Hello!

Here are this week’s important updates:

11/3 Winter Guard Meeting

11/4 No School Students PD Staff
11/7 Veterans Day Assembly for Grade 10 @12:05
11/11 No School Veterans Day

11/12 BASH Meeting

11/13 District Mental Health Event
11/24 Powerpuff Game

11/26 V> day

11/27-11/28 Thanksgiving Break
12/18-19: Postural Screening Grade 9
12/23 Half Day

12/24-1/2 Holiday Break

1/5 -1/6 SBIRT Screening Grade 9
1/20-1/23: Mid Terms Grade 9-12
1/24 Cotillion

1/27: ASVAB Exam

1/29, 30 & 31, 2026: Harlequins Show

5/29: Graduation

New Updates:



Congratulations: Marching Band! Congratulations to our Band! Second place finish for State
Finals!

pictures

pictures

Congratulations Girls Soccer Western Mass Champions!

Good luck to all our teams as we continue on in State Tournaments!
CLICK HERE for online ticketing information through GO FAN

CLICK HERE for online streaming information through the NFHS Network
CLICK HERE for online Tournament Merchandise

Boys Soccer Monday 11/3 at 5:00 Home vs Blue Hills RVT

Congratulations to our CTE Carpentry Program: Awarded Skills Capital Grant! Info here 22
news

Attention All: On behalf of the Michael E. Smith Middle School PTO we are reaching out in
conjunction with Mosier PTA and Skala PTO to request your partnership in a district wide
emergency food drive from November 3rd -14th to support families in our district. Please see the
attached flyer here

Attention All: Bash will be meeting in the High School Cafeteria for our monthly meeting the
second Wednesday of each month at 5:30p.m. Our next meeting is November 12th for those
who are interested in coming. Bash is responsible for raising funds to purchase team banners,
pins & scholarships to graduating seniors athletes.

Attention Seniors:The class of 2026 is planning a class field trip to take place during senior
week. Students can register using this link:
https://secureportal.landmarkeducationaltours.com/site/public/landmark/login/JKKVCLGWQY A
$50 deposit is due at the time of registration. Information about the trip can be found here.
Registration ends November 12th. For questions or concerns, please reach out to Ms. Lee at
mlee@shschools.com



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wsxsKb2Ms8iXRYUKHSR1lAgo61pxawYN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YLmbT4ZOICROYyT-j4t9JuahAglfbosz/view?usp=sharing
https://v7icfcgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tPkyMBGPPPex7QMwEJSBKQeU3Wp78HeymJfg1gryP2Hez--Omnjlkhu6xTjUXyFZ5gQOgyZbS2RyoNgP9tD5fPOM-LcvTzskq5EW58TEtzpEb8McnJWQPIdSMDZw8SrXf7FUdJPQXpeOAlpZ4HIHek3cQFnX7qkOIAqJ4kzLLfE=&c=BRYW5Uma0-ej09_CDg553KCqeJ7a6Oi6wKKo2qbECZurekBQ5YWlWg==&ch=WT8Dj1dDoo-_RFVmXun5q3TxBtAy7ViXMOhBFMsC5bG0OOVb5sGb_A==
https://v7icfcgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tPkyMBGPPPex7QMwEJSBKQeU3Wp78HeymJfg1gryP2Hez--Omnjlkhu6xTjUXyFZo-5sG87GhZ3kBgIoKBp56BpNM7bhzFid9C4FK3lbFE995ZEfvRrf-dDyL637RE4ufPwv6f9ShqHHi5cGpbE1XowGV7tgJbbza_01r4rtonhH7THLgdPb1w==&c=BRYW5Uma0-ej09_CDg553KCqeJ7a6Oi6wKKo2qbECZurekBQ5YWlWg==&ch=WT8Dj1dDoo-_RFVmXun5q3TxBtAy7ViXMOhBFMsC5bG0OOVb5sGb_A==
https://v7icfcgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tPkyMBGPPPex7QMwEJSBKQeU3Wp78HeymJfg1gryP2Hez--OmnjlkiGqou3iK76IGXX-4c0v20-hSohVXsNAHcoIoM19ESD_-eEPJr5p14w3XNN6aSALe11FR8M-05RARTjkfpAilCBYrP4V8w8Ap97l0VxbkCVPc8XA77zNTHCVfGRPHZO-y53nrFrajHNdsKxQixTXlDBeNRtBI34YzQ==&c=BRYW5Uma0-ej09_CDg553KCqeJ7a6Oi6wKKo2qbECZurekBQ5YWlWg==&ch=WT8Dj1dDoo-_RFVmXun5q3TxBtAy7ViXMOhBFMsC5bG0OOVb5sGb_A==
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hWHvP6KlxTjAS3dDeCst7Q9WsGkE8W1B/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104592367317520788894&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/massachusetts-grants-13-5m-to-boost-stem-and-tech-access-in-schools/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/massachusetts/massachusetts-grants-13-5m-to-boost-stem-and-tech-access-in-schools/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14Ji5ygCNnpl_quTUuyDihsnIJZsvsPMI/view?usp=sharing
https://secureportal.landmarkeducationaltours.com/site/public/landmark/login/JKKVCLGWQY
https://secureportal.landmarkeducationaltours.com/site/public/landmark/login/JKKVCLGWQY
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WB21W-wUra9D71nrNYLuWNNxTSMGUXM4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WB21W-wUra9D71nrNYLuWNNxTSMGUXM4/view?usp=sharing

Attention All: Winter Guard is back!! Informational Meeting Nov 3rd Info can be found here

Attention All: The Service Club has been given the opportunity to have a Lending Library
which will be built by SHHS Carpentry Dept. The members are holding a Book drive for new
and gently used books for all ages from October 20 through November 21. The Service
Club is also holding an Essential items donation drive to benefit Alianza Domestic Violence
Services and the women, men and children they support from October 20 through
October 31. The items most needed include: personal care products, laundry detergent, fabric
softener, baby bottles, diapers, baby wipes, baby lotion, baby shampoo. All items must be new.
Items for both donation drives may be dropped off in Room 304 (Ms. Stratton) prior to the start
of school. If you'd prefer, you may ask a Service Club member to collect them from you or
contact Erin Counter via email at ecounter@shschools.com to set up a pick up time. Thank you
for your continued support.

Additionally, the club is holding a donation drive for the Alianzia domestic violence shelter. This
donation drive will run from 10/20-10/31. This project will consist of collecting the local domestic
violence shelter’s wishlist consisting of. Bedding, diapers, new clothing (for children and
women), personal care products, and gift cards to supermarkets(Walmart, target,etc) more info
here

Attention All: Check out an up to date list of work and volunteer opportunities available: here

Attention All: SHHS’ Counseling Department is proud to offer an understanding and
overcoming nicotine group. More info can be found here

Attention All: Please click the link to order a pie from the Music Department Pie Sale! If you do
not need a pie for the holiday season yourself, consider purchasing a donation pie for Neighbors
Helping Neighbors. All pies arrive on December 19. There are also many non-pie items, and
they will ship directly to you.Thank you for your continued support of the music students!

https://my.mcmfundraising.com/2025-fall-south-hadley-high-school-music-department/be
th-curtis/

Attention All Seal of Biliteracy: The South Hadley Public School District values the cultural
and linguistic diversity of our community, an important goal is to adopt the principles of
proficiency in World Language as well as in English for EL students (English Learner). This is a


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vUQx_kiv22Bs2UnJdhMP0LqMhDAnxeFk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dvtCJMEBA0y0-DfWDJhQP36NEPSva0XV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dvtCJMEBA0y0-DfWDJhQP36NEPSva0XV/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DBVFExSOOvtx0SsBh03artdzvMLVExmI2WDPp7r4gHg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qcU40Vit0wqTlZtyJaAemGftkCj5I5K9/view?usp=sharing
https://my.mcmfundraising.com/2025-fall-south-hadley-high-school-music-department/beth-curtis/
https://my.mcmfundraising.com/2025-fall-south-hadley-high-school-music-department/beth-curtis/

progressive philosophy that is spreading across the nation with the advancement of the Seal of
Biliteracy. The Seal of Biliteracy award, recognition at graduation, and a special annotation on
the diploma and transcript will be awarded to each student who meets the following criteria:

e Successful completion of all high school graduation requirements for a 152 credit
diploma with an overall GPA of 2.5 or higher;

e Successful completion of a four-year course of study in the same world language,
receiving an overall GPA of 3.0 or above in those courses (student must have A or B for
each of the years); and

e Passing score in the district approved proficiency exam, which may include scoring a 3
or better in AP Spanish World Language (or equivalent).

By offering the Seal of Biliteracy to our students, we hope to honor the bilingual students in our
community, as well as to encourage more students to pursue foreign language proficiency. The
Seal of Biliteracy provided nationally recognized evidence to universities and businesses that
our students have attained this critical 21st-century skill. This not only involves learning another
language but learning how to communicate effectively with people from other cultures. This skill
is an asset that students can highlight in both college and job applications. In April-May, we will
administer to students in level 4 of a language the opportunity to take the STAMP
(Standard-based Measurement of Proficiency), AAPPL, (ACTFL Assessment of Performance
toward Proficiency in Languages) or ALIRA (ACTFL Latin Interpretive Reading Assessment)
exams. These exams are proficiency benchmarks aligned to ACTFL (American Council on the
Teacher of Foreign Languages) levels: Novice (low, mid, high), Intermediate (low, mid, high),
and Advanced (low, mid, high). The rating provided by these assessments will determine which
students will be recipients to the Seal of Biliteracy. Those interested must complete an
application form and hand it into Guidance before March 1st of senior year. For any questions,
please call Elizabeth Wood, Principal at South Hadley High School at 538-5063.

Applications can be found here: Seal of Biliteracy Application

Attention All Winter Athletic Sign Ups:We are excited to continue using FamilyID for athletic
registrations. FamilylD is a secure registration platform that provides you with an easy,
user-friendly way to register for our programs, and helps us to be more administratively efficient
and environmentally responsible. When you register through FamilylD, the system keeps track
of your information in your FamilyID profile. You enter your information only once for each family
member for multiple uses and multiple programs. Registration for winter sports is now open.
Access the winter 2025 Registration form by clicking here

New for 2025: All payments must be completed online. If an approved fee reduction waiver is
on file with the district, please reach out to ecastonguay@shschools.com, for the appropriate
code.

Registering as a new user on FamilyID is simple. Follow these steps:


http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/t6C7hco8AAnsWUEGrQa0UQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRl1m75P0RvaHR0cHM6Ly9kb2NzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vZm9ybXMvZC9lLzFGQUlwUUxTZWZJVEM1ZFRYVk4yeUQ0SmtQeVpLdjdHME9BRVgxNldaQ1RYRDE4NnZCRGlxdXFnL3ZpZXdmb3JtP3VzcD1zZl9saW5rVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpj4Xk79WMcCILkUhNld29vZEBzaHNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/MpmOnpptqnvJtn58Yfe7pQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRk5STqP0RoaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFtaWx5aWQuY29tL29yZ2FuaXphdGlvbnMvMTM4MjcvcHJvZ3JhbXMvc291dGgtaGFkbGV5LWZhbGwtMjAyMS1hdGhsZXRpY3MtcmVnaXN0cmF0aW9uL2VkaXRXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmLqavEDY3tZSSRSGWVjYXN0b25ndWF5QHNoc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~

First, create and activate your FamilylD account.

1. If you have not already done so, create a FamilylD account here.

2. After you sign up for an account please check your inbox for an Activation Email
from FamilyID. You'll need to click the link in that email to activate your account.

3. Once you have activated your account, you will be ready to register for our program!
Please click here to watch a quick video or read a help article on how to register for the

first time on FamilyID.

SUPPORT:

e If you need assistance with registration, contact FamilylD at: support@familyid.com or
781-205-2800 x1.

e Support is available 5 days per week, Monday through Friday, and messages will be
returned promptly.

Please do not forget to fill out the online concussion test. This is required for all first-year
athletes and is to be filled out every two years.

Attention All: Please see the attached flyer for the next District Mental Health Committee event
on Nov 13th. Info here

Attention All: As part of our ongoing commitment to ensuring every student is prepared for
success beyond high school, South Hadley Public Schools is implementing a new graduation
policy that includes updated competency determination requirements. Policies can be found
here and here

Attention All:The NHS will be hosting a school-wide Talent Show on Friday, November 21st
from 6pm - 9pm!! Show off your skills and hidden talents as we also raise money & resources
for our local food pantry! If you would like to participate, please fill out this form by November
7th. If you have any questions, email either Lily Orsman at
laorsman2026@student.shschools.com or Allison Fleury at

asfleury2026 @student.shschools.com.

Attention All: Power Puff: This year's Power Puff will be held on Monday 11/24, with a rain

date of Tuesday 11/25. _Junior sign up to participate can be found here. Seniors sign up here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1 0gceC2Vb0A5SS5lizhJ-613109NmMBmMbCFCy1rzK

Djo_-fw/viewform?usp=header



http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/NZ_nqabln0eOg0VlHSgLJg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRkzATXP0QeaHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYW1pbHlpZC5jb20vc2lnbnVwVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpi6lfR6mJ5r8dgUhNld29vZEBzaHNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Zjf37LtDULy9RLyEoGTQSQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRkzATXP0SGaHR0cHM6Ly9mYW1pbHlpZC5oZWxwc2NvdXRkb2NzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLzk4LXJlZ2lzdGVyLWZvci1hLXByb2dyYW0tYXMtYW4tbmV3LXVzZXItcmVnaXN0cmFyc2UtcGFyYS11bi1wcm9ncmFtYS1jb21vLXVuLXVzdWFyaW8tbnVldm9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmLqV9HqYnmvx2BSE2V3b29kQHNoc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Zjf37LtDULy9RLyEoGTQSQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRkzATXP0SGaHR0cHM6Ly9mYW1pbHlpZC5oZWxwc2NvdXRkb2NzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLzk4LXJlZ2lzdGVyLWZvci1hLXByb2dyYW0tYXMtYW4tbmV3LXVzZXItcmVnaXN0cmFyc2UtcGFyYS11bi1wcm9ncmFtYS1jb21vLXVuLXVzdWFyaW8tbnVldm9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmLqV9HqYnmvx2BSE2V3b29kQHNoc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Zjf37LtDULy9RLyEoGTQSQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRkzATXP0SGaHR0cHM6Ly9mYW1pbHlpZC5oZWxwc2NvdXRkb2NzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlLzk4LXJlZ2lzdGVyLWZvci1hLXByb2dyYW0tYXMtYW4tbmV3LXVzZXItcmVnaXN0cmFyc2UtcGFyYS11bi1wcm9ncmFtYS1jb21vLXVuLXVzdWFyaW8tbnVldm9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmLqV9HqYnmvx2BSE2V3b29kQHNoc2Nob29scy5jb21YBAAAAAE~
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13C9cZceLJUk4rh31mk2nwOHdNcu4qRoK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L1kZSQo2N-CxXlBKxYapVdREa8gT6Mji/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L1kZSQo2N-CxXlBKxYapVdREa8gT6Mji/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UvPwbq8l85Hy2BdgFwkh--W2Wj5eseaP/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/sQ9bJNNXaFDvMXXU8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe5WpjqSQPZlumm4i1OIhDGBz57l66aoqYAw2qcj9iW53neKQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1_0gceC2Vb0A5S5lizhJ-6l3Io9NmBmbCFCy1rzKDjg_-fw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1_0gceC2Vb0A5S5lizhJ-6l3Io9NmBmbCFCy1rzKDjg_-fw/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1_0gceC2Vb0A5S5lizhJ-6l3Io9NmBmbCFCy1rzKDjg_-fw/viewform?usp=header

Ongoing Information:

Attention All: Demonstrating interest by directly connecting with college admissions
representatives can be an important part of the admissions process. One of the easiest ways to
do this is by attending the college information sessions held right here at SHHS.

SHHS College Visits — Fall 2025

Please review the list of upcoming SHHS _College Visits to see dates and times. Check back
regularly for updates. To attend, stop by the Counseling Office to see Mrs. Pronovost and pick
up a pass.

We encourage you to take advantage of these opportunities to connect, ask questions, and
learn more about your college options!

SHHS Handbook 2025-2026

Work Permit Information: Many have asked about obtaining work permit applications and
resources. Here is the link for the state guidelines and forms:
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/youth-employment-permit-information If you are in need of
a permit, please call ahead and secure an appointment with the high school front office staff.
(413) 538-5063 ext. 3704. The High School will also have open permit hours on Monday and
Wednesday between the hours of 8:00-2:00

District Store: Our South Hadley store is officially open! This store will be open for the entire
year, so there is no rush to order. All items purchased will get shipped directly to your house.
There is an option to order apparel that's generically made and another option to customize your
apparel however you want! If you have any questions about how to order, please reach out.
ecastonguay@shschools.com Here is the link.

https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/massachusetts/southhadley/south-hadley-high-school
Let's show our Tiger Pride as a school community.

Community Resources:

Attention All: Below are some resources you may want to review regarding violence in the
news, processing graphic news with children, and talking with kids about tragedies.

Common Sense Media- Explaining The News to Our Kids



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-Cym8YNrQxGGoVnQ09NorcoYhi7vaDH2Faf6cI4T9Ao/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lZgf663AhzT8sgI3ugz9o5Uyx8Szp_CmPzDgsUWmD8M/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/youth-employment-permit-information
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/youth-employment-permit-information
https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/massachusetts/southhadley/south-hadley-high-school
https://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/massachusetts/southhadley/south-hadley-high-school
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/explaining-the-news-to-our-kids

Children and Screens.org- Tips to Help Children Process Graphic News

AAP Tips on Talking to Your Child After a Disaster - VIDEO

HealthyChildren.org- How to Talk With Kids About Tragedies & Other Traumatic News Events

IMPACTFUL- Talking to Our Kids about School Shootings

Mass General Brigham- How to Talk to Kids about Violence

KidsHealth.org- How to Talk to Your Child About the News

PBS- How to help kids cope with the violence they hear about on the news

Our school website also has additional information regarding mental health supports.

Self-Care: Take a look at South Hadley High School’s Virtual Meditation Station Here: South
Hadley High School Vi | Meditation ion

Attention All: Did you know SHPS offers a service called Care Solace? A referral system for
mental health counseling. As part of this program, we have Care Match. Care Match is an
additional self-service resource available to you - allowing students, families and staff to
anonymously find mental health providers and substance use treatment options matched to
their needs on their own more information can be found here:

https://caresolace.com/site/southhadley

Information from the Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Pantry: If you find yourself in need
of support with meals for after school hours, please reach out to me @ewood@shschools.com

flyer sample menu

CLASS of 2026 NEWS
Scholarships:

The SHHS Scholarship List (SHHS Scholarship List) is a live document that will be updated as
new scholarships and deadlines become available.

What Students Need to Know:


https://www.childrenandscreens.org/learn-explore/research/12-tips-to-help-children-process-graphic-news-and-violence-online/
https://youtu.be/KANprqSTX2k
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-life/Media/Pages/talking-to-children-about-tragedies-and-other-news-events.aspx
https://www.impactful.co/the-blog/talking-to-our-kids-about-school-shootings-when-is-the-right-time?utm_campaign=September%202024%20Impactful%20Newsletters&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=323614312&utm_content=323614032&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.massgeneralbrigham.org/en/about/newsroom/articles/talking-to-kids-about-violence
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/news.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/how-to-help-kids-cope-with-the-violence-they-hear-about-on-the-news
https://www.southhadleyschools.org/departments/mental-health-services
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/vXZ0AS-mXhs3GQkXn0WI4A~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlA2WcP0Q_aHR0cHM6Ly9zaXRlcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL3ZpZXcvc2hoc3ZpcnR1YWxtZWRpdGF0aW9uc3RhdGlvbi9ob21lVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjIRwyImPU78xqUhNld29vZEBzaHNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/vXZ0AS-mXhs3GQkXn0WI4A~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlA2WcP0Q_aHR0cHM6Ly9zaXRlcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL3ZpZXcvc2hoc3ZpcnR1YWxtZWRpdGF0aW9uc3RhdGlvbi9ob21lVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjIRwyImPU78xqUhNld29vZEBzaHNjaG9vbHMuY29tWAQAAAAB
https://caresolace.com/site/southhadley
https://caresolace.com/site/southhadley
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zC7arMrXyQHhiM9vOyNw2AREwLXpP30K/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104592367317520788894&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zC7arMrXyQHhiM9vOyNw2AREwLXpP30K/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104592367317520788894&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DyxQC1Y6EWS03-wBKt94r_MuM7Jv57av/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DvYCL1-qHYRdouUiBJplDI2nEyZEW8RCBMNP_yf-FBM/edit?usp=sharing

e Review the list regularly for deadlines and application requirements.

e You are responsible for knowing the deadlines, understanding the requirements, and
submitting your applications on time.

e Many scholarships currently say TBA (To Be Announced)—this means they haven't been
posted yet by the sponsoring organizations.

e Some scholarships may not return, and new ones may be added—check back often for
updates.

e Details such as deadlines, applications, and procedures may change, so stay informed.

SHHS Scholarship Packet:

e This is a single application for SHHS/community-based scholarships.

e It will be available in December and typically due the first week of February.

Extra Resources:

e Visit the Scholarship Tips and Resources document for ideas on where and how to
search for more scholarships.

e Requesting Supporting Documents:

e Transcripts: Request from Ms. Esempio via email — include your due date.

e |etters of Recommendation:
o Email teachers directly with your request.

o Be polite—ask before sending them any links (e.g., “May | send you a link to
upload your letter for the Big Y scholarship due Feb 17?7)

o Most students reuse letters written for college applications. These remain
confidential and are either uploaded by the recommender or given to you in a
sealed envelope.

o Important: Please request letters and transcripts at least two weeks in advance of
the deadline. Applying for scholarships takes effort—but the potential rewards
make it worth it!


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mpbz9xS8Oc_IBnxP5k5t-S8U_-Myw_KpVqIa7_h2R3I/edit?usp=sharing

Attention Seniors: It's time to send in your senior photos and first day of school photos! All
photos should be submitted by February 1, 2026. Please let Ms. Quinn know if you have any
questions or concerns or require an extension.

Senior Photo Size: 3.5” x 3.5” (a thin border will be added; larger photos will be cropped)
Accepted Formats: .jpg or .png
Email to: Ms. Quinn at jguinn@shschools.com

Yearbooks will be on sale starting in January
Don’t wait—send those photos in early!

Counseling Google Classroom for class of 2026: Students join so that caregivers can as

well! https://classroom.google.com/c/ODA1TMDMSMTE3Mjk0?cjc=eh7frxgr

Future Teacher Signing Day: On Tuesday May 12th, SHHS will host “Future Teacher Signing
Day”. This event is for students in the class of 2026 who will be continuing their education with a
major in education. We invite students and their guests to join us as they sign their commitment
letters and celebrate their choice. If you plan to continue on in the field of education, please
register to participate in this event. Sign up using this form

Senior Fees for Activities - Senior Fees are only due for things that your senior will participate
in. Those activities include cap & gown for graduation, class banquet, and senior field day/field
trip. Pay attention to Ms. Wood's weekly emails for up-to-date information.

Obligations for the school will be billed separately; lost/destroyed textbooks, library books,
etc., and collected in the main office.

Athletic Fees will be a separate bill and collected by the Athletic Director.

Mark your calendars:
5/15 Seniors Last Day of Class
5/18-5/22 Senior Final Exams

Caps and Gowns will be picked up after the All School Awards Assembly on Wednesday,
May 27th, at 9:00 am; if all obligations have been paid and the chrome book turned in.


https://classroom.google.com/c/ODA1MDM5MTE3Mjk0?cjc=eh7frxgr
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHM8keRrxKCfl3O43ZpcQp-_SItY8xdiWjRgC1i0296y62KA/viewform?usp=sf_link

Baccalaureate - May 28th at the High School at 5:00 pm. Seniors will be asked to submit a
photo to the class officers for the senior slideshow.

Senior Banquet- TBD

Grad Breakfast, Walk & Practice — Friday, May 29th, all seniors will report to the café for
breakfast at 7:45 am; wear your graduation regalia. Buses will bring seniors to the elementary
schools for their Graduation Walk through the halls to show the younger grades the value &
significance of education. Then seniors will proceed to Mt. Holyoke for Graduation practice and
will return before noon.

* Seniors must be present at rehearsal to walk in graduation that evening.

Graduation — Friday, May 29th at 6:00 pm at Mt. Holyoke. Seniors need to arrive by 5:00.

SHHS remains committed to maintaining a safe place for our staff and students. As we
continue to find ourselves in unprecedented times, it is more important than ever to hold a safe
place for difficult conversations. Our words are powerful and have the ability to cause harm that
may not be visible on the surface but have lasting effects in our school community. It is beyond
necessary to create an environment that listens, supports and validates each of our diverse
identities. We recognize that we are all on a journey of education. | feel fortunate to have the
ability to be a listening ear, but also provide our students with learning opportunities and
teachable moments that will allow them to become proactive members of our community.
Please know that if you find yourself in need of additional support, we are here.

SH Library

In 1906, Andrew Carnegie gave $10,000 so that South Hadley could build a municipal library in
the South Hadley Falls neighborhood. We’re excited to announce that history is repeating itself!
South Hadley Public Library is one of almost 1,300 Carnegie Libraries across the United States
that will receive a $10,000 gift from Carnegie Corporation of New York in celebration of
America’s 250th anniversary. More than a century after philanthropist Andrew Carnegie helped
fund the construction of 1,681 libraries nationwide, SHPL is still serving our community.

We are starting our annual food drive earlier this year. Beginning Monday, November 3, South
Hadley Public Library is accepting food and toiletry donations for Neighbors Helping Neighbors.
Our local food pantry is seeking much needed soup, hot and cold cereal, canned meat, tomato
products, shampoo, toothbrushes and toothpaste, deodorant and women’s hygiene products.
Please check the dates on your food items and do not bring any expired items. You can drop
items off in the boxes by the first floor elevator. Donations may also be brought to SHELD
(through Nov. 18) and the Senior Center (ongoing).



https://nhnfoodpantry.org/

Adult Programs at SHPL

This month the library is packed with history and genealogy! On Wednesday, November 5 at
6:00, join genealogist Dave Robison for_Understanding FamilySearch and learn how to dig into
one of the world’s largest free genealogy websites. He’s back on Wednesday, November 12 at
6:00 with_How to Begin Your Genealogy Search, a great starting point if you’re curious about
your family tree but don’t know where to begin._Sign up on our website under events and Adult
Programs to register. Then, in conjunction with the new Ken Burns’ PBS documentary “The
American Revolution” on Saturday, November 15 at 11:00, historian Jonathan Beagle
presents The Women’s War: Seeing the American Revolution Through Women’s Eyes,
shining a spotlight on the overlooked stories of women during the American Revolution. We’'ll
wrap up on Wednesday, November 19 at 6:00 when Alex MacKenzie from the Springfield
Armory shares the hidden history of the first Continental Arsenal and its key role in America’s
fight for independence.

Looking to join a book club? The library has a selection of books being talked about by groups
at the library and senior center. Library groups include the Hello Sunshine Book Club meeting
on Wednesday, November 5 at 6:30 to discuss Looking for Love in All the Haunted Places by
Claire Kann. Then, the Between the Covers Romance Book Club will meet on Tuesday,
November 18 from 3:00 - 4:00 to talk about Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus.

Looking for resources and information about local community health resources? Meet with
South Hadley's Public Health Department to discuss your concerns, hear about new initiatives,
and learn about programs and services available to help you lead a healthier life. The Public
Health Office Hour will be held Monday, November 17 at 3:00.

Online Author Programs (click each program for more information)

¢ Community, Power, and the Search for Indigenous Identity with Award-Winning
Journalist Joseph Lee, Author of the debut memoir Nothing More of This Land.
Wednesday, November 5 at 2:00

e The Search for Truth and the Persistence of Love Across Time with Novelist
Amanda Peters, Bestselling Author and Winner of the 2024 Andrew Carnegie Medal for
Excellence in Fiction. Thursday, November 13 at 7:00

e Unlock the Secret Language of Connection with Supercommunicator Charles
Duhigg, Pulitzer-Prize Winning Journalist and New York Times Bestselling Author of The
Power of Habit. Tuesday, November 18 at 2:00

Children’s Programs at SHPL

November is Native American Heritage Month and Picture Book Month (and_Children’s Book
Week)! We'll be featuring both throughout the month in our displays and during storytimes on
Wednesday mornings at 10:30 and Monday evenings at 6:30.

If you haven'’t already signed up to attend the Poop Museum, it's not too late! Susie returns with
more scatalogical fun facts on Saturday, November 8 at 10:30.



https://shadleylib.libcal.com/event/13408981
https://shadleylib.libcal.com/event/13408984
https://www.shadleylib.org/
https://libraryc.org/shadleylib/99652
https://libraryc.org/shadleylib/99652
https://libraryc.org/shadleylib/100257
https://libraryc.org/shadleylib/100257
https://libraryc.org/shadleylib/100862
https://libraryc.org/shadleylib/100862
https://everychildareader.net/cbw/
https://everychildareader.net/cbw/
https://shadleylib.libcal.com/event/14865685

Music with Mr. Liam returns as well, on Saturday, November 29 at 10:30. Get your
post-Thanksgiving wiggles out with some ten-second dance parties!

All our regular programs continue - Lego & Games (Mon & Wed at 3:00), Rhyme Time
(Tuesdays at 10:30), Baby Lapsit (November 14 and 21 at 10:00), Graphic November Book
Club (November 13 at 4:00), Read to a Dog (November 18 at 6:00), Japanese Storytime with
Kanae (November 1 at 10:30) - and our new Pride Club for Kids will meet twice this month,
November 4 and 18 at 4:00.

Remember, our puzzle swap is available whenever the library is open, and you can_request a
Book Bundle anytime!

Teen Programs at SHPL

This month for Teens (ages 11 through 19) we have a lot of great offerings! YA Book Tasting
happens the first Monday of the month 3:30-5:00. This month's Crafternoon takes place
Thursday, November 13 from 4:00-5:00. We will be making Shrinky Dinks. No sign up is
needed. Night Craft will be happening on Tuesday, November 25 from 6:30- 7:30. We will be
crafting Paper Pulp Painting. None of these programs require_registration unless you would like
an email reminder. Snackternoon will be on Thursday, November 20 from 4:00 - 5:00. Please
note this is the third Thursday this month due to Thanksgiving. Please_sign up so we can have
enough supplies for all teen participants.

Monthly gaming sessions will be happening on Tuesdays, November 4 & 18 for Xbox X.
Mondays, November 10 & 24 for Switch. All gaming sessions start at 3:30 and run until 5:00.
No sign up is needed.

Teen Takeaways continue to be available. This month features Origami Maple Leaves._Sign up
once and get a new Teen Takeaway every month. We also have our latest Booktrovert pick:
Thieves' Gambit by Kayvon Lewis. There are no in-person meet ups, just enjoy the book on
your own time. Copies are available in the Teen Room for check out. Any questions please
email Bethany.

Gaylord Memorial Library Programs

Join the Gaylord Trustees and the South Hadley Conservation Commission and the Miller
Worley Center for the Environment on Saturday, November 1 from 10:00 to 12:00 for Tree
Planting and Pollinator Garden Care. The Trustees will provide warm drinks.

Spice Club is sampling Southern New England Spice Co.’s Truffle Salt this month! Sign up_here
and discuss your cooking and baking plans with other spice enthusiasts on Thursday,
November 6 at 6:30.

For more baking fun, join us for Elegant Pies with Daniela, on Thursday, November 13 at
6:30. This includes a hands-on workshop on decorations like rosettes, leaves and other pie


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0HBPvUtU3A5C044IudJK3YaI4K6-bx_5iGiC3jGX5XAl7Bg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0HBPvUtU3A5C044IudJK3YaI4K6-bx_5iGiC3jGX5XAl7Bg/viewform
https://shadleylib.libcal.com/calendar/shpl?cid=20945&t=g&d=0000-00-00&cal=20945&audience=9237&inc=0
https://shadleylib.libcal.com/event/15582077
https://shadleylib.libcal.com/event/15581988
https://shadleylib.libcal.com/event/15170182

crust creations, and a demo of Daniela’s easy and award-winning pie crust recipe. Register
here.

Mount Holyoke Astronomy student Daniela Quinteras-Parilla will present a talk for all ages on
Galaxies and Nebulae on Thursday, November 20 at 6:30.

For kids we also have our usual Story Times (Fridays at 10:30). We have Drop-In Crafts
Thursdays, November 7 & 21 from 3:00 to 6:00 and LEGO Club meets Thursdays, October
14 & 28 from 3:00 to 6:00.

Families can also join us on Saturday, November 1 at 10:15 for Trains-n-Tracks, and
Saturday November 15 at 10:15 for Puzzles and Board Games.

November Holidays
The libraries will be closed on

e Tuesday, November 11 for Veterans Day
e Thursday & Friday, November 27-28 for Thanksgiving

KEY WEBSITES to STAY CONNECTED:

Online calendar for library programs (including registration information)
SHPL Facebook page

South Hadley Public Library homepage

Gaylord Memorial Library homepage

Town of South Hadley homepage



https://shadleylib.libcal.com/event/15416168
https://shadleylib.libcal.com/event/15416168
https://shadleylib.libcal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthHadleyLibrary/
http://www.shadleylib.org/
https://gaylordlibrary.org/
https://www.southhadley.org/
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