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Notre Dame Family,

As we enter the month of November, our eyes turn to two events. The first is the
Solemnity of Christ the King and the second is Thanksgiving. Both celebrations have 2
things in common: eternal life and accompaniment. In the Gospel, the Lord describes the
Kingdom of Heaven as a banquet or feast (Matthew 22:2) and that we are all invited. At
the Last Supper, the Lord Jesus gives us his Body and Blood in the form of bread and wine.
He tells us to celebrate the Last Supper in remembrance of Him (Luke 22:19) at Mass. It is
through this Eucharistic celebration that the Lord accompanies us in our journey.

On Thanksgiving, we give thanks to the Lord, as well as those who extended generosity
and welcome to those who were strangers. As we hear in the Thanksgiving story, it was
the Natives, who extended hospitality and welcome to the Pilgrims. These are reminders
of the words of the Lord, “| was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35) and
“You shall treat the alien who resides with you no differently than the natives born among
you; you shall love the alien as yourself; for you too were once aliens in the land of Egypt. |,
the LORD, am your God (Leviticus 19:34).

These are connected because they go to the essence of the Gospel; that God himself came
as an immigrant, a traveler to accompany us on our journey. In Matthew’s Gospel, the Lord
reminds us that we can find him in the stranger, because in the Kingdom of Heaven, there
are no strangers, but only citizens of the eternal kingdom, under the Kingship of the Lord
and the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

As we prepare to celebrate these 2 great feasts, we are reminded that “our citizenship is in
heaven” (Philippians 3:20). As we journey through our earthly lives, the Lord grants us
reminders of his constant presence and friendship. Through those we interact with,
whether known or unknown and the Holy Eucharist, the Lord Jesus accompanies in our
consolations and desolations. With this in mind, | would like to announce our “2nd Annual
Mass and Eucharistic Procession”. This will take place on Thursday, November 13. The
Mass will begin at 11:14am, with the Eucharistic Procession taking place immediately
afterwards. We will walk around the “Titan Mile”, through Saint Catherine of Alexandria
School and finishing at Notre Dame on the Van Daele Athletic Field for the Benediction.

| wish to announce, in consultation with the Finance Committee and the School Advisory
Board, we will be publishing monthly updates on how much Notre Dame has collected and
how much was spent for the month. This will appear in the Titan Update each month. This
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is done with the spirit of transparency, so that the community can see how Notre Dame is
doing financially. We will begin this next month.

As always, | thank all of you and know that you are in my prayers and | ask that you
continue to pray for our students, faculty, staff, volunteers, benefactors and myself. May
the Lord bless each one of you, your loved ones and may we accompany each other to our
eternal home, the Kingdom of Heaven.

Your servant in Christ,

Manuel Cardoza
Principal, Notre Dame High School
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