





9. Expat Interest WeChat Groups

WeChat groups are one of the best ways to stay connected in Bei-
jing—whether you’re looking for friends, food tips, parenting ad-
vice, or just some local humor.

How to Join

1. Add TBJButler on WeChat with a message clearly stating
which groups (up to 3) you’d like to join and why.

2. Requests to join more than three groups will be ignored (you
can always ask to join more later).

\\ TBJButler

« China's Mainland

Scan the QR code to add me as a friend.

9.1. Art & Culture

e Art Attack — The latest news on Beijing’s art scene, from ex-
hibitions to arts & crafts workshops. (Scan the QR code; if full,
add TBJButler and request access.)



e The Beijinger Book Group — A book club for readers in Bei-
jing.

e Best of Beijing in Photos — For photographers to share their
shots of the city.

e Lifelong Learning in Beijing — Adult education and lifelong
learning opportunities.

9.2. Food & Drink

e Beijing Bars & Booze — Cocktails, bar hopping, and nightlife
news.

e The Beijinger Foodies Group — General foodie chat.
e Taco Lovers — For admirers of all things taco.

e Beijing Expat Promos — Discounts and food/drink promo-
tions aimed at foreigners.

e Beijing Craft Beer Lovers — For local and imported craft
beer fans.

e Beijing Spicy Food Lovers — Restaurant tips and recipes for
spice enthusiasts.

e Beijing Burger Lovers — Burgers and nothing else.

e Beijing Pizza Lovers — All about pizza in Beijing.

e Sausage Lovers — Everything sausage and hot dog-related.
e Cheap Eats in Beijing — Dining under RMB 50 per person.

e New Restaurants in Beijing — Reviews and updates on the
newest openings.

e Beijing Caffeine Addicts — Coffee lovers unite.



9.3. Family & Parenting

Third Culture Kid Parenting — For parents raising children
in cross-cultural environments.

JingKids Parenting in Beijing — General parenting group
for families in Beijing.

Beijing Family Friendly Eats — Kid-approved restaurants
and family dining tips.

Beijing Dads Group — A space for fathers in Beijing.

Kid & Family Events in Beijing — Sharing family-friendly
activities and happenings.

9.4. Lifestyle & Community

New Englanders in Beijing — A slice of New England in Bei-
jing, for natives and nostalgic expats alike.

Expat Investment — Insights on investing as an expat.
Mandarin Learners — Tips from beginners to advanced.
WeChat Tips & Tricks — How to master WeChat.

Just Jokes — Lighthearted group for humor.

Only Stickers — WeChat stickers, and nothing else.
Peking Pups & Other Pets — Resources and cute pics.

Sanlitun Stuff — All about dining, nightlife, and shopping in
Beijing’s most famous expat hub.

Beijing Sports — For players and fans of local sports.
Beijing Explorers — Discover hidden gems across the city.

Beijing Entrepreneurs — Resources and networking for en-
trepreneurs.



9.5. Work & Study

e Jobs for International Educators — Listings for K-12 edu-
cation roles in China.

e Expat (Non-Teaching) Jobs in BJ — Job opportunities out-
side education.

e International Educators in China — Discussions and re-
sources for K—12 teachers and administrators.

e Students in Beijing — A group for university students in the
capital.

e Health & Environment

¢ Beijing Pollution Fighters — Tips and information on cop-
ing with air, water, and environmental issues
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10. Museums and Galleries

Beijing isn’t just China’s political capital — it’s the country’s artistic
heartbeat. From the Central Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA) to the
legendary 798 Art District, Caochangdi Village, and Songzhuang,
the city has fueled world-renowned names like Xu Bing, Fang Li-

jun, Yue Minjun, and Zeng Fanzhi. Whether you’re into blue-chip

galleries or experimental spaces hidden in hutongs, Beijing has it

all.

10.1. 798 Art District

The city’s contemporary art hub.

UCCA Center for Contemporary Art — Flagship contemporary
museum with international exhibitions.

Pace Beijing — The Beijing branch of New York’s Pace Gallery.

Tang Contemporary Art — Influential gallery with major Asian
and global names.

White Space — Sharp, conceptual shows from emerging Chinese
artists.

The Cube — Small but consistent program.

Hive Art Center / Platform Beijing / Beijing Commune / Star
Gallery — Well-established Chinese galleries mixing established
and new voices.

Galeria Continua / Galerie Urs Meile / HAM Gallery / BTAP —
Foreign galleries showcasing strong international programs.

Spurs Gallery / Tong Gallery & Projects / Double Double Gal-
lery / Space Station — Go-to spaces for discovering young and
experimental artists.



10.2.  Caochangdi Village
e PIFO Gallery — Photography and experimental focus.

e Three Shadows Photography Art Centre — China’s first contem-
porary photography space.

e Ink Studio / ShanghART — Contemporary heavyweights with
serious programs.

e Yuan Museum — Reliable contemporary exhibitions.

10.3. Songzhuang Artists’ Village

China’s largest artist colony with hundreds of studios and the Song-
zhuang Art Museum.

10.4. Standalone Highlights

e Red Brick Art Museum — Architectural landmark with block-
buster exhibitions.

e Today Art Museum — Pioneer of private museums, strong con-
temporary program.

e National Museum of China — On Tiananmen Square; from an-
cient bronzes to modern history.

e Luo Hong Photography Art Museum — Large-scale photogra-
phy shows in Shunyi.

e Gallery Where — Hidden in Dongcheng hutongs, one of the
coolest small spaces in town.

e Hyundai Motorstudio Beijing — Where design and art meet
technology.
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11. English-Language Bookstores

Finding English books in Beijing can be a bit of a treasure hunt, but
there are some excellent options ranging from large internation-

al chains to cozy second-hand shops. A great roundup of places is
available on_Rachel Meets China, and here are a few highlights:

e Page One — Large international bookstore chain with a wide
selection of English books: fiction, non-fiction, bestsellers, and
classics. Multiple locations including Taikooli Sanlitun, Wuda-
okou Shopping Center, Wangfujing, and Qianmen.

e Roundabout Charity Store — Non-profit second-hand book-
store; good place to find affordable English titles. Located in
Cathay View Plaza, Shunyi. Proceeds support local charities.

e Foreign Languages Bookstore (Wangfujing) — Iconic shop for
foreign language books in English, literature, history, business,
etc. Address: 235 Wangfujing Dajie, Dongcheng District. Cur-
rently closed for renovations; reopening expected by end of
2025..




12. Parks

Beijing may be known for its size and energy, but it’s also a surpris-
ingly green city. Scattered across town are dozens of large parks
where locals go jogging, strolling, or simply spreading out a tent
for a picnic on weekends. In the early mornings, before work, you’ll
see people of all ages coming out for exercise—everything from tai
chi and kite flying to the famous dancing aunties who turn open
plazas into outdoor dance floors. Every season offers something
special: spring blossoms, lively summer evenings, brilliant fall
colors (with golden ginkgo trees in Yuanmingyuan especially
stunning), and winter festivals with rides and food stalls.

Some highlights:

e Beihai Park - One of Beijing’s oldest and largest imperial
gardens, with lakes, temples, classical Chinese architecture, and
scenic boat rides. A tranquil retreat right in the city center.

e Jingshan Park — Just north of the Forbidden City, famous for
its hilltop pavilions and some of the best panoramic views in
Beijing.

¢ Yuyuantan Park — Known for its lakes, walking paths, and
cherry blossoms in spring. A favorite for outdoor activities and
picnics.

e Zhongshan Park — Centrally located, with landscaped gar-
dens, lakes, historic halls, and play areas for kids.

e Summer Palace — A vast imperial retreat with lakes, pagodas,
temples, and winding garden paths. Perfect for long walks and
cultural exploration.

e Olympic Forest Park — Beijjing’s largest urban park, created
for the 2008 Olympics, with expansive green landscapes ideal
for running, biking, or escaping city life.



e Chaoyang Park — A huge, activity-filled park in the heart of
the expat district, often considered Beijing’s most “Western”
park, with playgrounds, sports fields, and even a small amuse-

ment park.

e Temple of Heaven Park — Famous for its Ming-era architec-
ture and morning scenes of tai chi, music, and dancing.

e Ritan Park — A peaceful, smaller park with gardens, shaded
paths, and playgrounds.

¢ Yuanmingyuan (Old Summer Palace) — Once a grand im-
perial garden, now a mix of picturesque ruins, lakes, and natu-
ral beauty, especially magical in autumn when ginkgo trees
turn golden.



13. Learning Mandarin

Learning Mandarin is one of the most rewarding ways to immerse
yourself in Beijing life. The city offers everything from cozy hutong
schools with cultural activities to full-scale university programs.

WAB Chinese Link Mandarin Workshop

The Chinese Link Mandarin Workshop is organized by the
Chinese Link team at WAB. It helps parents build practical Man-
darin skills for everyday life through interactive, community-based
lessons. Classes focus on real-life communication in settings such
as restaurants, markets, and schools — a great way to connect with
Chinese families and meet other WAB parents. For more informa-
tion and registration, contact chineselink@wab.edu

Immersive Mandarin Programs with Cultural Activities

e Culture Yard
An award-winning hutong school offering Mandarin from be-
ginner to HSK 6, with a focus on communication and real-life
fluency. Small classes, flexible schedules, cultural workshops,
and online options make it a favorite for expats. (website:
https://www.cultureyard.net/)

e Hutong School
Flexible courses (part-time, group, private, immersion) com-
bined with cultural activities like cooking and calligraphy.
Known for fast progress, small classes, and strong support for

newcomers.(website: https://www.hutong-school.com/)

Private Mandarin Schools

e That’s Mandarin
Highly praised for modern, engaging lessons with flexible
in-person and online options. Teachers and staff are noted for
professionalism, student progress, and a welcoming communi-
ty. (website: https://www.thatsmandarin.com)




e MandarinRocks
Focused on small, personalized classes (max six students) at
budget-friendly rates. Loved for its social atmosphere and expe-
rienced teachers, though space is limited.(website: http://www.
mandarinrocks.com/)

e The Bridge School — Provides affordable private lessons
either on-site or at your home. (Tel: 130-0107-0338 / WeChat:
TheBridgeSchool2021 / Web:_bridgeschoolchina.com)

University Program

e Beijing Language and Culture University (BLCU)
China’s top university for Mandarin studies, offering inten-
sive semester and short-term programs (20—30 hours/week).

Courses cover all levels, with electives in culture and business,
plus online options via eBLCU. (website: https://english.blcu.

edu.cn/)




14. Finding an Ayi (Housekeeper)

In Beijing, many families hire an ayi (housekeeper) to help with

daily cleaning, laundry, cooking, or childcare. A trustworthy ayi can

make a huge difference in your day-to-day life and settling smooth-

ly into the city.

Ways to Find an Ayi

Word of Mouth & Recommendations — Asking friends,
neighbors, or other expats is the most reliable method. Many
Ayis are found through recommendations in close-knit commu-
nities, playgroups, or expat WeChat groups dedicated to do-
mestic help.

Hiring Through Agencies — Professional agencies provide
trained Ayis, often with background and health checks, and
sometimes basic English. While more expensive due to agency
fees, this reduces stress and ensures reliability. Agencies usu-
ally handle replacements if your ayi is unavailable. Search for
“KIBURSS” (housekeeping services) on Amap (5&EtE]) or
Baidu Maps to find nearby agencies.

Online Classifieds & Forums - Sites like The Beijinger,
Beijing-Kids, and other expat forums regularly post ayi list-
ings and discussions.

Mobile Apps — Platforms such as 58 Home (58%/3<) and
Wuyou Baomu (FHURE) let you book cleaning or babysit-
ting services, either one-time or regularly.

Building Management & Flyers — Many apartment com-
plexes keep contact lists for trusted helpers, and local super-
markets (like Jenny Lou’s) often have flyers from ayis seeking
new families.



e Networking at Social Gatherings — Newcomer events,
playgroups, and expat meetups are a great way to hear first-
hand recommendations.

Salary Reference
e Part-time: 40-50 RMB/hour

e Full-time: 4,000-6,000 RMB/month (English-speaking ayis
may charge more)

Contracts & Resources

Community Link leaders can provide a bilingual ayi contract and
job description. For a detailed overview of what to expect, see the_
ExpatDen Guide to Helpers in China.




15. Pets

Beijing is a pet-friendly city in many ways, but there are strict

rules around importing, owning, and keeping pets—especially

dogs. Knowing the regulations ahead of time will save you stress.

15.1. Bringing Pets into Beijing

Only one pet (dog or cat) per adult with a valid work (Z)
visa can be imported. Other animals are considered exotic and
face complex entry rules.

Pets must have an ISO-compliant microchip, current
rabies vaccinations, and an official health certificate. A
rabies antibody titer test may also be required depending
on your country of origin.

Upon arrival, pets typically face 7—30 days of quarantine
(at the owner’s expense), depending on health documents and
country of export.

You must present documentation—rabies vaccination
proof, microchip records, and health certificates—to
customs and quarantine officials.

Large dogs (taller than 35 cm at the shoulder) and certain
banned breeds are not allowed within Beijing city limits, es-
pecially inside the 5th Ring Road.

After quarantine and inspection, pets must be registered at
the local police station (Public Security Bureau).

15.2. Owning & Keeping Pets in Beijing

Dogs must be licensed and registered annually. Registration
requires photos of the dog, vaccination certificates, residence
documents, and a fee (~1,000 RMB for initial registration,
~500 RMB for annual renewal).



e Size restrictions apply in central districts: dogs cannot ex-
ceed 35 cm shoulder height.

e Cats do not need to be registered, but must be healthy and vac-
cinated.

e Public parks are not always dog-friendly; most walking happens
within compounds or in designated areas.

15.3. Veterinary Care

e Veterinary standards vary, so it’s best to use reputable interna-
tional clinics for vaccinations and healthcare.

e International Center for Veterinary Services (ICVS)
— Located in Wangjing, highly trusted by expats for veterinary
care, vaccinations, licensing, and relocation services.

e Web: ICVSASIA.com

e Email: ICVS_China@yahoo.com

e Tel: 8456 1939 / 1940

15.4. Additional Tips

e Diplomats should check with their embassy for special regula-
tions.

e Rules can change—using professional pet relocation ser-
vices is highly recommended for import and registration.

e Some expats register pets at a friend’s address outside the
5th Ring Road if their dog exceeds the city’s size limits.

e Contact Community Link leaders for a list of trusted agen-
cies for adoption, shelters, relocation, and international trans-
port.



16. Access to Important Information

Stay informed through these channels:

e WAB Weekly.

e WAB Parent Portal.

e WAB WeChat Groups.
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Be Part of the Action!
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