For release from the United Way of Knox County’s Resource Navigation Program

A recent bulletin from Knox County’s Job and Family Services alerted families about an
upcoming disruption to food assistance programs. With federal funding frozen, benefits
like SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) have not been approved for
release in November. This means that over 2,700 households in Knox County might not
have EBT cards reloaded with their monthly stipend, plunging families into food
insecurity.

Our local non-profit network is jumping into action to provide food for anyone affected by
the temporary gap in benefits with hot meals offered every day of the week and
increased opportunities to shop food pantries.

Free hot meals are available every day through the generosity of dedicated
congregations around Mount Vernon. For a complete list of meal locations, check out
the Resource Navigator’s hot meal guide.

For grocery items, Knox County residents can shop any of the following food pantries:

e Interchurch Social Services (4 locations that serve residents based on school
district)

e Salvation Army (206 E Ohio Avenue)

e First Church of the Nazarene (807 Coshocton Avenue)

e Church on the Rise (7512 Newark Road)

e Center of Hope (www.hopeinohio.org)

e Centerburg Church of God (4697 Columbus Road)

e Mount Vernon residents can also shop ACTS/Seventh Day Adventist Food
Pantry (474 Wooster Road)

Each food pantry has specific hours of operation, and some require tickets. You can find
up-to-date information through United Way on Facebook @Live United Knox County
Ohio or on our website: www.uwayknox.org

In addition to regular pantry service, Interchurch Social Services, with the help of Food
for the Hungry, has organized a special pop-up event this Saturday, November 1, from
10:00am-12:00pm at Habitat for Humanity (405 W. Chestnut Street, Mount Vernon).
Anyone making 200% or less of the Federal Poverty Level can receive a box of food.
Distribution events like this are expected to continue for as long as benefits are frozen.

If you would like to contribute toward the work of local food assistance efforts, you can
donate at Food for the Hungry. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the
Resource Navigator at United Way, Walt Lewis (walt@uwayknox.org) for a complete list
of service opportunities.



http://tinyurl.com/HotMealsKnoxJan24
https://www.hopeinohio.org/
https://www.uwayknox.org/
https://engage.suran.com/foodforthehungry/s/give/gift/9aa02318670144f5ad462d6c50c86241
mailto:walt@uwayknox.org

The United Way is dedicated to helping residents find local assistance. For more
information about community resources for a wide range of issues, including rental or
utility assistance, please see our Resource Navigator guide.



https://www.uwayknox.org/_files/ugd/fa7536_81d6d3bd749c425aad2401c7bb1f7feb.pdf

