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Finance in Focus:  
Per Student Spending Comparison 
 

This month’s analytic looks at per student spending and compares Shorewood’s spending 
over time to other area school districts. 

Chart 1: Shorewood Per Student Spending vs Southeast (SE) 
Wisconsin 

 

Chart 2: Shorewood Per Student Spending vs North Shore  
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Insights from the Data: 

• From 2014 through 2017, Shorewood’s per-student spending closely tracked that of 
Southeastern Wisconsin and North Shore districts, with little year-to-year change. 

• Beginning in 2018, per-student spending increased both in Shorewood and 
regionally, though Shorewood’s growth was more pronounced. 

• By 2023, Shorewood’s spending began to level off, while other districts continued to 
see steady increases. 

Why These Data Matter: 

• Tracking spending on a per student basis allows us to assess, at a high level, how 
are investments are changing as enrollment changes. 

• Comparing spending trends with peer districts helps us ensure we are remaining 
competitive and provides a check on how we are responding to changes in the 
financial and school environment. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Data 
• Data Source: Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction; Compiled by Frontline Analytics 
• Expenses reflect regular and special education 

operating costs and omit inter-fund transfers 
• Southeastern Wisconsin Districts include all CESA 

1 School Districts. 
• North Shore Districts include Brown Deer, 

Cedarburg, Germantown, Grafton, Menominee 
Falls, Mequon, Nicolet, Shorewood, and 
Whitefish Bay. 
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