R,
L heney :

" *
ublic Schools

For our children, our community, our world, our future

To: Instructional Paraeducators

From: Mr. Arlt, Assistant Superintendent

Cheney Public Schools
12414 South Andrus Road
Cheney, WA 99004

(509) 559-4599

In January of 2018, the State of Washington approved a Paraeducator Certificate Program for
Instructional Paraeducators, which first includes the Fundamental Course of Study. The Fundamental
Course of Study (FCS) outlines completion of 28 hours of professional development surrounding state-
adopted knowledge and skill competency standards to be completed over two school years. School
districts across the state are required to provide Instructional Paraeducators with those 28 hours of

the Fundamental Course of Study.

The four areas of focus have been defined as:

1) Support Educational Outcomes (11 hours total);

2) Demonstrate Professionalism and Ethical Practices (6 hours total);

3) Support a Positive and Safe Learning Environment (8 hours total);

4) Communicate Effectively and Participate in the Team Process (3 hours total)

Learning objectives have been designed around each of the above standards as follows:

1) Support Educational Outcomes

Minimum hour(s)

FCSO01: Introduction to Cultural Identity and Diversity 4
FCS02: Methods of Educational and Instructional Support 4
FCSO03: Technology Basics 2
FCS04: Using and Collecting Data 1
Total: 11
2) Demonstrate Professionalism and Ethical Practices Minimum hour(s)
FCSO05: District Orientation of Roles and Responsibilities 3
FCS06: Equity 3
Total: 6
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3) Support a Positive and Safe Learning Environment Minimum hour(s)
FCS07: Behavior management strategies including de- 2
escalation techniques
FCS08: Child and Adolescent Development 2
FCS09: Emergency and Health Safety 1
FCS10: Positive and Safe Learning Environment 3

Total: 8
4) Communicate Effectively and Participate in the Team Process Minimum hour(s)
FCS11: Communication Basics 2
FCS12: Communication Challenges 1

Total: 3

Total: 28 hours

Cheney Public Schools has worked diligently to develop a thoughtful plan for delivering this professional
development to all instructional paraeducators. The Professional Educator Standards Board (PESB) has
been very clear about the requirement to complete the initial 14 hours of training during the first
school year of employment for new hires. Cheney Public Schools aims to have the majority of the
training completed each school year. Additionally there will be principal-led professional development
around PBIS and building Emergency Procedures that will take place in each building.

As a requirement of your employment as an instructional paraeducator, it is imperative that you
participate in these sessions.



Paraeducator Professional Development

Track A -

Day 1 — Fall Conferences

Day 2 — Fall Conferences

Methods of
Educational &
Instructional
Support

FC502

4 hours

Equity

FC506

2 hours

Using &
Collecting Data

FC504

1 hour

Cultural Diversity

FCS01

4 hours

District Role
Orientation

FCS05

1 hour

Track B —

Day 1 — Spring Conferences

Day 2 — Spring Conferences

Technol Behavior
Bicgiggo = FCs03 2 hours Management/ FCS07 (2hrs) |2 hours
De-escalation (555)
— FC511 (2) .
Communication FCS12 (1) 3 hours Child Development |FCS08 2 hours
AR District FCSO05 1 Hour
Orientation
Building Responsibilities
PBIS FCS10 Positive & Safe 1 hour
Learning Environment
Emergency Procedures FCS10 Positive & Safe 2 hours
Learning Environment
Human Resources/Vector
HR Orientation FCSO5 District Orientation 1 hour
Vector Training FCSO5 District Orientation 1 hour
Vector Training FCS06 Equity 1 hour
Vector Training FCS09 Emer. & Health Safety | 1 hour
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PROGRAM

The paraeducator certificate program offers standards-based
training for all instructional paraeducators in Washington State.
The Fundamental Course of Study and general certificate are
required when funding is provided by the Legislature.

FUNDAMENTAL COURSE OF STUDY (FCS)

The program begins with 28 hours of training that covers the
paraeducator standards of practice. School districts are
responsible for providing this training.

GENERAL PARAEDUCATOR CERTIFICATE

The general certificate includes an additional 70 clock hours
of training to help improve instructional practices. School
districts must ensure this training is provided by an approved
clock hour provider.

SUBJECT MATTER
CERTIFICATES

Each optional subject \
matter certificate includes

20 hours of training. Subject matter After completing the general
certificates can count towards ggmféﬁgtga aaﬁgre%eggﬁ[%tgg tcean
ii v ificate.
general certificate hours. This certificate includes 75 clock
EX%'SEGE SPECIAL hours of training on assisting
LEARNER (ELL) EDUCATION high-impact classrooms,
Language Special education supporting specialized
acquisition, cultural Processes, culturally instruction, and mentoring other

responsive
strategies, and
behavioral support.

competence, and
instructional
strategies.

paraeducators.

. . . . PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR
For more information, visit pesb.wa.gov or STANDARDS BOARD

contact your district human resources office. Paraeducator Board






