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By Ron Barry

COMPETITION CHEER SQUAD HEADED BACK TO
NATIONALS AS GAME DAY GRAND CHAMPION
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Above: Crockett's Grand Champions and their coaches.

At Crockett County High School’s “Trunk or Treat” event last
Thursday, senior cheerleader Gracie Gaines was asked how
the cheer team had done at its first competitive venture the
previous weekend.

A hesitant smile came across her face. “Ummm...”
That was it — she didn't say anything else. The clear message:
Not well.

Fast forward to Saturday at “The America’s Cheerleading Cup”
regional event in Louisville, where the Lady Cavaliers more
than redeemed themselves with a first-place finish in the
Super Varsity Game Day category and the event's overall
Game Day Grand Champions title, earning them a paid-bid
entry into the Nationals in February in Orlando.

“Whew — what a weekend!” said a relieved Brandi Wilson, who
drilled the team on the routine with fellow coaches Ellary
Brewster and Clarissa Dupree. “I'm so proud of every girl who
at the end of every school day came to practice for at least
two hours with us — then more hours at home, on top of
football games every Friday night. No one knows the hours
you put into ‘just cheering!” They definitely showed out in this
competition and | couldn’'t be more proud of each one of
them.”
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Wilson issued a special round of thanks for Brewster and Dupree
— “These girls and | couldn’t do what we do without both of you!”
— and to Sarah Kennedy, who produced a “hype” video for the
squad. Wilson also expressed gratitude for the help that
Principal Jerrod Shelton gives to the team, as well as unofficial
“Assistant  Assistant Coach” Josh Fronabarger, whose
performance “notes” are crucial to the team’s improvement.

The excited squad members had similar feelings about the
experience regarding the amount of hours they put into the
practice time and the mindset required to succeed, although
their expression of their achievement took different paths.

Some were direct and succinct.

“The Cavalier cheerleaders are unstoppable!” said Makayla
Murphy.

“Three minutes (the performance length) can be overwhelming
and hard, but doing your best absolutely pays off,” said Layla
Petty. “Next stop: Nationals!”

“It was so exciting to win this weekend; the feeling was
unmatched,” said Kinzey Hutchison. “We all went in with great
attitudes and mindsets and wanted to win. After last weekend's
competition at Memphis we worked even harder to perfect our
routine and it gave us lots of motivation. I'm so proud of our
team and the hours of practice we have put into this. We
couldn't do it without our amazing coaches.”

“This weekend has meant a lot to me because of all the hard
work we put into cheer,” said Mia Grace Simmons. “Not many
get to see behind the scenes. The team and the coaches have a
soft spot in my heart and | couldn’t do it without them. And I'm
also grateful that God gave me the opportunity to do something
like this with great people. Go Cavs!”

“Crockett County Cheer is headed to Orlando! | love this team
so much,” said Carrington Smith. “I'm so happy our hard work
has paid off. Our coaches have poured so much into this
program and I'm so thankful we had the chance to compete. The
cheering isn't over. It's time to work and practice even harder
until Spring.”

Two of the more interesting responses came from one girl who
had little time to learn the routine and another who pointed to
her faith as the foundation for how the last couple of weeks
helped her growth.
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“These past three-to-four weeks have been so exciting for
me,” said newcomer Jentry Elmore. “When | first tried out |
wasn't able to do competition cheer because | play volleyball,
but | got a call from Mrs. Ellary one night asking if | could come
and fill in for a friend that got injured. | was so nervous
because | only had one week to learn about everything, but I'm
so excited that | got to cheer again. | am so thankful for my
teammates and | can’t wait for Nationals.”

The faith story comes from Allyssa Ward.

“This weekend has really shown me the glory of God,” she said.
“I went into this weekend with a winning mindset: of believing
in myself and my ability to succeed, even when things get
tough; focusing on my goals, seeing challenges as
opportunities to learn and grow.

“Last competition, our team didn’'t get the outcome we
wanted. But | went to God about it, got in the Scriptures and
found Ephesians 3:20 (‘Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to
his power that is at work within us..”). This verse stuck with me
because it tells how if it doesn't happen in the way you
wanted, it will happen in a better way than you imagined. The
placement we received (the first weekend) just made us
hungry for that bid.

“We watched the routine too many times to count, critiquing
every little motion and face we made. The hours of practice
every day after school, or even on a random Sunday after
church; the dedication we put into this sport; but our coaches
too, made me realize the love | have for cheerleading. | forever
thank Jesus for the opportunity he has provided me to share
memories with girls | love most in this world, and the biggest
blessing of having coaches who love this sport as much as |
do. The journey may not have been easy.. but when the time
is right, the Lord will make it happen.”

It happened for the Lady Cavs in Louisville. It's time for some
Orlando magic now.
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Above: Sarah Breland displays the Grand Champions banner.

Below: Eva Burleson, Gracie Gaines, and Makayla Murphy at the Louisville
competition. (Photo by April Burleson)

Above: The squad performed its routine at halftime of the final regular season home football game. (Photo by Sandra
Gonzalez)
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Left: Kinzey Hutchison and her teammates nailed the routine at the
football halftime. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Lexie Beaird and Mia Grace Simmons are the final scoreboard for
Crockett's placement in Louisville. (Photo by Jill Beaird)

Above: Crockett's Orlando-bound competition cheer team.
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