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[November Edition] 

N E W S L E T T E R 
Carrolltowne Elementary School 

6542 Ridge Road, Sykesville MD 21784 (Phone) 410-751-3530 (Fax) 410-751-3534 
Becky DuPree, Principal  |  Erin Sikorski, Assistant Principal  |  ces.carrollk12.org 

Hello November!! 

November 4th marks 

the end of the first 

quarter.  Parents have 

the opportunity to sit 

down and discuss their 

child’s progress with 

their teacher during parent-

requested parent-teacher 

conferences on Tuesday, 

November 25th.  A “Sign Up 

Genius” will be sent out via 

School Messenger.  In the 

event the meeting slots for 

the teachers that you wish to 

meet fill up, please reach out 

to them directly to set up a 

mutually agreeable time to 

meet.  Report cards will be 

distributed November 11th.  

Picture retake day is on 

Thursday, November 20th 

starting promptly at 9:20am. If 

your student was absent on 

picture day, we will capture 

them on the 20th. 

American Education Week is 

November 17th-21st.  We are 

excited to welcome you into 

your child’s classroom.  Here 

are a few notes for a smooth 

week: 

➢ Check classrooms 

visitation schedules, 

before heading to the 

school.  

➢ Please use parking behind 

Walmart. 

➢ Don’t forget your I.D. You  

must check in and out at 

the front office. 

➢ Please do not plan on 

eating lunch with your 

student as we have 

limited space during 

school-wide events. 

➢ Visitation during recess is 

not permitted. 

➢ Parent permission is 

needed if someone other 

than parents visit. 

➢ Siblings are not permitted, 

even if in a stroller. 

All of these details as wells as 

a schedule of times when 

you cannot visit can be 

found on page 6 and 7. 

Our amazing PTA has already 

begun 

working on 

this years 

Carrolltowne Players 

production of “Shrek 

Jr.” Check out the PTA 

website for auditions 

and upcoming 

meetings. 

Remember to keep an eye 

on the weather as 

temperatures fluctuate. This is 

important because recess 

and PE may take place 

outside. Your child needs to 

be prepared. 

Have a great November and 

a wonderful Thanksgiving 

holiday! 

 

Mrs. DuPree, Principal 

Mrs. Sikorski, Assistant 

Principal 
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Lunch Times 

Pre-K 12:20 - 12:50 

Kindergarten 11:50 - 12:20 

1st grade 11:20 - 11:50 

2nd grade 11:00 - 11:30 

3rd grade 12:30 - 1:00 

4th Grade 12:10 - 12:40 

5th grade 12:50 - 1:20 

Specials Schedule 

Pre-K 2:15-2:45 

Kindergarten 10:15-11:15 

1st grade 1:45-2:45 

2nd grade 12:45-1:45 

3rd grade 9:15-10:15 

4th Grade 2:45-3:45 

5th grade 11:15-12:15 

2025-2026 Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Tuesday, November 25, 2025  (Parent request) 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026  (Parent request) 

School Phone Phone:  410-751-3530       Fax:  410-751-3534  

School Website  ces.carrollk12.org 

School Hours 
8:45 a.m. First bell rings; doors open for students  

9:15 a.m. Second bell rings and instruction begins  

3:45 p.m. Instruction ends; dismissal begins at 3:50 p.m. 

Office Hours The office is staffed between 8:00 a.m. and 4:15 p.m.     

2025-2026 Report Card Dates 

Quarter 
Midterm Report  

(Special Ed & K-2 only) 

End of Marking   

Period 
Report Cards Sent Home 

1 October 1 November  4 11/11/25 

2 December 10 January 23 1/30/26 

3 February 27 April 9 4/16/26 

4 May 12 June 12 Last Day 

If your child will be ABSENT, LATE, DISMISSED EARLY or has a 

CHANGE of DISMISSAL - please send an email to 
CESattendance@carrollk12.org 

2025-2026 REFRIGERATOR PAGE 

Contacts 

 

Mrs. DuPree, Principal  

Mrs. Sikorski, Assistant Principal 

Ms. Stacey, School Counselor 

Mrs. Sackett, “Nurse Lisa”, School Nurse 

Early Dismissal Days   

Dismissal Begins at 1:00 

11/4/25 | 11/26/25 |12/12/25 

|12/23/25| 1/16/26 |2/13/26 | 3/13/26 

|4/9/26 |4/27/26 | 5/22/26 |6/12/26 

An Easy Reference for General Information!  

Cafeteria Pricing 

Breakfast $1.50   
Hot Lunch $2.50 
(Second Lunch: $4.00)   

Milk $ .60 | Ice Cream/Chips $ 1.00 
*Applications for free and reduced priced meals are   

accepted throughout the school year. 

Early Dismissal Lunch Times 

Pre-K 12:20 - 12:50 

Kindergarten 11:30 - 12:00 

1st grade 10:50 - 11:20 

2nd grade 10:30 - 11:00 

3rd grade 12:10 - 12:40 

4th Grade 11:10 - 11:40 

5th grade 11:50 - 12:20 

ABSENT: 

Example: If your student will not attend 

school send an Absent email: 

Email Subject: Absent 

Student Name: 

Teacher/Grade: 

Reason for absence: 

CHANGE OF DISMISSAL: 

Example: If your student will exit the 

school a different way than normal, send 

a Change of Dismissal email: 

Email Subject: Change of Dismissal 

Student Name: 

Teacher/Grade: 

Change from: Car Rider 

Change to: (if changing to bus, include 

bus # and street stops) 

LATE ARRIVAL: 

Example: If your student will arrive late 

send a LATE ARRIVAL email:                                     

Email Subject: Late Arrival 

Students Name: 

Teacher/Grade: 

Arrival Time: 

Reason for late arrival: 

EARLY DISMISSAL: 

Example: If your student has to leave early 

during the school day, send an             

Early Dismissal email: 

Email Subject: Early Dismissal 

Students Name: 

Teacher/Grade: 

Time of Dismissal: 

Reason for early dismissal: 

Will student return? 

https://ces.carrollk12.org/
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                         NOVEMBER 2025 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4 EARLY DISMISSAL | End of marking period | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
PTA Meeting | Media Center | 7:00PM | All are welcome! Please Come! | ENTER THROUGH FRONT 

DOORS 

MON-FRI, NOVEMBER 10

-14 
Book Fair 2025 | Family Event | Media Center | See page 7 for details! 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 Veteran’s Day Celebration | PTA Sponsored 

MON-FRI, NOVEMBER 17

-21 
American Education Week | See pages 5 & 6 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 

20 
School Picture Make-Up Day! | 9:15-10:00am 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25 Parent/Teacher Conferences | Parent Requested 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 

26 
EARLY DISMISSAL | Last day before Thanksgiving Holiday | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm 

THURSDAY, NOV 27-

FRIDAY, NOV 28 
SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Thanksgiving Holiday! 

                         DECEMBER 2025 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 PTA Sponsored Holiday Shop | Details coming soon! 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11 Winter Concert/5th Grade Art Show| Details coming soon! 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12 EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23 EARLY DISMISSAL | Last day before Winter Break | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24-

31 
SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Winter Break! 

                         JANUARY 2026 

THUR-FRI, JANUARY 1-2 SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Winter Break! 

MONDAY,  JANUARY 5 SCHOOL/OFFICES REOPEN 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 19 SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22 Yearbook Pictures | Clubs and Candids 

MONDAY, JANUARY 26 Schools Closed for Students | Professional Development Day for Teachers 

                         FEBRUARY 2026 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13 EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16 SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Presidents Day! 

                         MARCH 2026 

FRIDAY, MARCH 13 EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. 

MONDAY, MARCH 16 Schools Closed for Students | Professional Development Day for Teachers 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES! 
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As we move into Flu season, I would like to 

share this helpful information on how to fight 

the flu, and some 

information on promoting 

mental wellness. 

 

Ways to Fight the Flu 

• Get your annual vaccine 

• Avoid touching your face, eyes, nose, 

mouth 

• Cover your mouth when you sneeze/

cough 

• Eat nutritious food, drink plenty of water, 

exercise and get 9-12 hours of sleep per 

night 

• Wash your hands, wash your 

hands, wash your hands! 

• Stay home if you're sick 

 

Ways to Promote Mental Wellness 

▪ Get outside with your children every day 

for fresh air! 

▪ Encourage them to get good rest every 

night, put devices outside of their 

bedrooms at a set time each 

night to encourage good 

sleep patterns. 

▪ Encourage them to talk 

about their feelings 

▪ Set aside time for weekly FAMILY FUN!   

 

Here are a few extra reminders!! 

 If your child has a fever, vomiting and/or 

diarrhea, they may return to school AFTER 

being SYMPTOM FREE (without fever 

reducing medication) for 24 HOURS. 

 If your child has strep throat, they MUST be 

on antibiotics for 24 HOURS BEFORE 

returning to school. 

 If your child has conjunctivitis, they MUST 

be on antibiotic drops for 24 HOURS 

BEFORE returning to school. 

 If your child has the flu, please have your 

doctor write a note regarding return to 

school. They must be fever 

free for 24 hours with 

symptoms significantly 

improved. 

 If your child has COVID: If they 

have been fever free for 24 

hours and their symptoms have 

significantly improved, they may return to 

school. 

 Any other communicable illness, please 

provide a return to school doctor's note. 

 

Finally, temperatures will be dropping soon. 

Please remember to send students in 

weather appropriate clothing. 

Fall jackets are a great idea!  

 

Thank you for helping me with 

the task of keeping our Cardinals healthy! It is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Be well, 

Nurse Lisa 

 
REMEMBER OUR VETERANS 

 
Veterans Day is          
November 11th. 

Honor All Who Served 
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November 3, 2025 

Dear Parents and Guardians - 

November 17-21 is American Education Week.  We welcome you to visit, celebrate public 

education and see your child in a classroom setting. For a successful visit, note the 

following: 

 Parent Permission is required if someone other than a parent or legal guardian is 

visiting. A “Parent Permission Form” must be on file in the office.  (The form is located 

here on the CES Website.) 

 Please remember that this day is not designed to be interactive, and teachers are not 

able to conference during visitation. 

 The Schedule: There are times when teachers/classrooms may not be available for 

visitation, due to assessments or meetings.  For these dates/times please refer to the 
attached schedule. All times in RED means you CANNOT visit during those times. 

 Parking: For American Education Week all visitors must park in the lot behind the 

Walmart shopping center. This allows ample room for staff, visiting staff and our “five-

minute” visitors who may be picking up or dropping off children. 

 Arrival for visitors during American Education Week is after 9:30 a.m.  Ring the door bell, 

come through the front door and check-in in the office. All visitors must have an ID to 
enter.   

 Lunch.  Due to limited space in our cafeteria, visitors are NOT permitted to eat lunch 

with students during school-wide events.  Thank you for your understanding.  

 Recess. Visitation during recess is not permitted. See the visitation schedule. 

 Siblings are not permitted even if in a stroller. 

 Departure for visitors during American Education Week will be no later than 3:15 p.m. 

Please let the office know when you leave! 

 

Thank you and we hope to see you during American Education Week. 

Becky DuPree 

Principal 

 

Erin Sikorski 

Assistant Principal 

file://ccps.wan/home/CES/jaamico/PermissionToVisitForm.pdf
https://ces.carrollk12.org/resources/parent-resources
file:///C:/Users/jaamico/Downloads/AmerEdWkBlackOutDates (1).pdf
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Do not visit during the times in RED 
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Do not visit during the times in RED 
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About the CES “Lost & Found”   

 - Location: cafeteria  

 - students may look through it dur-

ing lunch. 

How to avoid the Lost & Found! 

• Label everything!!!!!  Jackets, hoodies, sweaters, hats, gloves, water bottles 

• Remind your child to get their coat/hoodie after recess and PE 

 

 

Save the date:   
Book Fair Daily for Students:     

11/10/-11/14/2025 

 

Book Fair Family Nights: 

Monday - Wednesday 

4:30-6pm! 

We were doing really great for a while... 
and then along came the cooler weather... 

 Book Fair Homepage  

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/carrolltowneelementaryschool
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If it’s not the geese it’s the…..               

PINK FLAMINGOS 

Courtesy of the LHS Drama Club, Carrolltowne was 

the home of a flock of pink flamingos for an entire 

day! Wonder how the geese felt about that?                                                    

Our Cardinals loved it!!! 

               Take the family for a night out with the       

LHS Drama club. 

There’s a lot going on at CES!!  
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Kindergarten had a great visit with the Sykesville Fire Department   

exploring and learning about the importance of their services to the 

community. 

The Sykesville Fire Department at CES! 

Thank you for            

your service!! 
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Not sure if you noticed... 

Our canopy walkway looks a little different! We have a 

new CES sign and some greenery, courtesy of a donation 

made by Isaiah Watson (of Caliday), our designated after 

school care. Thank you to the entire Caliday staff! 
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IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER! 
Have a change of dismissal? 

Please notify the office at CESattendance@carrollk12.org by 1:30pm 

on the day of the dismissal. 

 

Parent PickUp 

During parent pickup, please find a parking space and park. Do 

NOT park along the curb/sidewalk or in front of orange cones. 

 
ID Required 

Always have your ID with you and ready to show a CES staff member. You may not enter the build-

ing or pick up a student without one. 

 
Parking 

During large school events, please park in the parking lot behind Petco. We recommend not park-

ing along Gemini or blocking resident driveways. Parking along Gemini can cause traffic issues en-

tering and exiting Carrolltowne. This can also become a problem for residents. 

After School CES Events 

If your student is not in school the day of an evening CES event, the student may not participate in 

the evening event.   

Portable electronic devices  

Please note the CCPS Regulations for portable electronic devices in elementary schools, below: 

Devices must be silenced and stored (out of sight) upon entry to the school until exit from the 

school. It is highly recommended that elementary students do not bring personally owned portable, 

electronic devices to school or on the bus. At the elementary level, smart-watches are considered 

portable electronic devices and treated the same as cell phones. 

 
Be Weather-Ready 

For safety reason, parents wait outside when picking up a student early, so please dress accordingly 

as the weather changes. 

 
Picking Up a Student for an appointment? 

We will call your student down for dismissal once you arrive at the school. If your schedule is tight 

please arrive early.  

 

 

 

Thank you for your cooperation!! 
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ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLDS SHOULD STILL APPLY FOR MEAL BENEFITS 

Eligible households should still apply for meal benefits at www.myschoolapps.com. One application can be completed for the entire 
household when all members are listed. Parents may apply for benefits at any time during the school year. Eligibility for meal benefits may 
help families receive additional resources such as subsidized internet service, field trip fee waivers, and P-EBT benefits so it is important to 
still apply if you meet eligibility guidelines.  

WHEN MONEY IS NECESSARY FOR YOUR STUDENT’S ACCOUNT 

CCPS offers a variety of a la carte items for purchase in the cafeteria. Our a la carte food and beverage items meet the nutritional standards 
of the Smart Snacks in Schools regulations. Each student has a cafeteria account that they can access with an assigned PIN. To place 
money on an account visit www.myschoolbucks.com or send cash or personal checks made out to your school with your child. Please visit 
our food services page for detailed information on the snacks available in our schools. A la carte items will be gradually introduced.  Please 
note:  Kindergarteners typically aren’t introduced to a la carte items until January.  This is to make sure they have learned to eat their lunch 
in a timely fashion 

CASH OR STUDENT’S ACCOUNT (VIA THEIR PIN#) WILL BE USED TO PAY FOR 

SECOND MEALS AND A LA CARTE ITEMS  

If students wish to purchase a second meal or purchase a la carte items, they will need to know their pin number (or use cash).  You can 
find your child’s PIN number under the registration tab in Home Access. Have them memorize it.  Food may not be charged (put on an 
account to be paid for later). 

WHERE TO FIND THE MENUS FOR BREAKFAST AND LUNCHES 

Digital Menus Interactive menus and nutritional information available online! Visit carrollk12.nutrislice.com or download the 
Nutrislice app for your iOS or Android device.  

 

The Cardinal Cafe 

~ Community Support Information ~ 
The needs of some members of our community are increasing due to current circumstances.  Below you will 
find links to community supports and information regarding Free and Reduced Meals Benefits available at 
school.  Feel free to reach out to your school if you have questions on how to access these resources. 

 Carroll County Government- Carroll County Free Food Resources: 

https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/residents/carroll-county-food-resource/ 

 CCPS Free and Reduced Price School Meals Information: 

You may apply for free or reduced price meals any time during the school year. 

 Online Application: 

http://www.myschoolapps.com/Application 

 2025-2026 Meal Benefit Information and Paper Application: 

https://www.carrollk12.org/fs/resource-manager/view/5ed1235d-c5cc-4813-
95c7-6dc117c5a538 

 Link to CCPS Food Services: 

https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/financial-services/food-services 

https://www.carrollk12.org/admin/financeservices/foodservices
carrollk12.nutrislice.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrollcountymd.gov%2Fresidents%2Fcarroll-county-food-resource%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjaamico%40carrollk12.org%7C2f77afa73f634d23281308de187b382a%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7C0%7C638
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myschoolapps.com%2FApplication&data=05%7C02%7Cjaamico%40carrollk12.org%7C2f77afa73f634d23281308de187b382a%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7C0%7C638975114913567221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrollk12.org%2Ffs%2Fresource-manager%2Fview%2F5ed1235d-c5cc-4813-95c7-6dc117c5a538&data=05%7C02%7Cjaamico%40carrollk12.org%7C2f77afa73f634d23281308de187b382a%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9c
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrollk12.org%2Ffs%2Fresource-manager%2Fview%2F5ed1235d-c5cc-4813-95c7-6dc117c5a538&data=05%7C02%7Cjaamico%40carrollk12.org%7C2f77afa73f634d23281308de187b382a%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9c
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrollk12.org%2Foperation%2Ffinancial-services%2Ffood-services&data=05%7C02%7Cjaamico%40carrollk12.org%7C2f77afa73f634d23281308de187b382a%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7C0%7C63897
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                     NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION 

 
The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary to Maryland State De-

partment of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital status, mental or physical disability, 
ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.  

 
The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly committed to creating equal employment and educational opportunities for 
all persons by providing an environment that supports optimal academic achievement and productive work and is free from any 

form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities, educational programs, and extracurricular activities. 

 
The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:  Director of Human 

Resources, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157, (410) 751-3070. 

   

ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT 

 

Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in employment or the provision of ser-
vices, programs or activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for communication should contact the Communica-
tions Office at 410-751-3020 or publicinfo@carrollk12.org, or write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125 North Court 
Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, may use Relay or 7-1
-1. Please contact the school system at least one (1) week in advance of the date the special accommodation is needed. 

 

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is available from the Director of Facilities Management, (410) 751-
3177, or the Communications Officer, (410) 751-3020, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157.   

CONSENT AND RELEASE  

2025-2026 

Permission to Photograph, Videotape or Audiotape 

 Throughout the school year, the Carroll County Public School System frequently covers school activities and may use your 
child’s photograph, video image, or voice for educational, informational, or public relations purposes, with or without identification by 
name. 

 If you do not wish to have your child’s voice reproduced on tape or to have his/her image appear in such things as a video or 

a photograph, or on the school or school system website or social media, please notify the school principal in writing.  It is assumed 

that parents and guardians consent to their children being audiotaped, photographed, videotaped, or having their image placed on a 

school website or social media by the school system unless such notification is received. There are also occasions when the media 

cover certain school events (such as when a government leader visits a school).  If you do not wish to have your child ’s name or like-

ness published by the media, you should address your concerns directly to the school involved so that the media is so advised.  

Please be advised that the school system has no control over the media when they are covering activities such as sporting events 

and musical programs that are open to the public. 

Use of Student Work on Websites or in Publications 

There may be times throughout the year when the Carroll County Public School System wishes to display student work on school 

websites, social media, or in publications. If you do not wish to have your child’s art, poetry, writing, etc. appear on school websites, 

social media, or in publications, please notify the school principal in writing. It is assumed that parents and guardians consent to their 

child’s work being displayed on school websites, social media, or in publications unless such notification is received. 

Revised 6/30/17 


