABIT 3!

*
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HELPING YOUR CHILD

® ASKABOUT THEIR KEY
RESPONSIBILITIES
ENCOVRAGE DIFFICULT
TASKS FIRST
DISCUSS
PROCRASTINATION AND
ITS EFFECTS

PRIORITIZING FAMILY TIME

® CREATE A FAMILY MISSION
STATEMENT

® SCHEDULE ONE-ON-ONE TIME
AND REGULAR FAMILY MEALS

® ESTABLISH FAMILY
TRADITIONS TO STAY
CONNECTED

AR EEEEEEEEE NS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnmnmnmmn?

FAMILY ACTIVITIES

e READ TOGETHER

e LEARN A NEW SKILL

® PLAY GAMES ORCOOK A
MEAL

* VISITLOCAL
ATTRACTIONS

e DISCUSS FAMILY MATTERS
OR PLAN TRADITIONS

*
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Adults: Link

RKEY TroOT

K-2 Link

Optin to Receive Text Messages from Mrs. Anderson

In the event of an emergency, text messages are the fastest and most
effective way to communicate information to families. You must optin
to receive text communications! Text “Y” or “yes” to 67587 to begin
receiving text messages from Mirada and the district.

Dean Street Parking Lot

The Dean Street Parking Lot is ONLY to be used for buses, CCD and
Integrated Preschool. Beginning, Tuesday, October 14th at drop off
and pick up, a person will be waiting at the entrance to the Dean St.
parking lot and you will be REQUIRED to show the NEW 2025-26
visor tag that designates you are permitted to use that lot. Please
display this tag prominently so that access can be swiftly granted.

Get out your running shoes... the Turkey Trot is on Tuesday,
November 25th!

Students and families should wear active clothing & tennis shoes and

/\ bring a water bottle on the day of the Trot.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zV3gMTOEWt8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIW_0xq8Zhk

Time Grade

8:00-8:40 K and 1%t
2025 Turkey Trot 2025 Turkey Trot

Volunteer Sign Up Link

Tshirt order link-DUE
11/7 at 9am

8:50-9:30 2" and 3™

9:40-10:20 4™ and 5"

Beginning of the year district assessment reports have been posted to ParentVUE. Families are
able to access the results through ParentVue in the documents section. Need help accessing

the reports? See the attachment for directions with screenshots. Need help understanding the
reports or how to support your child? See the family guide for each assessment or reach out to

your child’s teacher.

Understanding

Assessment Results in I e NWEA Family Guide DIBELS Family Guide

ParentVue



mailto:vdurazo@kyrene.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4EACAD23A0F5C16-59642130-turkey#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdS9c_LVKo3bs_DfqA52fYEF8cWtdvv4YYobUBOj4pk3Dv_CA/viewform
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:54c9c7d4-8168-4b2d-aa74-a28d819e8250
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:f3df382f-33c2-490d-8191-0f03add8a6cc
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:57013d6b-b687-4cc4-99a5-706b50762a7f
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:30645a29-d2a8-449c-ac10-4c7cc7a04bef

Kyrene has updated how we share new library book purchases with
families. In lieu of a once-a-year 60-day review window, the district and
school websites will have lists of new library purchases. The list will be
updated up to 3-times a year in order to capture all new titles
purchased and available to students for check-out. Families may
request that a student be opted out of specific titles, and those who
want a broader review can use the District’s existing reconsideration

process. Details on this process can be viewed on the Media Center
Public Review Webpage. Questions can be directed to the Academic
Equity and Excellence Department.
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http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/OIMGanzOqjFDmwSj2uYr7g%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/HN1ZXJ8M9iVbILMJ0vYcoM80zL5bolqJm1mXFsGVfX1jekX7bPGx3CPyOyeGc92r96I__KGVJc65K-CgqBkyTvVaf0hJr296xUpq51pB44KbL5bpc47aim_S1EyHSDM4_0DF1xvAuhW_5qY4BPxjplTyy6FhloX7AjWBoX13pazoYPpe_3KNRMAojG0Og_l6FbdEYjaCkmXRlrC65Km_vPgtsCIxOnruhl7k0lpi8hDpja7vO6I0xrbIFI0zPoh3rXH43GxtJEI7Z0QJwqZ2JA%7E%7E
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/_5r7zEXnm71d5fDt21uEfQ%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/puKmtmcAOnr5x__CcFyFmmqyA8ybCbSVbPXIl0wz-rNRy6f6Aoh_wnOWuB9r08k_dt4WX3sXIWSPkfz0n13pw7SMwq2uQTKtdZCqoz340Hd2mupg4CPTWCPimox14RzGvEQmb-EYTHAbcThWUmj4eRkcPaA71ivetaEq1BmQoyjvhPF_oQORj7LcRwH3Whi4xOiTFqntQhEzlDL_ZhM1Cw%7E%7E
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/_5r7zEXnm71d5fDt21uEfQ%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/puKmtmcAOnr5x__CcFyFmmqyA8ybCbSVbPXIl0wz-rNRy6f6Aoh_wnOWuB9r08k_dt4WX3sXIWSPkfz0n13pw7SMwq2uQTKtdZCqoz340Hd2mupg4CPTWCPimox14RzGvEQmb-EYTHAbcThWUmj4eRkcPaA71ivetaEq1BmQoyjvhPF_oQORj7LcRwH3Whi4xOiTFqntQhEzlDL_ZhM1Cw%7E%7E
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Fall Festival

The Fall Festival is this Friday from 5:30-
8:00pm. Tickets are $I2 per child, with a
max of $48. Children Y and under are free.
Tickets are available at the gate or can be
pre-purchased here:
https:/miradapto.org/volunteer/fall-
festival/ The Fall Festival is our biggest
social event of the year and is chock full
of fun for the kids. We can’t wait to see
you therel

Yearbooks

Yearbook sales have officially begun. They
are $20 through 12/31/25 then the price
goes up to $25. They can be purchased at
the following link:
https://wwwbuytheyearbook.com/en/
School Code: 733683

Fifth grade tributes can be purchased via
this link by using the Purchase an Ad link.

54, /T RTIPUEC

Deadline to order your Turkey = 4
Trot tshirt is 9am on II/7! Shirts ¥ |
are $IS and can be ordered at 2
the following link: ﬁ , I
https://forms.gle/dgtCbYN3DIPr |, 'k :
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Upcoming Events

Il/7 Fadll Festival from 5:30-8pm

I/ No School

1712 Monarch Night Out at Someburros, all day
1713 PTO Meeting 5:30pm

1725 Turkey Trot

1726~ 11/28 No School, Thanksgiving Break

[2/3 Monarch Night Out- Mod Pizza

12/12 Lunch on the Lawn

[2/18 Monarch Ugly Sweater Night at Skateland
[2/22-1/5 No School, Winter Break

e @ o ° o o @ 0o 0 o

Kyrene School District Update

Please consider joining us for the community hearing at Pueblo Middle School Wednesday II/5 ot
6pm. We are hoping to see a strong purple presence in the audience to show the strength and
support of our amazing Mirada community. There is no pressure to speak, but if you're
interested in speaking and need help with topic ideas please email hello@ptomirada.org and we'll

be happy to send a few suggestions.
More information about the Long Range Planning and closure process so far can be found here.

Important Dates:

Upcoming Board Meetings: II/18, 12/2
East Side of |0 Public Hearings: II/S @ Pueblo, I/19 @ Pueblo
West Side of 10 Public Hearings: II/12 @ Altadena
Potential Board Vote on Changes: December |16th
IG: @miradapto

Email: hello@ptomirada.org  Web: miradapto.org



Fall Fest Yearbook Flyer Yearbook Sales Food Drive

Fall Fest Flyer Tickets Link

Join the PTO Contact List

Some Burros

INFORMATION

‘ 'IMPORTANT

KYRENE SCHOOL DISTRICT

.x x— Positive Parenting Series



https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:044e9bc4-ed37-45ef-9985-cf48e709af83
https://miradapto.org/volunteer/fall-festival/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:va6c2:fff2a38b-5c3d-41e3-8837-1e1882bcd935
https://www.buytheyearbook.com/en/bty/findmyschool
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:4f263664-2d27-473e-bb76-826cc2926fce
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:5c2dadc5-727d-4858-b9dc-0c2645417234
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdETYvtt059qCWwWd0wT2a9Rmi9CO7a3yTyOq6bSpETKtPpWQ/viewform

The Kyrene School District is pleased to continue the successful Positive Parenting Series this
school year, focusing on issues that affect families both at school and at home. We hope you
canjoinus.

Nov. 19 - Rise in Fentanyl/Narcan Training
Learn about the Rise in Fentanyl and Narcan. Learn how to save a life by administering Narcan.

Presenter:
Joronda Montano

Date and Time:
November 19, 2025
6:00-7:00pm

Location:

Kyrene School District
8700 South Kyrene Road
Tempe, AZ 85284

Nov. 20- Calm Bodies, Ready Minds
Presenter:

Bri Armijo and Amy Hecker

Date and Time:
November 20, 2025
6-7:30pm
Location:

Kyrene School District
8700 South Kyrene Road
Tempe, AZ 85284

Join us for Calm Bodies, Ready Minds: Understanding Sensory Processing and the Functions of
Behavior to Promote Home and Classroom Readiness. Join Bri Armijo, Lead Behavior
Intervention Teacher and Amy Hecker OTR/L, Lead OT to learn different strategies to support



self-regulation and sensory processing to improve your child’s readiness for home life and in the
classroom. CALM BODIES, READY MINDS Registration, Nov 20, 2025, 6-7:30 pm at the District
Office.

Tempe Coalltlon Flier/Sign Up Info

Calm Bodies, Ready Minds
TO REDUCE UNDERAGE DRINKING AND DRUG USE

Parent Reminders

Opt in for text communication

IMPORTANT: In the event of an emergency, text messages are the fastest and most effective
way to communicate information to families. You must opt in to receive text communications!
Text “Y” or “yes” to 67587 to begin receiving text messages from both your child’s school and
the Kyrene School District.

Birthday Celebrations

No celebrations of individual student birthdays are to be held in classrooms, on the school
campus. We understand that parents and friends like to celebrate various occasions.
However, cakes, cookies, cupcakes, candy, flowers, balloons, etc. cause many distractions
and cannot be allowed on campus or on the bus. These items are disruptive in the classroom
and are a safety concern on the bus. If they are delivered they will be kept in the office for
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parents/guardians to pick up. This policy helps to ensure that instructional time is protected
and that all students are treated equally. Party invitations may not be distributed at

school.

Need to Report an Absence?

Call our 24 Hour Attendance Line at 480-541-4201 to report a student absence.

Please leave a message on the attendance line indicating the student's name, grade, date(s)
and reason for absence. When your student is absent and we have not received notification,
we will contact the parents. If we do not receive a return phone call, the student will be
marked truant.

**Note** Parents MUST call the attendance line within 24 hours of an absence, even if you
spoke to the Health Office or communicated to the Teacher.

Tardy

If your child is tardy, you must park in the parking lot and walk your child to the office. Sign
them in and provide the reason why they are tardy. Atardy is defined as arriving at school or
class after the scheduled start time. Students should be in their seats and ready to learn
when the bell rings at the scheduled start time. Students are considered tardy if they are
not in their seats at the scheduled start time. Mirada students need to arrive with enough
time to make it to their classroom by 7:30am. Students who are tardy must enter through
the school’s front office and receive a Tardy pass.

Excused Absences

In cases involving prolonged illnesses, a written excuse from a physician may be requested to
verify the absence. A student has an excused absence when one of the following conditions
are met:

When a student is not in attendance for any portion of or an entire school day and,

® The parent/guardian called the school’s attendance line to report the student’s
absence within 24 hours and provided an acceptable excuse* for the absence, OR

® The parent/guardian was reached by the attendance office and provided the
attendance office with an acceptable excuse* for the absence.



*Please note: we cannot excuse an absence that is reported via email; all absences must
be reported to the school’s attendance office via a telephone call.

Unexcused Absences

A student has an unexcused absence under and of the following conditions

@® When a student is not in attendance for any portion of or for an entire day and does
not have an acceptable excuse*.

@ The parent/guardian has not called the school’s attendance office to report
the student’s absence and provide an acceptable excuse* within 24 hours.

® The parent/guardian cannot be reached by the attendance office to obtain
an acceptable excuse* for the absence.

*The District will report all student absences and tardiness to school in accordance with
A.R.S.8 15-901 (A)(1) and defined by the Arizona Department of Education.

Students and Electronic Devices

Many parents choose to have their child carry a cellular telephone or other electronic devices
(such as an Apple watch or Fitbit) as a means of before and/or after school communication
and for safety purposes. Electronic devices can be disruptive in an educational environment,
but may also be used to enhance instruction. If parents have decided that it’s necessary for a
child to carry a cell phone or electronic device, parents and students must be aware of the
following:

Kyrene School District Policy 3-401 states that the District does not assume responsibility for
the loss of, or damage to, personal property. If your child has a cell phone on campus or on
the bus and it is damaged or stolen, we will not be able to utilize administrative time to
investigate the incident, nor will the District be able to take any financial responsibility for the
cell phone or cell phone charges.

Cellular phones must be turned off and kept in backpacks at all times on campus, except
for prior to the ringing of the first bell for the start of the instructional day and after the ringing
of the last bell for the end of the instructional day.



This exception does not apply if the student is on the school bus. When appropriate, cell
phones and other electronic devices may be used during the school day under the direct
supervision of the teacher. If these rules are not followed, the cell phone may be confiscated
and kept in the front office for pick up after school.

Please assist us in keeping our learning environment free from distractions. When it is
necessary for a student to contact you during the day, we have telephones available in
classrooms and in the office. If itis necessary for you to get an important message to your
child during the school day, you may contact the school office and our staff will relay the
message to your child.

Food Services Payment & Balance

Webpage 1579 Food Services FAQs

Apply for Free and Reduced Meals
Must reapply yearly



https://www.kyrene.org/family-student-resources/food-services
https://www.kyrene.org/family-student-resources/food-services/make-a-lunch-payment
https://www.kyrene.org/family-student-resources/food-services/frequently-asked-questions
https://kyrene.nutrislice.com/menu/kyrene-de-la-mirada-leadership-academy
https://linqconnect.com/public/meal-application/new

Kyrene is dedicated to ensuring students receive healthy and nutritious meals. With the
current shutdown of the federal government, we have not been made aware of any
changes to the School Breakfast Program or the National School Lunch Program that will
impact our communities at this time. Kyrene will continue to offer breakfast and lunch
meal services to our students through these programs until further notice.

e Please remember you must re-apply for Free and Reduced Meals each year.

e Students may bring large bills to pay for their meal account — please remember no
change is provided back to the student, the entire amount is applied to the
student’s account.

o If astudent does not have enough funds on their account, after two (2) meals (breakfast
or lunch) they are provided an alternate meal as per District policy. The student may still
get side options and salad bar along with their milk.

¢ Please remember that dietary restrictions must be accompanied by a Dr’s note and will
be accommodated to the best of our ability. SFE is unable to honor preferences or
reguests.

e You may check your student's lunch balance by visiting linqconnect. Ling Connectis
our self-service lunch account portal, which makes it possible for Kyrene families to
easily manage their student(s) lunch account. Families may check meal balances,
transfer funds, apply for free or reduced-priced meals or create spending limits for
their students by visiting linqconnect. For any additional questions or assistance with
your lingconnect account please call 1-844-467-4700 and follow the
prompts. Payments are applied to your student's meal account at 6:50am, 9:35am,
11:05am, 12:05pm and 11:35pm daily to update the meal account balance.

e Kyrene and SFE want to assure you that when your child chooses to enjoy ala carte
snacks from their cafeteria, they are selecting options that meet the strict nutritional
standards outlined by the USDA's Smart Snack guidelines. These guidelines prioritize
offering snacks that are lower in fat, sugar, and sodium, while also providing essential
nutrients to support your child's overall health and well-being. The guidelines require
that drinks be either unflavored water or 100% juice, and that snacks contain at least
50% whole grain or list the first ingredient as a fruit, vegetable, dairy food, or protein
food.

It's also important to note that while some snack packaging may appear similar to those found
in stores outside of school, each product has been carefully reformulated to comply with
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federal Smart Snack guidelines. Our foodservice management company, SFE, works diligently
to ensure that all snacks offered to students are both delicious and nutritious, meeting or
exceeding federal standards.

We encourage you to discuss with your child the importance of making mindful choices when it
comes to snhacking. By reinforcing healthy eating habits both at home and at school, we can
collectively support our children in making nutritious choices that contribute to their overall
growth and development. If you would like more resources and information about Smart Snack
requirements, including activities that can be done at home, we recommend checking out the
USDA’s website here.

Thank you for partnering with us in promoting a culture of health and wellness for our students.
If you have any questions or concerns about the smart snack options available in your child’s
cafeteria, please don't hesitate to reach out to the foodservice office at 480-541-1660.

CONNECTED’
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Front Office: 480-541-4200

Fax Number: 480-541-4210

Scan to follow us on Facebook!

Quicklinks

Food Services and Menu
ParentVUE

StudentVUE

Technology Assistance

Family Handbook

A+ School of Excellence™


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/hqITOC1eT7HsgJT_GzlyQw%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/CFs2Y7fOqs2QfoNNuXopKtDrAldLQeEj2Wo3WOgCEOZgfp_Me6O8R6Rf6ZqlTugZzkgMWRlrfcEdLUNJqZr3qAuI3v74ANvEfusw1gMN7FLihr0CJ2f0ax_IhnRwSMhF4ARCSXgGqzJr5eExw1kCIgOxXG6GBkXY0NnSMF7NMAA%7E
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/GSBhfsBH3f1yw5FMOMBtUQ%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/glpUVuwjtPxUjUmuOW8GURNdc9fiXDe5UzTQS8lyTFfZixUahKZPZT-p8yzjMVmjmB1i30jaQpZN1AkZdgQS7lXZ81__L2v9sioG0FpQZgSqNSObG8cAg4VVNmXB07LdxyaVsJj2h1hbv-TKHitSpMREtwUw5fTsfmAhSwMlHHeD8iUPIkDsdnSUvZTstsSp
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/5fsdwCvLHj7KsKJTIyjAZQ%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/3AA3gv-QNvePNMc8LZlgVvFPHK0iQgVQVPJKPgANyDwmwWSDgU40fpLK2zZQAlXO0zhqY5fEF50n9a4JmKcZzDvxJFViWG-7McuCGI0c7yPXJ-qKbqUDaCnCbDrrKLFRA4nB7tUnTut_8WXMADuA1KRrmmVHHbbY8i3FndWr-tViRJIEUd9SG47PVvnQf543
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/XMHPIXarG_XaMb7SEb_0Kg%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/xPUzxdwMNUdQhSf7WhhPOqR-2CGvI68-YO70vodnKIDPVWvAFaBFGdaVm-J1wKuO3J0JIhh_CKQ8VUgOSFo1l6zGl6NcvZQUFuONMpyt0WQyKLtlfeHuouo47ssaaczT73oVG3QaHihr33kge_s9_u8_3fg9ujUAkbZ9DepcvqvKYYvLfMOC8bsuipMmy3dKA8HO50z_a_S1ZQRPjIZh1JmU9Y4Yk15eBgRuTHKWDMDxzluUUn75Uoe9fZPaHhpBsZ2QdWaUioCHt14n6famcGK1RFOedAk6v0kug1aIBCyDWdkHle10lYY_8hzO0kd8s3wAP52pQWYJaNSw7aDBcwbTmgr5NEGxgla9NLjozShBjfH61cvakmeXEL8XUquTmNPkQGxql1oP7gti09gnvA%7E%7E
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ndEDnL6Vh25ftArd76hfIQ%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/b72ZrqRK12nbxkabcVk8ZfjYzG07-ZoH_t0Jyvv2ka4L_91jPzS6fLERWqdOVJWvCUNHKuk7b7mdVNu0XFzG8_M0HsIQw2Zqu64B-VwFhctBPm4_S1iJFy4GmYckYFQPp32HKAknKOSpMMV4e6Ts3s-Ks0dpYSneCXmDuZHk8xE%7E

A+ School of Excellence™ 0 X o


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/jhRc-dJ69BmX5IMebZ2tFw%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/JQb8w97umh8Yxioka0ICjcKxjdRwCqGUh2DhQ1yxHe2hZwkMkNSnbQkGd1JJGsxYvZjO9KfFM_vjN9P8yUF2sgW4yq5LmX8q-XfPG3KyyRdBRONlACiUudAzTLTDG4QOQaWZnLtgZqHg6QGOTomPHA%7E%7E
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/phqUw1smN9gGO9MU8eV8aw%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/HskCgaN2BNwsq_CrZe5Hoy8Tgp4TchYeuPGwaQho9E0taqXV1BErdg-iihSoiGwPUAJPr_eV7Mympw7JKI_zv12P7AjoY5lS3sClDdwADukWEFfLXpmE8zN-9dTdCdLs
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/JFoJg5Z1q0sVJXRZz_PXkA%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/1FoN2_MxfAmzq7jWka2qFjEfvSOLDupZNdrcfmkX0HMYFRY9ZMRWJOJL5x35GHt-Lj0RpFu1L87zZ_AXdnxgm97zI14Ekdm4yRZXAUnLz5jHU_rFxDkDsMKw9I8w1LSDVGNRVYlRDPwQRamCyQRxag%7E%7E
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/V0IgGPfNReYV9O7UJMHqMA%7E%7E/AAAAARA%7E/b9kWXHcPPXcrXhZVw0yUOuMxKDO5a4pPxjhI3wl12hXIrIyj5WCj-DiJGo49u8CQkYOuwJ8CdP5Gpwmh7koorEBCkdzqquPUrnFduTEcdtrqF9_LBAREwaZe4W_r3kxH3V5bFxUeZfRfISsBdlagCg%7E%7E

