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Office of the Superintendent

Dear Crown Point Community,

For generations, Crown Point Schools have been strengthened by the support of our community. When the state
changed how schools were funded in 2009, you responded with trust and investment through a local referendum
in 2011. You renewed that commitment in 2018, and again earlier this year, when nearly 83% of voters said
“yes” to keeping Crown Point Schools strong.

That overwhelming support reflected a shared belief: local communities should have the power to invest in
their children’s education and future. Unfortunately, new state legislation - Senate Enrolled Act 1 - has
undermined that commitment.

Under this new law, the net assessed value of homes across Indiana will decrease significantly over the next
several years. As a result, CPCSC will lose millions of dollars annually from the voter-approved referendum fund
once SEA-1 is in full effect. This reduction means that the very priorities our community supported, like smaller
class sizes, extracurricular programs, and health and safety initiatives, are now at risk.

Our current referendum rate was established before this new legislation existed. We had no way of knowing that
a community-approved investment in students would later be diminished by state action. Beyond the
referendum, CPCSC will also lose millions annually from its operations fund, deepening the quickly approaching
financial strain.

We share this message as an act of transparency with our community. The reality is that while lawmakers have
promised tax relief, those changes come at a direct cost to public education and other essential local
services. Communities like ours, which directly acted to support schools, will not see the full effect of their
investment.

The Board of School Trustees, our administration, teachers, and support staff remain united in our mission to
provide the best education possible for Crown Point students. However, we cannot do it alone.

We ask you to stay informed and engaged. Please visit our website for updated resources about how these
funding changes affect CPCSC and how we plan to respond. We urge you to contact your elected officials to

share how their decisions impact your family, our schools, and our community.

Crown Point has always taken pride in standing together for its students. That partnership has built something
remarkable, and we intend to protect it.

With gratitude and determination,

Dr. Todd Terrill, Superintendent of Schools
Brian Smith, President, CPCSC Board of School Trustees
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