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Nassau BOCES Appoints New Supervisor

Nassau BOCES is proud to announce
the appointment of Beata Walerych-
Janus, MPH, as the new head of the
Health & Safety Training and Infor-
mation Service. With more than 20
years of experience in health and safety
compliance, training and program de-
velopment, Ms. Walerych-Janus brings
a wealth of expertise and a proven
track record of leadership to this criti-
cal role. Her predecessor, Mr. Peter
LaDuca, retired in December 2024.
The Health & Safety Training and In-
formation Service is nationally recog-
nized for its leadership in helping Nas-
sau County school districts navigate
the complex landscape of federal, state,
and local health and safety regulations.
The program is designed to foster safe,
healthy environments conducive to
both teaching and learning while
providing cost-effective solutions tai-
lored to the unique needs of schools.
“We are excited to have Beata Wal-
erych-Janus at the helm of this essen-
tial service,” said Larry Leaven, Dis-
trict Superintendent. Her expertise,
dedication and innovative approach to
health and safety make her the perfect
choice to lead this service. Under her
leadership I am confident we will con-

tinue to set the standard for excellence
in school safety and compliance.” Ms.
Walerych-Janus has been a cornerstone
of this service for nearly two decades.
She joined Nassau BOCES in 2003 as
a Safety Training Assistant and ad-
vanced to her most recent role as Safe-
ty Training-Program Manager in 2015.
Her accomplishments include develop-
ing and delivering health and safety
training programs; serving as a liaison
between school districts and regulatory
agencies; leading health and safety
committees as well as organizing
emergency preparedness drills and
exercises; and supervising/mentoring
program staff. “/ am honored to take
on this new role and to continue sup-
porting Nassau County school districts
in creating safe and healthy environ-
ments,” said Ms. Walerych-Janus. The
Health & Safety Service plays a vital
role in ensuring our schools are pre-
pared to meet challenges and comply
with safety regulations. I look forward
to building on our successes and driv-
ing innovation in the field.” Ms. Wal-
erych-Janus has a Masters of Public
Health from NYU and a Bachelor of
Science in Health Care Administration
from St. John’s University.

Beata Walerych-Janus
Senior Manager |
Safety Training Specialist

Nassau BOCES Health & Safety
Training and Information Service

Reminder - Injuries & llinesses Posting Due February 1st

- | This is a reminder that the Summary of Work-Related Injuries
and Illnesses (Form SH-900.1) for 2024 is required to be post-
ed in your school district for three months beginning February
Ist and remaining through the end of April. The summary in- | .. ... |.. "%
|| formation is obtained from incidents documented on the school
building Log of Work-Related Injuries and Illnesses (Form SH-
900). If you are inspected by the New York State Department
of Labor this is one of the first documents they will ask for. If
you have any questions or need assistance please contact your
Nassau BOCES In-District Health & Safety Specialist.




Compliance Issues

Answers to recent compliance questions
arising in school districts.

Q. Can you please explain what school dis-
tricts need to do to comply with the new regu-
lations regarding maximum temperatures in
school buildings?

Our current understanding is that Education
Law has been amended by adding a new sec-
tion 409-n which addresses the maximum tem-
peratures allowed in school buildings. School
districts will be required to develop a policy
for ensuring the health and safety of students,
faculty, and other employees, on extreme heat
condition days. Extreme heat condition days
are defined as days when the occupiable edu-
cational and support services spaces are
found to be eighty-two degrees or greater
Fahrenheit. However, support services spaces
shall not include kitchen areas used for prepa-
ration of food for consumption by students.
Room temperature shall be measured at a shad-
ed location three feet above the floor near the
center of the room. Schools shall be required to
take action to relieve heat-related discomfort
when the occupied space temperature reaches
eighty-two degrees Fahrenheit. These actions
may include but, are not limited to, turning off
overhead lights, pulling down shades or blinds,
turning on fans, opening classroom doors and

windows to increase circulation, turning off
unused electronics that produce heat, and
providing water breaks. Such policy shall in-
clude a plan to remove students and staff
from occupied spaces where practicable when
educational and support services spaces
reaches eighty-eight degrees Fahrenheit. This
act shall take effect September 1, 2025. There
has been a lot of confusion related to this new
legislation due to recent revisions. If you have
any questions please contact the Health &
Safety Training and Information Service at 516
-396-2387 or consult with your assigned Nas-
sau BOCES In-District Health & Safety Spe-
cialist.

Q. Don’t practices such as opening classroom
doors and windows conflict with established
security and HVAC guidance?

No. These are recommendations for short-term
relief to potentially be utilized if practicable. If
such practices would result in security con-
cerns or defeat the purpose of the existing
HVAC system then they are not appropriate.
Emergency escape windows are not to be used
for ventilation purposes as they present major
security concerns, Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)
issues, and potential fall hazards.

B@ES

Board of Cooperative Educational Services of Nassau County

Deborah Coates, President
Michael Weinick, 177 President
Susan Bergtraum,

Ronald Ellerbe

Lawrence Greenstein

Martin R. Kaye

Fran N. Langsner

Robert “B.A.” Schoen

Eric B. Schultz

Larry ]. Leaven, District Superintendent| Chief Eixecutive Officer
James R. Widmer, Deputy Superintendent | Chief Operations Officer

Anthony N. Fierro, Chief Administrator of Facilities Services and Capital Projects

Colleen Lipponer, Assistant Superintendent for Business Services

Thomas McGrath, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resonrces/ RSIP
Susan McNulty, Assistant Superintendent for Special Ed. | Curriculum & Instruction

Curriculum, Instruction and Technology
Chris Reinertsen, Executive Director 1

Health & Safety Training and Information Service

Beata Walerych-Janus, Senior Manager 1
Tishura Dalrymple, Program Manager

Nassau BOCES
Health & Safety Training
and Information Service

Nassau BOCES
George Farber
Administrative Center

71 Clinton Road
Garden City, NY 11530

A -
The Nassau BOCES Health &
Safety Focus is a review of
health and safety issues for sub-
scribing school districts. Ques-
tions and comments on this doc-
ument are welcome. Please con-
tact the Health & Safety Training
and Information Service staff at:
516-396-2387 (Main)
516-396-2388, or e-mail
bwalerych@nasboces.org.

School District Health & Safety Liaisons

(Districts with BOCES Health & Safety Specialists in Bold)

Baldwin — Shari Camhi, Russ Randazzo

Bellmore - Joseph Famularo, Joseph Fiorino
Bellmore-Merrick — Jon Simpkins

Bethpage - Scott Harrington, Peter Cavassa
Carle Place - Ted Cannone, Joanna DeMartino
East Meadow - Kenneth Rosner

East Rockaway — Michael Van Wart, James Daly
East Williston — Diane Castonguay, Lance McAllister
Elmont — Marlon Small, Fernando DeBartolo
Farmingdale — Paul Defendini, Samuel Thompson
Floral Park - Lisa Ruiz, Robert Costa

Franklin Square - Jared Bloom, Michael Goldberg
Freeport — Fia Davis

Garden City — Dana DiCapua, Robert Foley

Glen Cove - Victoria Galante, Viktor Tymchynyuk
Great Neck — John O’Keefe, Alfredo Cavallaro
Hempstead — James Clark, James Nothel
Herricks - Lisa Rutkoske, Marty Abrams
Hewlett-Woodmere — Charles Carillo, Chris Milano
Hicksville - Marcy Tannenbaum, David Bell
Island Park — Vincent Randazzo

Island Trees - Charles Murphy, Kenneth McLean

Lloyd Gaynor, Systems Specialist i\
: . y i) . ? S assa\lmces'o 9 Jericho — David Cohen, Michael Hahn
Stephanie Cavalieri, Systens Specialist w0 & g
o L. e‘genc‘l o9 Lawrence — Ann Pedersen, Jeremy Feder
Terry-Ann Montaque, Systems Specialist cnooe™
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Laura Parasram Systems Specialist w0

Levittown — Michael Fabiano, Craig Cammarata
Locust Valley — Karen Horoszewski, Eric Nakutavicius
Long Beach — Michael DeVito, Don Kramer
Lynbrook — Paul Lynch, Joel Press

Malverne — Christopher Caputo, Daniel Balzan
Manhasset — Gaurav Passi,

Massapequa — Ryan Ruf, Tim O’'Donnell

Merrick — Dominick Palma, James O'Beirne

Mineola — Michael Nagler, Jenny Carcana

North Shore — Michael Tolley, John Hall

New Hyde Park-Garden City Park - Michael Frank
North Bellmore - Marie Testa, Richard Russo
North Merrick - Cynthia Seniuk, Sam Carder
Oceanside — Phyllis Harrington, Jerel Cokley

Oyster Bay-East Norwich - Maureen Raynor
Plainedge — Edward Salina, Brett Prochazka
Plainview — Chris Donarummo, Andrew Ward

Port Washington - Brian Graham

Rockville Centre — Robert Bartels, John Scalisi
Roosevelt - Shawn Wightman, Gary Gentles
Roslyn — Susan Warren, Thomas Szajkowski
Seaford — Adele Pecora, Russell Costa
Sewanhaka - Kevin O"Brien, Scott Greene

Syosset - Patricia Rufo, Greg Hamilton

Uniondale — Monique Darnsaw-Akil

Valley Stream 13 — Judith LaRocca, Gerard Antoine
Valley Stream 24 — Unal Karakas, Jack Mitchell
Valley Stream 30 — Marcela Moran, Michael Deluca
Wantagh - John McNamara

Valley Stream Central - Wayne Loper, James Burke
Westbury — Tahira Dupree-Chase, Lynn Mary O"Neill
West Hempstead - Brian Phillips Peter Mayo




