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Parental Family Engagement

Parental involvement has declined in recent years. While certain school events have seen
strong parent participation, there remains a critical need to engage families in their
children's academic success more consistently.

Research indicates that when schools actively involve families in education, students are
more likely to:

e Earn higher grades, perform better on tests, and enroll in advanced programs.

e Be promoted, pass their classes, and earn academic credits.

e Attend schoolregularly.

e Develop better social skills, exhibit improved behavior, and adapt well to school.
e Graduate and pursue postsecondary education.

Parent and community engagement, when combined with other key supports—including
strong school leadership, high-quality faculty, community partnerships, a student-
centered learning climate, and effective instructional guidance—can create a lasting,
systemic impact on student success and overall school improvement.

Attendance at evening school events fluctuates, highlighting the need for new strategies to
engage families in ways that align with students' needs. Joyce Epstein’s Framework for
Family Engagement provides six key areas of involvement that can be leveraged to address
these challenges:

1. Parenting — Support families in establishing home environments that reinforce
student learning.

2. Communicating — Develop effective two-way communication between school and
home regarding programs and student progress.

3. Volunteering — Recruit and organize parental support for school initiatives.

4. Learning at Home — Provide families with resources and strategies to assist with
homework, curriculum activities, and educational planning.

5. Decision-Making — Encourage parent participation in school decisions, leadership
roles, and advocacy.

6. Collaborating with the Community — Integrate community resources to strengthen
school programs, family engagement, and student development.

To enhance parental involvement, we must address the following areas:

e Knowledge & Skills Development — Equip parents with the tools needed to support
their child’s academic success.

e Accessto Technology — Ensure families have the necessary resources to participate
in virtual meetings and online learning.
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e Understanding the School-Parent Relationship — Educate families on the critical
role of parental involvement in student achievement.

e Literacy Activities — Provide structured small-group sessions led by parent leaders
to foster academic growth.

e Tiered Approach to Parent Support — Offer various levels of engagement
opportunities based on parents’ needs and availability.

e Parent Leadership Cadre - Establish parent champions to lead small group
sessions and mentor other families.

e Parent-Teacher Relationships — Foster stronger connections and collaboration
between families and educators.

e Enhanced Communication Channels — Develop multiple avenues for parents to
engage with the school effectively.

Building Parent Capacity

To maximize the impact of parental engagement, we must provide families with the
knowledge and skills needed in the following areas:

e Understanding discipline strategies.

e Supporting literacy development at home.

e Understanding social-emotional learning (SEL) and its impact.

e Increasing student motivation and engagement.

e Understanding the importance of attendance and how it affects academic success.
e Navigating college readiness, career pathways, and college access.

e Understanding expectations for virtual learning environments.

Area of Strength

We have a high number of passionate teachers who care deeply about their students'
success. These teachers often go above and beyond, staying late for extra help, offering
tutoring sessions, and creating individualized learning plans for students who need
additional support. We have several community partnerships with local businesses, and
organizations that provide resources, mentorship, and real-world learning opportunities
for students.

Area of Need

We need to provide ongoing professional development for educators on effective parent
engagement strategies and use data from communication logs to assess and refine our
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approach. Allowing us to create a more inclusive and collaborative school environment
that supports student success.



