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Into the Shadow Mist: Legends of Lotus Island Book 2 Christina Sootornvat 8-12 A group of young Novices at a magic school learn more about using their powers to protect the land. Plum has passed the first test necessary to remain at the Guardian Academy and now is a true Novice, training to use her magic in service of the Santipap Islands. Like her classmates, Plum has the ability to shape-shift into a fantastic creature, the mark of a Guardian. But unlike her classmates, Plum does not seem to have a Guardian power, at least not one that makes sense. Plum worries that she may be like another one of her classmates who had to leave the academy because she used unauthorized workarounds to pass a test. And Plum’s next test is fast approaching: She and a few of her friends must journey to another island in the archipelago to use their magic in the field. Something is threatening the trees on Bokati Island, and Plum and her friends must help—but will Plum be able to use her magic and live up to being a Guardian? Touching on friendship, confidence, environmentalism, belonging, and the notion that sometimes actions aren’t black-and-white, this second installment of the Legends of Lotus Island series sheds more light on Plum’s mysterious powers but still hints at more to come. Plum and her friends live in a loose fantasy version of Thailand. A fun, magical journey featuring a relatably conflicted protagonist. (map) (Fantasy. 7-11)
Copy Cat conundrum Misfits Book 2 Lisa Yee 8-12 Book List : Grades 4-7. Readers who enjoy art-heist mysteries will find an unusual one in Yee’s latest middle-grade novel. Yee, whose Maizy Chen’s Last Chance (2022) was a Newbery Honor Book, began The Misfits series earlier this year with the publication of A Royal Conundrum (2024), a mystery-action thriller in which an unlikely group of five somewhat awkward but tech-savvy classmates learn that their arts-themed boarding school, located on an island in San Francisco Bay, actually trains teams of its students to become highly skilled crime-fighting units. Now, responding to a plea from another student, Olive Zang rounds up her group, the Misfits, for an investigation that takes them into San Francisco, where strong but highly localized earthquakes are creating chaotic diversions from thefts taking place nearby. Santat’s occasionally abstract illustrations appear at intervals and create a rather dark, menacing atmosphere, which is offset by the more hopeful tone of Olive’s first-person narrative. The pace quickens and tension mounts as the story unfolds, with memorable action scenes as well as some surprising revelations and plot twists along the way.Horn Book: In the first installment of this series (A Royal Conundrum, rev. 1/24), twelve-year-old Olive Cobin Zang arrived at the Reforming Arts School near San Francisco. Eventually, the lonely homebody found her place as part of a diverse group of friends who dubbed themselves the Misfits. Now, the Misfits -- undercover operatives for the secret agency NOCK -- are swept into a new mystery. Their classmate Zeke has been receiving threatening messages, and seemingly random events -- e.g., earthquakes, a runaway cable car, bank robberies, the discovery of an old bunker under the school -- turn out to be connected. Santat's black-and-white illustrations (final art not seen) lend a visual element to Yee's conversational prose. Despite its high-tech gadgetry, this is an old-fashioned adventure tale with a pleasingly complicated mystery and a tremendously likable cast of sleuths (and even some Miss Marple allusions). As this installment concludes, Olive runs off to join her friends on a new escapade. Back matter includes agent and gadget profiles. Dean Schneider March/April 2025 p.89

Ahoy! Sophi blackall 4-8 Booklist Preschool-Grade 2. In the living room, a young sea captain warns his vacuuming sailor (a parent) that the rug is, in fact, the rising ocean, and they must climb aboard the ship! As they hoist the burgee and raise the mainsail, a complex chair-fort transforms into a staunch seafaring vessel and the rug becomes a teeming ocean. Although they briefly hit the doldrums when the parent takes a phone call, soon the vacuum cord becomes the tentacles of a giant squid and the sailors are stranded on a rapidly melting iceberg surrounded by swarming sharks, rescued in the nick of time by a lighthouse (artist wink) arriving in the form of a second parent who joins the play. This delightful tale highlights and celebrates the powerful bonding that happens when caregivers engage in imaginative play with children. It’s a spectacular tale of adventure on the high seas, complete with a glossary of maritime terminology for the deckhands and first mates who may not yet be fluent. Blackall uses hand-lettered text and Procreate artwork with a mix of gouache, pencil, and watercolor to create spectacular ocean vistas and beautifully lit living rooms alike. With her trademark skill, these pages are richly textured and infinitely layered, from the wood of the mast to the ripple of the waves. Tiny sea captains everywhere will cherish this lovely tale.Horn book  Picture books about imaginary play can be belabored or overly precious. Not so Blackall's brilliantly constructed latest. The opening setting is a living room (just a suggestion of one -- we mostly see an ocean-colored rug). Here we meet a child gathering items needed for a pretend sea voyage while an adult vacuums. As the child exhorts the adult to join in, we begin to see intimations of the coming seascape: the cat, poking its head under the rug, creates swelling waves; patterned pillows evoke shark fins; etc. Then, with a page-turn, we are plunged into the book's make-believe world -- child and adult aboard a fully rigged multi-masted schooner on the high seas, about to encounter a storm (and sharks!). The mixed-media and digital illustrations are alternately gorgeous and rich in character and humor. For example, on one spread the adult's cell phone rings ("blah blah blah..."), temporarily returning us to real life ("we are in the doldrums," bemoans the discouraged child). Blackall excels at setting the stage for the imaginary play with one-to-one equivalents (the vacuum, with its long cord, easily transforms into a giant squid; a paper-towel roll becomes a spyglass) and then making us forget all that, immersing us in the book's imaginary world, wholly capturing the experience of imaginary play. "ANCHORS...AWEIGH!" Glossary of sailing terms included. Martha V. Parravano March/April 2024 p.58
Ready Set Roll Alessandra Montagana 4-8 A mislaid roll of toilet paper brings great joy to a group of forest animals. The title page sees a pale-skinned youngster holding the hand of an adult (whose face is never seen) and leaving a roll of toilet paper on a stump, presumably after using it on a camping adventure. The animals have never seen such a sight before. What could this strange item be? A rotund, dumpy bear fashions a necktie out of a few sheets. “Don’t I look ELEGANT?” A moose agrees and quickly wraps some paper around its antlers. What fun! The animals take great pleasure in wrapping, fluttering, tearing, and tossing. The possibilities seem endless. But of course, the more the roll is used, the smaller it becomes; then comes the biggest foe of all: rain. Everyone scurries to shelter while the toilet paper dissolves. To complete the full-circle narrative, the youngster returns with the adult, who’s in desperate need of some toilet paper. Luckily, there just may be a few squares left. While this quirky Italian import meanders a bit and requires close inspection of the illustrations to gain a fuller, more cohesive story, the wide-eyed woodland cast is an adorable delight. The potty humor will have little ones giggling—and seeing everyday items in a fresh light. Encourages readers to look at ordinary objects in new, unexpected ways. (Picture book. 3-6)
Suena a alegría (Spanish title) Yesenia Moises 4-8 “In Moises’ friendly cartoon images, the vibrant colors change with the location and the atmospheric conditions. An innovative, refreshing, out-of-this-world tale“Filled with richly colored illustrations, this book will particularly catch the eye of the Fancy Nancy set.”
Bob the Vampire Snail Andrea Zuill 4-8 Booklist: Grades K-3. A boring life is a happy life for a snail—all of whom go by Bob, by the way. It’s rather alarming, then, when our Bob suddenly sprouts decidedly un-boring fangs and wings. There are unsettling internal changes, too: “Bob was beginning to feel a touch of confidence, an itch of craftiness and, the most dangerous of all, a dollop of invincibility.” While he does enjoy flying around and indulging his new craving for juicy tomatoes, Bob’s uniqueness puts him on the outs with the other snails. Happily, the tomato patch draws forth another fanged friend who appreciates Bob exactly as he is. Zuill mixes spot and full-page art, hilariously providing a complete picture of Bob’s trial-and-error approach to understanding his new self—you’ve never seen such expressive eye stalks. She also sneaks in vampire lore, as when Bob deems a puddle “out of order” after it fails to show his reflection, and snail facts, such as their possession of “microscopic teeth, called radulae” (rather than fangs), all commented upon by a helpful beetle. Much of the story unfolds at night, what with the sun now being “burn-ier than normal,” allowing for a fitting Halloween-y palette of purple, black, and orange. The humor, comics styling, and facts will make this a sure bet with the Disgusting Critters crowd, and future Bunnicula fans will slurp it up.Kirkus: An existence of pleasingly dull normality is upended when a gastropod becomes a creature of the night. Bob lives an uneventful snail life until one evening, after a series of sounds—a scream, three stomps, a crack, a drip, and a “POOF!”—he finds himself utterly changed. Bob is now a vampire! He’s also an outcast among the other snails (“He seems so complicated”), and he must figure out all the things a vampire can and cannot do. When he finally realizes that sucking tomatoes dry is his wont (a nod to James and Deborah Howe’s Bunnicula, perhaps?) and that he can fly and hypnotize rats into getting him more food, he perks up. Still, he doesn’t really have a friend. Will he ever find one? Zuill’s natural propensity for hilarity shines strong and true, particularly in the artwork—a blend of realism and cartoonish fun. Adding to the visual jokes and snappy text, a small bug offers context on vampires for young readers, the occasional snail fact, and some zippy commentary (“I’m not sure it’s good for anyone to try to eat a bear unless you’re a professional”). Dedicated to “all those kids who, like me, prefer their books a little bit spooky,” it may fill that need, but it will find its true calling in those autumnal storytimes in need of something both funny and surprisingly touching. A marvelous method for encouraging even the smallest weirdos to find their people. (Picture book. 3-6)
Sundust Zeke Pena 4-8 Booklist Grades K-2. “Where the rock wall ends, the desert beyond begins.” The desert definitely is not a place where kids should go wandering. The road barrier and the barbed wire in the illustrations confirm the message, but the brown-skinned sister and brother have seen something fall from the sky, and they are curious. The sister is ready for adventure; her brother is less enthusiastic. A beautiful desert landscape unfolds as they move farther from their city. They notice a variety of plants and animals as they follow a path of powerful sundust. Time becomes meaningless as they ponder ancient rocks or consider how a caterpillar transforms. Reality shifts to fantasy when they hitch a ride on a colibrí bird that carries them beyond the clouds and into space. The mix of traditional illustration methods, graphite pencil, colored pencil, and gouache gives a fresh, contemporary feel to the pictures, with realistic and fantasy elements intertwined. Hand-lettered words for emphasis and occasional speech bubbles add fun graphic-novel elements. Hearing their mother’s call, they return, the same but different, part of the force they were following, recognizing the sundust in their own fingertips.Horn Boo: Two siblings living in what appears to be a U.S.-Mexico border town embark on an adventure in the desert, following "sundust" as it illuminates the world around them. Amid the vast landscape, they follow a thin pink line, originating from outer space, that interacts with the landscape (and eventually becomes part of starry silhouettes of the children themselves), encountering animals and plants of various shapes and sizes as well as construction of a border wall that nonsensically splits the land. The thoughtfully crafted, lyrical text includes occasional Spanish words ("The desert heat / makes us who we are -- / hot / cooked / tostaditas / morenas / beautifully dark / doradites") and flows with the children's meanderings. Mixed-media illustrations use a color palette of jewel tones and earthy hues to depict land, sky, other elements of nature, and the children themselves, while sundust is represented in bright pink. Xicano creator Pena (illustrator of My Papi Has a Motorcycle, rev. 5/19), in his author-illustrator debut, offers a depiction of place and wonder that transcends borders and national identity, sharing visually how humans are part of nature and unbound by time and place. A poignant and timely story that introduces young readers to positive depictions of shared natural spaces, the joy of discovery, and themes of bicultural life that apply to both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border. Concurrently published in Spanish as Polvo solar. Nicholas A. Brown-Caceres September/October 2025 p.49

Fairy Tale Fixers Case 1 Cinderella Deborah Underwood 6-10 Booklist Grades 1-5. What happens when fairy-tale characters need a little help? Well, that’s a job for the fairy tale fixer, a pint-sized, trench-coat-wearing fairy mouse resembling a classic private eye. In this series opener, the fairy tale fixer must help Cinderella’s dream come true, but her dream isn’t what you may think. Rather than marry the loudmouthed prince in her story, Cinderella dreams of being an independent woman and of opening up her very own diner to serve pancakes. The fairy tale fixer is joined by a fellow mouse as they meddle in Cinderella’s story and learn that the best way to solve a problem is to listen to what someone actually wants. Elementary-schoolers who love twists on classic fairy tales are the ideal audience for this cheeky series, and they will appreciate the wry humor in both the text and artwork—Lacera’s speech balloons are particularly comic. Underwood’s refreshing take on Cinderella emphasizes being empowered to make your own choices, and that’s a worthwhile update to a classic tale.Kirkus Cinderella’s story, artfully retold and starring a pair of mice. Cinderella toils for her demanding family day and night. Her stepsiblings shriek incessantly; even the household animals are losing sleep. So the house mouse enlists the Fairy Tale Fixer, a rodent detective in a trench coat who’s a bit clueless but always up for a challenge. The best way to end the noise is to get Cinderella out of the house, so the Fixer (donning fairy wings, a tiara, and a dress, the better to fit in) and the significantly smarter house mouse devise a plan to get her to the prince’s ball. Prince Edward turns out to be an incessant chatterbox, so the crew must improvise to extricate Cinderella from an unpleasant situation and help her achieve her real dreams. Cinderella’s freshly reimagined adventure departs skillfully from its source material. A running joke about the Fixer’s yearning for pancakes, various visual gags (including three characters standing on one another’s shoulders and disguising themselves with a long coat), the Fixer’s snarky internal monologue, and dramatic overreactions keep the energy buzzing throughout this graphic novel. Sketchy, playfully colored illustrations enhance the excitement. Cinderella and her family are brown-skinned; Prince Edward is tan-skinned and blond. A funny, energetic riff on a familiar tale. (Graphic fantasy. 6-10)
Wolf Girl Into the Wild Anh Do 8-12 Publisher's Weekly Do (the Ninja Kid series) explores themes of bravery and resilience via Gwen, a girl forced to survive alone in the wild. In the middle of the night, Gwen is awoken by her mother, who says they must leave their home immediately. Gwen follows her parents’ orders and runs, not looking back as promised, only to realize she’s been separated from her family in the shuffle. Lost and alone in the woods, Gwen receives help from a stray dog. As she endeavors to reunite with her parents, more dogs come to her aid, and Gwen learns of the loyalty and survival skills necessary to become the "leader of pack animals who had become my family." Sketchy, movement-filled artwork by illustrators Ley and Ji accompany emotionally authentic prose and add humor to Gwen’s journey through her relationships and interactions with her pack. This adrenaline-pumping story, the first in a series, vividly recounts a captivating tale of a girl whose resourcefulness and determination are the foundation for doing "whatever it took to keep my pack alive." Gwen’s skin tone matches the hue of the page. Ages 8-12. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
The Rabbit and Bear Series 6 book series Julian Gough 6-8 Kirkus A bear’s kindness and generosity sweeten a grumpy rabbit’s sour outlook in this wintry woodland encounter. Gough aims both high and low. On the one hand, he shows how the peaceable responses of Bear, equanimity unshaken despite discovering that her food stores have disappeared, to Rabbit’s rude comments and behavior gradually work a profound change in his character—and on the other, in the course of their exchanges, he has the long-eared lagomorph deliver a clinically explicit, hilariously extended disquisition on why his kind eats its own poo. Bear goes even further, saving Rabbit from an attacking wolf and then, when he shamefacedly produces the food that he had (yes) stolen earlier, inviting him to join her for a moonlit picnic and a snuggle in her cozy den. The narrative, laid out in short, well-leaded lines, likewise snuggles on every page with Field’s duotone cartoon scenes of the two furry figures meeting, parting, starting separate snowmen but ultimately coming together to finish one, and finally sharing a honeycomb and other goodies before bedding down in the warm den. When, showing a newly awakened sense of compassion, Rabbit wonders if the snowman is lonely, Bear has the perfect solution: “In the morning,” she murmurs drowsily, “we can make him a friend.” Young readers will come away with fresh insights into both poo and peacemaking. (Animal fantasy. 6-8)Publisher's Weekly Gough's children's debut, a series starter that was first published in the U.K. in 2016, chronicles a rocky friendship between clever, grouchy Rabbit and slowmoving, gentle Bear, with some eyeopening biology thrown in for free. After discovering that her hibernation food stash has been stolen, Bear encounters grumpy Rabbit, whose response to her friendly overtures isn't promising (oGo away... and take your avalanche with youoe). Back in his hole, Rabbit is revealed as the food thief. He tucks into Bear's delicious grub, and thenùohe did a little poo and ate it.oe Witnessing this personal moment, Bear inquires after it politely. In a hilarious and enlightening sequence, Rabbit explains why rabbits need the extra digestive goround (oIt's really, really difficult to make a rabbit out of plantsoe). Bear starts to understand Rabbit's physiology (and grouchiness) better, and Rabbit comes to value Bear's playful natureùa virtue that proves lifesaving when a hungry wolf appears. Illustrations by Field (The Koala Who Could) appear on every page, featuring elastic facial expressions and frenetic action that keeps the energy crackling. Gough aces the characters' bumpy encounters, and the intimate details of Rabbit's life are guaranteed to make even the squeamish laughùand learn. Ages 8û12. (Jan.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
My Brother's Butt is  Haunted Dan Poblocki 3-7 Booklist Preschool-Grade 2. Hold onto your butts or they might get haunted! Two brothers with precious bulbous heads are going on an adventure to Gramma and Grampa’s new house, and they claim they’re not scared at all—certainly not scared of the creepily covered furniture, the claims that the house is haunted, or the eerie shadows cast about. Bedtime comes, and the duo is snoozing in the dark when one is awoken by something truly scary: a wicked sound and an angry smell emanating from the other brother’s butt. Startled, the brothers scamper about the house, trying to evade the stinky poltergeist that’s surely haunting one brother’s booty while causing a destructive ruckus in the process. Finally, following an attempt at “ghost-busting” (a move requiring a flying leap), Gramma and Grampa enter to help clear the now-potent air. With plenty of onomatopoeia and flatulent green clouds to animate the eerie chase that ensues, this haunted-butt mystery will entrance fans of ghosts and gas jokes alike.Kirkus A haunted butt? Who could believe it? But the smells don’t lie! When two siblings spend the night at their grandparents’ new place for the very first time, they are understandably anxious—after all, with its gothic turrets, the house is intimidating. Plus, the neighbors say that it’s haunted. When it’s time for bed, strange noises and smells fill the air, and the kids are sure that an angry ghost is lurking nearby. The tension rises with each page turn as the siblings try to outrun whatever spirit is plaguing them. But as they move from place to place, it somehow stays with them. The protagonist suddenly realizes the source of the odd noises: “The ghost is up your butt!” The kids panic, but the truth is revealed dramatically when Grampa and Gramma open the bedroom door and immediately identify the smell, which isn’t supernatural at all. “I knew chili for dinner was a bad idea,” Gramma says. In Sanchez’s illustrations, green and yellow swirls pop against the muted gloom of the house; readers will positively smell the noxious fumes. From the opening lines—“Tonight is a big stinkin’ deal”—all the way through to the conclusion, this tale will have readers in stitches with its goofy wordplay. The siblings and their grandmother are tan-skinned; Grampa is brown-skinned. Will have readers giggling from beginning to end. (Picture book. 4-8)
Don't Cause Trouble Auree Chung 8-12 Booklist Grades 3-6. “Tomorrow is the first day of middle school. I was hoping for a fresh start,” announces 11-year-old Ming Lee. But Mom’s giving him the same old “bowl” haircut and still limiting his wardrobe to thrift store “red-dot sales” items. Mom and Dad—Chinese speaking immigrants via Thailand where they met and married—don’t seem to understand Ming’s desire to just fit in. Dad expects Ming to study hard, get good grades, and go to Stanford. “Don’t cause trouble” is a constant parental refrain. “But I’ve got different dreams,” Ming silently insists. Middle school doesn’t start particularly well when he’s placed in an ESL class, even though English is his only language; “Dad didn’t want me to learn” Chinese, he thinks, but, on the plus side, “At least I’m on my way to an easy A!” What Ming enjoys most, though, is drawing—it’s “never boring”—and (aspirationally) playing basketball (wearing Air Elevates, of course). He eventually jumps from ESL to Honors English and makes good friends, but, alas, doesn’t manage to avoid that dreaded trouble. “Real life” inspired Chung’s graphic novel debut, which uses vibrant, vivacious, full-color panels. His dynamic characters’ expressions are particularly affecting, although Mom just might be the title’s star player. For wannabe cartoonists, Chung appends an accessible, meticulously detailed “How to Make a Graphic Novel” instructions, complete with well-deserved back pats.In this graphic novel that blends serious themes and humor, the parental mantra "don't cause trouble" has been drilled into twelve-year-old Ming Lee's head for as long as he can remember. As a child of Chinese immigrants, he yearns to embrace the American dream but finds himself missing the mark. His mom insists on giving him the same bowl haircut year after year, shopping at thrift stores for clothes, and packing homemade dumplings for his school lunch, all of which sets him apart from his classmates and ruins his chances of being part of the in-crowd. Filled with episodes revolving around fitting in, encountering microaggressions and outright racism, maintaining religious faith, and grappling with self-acceptance, along with lighter moments, the book captures the ups and downs of middle school, largely drawn (per an author's note) from Chung's own life. The crisp line drawings are infused with vibrant colors and punctuated by Ming's sporadic doodles. Jerry Dear July/August 2025 p.93

Stitch: Reimaging Frankenstein Padraig Kenny 8-12 Booklist Stitch leads a simple life in the castle at the edge of the forest. Every morning, he wakes up and makes a mark on the wall, one for every day since he first awoke: 585 days ago as of the story's start. He feeds his pet mouse. He visits his friend Henry, locked inside a cage, and they chat. He goes out to the garden and dreams of exploring the world. And he checks on the Professor to see if he’s still asleep. This routine is interrupted by the arrival of the Professor’s nephew, who is accompanied by an assistant, Alice, as well as a barrage of bad news—and life in the castle will never again be the same. Kenny (The Monsters of Rookhaven, 2021) takes apart the original Frankenstein tale and sews the pieces back into an uplifting fable that’s bursting at the seams with heart and optimism. Stitch explores themes of friendship, prejudice, and morality through the eyes of a large-hearted protagonist who never fails to approach it all with empathy and kindness.Frankenstein’s monster is reconfigured in a variety of ways. It’s been 327 days since the Professor left his bedroom, and Stitch has been patient all the while. He lives alongside the loquacious but much larger Henry; both of them are the cobbled-together creations of the mad genius. It isn’t until the Professor’s arrogant nephew Professor Hardacre arrives with his assistant, Alice, that Stitch and Henry realize their beloved creator is dead. And when Hardacre proves to have nefarious plans, Henry takes off into the wider world, with Stitch and Alice following in his wake. Along the way they encounter fearful villagers, a mysterious hooded figure, and a kindly blind man with an injured leg. Kenny invites readers to ponder what it means to be a monster; Alice (who has a slight hump), Stitch, and Henry are all dubbed monstrous at various points. Stitch’s wide-eyed trust in the essential goodness of his fellow human beings often contrasts with Alice’s knowing bitterness but proves the stronger feeling. As a creature new to the world, Stitch displays a striking sense of wonder, innocence, and compassion. Few people are beyond redemption in Kenny’s poignant tale, and his variegated “monsters” will win the hearts of readers (and even a couple of villagers as well). Characters are cued white. Adventure, heroics, and thoughtful characterization are stitched together in this charmer of a book. (Paranormal. 7-11)

Hazel is All That Chad Otis 4-8 Booklist Preschool-Grade 2. Hazel is a confident kid with a spirited, self-assured swagger. Looking at the world through her enormous, round yellow glasses, she thinks she sees the whole picture. An unseen narrator even announces, “Yep. Hazel has things all figured out.” When she encounters a growling dog in the park, she “says it like it is” and declares, “That dog is mean!” Hazel makes more one-dimensional snap judgements about other canines she spies: the poodle sitting nicely is "good," the bulldog sporting a spiked collar is "tough," and the dachshund with a hat in its mouth is “naughty.” A dropped ice cream cone causes the little girl to experience many relatable feelings, from anger to embarrassment, and sparks an epiphany: “Maybe we aren’t all just one thing.” Otis’ digitally enhanced pencil-and-watercolor illustrations are full of detailed scenes affording readers different views of Hazel’s changing emotions and each dog’s multifaceted personality. This picture book offers a fresh perspective on the fallacy of first impressions.SLJ K-Gr 2-Hazel-pink skin, brown hair, clad in a bright-pink jacket and oversized yellow glasses-is confident and clear-eyed as she enters the dog park. She knows exactly what to expect and how to react to everything she experiences, that is, until her ice cream cone drops. What follows is a whirlwind of emotions: surprise, anger, sadness, embarrassment, happiness. When Hazel gets a new cone, she comes to a gentle realization that it's okay to feel all those things, and that everyone experiences their own special mix of these of emotions. The story's straightforward message that "we are more than just one thing" is quietly delivered, relying heavily on watercolor and pencil illustrations to carry the narrative; children who have seen the movie, Inside Out, might feel a similar kinship to this child. Hazel's exaggerated facial expressions do much of the storytelling, offering young readers a visual guide to navigating big feelings. The plot itself is minimal, and the story is not particularly distinctive, but this book could be used in classroom settings to facilitate discussion. VERDICT This book could be relevant to early discussions around emotional awareness and self-acceptance; an additional purchase for collections where SEL-themed books are valued.-Louie Lauer © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
Beach Bummer Ryan T Higgins 3-5 Kirkus Bruce the bear shepherds his family of geese and mice on a trip to the seaside. It’s hot—too hot—and everyone is feeling it. Everyone but Bruce, who, unbothered, appears to be taking a page from his book The Joys of Doing Nothing. Not ones to languish long, the mice propose turning the house into a beach resort; when Bruce shoots that idea down, they suggest going to the beach. The geese agree and enthusiastically run ahead, leaving Bruce to carry the gear. The mice and geese have fun in the sun while the long-suffering Bruce wrestles with their umbrella and floaties. A rollicking time is had by all, except, of course, poor Bruce. Finally settled, with a relaxed “Ahhhh,” Bruce is once again reunited with his book. Unsurprisingly, the respite is short-lived, and the sky almost immediately fills with clouds, then torrential rain. The beachgoers run for home, leaving Bruce once again to clean up. Disappointed, the mice and geese look to Bruce for a solution. Of course, in typical grump-with-a-heart-of-gold fashion, he finds a way to put things right. As in previous entries, Higgins’ signature illustrations, with their deft use of line and shading, are a delight. Young readers will enjoy the antics of the expressive mice and geese, and adults will recognize (and sympathize with) Bruce’s tireless schlepping and entertaining. Hilarious proof that a caregiver’s work is never done. (Picture book. 2-6)

Read all 2 full-text 
SLJ PreS-Gr 2-It's a hot summer day in Soggy Hollow. While the geese and mice want relief at the beach, Bruce just wants to sit at home. Eventually worn down by their imploring looks, Bruce relents, and they head to the beach with Bruce lugging all the equipment. Bruce's curmudgeonly ways don't spoil the outing for the others, but rain drives them all back home. A laugh-out-loud ending will surprise readers as Bruce has a turn of heart and creates a wonderful beach substitute for his companions. Delightful illustrations capture emotion with great humor. VERDICT Fans of the "Mother Bruce" series will not be disappointed, and newcomers will want to read more of the adventures of this grouchy bear and his friends.-John Scott © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Everything's Wrong Jory John 4-8 Kirkus In this companion to Something’s Wrong! (2021) and Nothing’s Wrong! (2023), two pals contend with a very bad day. Jeff (a large brown bear wearing undies festooned with red hearts) and Anders (a fastidious green hare) each greet the morning cheerfully from their respective dwellings. But when the lights go out in both their houses, they find themselves prone, breakfast dripping from their fur. After they each step outside, their doors lock behind them, and they race toward each other’s homes—colliding on the path. What follows is a series of indignities involving bees, sap, dust, a skunk, pollen, and hail; it’s so preposterous that they can’t help but laugh. The text is full of alliteration and playful language. Anders thinks it’s going to be a “calm, cool, and collected type of day.” Jeff later wonders, “What are all these sticker-y, sticky, needle-y, poke-y, ouch-y, hurt-y thingies?” (Burrs.) Kraan’s mix of woodcut, colored pencil, and linocut artwork shows warm woodland and cozy domestic scenes full of pleasing textures and patterns. When the duo escape to the lake, they find friends—and Jeff’s grandma—all of whom had weird days of their own. They now float contentedly, munching sandwiches. As the pair join the fun, they conclude that pleasure is possible, even on bad days. Jeff muses, “All you can control are your actions and reactions to stuff.” Important life lessons, served with a heap of comedy. (Picture book. 4-7)
Captain Freddy Countdown to School Elizabeth Shreeve 4-7 Booklist Preschool-Grade 1. It’s the first day of school for Freddy (Captain Freddy, that is), who blasts off to outer space while getting ready. School is big, far away, and full of strangers, not unlike outer space, so what better way to prepare than with a pretend trip on a rocket? At his space station, Freddy checks the rocket engines and starts the countdown. When the rocket spins out of control, Freddy lands on a faraway planet, interacts with an alien, and returns home in time to blast off to school. On the outset, this seems to be about Freddy’s nerves when it comes to starting school, but the focus soon turns to his interest in outer space. Three pages of back matter include facts about some of the celestial bodies and a short list of further reading options. The brightly colored digital illustrations feature blocky figures and shapes, adequately conveying the scenes as the action slips playfully into fantasy and back. Those facing the prospect of starting school will appreciate Freddy’s diversion.Kirkus A boy anxious about his first day of school settles his nerves with some pretend play.Freddy is obviously mad about space--his room is blue and decorated with stars and constellations, and a planet mobile hangs above the outer-space quilt on his bed. But he may not be quite ready for school yet: "School is big. It's far, far away. And it's full of strangers." The boy alternately imagines working in space and getting ready for school--his backpack is his jetpack, his shirt is his uniform, his new shoes are moon boots, and that laser he straps on? It looks suspiciously like a banana. But a sudden problem with the ship leaves Freddy floating in space alone, until he lands on a faraway planet and meets an extraterrestrial who tries to take his laser. But then Mom opens the door to find Freddy and his baby sister on the floor playing. Freddy's finally ready, though: "School's a big place....But I've been to space, and it is gigantic." Reflecting the space theme, Chou's digital illustrations employ lots of deep blue, pops of bright color, and angular lines. Freddy, his mom, and his sister have medium-brown skin and dark, straight hair.While not as strong as Sue Ganz-Schmitt and Shane Prigmore's Planet Kindergarten (2014), it's a great choice for space fans and a good way to introduce kids to distraction as a coping technique. (bibliography, further reading) (Picture book. 4-8)
Six Little Sticks Tiffany Stone 4 and up Kirkus Readers are tasked with locating Mama stick bug’s six children. The book opens with a spread depicting Mama on a branch; a page turn reveals her offspring, numbered one through six. They’re already a bit hard to distinguish, between camouflaging leaves and branches and an assortment of tiny toys, including a pinwheel, crayons, and a scooter. “Mama’s going to teach them how to hide so six little sticks stay safe outside.” By the next page, five of the stick bugs are riding Mama’s back, but one is already missing. Mama keeps losing her children, but observant viewers will find them, although it may take some time to spot the little critters blending into the woods. Other insects will become visible as children investigate the illustrator’s delicate, playful multimedia images. This is a book to peer at closely and won’t make for an effective group read-aloud. While the rhyming text is appropriate for very young listeners, the pictures are meant for kids who can really concentrate. Sometimes, only the bugs’ heads are visible, and when “friends and cousins” come to join the game of hide-and-seek, only the most able bug detectives will track them all down. Still, those up for the task will have a field day. Facts about the bugs and a final challenge to search for other bugs will send kids back to the book and out into nature. Eagle-eyed junior entomologists will go buggy for this one. (Picture book. 4-9)SLJ PreS-Gr 1-A delightful search-and-find picture book that introduces counting and subtraction. A mama stick bug introduces her six little stick-bug children; the narration tells us she's going to teach them how to hide. They then disappear one by one with each page. Pencil and lush watercolor illustrations bring the natural world to life, making the bug's habitat similar to human surroundings. Kids will enjoy pointing out miniature objects such as a lantern and binoculars, as well as bug-size toys like a soccer ball and tire swing. Once all stick bugs have disappeared, readers are asked to find "friends and cousins" on one spread, bringing the counting up to 20. Back matter includes facts about stick bugs and a list of six other critters that use camouflage. VERDICT A unique and well-done spin on the subtraction caused by disappearing animals trope, and a good purchase for picture book collections.-Carrie Voliva © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
Blue Sky Morning Kim Jihyun 4-7 Kirkus Come along with Eunny as she navigates her morning routine. Delicate watercolor and colored pencil illustrations depict a view of an initially quiet Korean town, while clever second-person text directly addresses readers and the protagonist: “Wake up, Eunny! It’s a beautiful, blue sky morning.” With a gentleness that matches her soft yet precise artwork, Kim invites readers to participate in Eunny’s activities (“Can you hear the town waking up too?” “Have you noticed the flowers?”). Eunny eats a breakfast prepared by her grandmother, Mama drinks coffee, and then she and Eunny set out. “It’s bright when you step outside, and the air feels cool and fresh. Take a deep breath.” Kim’s portrayal of the now-busy streets makes for immersive reading; every illustration in this South Korean import is filled with detail, from the children’s expressions to the individual leaves on the trees. Mama and Eunny aren’t in a rush, and the unseen narrator urges the child to “stop for a moment, and look up.” A marvelous page turn transitions from an overhead image of Eunny with her head craned back to a stunning view of the blue sky seen from below. As Eunny and her mother enjoy their walk to Mama’s bus stop and Eunny meets her friend Sohee, readers get to experience the fun of saying goodbye and hello, observing the changing colors of the foliage, and anticipating a new school day. The feeling of a lovely morning, captured perfectly. (Picture book. 3-7)SLJ K-Gr 2-Eunny's day begins with a beautiful, blue-sky morning and it sets the stage for everything else. Her morning routine from waking up-"Can you hear the town waking up too? Lots of people are starting their busy days"-to a family breakfast, then walking her mother to the bus stop and continuing on to school is transformed. On this unhurried day, there is time to breathe the cool fresh air; notice the flowers and others on the street; look up at the big, blue sky; talk to Mama about the day ahead; and enjoy the colors of the turning leaves. The text, written as though speaking to Eunny, is simple and direct. Set in Kim's old neighborhood in Seoul, the mostly watercolor illustrations are amazingly realistic and detailed. The bricks on the houses, the artwork on Eunny's room, the dragonflies in the sky, the individual leaves on the trees-readers will see it all and so much more. Changing perspectives, depth, and angles keeps the story moving along. Those who have been awaiting the follow-up to The Depth of the Lake and the Height of the Sky will not be disappointed. VERDICT Within the confines of a regular day, the author-illustrator brilliantly conveys the joy and beauty found in an autumn morning, making every small moment relatable and wonderful. A solid purchase for libraries.-Catherine Callegari © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
Bird Brothers A Delhi Story Rina Singh 3-5 SLJ 1-4-In a true story of the growth of compassion, two young brothers in Delhi, India, were inspired by the raptors they saw in the sky, called black kites. They loved to watch them soar around the city and their father taught them that by feeding the birds bits of raw meat, that the birds would protect them from bad luck. The boys were deeply disturbed one day to see a black kite get tangled in a special kind of glass-coated string that was widely used for kite battles (it has been since banned but is still around). While the boys were seeking help for the bird, it died in their arms. They were determined to try to help black kites that were injured and learned from other bird owners and veterinarians. They now have a bird sanctuary in their home. This nonfiction book has themes of environmental protection, determination, helping others, and following one's passions. The stunning illustrations feature brightly colored watercolor-like scenes, providing a magical perspective of the birds and the skies above Delhi. Readers who like reading stories about animal rescue will enjoy this book. VERDICT This would be a first choice for any library looking for new nonfiction picture books. The artwork and the story are inspiring and beautiful.-Debbie Tanner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus   "Singh celebrates Holi, the Hindu festival of colors and love, and highlights six colors in this vibrant, playful board book...The sheer joy of the event comes through on nearly every page...Communicating the universal concept of color within the specific celebration of Holi, this gem deserves a place in every child's book bag."
Poe and Lars Kashelle Gourley 3-6 Kirkus Poe is a little girl who lives in the frozen Arctic, all by herself. Although she loves her home and can entertain herself with her big imagination, she still gets lonely. One day, the roof of her home—an A-frame made of ice blocks—collapses in on itself. The culprit is a polar bear named Lars who suffers from constant hunger. Lars loves to eat, but, unfortunately, he is a terrible hunter. Thinking that she’s easy prey, Lars tries to eat Poe. Feisty Poe escapes Lars’ jaws and makes a deal. She says that she’ll find Lars food if he repairs her house. Lars—who at this point is starving—quickly agrees. Although Lars is not great at repairing roofs, it turns out that Poe is a talented angler. But when Poe is in danger, Lars must decide what is more important to him: a net full of juicy fish or Poe’s potentially life-changing friendship. The author expertly balances humor, suspense, and whimsy, fleshing out complex characters in just a few pages. The illustrations employ a gorgeous color palette that perfectly reflects the pastel hues of the Arctic, backgrounding the slapstick. Lars is comically unibrowed; Poe has brown skin and wears a yellow knit cap with red pompom. The author’s note mentions climate change, which plays a clear if minor role in the story, and Indigenous people, which are absent. A lighthearted friendship tale. (Picture book. 2-5)SLJ PreS-Gr 1-Poe is a small, brown-skinned girl in a parka, living in an arctic setting where she occasionally yells at the glaciers to stop melting. She is eaten up one day by a "hangry" polar bear named Lars, but from the inside she pries his jaws open and makes a deal-if he will help rebuild her ruined home, she'll feed him. True to her word, she quickly stockpiles fish, and although Lars briefly considers taking advantage of her generosity when she is pulled into the icy water, he remembers how lonely, and hungry, life was before Poe, and he saves her. Watercolor-like scenes of the cozy home they build together follow, along with a rainbow array of fish, scenes of Lars and Poe drying off by the fire, and a conversation about the climate's effects on their surroundings. Back matter is the real source of information about the climate, tipped in for those just learning about global warming. VERDICT With cheerful illustrations, Hogan's tone matches the lighthearted banter of the storytelling, making this a sure hit among preschoolers.-Kimberly Olson Fakih, School Library Journal © Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
Caitlin Clark Primetime Basketball Superstars Anthony Hewson 8-13 Booklist Grades 3-6. Readers who love the excitement of sports will be drawn to these new installments in the PrimeTime series (4 new titles), which spotlight some of the most important players on the field and the court. Full of brightly colored photos and sidebar facts, each biography focuses on its player’s background, training, and rise to fame. Caitlin Clark gives readers a glimpse into the world and talents of this basketball player, showing how her passion led her to break records in the sport. The books feature four chapters that chronologically unfold each player’s story in an engaging manner. A handy time line recaps important life and career events; this is also paired with a map plotting where each event took place. “At a Glance” facts and stats conclude each volume.
Victor Wembanyama Primetime Basketball Superstars Anthony Hewson 8-13 Booklist Grades 3-6. Readers who love the excitement of sports will be drawn to these new installments in the PrimeTime series (4 new titles), which spotlight some of the most important players on the field and the court. Full of brightly colored photos and sidebar facts, each biography focuses on its player’s background, training, and rise to fame. Victor Wembanyama discusses the towering basketball player’s rise to fame in France and Barcelona before playing for the NBA. The books feature four chapters that chronologically unfold each player’s story in an engaging manner. A handy time line recaps important life and career events; this is also paired with a map plotting where each event took place. “At a Glance” facts and stats conclude each volume.
Three Blue Hearts Lynne Kelly 8-12 Booklist Grades 3-6. For Max, it’s not easy being the son of a larger-than-life politician, forever in the public spotlight and never living up to his dad’s expectations. So, when he gets to travel with his mom for the summer to coastal Texas, Max is happy to fade from the spotlight for a few months. Soon after arriving, he finds an injured octopus and works with locals to save her. This endeavor helps grow Max’s confidence, convictions, and interpersonal abilities. In her newest tale, Kelly (Song for a Whale, 2019) does what she does best—getting to the hearts of kids who are aching to be themselves and submerging them in challenging situations that help them shine. Boasting a combination of family dynamics, new friendships, animal husbandry, challenging choices, and coming of age, this will resonate with readers who enjoy diving into realistic fiction with a side of animal love. A solid purchase that Kelly’s fans will gobble up and librarians will find easy to booktalk. Sensitive readers may appreciate knowing that animal death occurs in this story.Kirkus What begins as an octopus rescue mission becomes a summer of life-changing friendship and self-discovery. Max is tired of being Little Max, always in the shadow of Big Max, his glad-handing, big-shot city council member father. He’s ready for a fresh start, spending the summer with his mom on her graduate school research trip. They’re headed to a place on the Gulf Coast of Texas called Lafitte Island, which for Max feels full of possibility. During his first exploration of the island, Max comes across a beached octopus on the shore, barely alive. His quick thinking and empathetic determination set the course for his entire summer. Max enlists Emmett, a YouTuber with a channel called “Stuff I Found on the Beach,” for help with octopus transport. Emmett leads him to Ollie Mae and her family, who run a vet clinic on the island. But Max’s bond with his octopus—whom Ollie Mae names Ursula after the sea witch from The Little Mermaid—becomes the most transformative part of his summer. As he cares for Ursula at the clinic, he also figures out how to care for himself—learning to speak up, be himself, and let go. Full of heart, a dash of science, and plenty of octopus antics, this story is a tender, bittersweet reminder that growth can come from the most unexpected of places. Primary characters present white. This quiet, heartfelt story will stay with readers long after the tide goes out. (author’s note) (Fiction. 9-12)

The Guitarrista Lucky Diaz 4-8 Booklist Preschool-Grade 2. Canta, a Latine girl with music in her heart, spots a treasure sticking out of a dumpster: an electric guitar! Though it’s broken in two, she takes it home, and Mamá adds a bright pink sash to hold the guitar while Canta plays. Next stop is Fernanda’s shop, where Fernanda—tattooed and unquestionably cool—quickly repairs the guitar. As the girl continues down the street to her first lesson, Lupita pops her head out of her auto body garage and offers to paint Canta’s guitar bright red. When she finally arrives at the music school, the other kids make fun of her strumming, but Señora Clemente cuts through the negativity with some sick electric riffs and words of encouragement for Canta. This upbeat story carries positive messages about believing in yourself, persevering when others doubt you, and achieving your dream through hard work. Reminiscent of the duo’s previous book, Paletero Man (2021), the rhyming text moves at a brisk clip, effortlessly mixing English and Spanish. A fun read-aloud pick for a bilingual (or any!) storytime.Kirukus Grammy Award–winning artist Diaz’s love letter to music. “Treasure in the trash!” Canta, a Latine child who each Saturday stares longingly at the instruments on display at the guitar store, is thrilled to find a guitar that someone has thrown out. With Mamá’s encouragement (“¡Sí, se puede! / Where there’s a will, there’s a way!”), Canta seeks help from Fernanda at the repair shop. Soon, the guitar is whole again. Now all that’s left is learning to play it. Excited for lessons with Señora Clemente, Canta runs down the street, but another friend offers help before her class. Lupita gives the guitar a candy paint gleam so the guitar will be a real dream! Now Canta is finally ready for school. Some kids try to make fun of Canta, but Señora Clemente tells her to “Tune those doubts out!” So Canta listens to her heart, her corazón, and loudly sings her song, her canción! With unitalicized Spanish and English intertwined, the rhymes are appropriately melodic, and the art is vibrant, full of warm tones and round-faced characters full of expression. It’s a combination that works: a heartfelt story of a neighborhood coming together to help a little girl’s dream come true and engaging illustrations that deliver. Most characters present Latine, with skin in varying shades of brown; Señora Clemente is cued as Afro-Latine. (This book was reviewed digitally.) An inspiring story of perseverance. (Picture book. 4-7)
Top 10 Strangest Animals Brenna Maloney 5-7
A to Z Animal Mysteries: The absent alpacas Kayla Whaley Grades 1-4 In this spinoff from Roy's A to Z Mysteries series, an amateur sleuth and friends work to solve a disappearance case. Abbi Wallace and her twin best friends, Lydia and Daniel Herrera, are bound for the Maine State Fair. They’re excited to see the costume contest—for alpacas! They’ll be rooting for the Herreras’ family friend’s entry, Alpaca in Wonderland. But when they arrive, the contest is delayed indefinitely, since all the alpacas (except for Alpaca in Wonderland) are missing! Now the Herreras’ friend Margery Meadows has fallen under suspicion. Abbi’s adoptive mom is a mystery writer, so Abbi feels up for looking into the disappearance. The trio look for clues in the contestants’ barn, which take them into the woods behind the fair, where Lydia and Daniel help to clear a path for Abbi’s electric wheelchair. They find the missing alpacas at Meadows’ Meadows, Margery’s farm and animal sanctuary, but the reason is more complicated than they realize. This easy-to-read chapter book begins an alphabetically titled series sure to intrigue amateur sleuths and animal lovers. As in many children’s mysteries, the low stakes keep the crime fairly benign, but the characters’ personal investment gives the search meaning. Burgett’s illustrations are Saturday-morning-cartoon friendly, nearly ready to leap onto your television screen. Abbi appears White in the illustrations, while Margery and her adult son are tan-skinned. The twins are brown-skinned and cued as Latine. Good fun. (Fiction. 7-11)

A to Z Animal Mysteries: The Bats in the Castle Kayla Whaley
Grades 1-4 Another mystery—this one close to home! Abbi Wallace habitually records animal noises, and her mother recently gave her a special microphone that can detect high-pitched bat noises and make them audible to humans. But one October evening, the old elevator at the Maine castle where they live is broken. Abbi, who now uses a wheelchair due to spinal muscular atrophy, can’t get up the stairs anymore, so she has to instruct her friends Lydia and Daniel Herrera on how to set up the equipment via walkie-talkies. Later, the sound app on Abbi’s phone makes a screeching noise even more shrill than a whistling teakettle! Abbi’s mother teases that it’s probably the ghost of the castle’s builder. Lydia becomes frightened at the possibility. To appease Lydia’s fears, Abbi uses a tablet with a camera to digitally supervise her friends through an auditory search of the house for the source of the noise. Abbi has a hunch, and the next day, they call a park ranger for help. This second series installment gets more personal, addressing Abbi’s needs and wants as a wheelchair user, and when Abbi voices her frustration about her lack of access to parts of the castle, her mom is quick to find solutions. The mystery itself is more straightforward but more immediately significant as it takes place in Abbi’s home, with great use of technology throughout as the kids—and readers—learn more about bats. Burgett’s illustrations continue to delight. Abbi and her mother present white, while Lydia and Daniel are cued Latine. Pleasing entertainment laced with insightful lessons. (bat facts) (Mystery. 7-11)

"A Stepping Stone book.";"B"--Spine.;"Original A to Z Mysteries series created by Ron Roy"--Title page verso. "A high-pitched loud sound in an elevator shaft sends young sleuths Abbi, Daniel, and Lydia on the hunt for the source"--Provided by publisher.
A to Z Animal Mysteries: TheCougar Clues Kayla Whaley Grades 1-4 In this spinoff from Roy's A to Z Mysteries series, an amateur sleuth and friends work to solve a disappearance case. Abbi Wallace and her twin best friends, Lydia and Daniel Herrera, are bound for the Maine State Fair. They’re excited to see the costume contest—for alpacas! They’ll be rooting for the Herreras’ family friend’s entry, Alpaca in Wonderland. But when they arrive, the contest is delayed indefinitely, since all the alpacas (except for Alpaca in Wonderland) are missing! Now the Herreras’ friend Margery Meadows has fallen under suspicion. Abbi’s adoptive mom is a mystery writer, so Abbi feels up for looking into the disappearance. The trio look for clues in the contestants’ barn, which take them into the woods behind the fair, where Lydia and Daniel help to clear a path for Abbi’s electric wheelchair. They find the missing alpacas at Meadows’ Meadows, Margery’s farm and animal sanctuary, but the reason is more complicated than they realize. This easy-to-read chapter book begins an alphabetically titled series sure to intrigue amateur sleuths and animal lovers. As in many children’s mysteries, the low stakes keep the crime fairly benign, but the characters’ personal investment gives the search meaning. Burgett’s illustrations are Saturday-morning-cartoon friendly, nearly ready to leap onto your television screen. Abbi appears White in the illustrations, while Margery and her adult son are tan-skinned. The twins are brown-skinned and cued as Latine. Good fun. (Fiction. 7-11)"A Stepping Stone book.";"C"--Spine.;"Original A to Z Mysteries series created by Ron Roy"--Title page verso. Young sleuths Abbi, Lydia, and Daniel are excited to search for clues of a cougar near Abbi's home, but they soon discover something more might be going on.

A to Z Animal Mysteries: TheDolphin Detectives Kayla Whaley Grades 1-4 In this spinoff from Roy's A to Z Mysteries series, an amateur sleuth and friends work to solve a disappearance case. Abbi Wallace and her twin best friends, Lydia and Daniel Herrera, are bound for the Maine State Fair. They’re excited to see the costume contest—for alpacas! They’ll be rooting for the Herreras’ family friend’s entry, Alpaca in Wonderland. But when they arrive, the contest is delayed indefinitely, since all the alpacas (except for Alpaca in Wonderland) are missing! Now the Herreras’ friend Margery Meadows has fallen under suspicion. Abbi’s adoptive mom is a mystery writer, so Abbi feels up for looking into the disappearance. The trio look for clues in the contestants’ barn, which take them into the woods behind the fair, where Lydia and Daniel help to clear a path for Abbi’s electric wheelchair. They find the missing alpacas at Meadows’ Meadows, Margery’s farm and animal sanctuary, but the reason is more complicated than they realize. This easy-to-read chapter book begins an alphabetically titled series sure to intrigue amateur sleuths and animal lovers. As in many children’s mysteries, the low stakes keep the crime fairly benign, but the characters’ personal investment gives the search meaning. Burgett’s illustrations are Saturday-morning-cartoon friendly, nearly ready to leap onto your television screen. Abbi appears White in the illustrations, while Margery and her adult son are tan-skinned. The twins are brown-skinned and cued as Latine. Good fun. (Fiction. 7-11)"A Stepping Stone book.";"D"--Spine.;"Original A to Z Mysteries series created by Ron Roy"--Title page verso. "Young sleuths Abbi, Lydia, and Daniel notice that the dolphins off the coast of Maine are acting strangely and set out to find out why"--Provided by publisher.
A to Z Animal Mysteries: TheEmerald Egg Kayla Whaley Grades 1-4 In this spinoff from Roy's A to Z Mysteries series, an amateur sleuth and friends work to solve a disappearance case. Abbi Wallace and her twin best friends, Lydia and Daniel Herrera, are bound for the Maine State Fair. They’re excited to see the costume contest—for alpacas! They’ll be rooting for the Herreras’ family friend’s entry, Alpaca in Wonderland. But when they arrive, the contest is delayed indefinitely, since all the alpacas (except for Alpaca in Wonderland) are missing! Now the Herreras’ friend Margery Meadows has fallen under suspicion. Abbi’s adoptive mom is a mystery writer, so Abbi feels up for looking into the disappearance. The trio look for clues in the contestants’ barn, which take them into the woods behind the fair, where Lydia and Daniel help to clear a path for Abbi’s electric wheelchair. They find the missing alpacas at Meadows’ Meadows, Margery’s farm and animal sanctuary, but the reason is more complicated than they realize. This easy-to-read chapter book begins an alphabetically titled series sure to intrigue amateur sleuths and animal lovers. As in many children’s mysteries, the low stakes keep the crime fairly benign, but the characters’ personal investment gives the search meaning. Burgett’s illustrations are Saturday-morning-cartoon friendly, nearly ready to leap onto your television screen. Abbi appears White in the illustrations, while Margery and her adult son are tan-skinned. The twins are brown-skinned and cued as Latine. Good fun. (Fiction. 7-11)"A Stepping Stone Book.";"E"--Spine.;"Original A to Z Mysteries series created by Ron Roy"--Title page verso. "In Australia, Abbi, Lydia, and Daniel work with Abbi's cousin to find out who has stolen a precious emerald emu egg"--Provided by publisher.

Dragonbreath Series: # 4, 5, 6, 9 Ursula Vernon Grades 3-7 missing books within series From Publisher: Danny Dragonbreath can’t breathe fire, but he’ll make you laugh until smoke comes out of your nose. Told in a mix of comic panels and text, this hilarious middle-grade series is perfect for fans of Diary of a Wimpy Kid.

If I Built a Town Chris Van Deusen Grades PreK-3 In zippy, Seussian rhymes and images, a young city planner dreams big. Strolling with a brown-skinned, bespectacled mayor through idyllic townscapes, part real, part imagined, light-skinned, dark-haired Jack expounds on what the perfect burg would look like. With the exception of schools—which the author skips in order to insert a plug for his If I Built a School (2019)—the ideal version of Jaxtown would have all the essentials, from stylish homes and free stores, both maintained by robots, to a free-range zoo with lots of wild animals including “a griffin, a dino or two, / And three fancy unicorns, white, pink, and blue.” Aerial walkways would twine through striped, bendy trees. There would be a roving health clinic and a big library where “no one controls what you can or can’t read,” but no need for a firehouse or for police (everything here is flameproof, and “nobody argues and nothing goes wrong”). Nearby farms with chickens would make the town self-sustaining (for ovo-vegetarians anyway), and the energy source would be carbon neutral: “We’d end our reliance on foul fossil fuels / And switch to magnetic, electrified jewels.” The racially diverse populace enjoying all the benefits shown in the enticing illustrations include same-sex couples and people using wheelchairs. Sunny, inclusive, and, sadly, imaginary. (Picture book. 6-8)Continuation of book series

Wings of Fire #9 Graphic Novel: Talons of Power Mike Holmes Grades 3-7 Continuation of book series
Baby-Sitters Little Sister: Karen's Prize Shauna J. Grant Grades 2-5 Continuation of book series: Baby-Sitters Little Sister Based on: Karen's prize / Ann M. Martin.;"Based on the novel by Ann M. Martin"--Front cover. "Karen loves to spell words. She is very good at it, too. First she wins the spelling bee in her class. Then Karen wins another spelling contest. And another . . . and another! Soon Karen might be the best junior speller in the state of Connecticut. She's even going to be on TV! Karen thinks that is so great. But her friends don't. They think Karen is a show-off!"--Provided by publisher.
Deckawoo Drive : 3 Adventures on Deckawoo Drive Kate DiCamillo Grades 1-3 (Already have each of these titles individually, this is a compilation.) "3 books in 1.";Leroy Ninker saddles up -- Francine Poulet meets the ghost raccoon -- Where are you going, baby Lincoln? Collects the first three tales of the Deckawoo Drive series, featuring the adventures of bumbling cowboy Leroy Ninker, Animal Control Officer Francine Poulet, and sweet Baby Lincoln.
A to Z Mysteries  Super Edition: Leopard on the Loose Ron Roy

Grades 1-4
Continuation of book series: "A Stepping Stone book.";Includes bibliographical references. "When a leopard goes missing at the San Diego Zoo, it's up to Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose to find her!"--Provided by publisher.

The sequel series, A to Z Mysteries Super Edition, is set one year after the original series and in different places rather than at home in Connecticut.
A to Z Mysteries  Super Edition: Space Shuttle Scam Ron Roy

Grades 1-4
Continuation of book series: "A Stepping stone book.";Includes bibliographical references. Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose head to Florida where they uncover a scam at a local space memorabilia attraction.

The sequel series, A to Z Mysteries Super Edition, is set one year after the original series and in different places rather than at home in Connecticut.
A to Z Mysteries  Super Edition: Crime in the Crypt Ron Roy

Grades 1-4
Continuation of book series: "A Stepping Stone book.";Includes bibliographical references. "When Ruth Rose's grandmother is accused of stealing, it's up to Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose to clear her name"--Provided by publisher.

The sequel series, A to Z Mysteries Super Edition, is set one year after the original series and in different places rather than at home in Connecticut.
Who is Cuter Series: Baby Monkey or Baby Sloth, Baby Hedgehog or Baby Porcupine, Baby Donkey or Baby Llama, Baby Seal or Baby Sea Otter, Baby Penguin or Baby Owl,Baby Zebra or Baby Giraffe, Baby Rabbit or Baby Raccoon, Baby Chipmunk or Baby Skunk, Baby Panda or Baby Polar Bear, Baby Elephant or Baby HippoKirsten Chang Grades K-3 Per BISD Policy: Not all books, particularly nonfiction books, are reviewed in professional journals. If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic series does not exist in a professional review journal, it may be purchased with an informed decision made by weighing the factors listed below: ● Reputation and standing of the publisher ● Reputation and standing of the series ● Popular interest ● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer ● Importance of the subject matter to the community ● Needfor a balanced, diverse collection ● Curricular needs PWhich animals have the cutest babies? Each book in this adorable series compares two baby animals. Colorful photos highlight the similarities and differences between each set of babies. Simple text guides readers through each animal's cutest body parts and behaviors. Special features highlight important facts about each baby and encourage readers to decide for themselves which animal is the cutest.Who is the cuter baby? It's up to readers!
Hilarious Holiday Humor Series: Jokes for Halloween, Jokes for Christmas, Jokes for Independence Day, Jokes for Valentine's Day, Jokes for St. Patrick's Day, Jokes for ThanksgivingJane Davis Grades 2-5 Per BISD Policy: Not all books, particularly nonfiction books, are reviewed in professional journals. If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic series does not exist in a professional review journal, it may be purchased with an informed decision made by weighing the factors listed below: ● Reputation and standing of the publisher ● Reputation and standing of the series ● Popular interest ● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer ● Importance of the subject matter to the community ● Needfor a balanced, diverse collection ● Curricular needs PHolidays are lots of fun. What's one way kids can add a bit more silliness to these occasions? They can learn and tell some jokes! This lighthearted set presents jokes kids will love to laugh at as well as information about how these holidays are celebrated around the world.

Billie Jean Pete Athlete Andrea Beaty Ages 4-8 Kirkus The seventh title in the Questioneers picture-book series finds a second grader bouncing back following epic embarrassment on the basketball court. Billie Jean is the tuneless middle child in a musical family. She’s shown some talent for basketball, but she wins no hometown fans at the Shindig of Cheeses and Sports: After she takes a shot, “she jumps up and down, and her heart fills with pride… / which melts to a HORRIBLE feeling inside… / because she just scored… / for the opposite side.” Later, the pale-skinned Billie Jean’s on-court shoelace mishap leads to a eureka moment, an attitude adjustment, and a newfound confidence that helps her make a last-second shot: “By mixing two things to make something brand new, / she found her own song in what she loved to do.” As in the other Questioneers picture books, the “be yourself” message goes down easy, embedded in a propulsive story and powered by zippy rhymes. As for the art, Roberts delivers his customary fastidious lines and sublimely detailed work: The faces of even the story’s bystanders, who are depicted in a wide range of skin tones, brim with personality, further enhanced by bespoke hairstyles. Beaty’s author’s note confirms what older readers may have already surmised: Billie Jean is named for another impressive athlete—tennis great King. This dare-to-be-different story is another win from the Questioneers team. (Picture book. 5-8)SLJ PreS-Gr 3-Beaty is back with another precocious child who has an interest that rhymes with her name. What makes Billie Jean Peet different is that-despite her namesake being one of the greatest female tennis players of all time-she likes to play basketball and is horrible at it. Suffering from middle-child blues, Billie Jean feels she is not good at anything. But that doesn't stop her from trying. By the end of the book she hasn't become a basketball star or found another hidden talent, she is celebrated for her useless skill of squeaking her shoes on the floor. This type of realistic struggle and lack of a picture-perfect resolution feels unique and in a sea of books that have artificially inspirational conclusions. Beaty's wordcraft is impeccable as always, and Roberts's pen-and-ink art remains a master class in illustration. There are cameos from Ada Twist and other iconic characters. Characters have different skin tones, hairstyles, and body types A fun read-aloud with jokes for grown-ups to enjoy, too. For instance, Billie Jean has parody music posters in her bedroom, like Bananadrama and Kismet's Kid-a riff on Destiny's Child. Back matter includes information about Title IX and girls having equal access to sports. VERDICT Billie Jean is a worthy classmate of Iggy Peck, Rosie Revere, and others. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
Mermaids are the Worst Alex Willan Ages 4-8 Kirkus  Will mermaids ruin Goblin’s first vacation in centuries? In this latest in the series, Goblin is exhausted (check out our hero’s extensive and humorous To Do List if you have any doubts) and decides to take a much-needed break. Goblin heads to the beach, only to make a horrible discovery: The seashore is the site of the 105th Annual Mermaid Tournament of Awesomeness. Most people think mermaids are amazing, but Goblin begs to differ. Mermaids are loud! They ruin Goblin’s search for inner peace, and the shadows cast by their sand castles keep Goblin from getting a tan. Forget about snorkeling—an arm-wrestling competition between an octopus and several mermaids makes the experience “less than serene.” Cranky Goblin’s first-person narration is delightfully understated at times. “What was supposed to be a lazy trip down the river turned out to be anything but,” complains Goblin as the mermaids swim by, nearly knocking Goblin off an inner tube and sending our hero down a waterfall. Just as things are looking dangerous, Goblin finds a way to triumph. As with previous installments, Willan has crafted an enticing setting filled with saucer-eyed characters and rendered in a candy-colored palette; big-eared, exasperated Goblin’s particularly endearing, and readers will love spotting the protagonist’s slug sidekick on each page, as well as a crab who’s magically been turned into a taco. Readers will eagerly line up to join these mermaid games. (Picture book. 3-6)
Creepy Sheepy Lucy Ruth Cummings ages 3-7 booklist Preschool-Grade 2. In preparation for Halloween, Sleepy Sheepy goes costume shopping with his family, a fluffy bunch with large eyes and adorable expressions. The wooly youngster knows exactly what he wants to be and makes a beeline for the last—and obviously popular—werewolf costume on the rack. His father asks, “Why be one of many when / you can be one of a kind?” and amusingly suggests dressing as a rain cloud or a bag of cotton balls, but Sleepy Sheepy’s mind is set: “I must be / the hairiest, / the scariest— / I must wear-wolf!” When the holiday arrives, Sleepy Sheepy’s costume feels all wrong. And when the lad steps outside and into a multitude of other werewolves, he has a change of heart. Sleepy Sheepy pivots and participates in Halloween with a clever costume of his own creation. Using scanned watercolor textures and digital paint, Oswald creates colorful, sweet illustrations that emphasize characters and keep backgrounds simple to guide the reader’s focus. With charming rhythm, rhymes, and clever wordplay, Cummins celebrates the importance of individuality.Slj PreS-Sleepy Sheepy visits the Halloween store with his family. He holds a picture of a werewolf costume and has an excited expression. Once inside, he immediately starts to beg and plead and howl for the werewolf costume. His dad says no and offers other suggestions. Sheepy is determined and eventually gets his way. On Halloween, Sheepy finds the costume uncomfortable but goes through with wearing it. Outside, he sees many other kids wearing the same costume. He goes back inside to change from the werewolf costume into pajamas to be a "Sheepwalker." The family goes on to have a fun night out, and the book ends with the parents tucking Sleepy Sheepy into bed. The story is sweet and appropriate for young readers but sometimes confusing. What makes the werewolf costume so important to Sheepy? Why does his dad resist? Text uses rhythm and rhyme with mixed results. Some passages flow nicely, while others feel forced or confusing. Careful adult reading reveals some puns that will be lost on young readers, such as "Sheepy'd begged to wear-wolf and his pa'd gone along!" Illustrations are scanned watercolor textures and digital paint: the result is basic but works for the story. Images are bright and clear, and the cartoonish characters are easy to track. Some of the details and expressions are extremely funny. Text is well placed on the pages for easy readability and playful interaction with the images. VERDICT A fun but nonessential addition to a library seeking more Halloween books for young readers.-Amelia Jenkins © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

ABC Alphabet ages 1-3 boardbook no review
Itsy Bitsy Spider Kate Toms PreK Itsy Bitsy Spider is a beautiful, padded board book that babies and toddlers will love to share. It has a soft-to-touch cover with flocking and glitter and exquisite, hand-stitched illustrations throughout. The charming, rhyming text, loosely based on "Itsy Bitsy Spider," is a book to read again and again
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Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)

Five Little Dinosaurs Michelle Courtney PreK boardbook no review

A tiger or a tiger shark? Pallotta, Jerry K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

All the Hulk feels Santat, Dan K-3 Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2025) Dr. Bruce Banner is angry…but at what cost? The title’s opening sequence establishes our hero’s defining trait—that Dr. Bruce Banner turns into the Incredible Hulk when enraged. But canonic table-setting aside, this tale forgoes the high-flying flash of standard comic-book fare for a more nuanced message. As the Leader, Banner’s longtime nemesis, crafts increasingly zany scenarios to elicit rage from his foe, tension builds between Bruce and his muscle-bound counterpart. When is anger worth feeling? And what do you do when you experience it? Written exchanges between the big-feeling scientist and the green behemoth drive the text’s dialogue; after each transformation, Bruce or the Hulk finds a note in his pocket. Subversively, rage-monster Hulk challenges Banner’s predisposition for fury, encouraging a more holistic approach to defeating evildoers. Anger is a legitimate emotion, per Hulk, but it’s one of many. Author/illustrator Santat breathes new life into the nature of comic-book conflict, exploring the emotional stakes of a consciousness divided. And while the topic is heady, the text introduces tools for self-regulation without veering into the didactic. Shifts in perspective may make the narrative challenging for younger readers to follow (events that precipitate angry transformations don’t always occur on the page, for instance), but the tale will start a conversation worth having. Readers holding out for a “Hulk smash” won’t be disappointed, either. Bruce is light-skinned; other humans are diverse. Supervillainy has been relegated to the subplot, but to a worthwhile end. (Picture book/graphic fiction. 6-9)
Axolotl and Axolittle Hitchman, Jess K-3 School Library Journal (June 1, 2025) K-Gr 2-As far as creatures go, they don't get much cuter than the axolotl. The older sister, Axolotl, is outgoing and energetic-she "lives life to the max-a-lotl." Younger brother, Axolittle, is more reserved and "loves to just relax a little." One day Axolotl's exuberance ruins Axolittle's artwork, and Axolotl shouts while Axolittle pouts. The father is called to help the two siblings work through their feelings, and the "axo-skiffle-scuffle" is successfully resolved. They end the story cuddling "to the max-a-lotl." The comedic digital illustrations, featuring a vivid yellow and a fuchsia color inspired by Mexican pink (honoring the habitat of the endangered axolotl), are effective at capturing the energy and emotions of the text. Unfortunately, the repetitive endings "-otl" and "-ittle" as well as their variations wear thin by the story's conclusion. VERDICT Cute-as-can-be axolotls engaging in sibling squabbles don't save the text that forces rhymed endings.-John Scott © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (August 2025 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 1. Axolotl is a bright pink older sister who is full of energy and always on the move, performing jumping jacks, skateboarding, and playing an instrument. Her younger brother, Axolittle, is a small yellow creature with round, green glasses who prefers quieter pursuits, such as reading, drawing, and relaxing. For the most part, the two siblings get along just fine—but not always. When Axolotl gets a bit too rambunctious, she gets on her gentler brother’s nerves and damages a painting he was working on. After a loud quarrel breaks out, Dad patiently calms his offspring and helps them “axo-pologize.” The tale is told in rhyming couplets, with cleverly inventive words that are fun to read aloud. The artwork clearly reveals the father’s peaceful handling of his children’s argument and the love the three have for each other.
Barbara Park's Junie B. Jones and a little monkey business : the graphic novelVenable, Colleen A. F K-3 Horn Book Guide (September, 2025) A misunderstanding about her new brother gets Junie in trouble. Her grandmother calling the boy the "cutest little money I've ever seen" convinces Junie that her mother has given birth to an actual primate. She tells her kindergarten classmates and begins to accept "gifts" for the opportunity to see the baby. Eventually, she ends up in the principal's office and everything is sorted out. Venable's graphic-novel adaptation is humorous, and Beam's colorful digital illustrations effectively capture Junie's expressiveness.
Bear and the three Goldilocks Horne, Patrick K-3 School Library Journal Xpress starred (July 25, 2025) PreS-Gr 2-This book is a delightful, creative twist on the classic fairy tale. Roles are reversed as readers follow the story of a gentle bear who stumbles into the home of not one, but three Goldilocks! The clever narrative flips expectations and brings fresh humor and heart to a timeless tale. Bear, looking for shelter and a snack, enters a cozy cottage and encounters the three sisters. The youngest is curious, the middle is practical, and the oldest is protective. Chaos and giggles ensue as the bear navigates porridge temperatures, broken chairs, and nap time. Understanding and friendship bloom in this warm story that teaches empathy and the value of seeing things from another's perspective. The illustrations are rich with whimsical detail. The Goldilocks sisters have distinct hairstyles, expressions, and outfits in complementary tones of mustard, rose, and sky blue. Bear has emotional eyes and wonderful expressions. VERDICT A magical, innovative retelling with heart and humor, this book is a visually rich twist on a familiar tale. The details are perfect for story time with expressive characters to captivate readers.-Susan McClellan © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2025) In this rollicking riff on the famous folktale, a human family named Goldilocks (Mr. Goldilocks, Mrs. Goldilocks, and young Goldie) goes on a camping trip in the woods. When the three decide to take a hike before eating their freshly made s'mores, Bear arrives. With apt pacing, Horne adds a comical spin to the classic story's structure: Bear does not like the first s'more ("too gooey") or the second ("too chocolaty") but still devours them after savoring the "just right" third one. Is he satisfied? No way. He gulps down their beans, bread, and hot sauce, packaging and all. Bear then tests out the family's musical instruments, accidentally destroying them, and after further destruction falls asleep in Goldie's tent. Yaccarino employs his signature crisp, bold artistic style to humorous effect when showing the expressive bear wreaking havoc. When the Goldilocks family returns and discovers the damage, Bear's parents also turn up and apologize for their cub's behavior, wishing to make amends and asking the humans to their house to eat their porridge, sit in their chairs, and sleep in their beds (but the people, who "did not speak Bear," hear only growls). A clever fractured fairy tale packed with visual jokes and surprising narrative twists. A link to the National Park Service's advice about bear safety is included. Brian E. Wilson July/August 2025 p.73

Besties Set Sail Miller, Kayla 3-6

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Beware of the Dino-Snake --a Branches Book Tan, Susan K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Billie Jean Peet, athlete Beaty, Andrea K-3 School Library Journal starred (October 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 3-Beaty is back with another precocious child who has an interest that rhymes with her name. What makes Billie Jean Peet different is that-despite her namesake being one of the greatest female tennis players of all time-she likes to play basketball and is horrible at it. Suffering from middle-child blues, Billie Jean feels she is not good at anything. But that doesn't stop her from trying. By the end of the book she hasn't become a basketball star or found another hidden talent, she is celebrated for her useless skill of squeaking her shoes on the floor. This type of realistic struggle and lack of a picture-perfect resolution feels unique and in a sea of books that have artificially inspirational conclusions. Beaty's wordcraft is impeccable as always, and Roberts's pen-and-ink art remains a master class in illustration. There are cameos from Ada Twist and other iconic characters. Characters have different skin tones, hairstyles, and body types A fun read-aloud with jokes for grown-ups to enjoy, too. For instance, Billie Jean has parody music posters in her bedroom, like Bananadrama and Kismet's Kid-a riff on Destiny's Child. Back matter includes information about Title IX and girls having equal access to sports. VERDICT Billie Jean is a worthy classmate of Iggy Peck, Rosie Revere, and others. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (July 1, 2025) The seventh title in the Questioneers picture-book series finds a second grader bouncing back following epic embarrassment on the basketball court. Billie Jean is the tuneless middle child in a musical family. She’s shown some talent for basketball, but she wins no hometown fans at the Shindig of Cheeses and Sports: After she takes a shot, “she jumps up and down, and her heart fills with pride… / which melts to a HORRIBLE feeling inside… / because she just scored… / for the opposite side.” Later, the pale-skinned Billie Jean’s on-court shoelace mishap leads to a eureka moment, an attitude adjustment, and a newfound confidence that helps her make a last-second shot: “By mixing two things to make something brand new, / she found her own song in what she loved to do.” As in the other Questioneers picture books, the “be yourself” message goes down easy, embedded in a propulsive story and powered by zippy rhymes. As for the art, Roberts delivers his customary fastidious lines and sublimely detailed work: The faces of even the story’s bystanders, who are depicted in a wide range of skin tones, brim with personality, further enhanced by bespoke hairstyles. Beaty’s author’s note confirms what older readers may have already surmised: Billie Jean is named for another impressive athlete—tennis great King. This dare-to-be-different story is another win from the Questioneers team. (Picture book. 5-8)
Bones and berserkers : 13 true tales of terror Hale, Nathan 3-6 Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2025) Author Hale’s namesake—spy and Revolutionary hero Nathan Hale—huddles with compatriots beneath a gallows as they regale one another with ghoulish tales drawn from history, literature, and legend. Hale’s latest set of Hazardous Tales begins, as it really needs to, with a cautionary note: “Are you a second grader reading way above your age level? If so, set this book down. It’s not for you.” Indeed, the book doesn’t skimp on the disturbing bits. With evocative titles like “The Demon Cat” and “The Head in the Jar” to provide at least a little warning, the author gathers a variety of terrifying tales; three involve the Jersey Devil, while one centers on a butler going bloodily berserk in a house built by Frank Lloyd Wright. Others feature the discovery of a haunted well filled with the corpses of soldiers killed in a Civil War battle, gruesome revenge, and monsters like the Boo Hag, a skin changer who sucks blood through sleepers’ noses. All these tales, eerie as they are on their own, are cranked up into screamer territory by Hale’s two-tone illustrations, which, with indecent relish and fanatical attention to realistic detail, depict fresh and not-so-fresh corpses, a radiation victim’s rotted face, a man’s buttocks being hacked off with a sword, leering skeletons, chopped-off limbs, and creepy night creatures with big, sharp teeth. The cast of storytellers, horrified onlookers, and all-too-often mutilated victims is racially diverse. Not all true, but truly nightmarish. (bibliography) (Graphic nonfiction/horror. 10-14)
Buffalo Fluffalo and Puffalo Kalb, Bess K-3 Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2025) A buffalo is disconcerted when his daily routine is disrupted by a newborn. Kalb begins with the playful rhymes and rhythms she employed in Buffalo Fluffalo (2024). Fluffalo, having learned a lesson in cooperation in his earlier outing, happily cavorts with Ram, Crow, and Prairie Dog before enjoying some thoughtful alone time and then settling down to sleep at dusk. A loud wailing sound wakes him at dawn and continues into daybreak. “‘What could that be?’ huffed tired old Fluffalo. / ‘I’ve said it before—I’ve had enuffalo!’” When he discovers that the sound is coming from a tiny buffalo, he becomes both irate and alarmed. Fortunately, his friends show up and assure him that the little one just needs some time to learn and grow. Fluffalo calms down and admits that the baby is a bit cute—something readers will have already realized, thanks to Kraan’s sweetly imaginative art. In the ensuing pages, Fluffalo mentors the loving Puffalo, including the baby in his daily activities and fielding (some of) Puff’s many questions. Readers with younger siblings will appreciate the subtle acknowledgment that Fluffalo’s new role can be taxing, but overall, the tale affirms the joy of mentoring, while the colorful, stylized art perfectly complements the upbeat verse. It’s easy to imagine an older child reading this story to a younger one at bedtime. An endearing ode to big siblinghood. (Picture book. 4-8)
Bundle up, Penelope Rex! Higgins, Ryan T K-3 School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 1-Penelope Rex has become a new favorite, delighting children with her dino-out-of-water adventures among a normal human classroom. This simple and frothy story is perfect for Penelope's board book debut. Instead of a moralistic tale of understanding others, like most of her classroom interactions, this story has the dinosaur heroine facing a simple but daunting task-preparing for winter weather. It details the layering necessary for a chilly snow day, showing each step of Penelope's winter wear as both she and her parents exhaust themselves before the outdoor play even begins. Penelope keeps her signature cuteness, even when bundled up in boots and snow pants. VERDICT A stripped-down approach to a popular character, making Penelope accessible for the young children. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Butt or face? Vol. 3,Super gross butts Lavelle, Kari K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Caboose Jonker, Travis K-3 Booklist (January 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 9)) Preschool-Grade 2. Our unnamed, ungendered hippo narrator explains that, as the line leader in this classroom of various animals, they can make everyone go fast, or slow, or even crash, and they revel in that power. They proudly demonstrate a number of ways to be first—“The barrel roll. The feral troll. The obstacle course”—while indifferent to their impact on others. When they are banished to the end of the line, they figure out new ways to move (“caboosin’ it up”), only to be left behind because they are once again too absorbed in their own actions. Reassigned to the middle, our hippo finally learns to move through the world in ways that include their classmates, and ultimately they find their happy place there. The illustrations add depth to the text, showing how the oblivious narrator’s actions affect others. Enthusiastic, active readers may recognize themselves in these pages, and the adults in their lives will smile at the hippo’s creativity while appreciating this good-natured opening for a conversation about personal space and empathy for others.Kirkus Reviews starred (November 15, 2024) A class of anthropomorphic animals is thrown into disarray. As this snazzily clad classroom menagerie is lining up, the book’s narrator—an energetic hippo—is at the front, leading the way as always. The other students become irritated at the hippo’s over-the-top hijinks (“I can make everyone go fast. I can make everyone go slow. I can suddenly stop and make everyone crash”), amusingly showcased across various double-page spreads, as well as at our hero’s smug sense of power. When the hippo’s attempts to get to the front go too far one day, the teacher banishes the protagonist to the titular back of the line. The hippo takes to the new place in line very quickly. While “caboosin’ it up,” the protagonist barely avoids a serious accident and is relegated to the middle of the line. Now a part of the group, the hippo eventually acclimates to the new spot and connects with the others, while still embracing a sense of mischief and whimsy. Jonker and Chan have created a chaotic yet hilarious story grounded in real childhood emotions. Jonker’s first-person text is full of repetition and short sentences, making this an ideal choice for a read-aloud. Chan’s action-filled signature ink and digital color illustrations further ramp up the zaniness. Many young readers (and their exasperated parents and teachers) will recognize the protagonist and relate to the emotional journey outlined here. Don’t bring up the rear! Be the first in line to read this laugh-out-loud story. (Picture book. 5-8)
Cat nap Lies, Brian K-3 School Library Journal Xpress starred (September 26, 2025) Gr 1-3-A mouse disappears into a poster advertising New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art. Will Kitten take up the chase? "Of course he will," writes Caldecott Honoree Lies, sending the pair pelting through art works from multiple eras and cultures. Rather than altering digital images of the originals for illustrations, though, the artist has taken on the far greater challenge of making his own reproductions by hand, in the same styles and even using many of the same materials. He succeeds brilliantly, as the merry scamper wreaks havoc in an ancient Egyptian wall scene sandwiched between lines of hieroglyphics; leads to encounters with a wise Japanese tortoise and a friendly-if scary-looking Pre-Columbian dog, as well as fanciful figures in the margins of an elaborately illuminated manuscript; goes through a Georgia O'Keeffe thunderstorm; and more. Better yet, along with thumbnails of the museum pieces for comparison, the artist closes with process notes coupled to workshop photos ranging from models in clay and in laminated wood to a gold leaf outline for a painted saint, and that Egyptian doorway being carved out of plaster with dental tools. The brisk pursuit ends back in the comfy living room where it began, and though the mouse escapes (sharp-eyed viewers might spot it in the next to last scene), there's a dinner bowl waiting. "Is Kitten happy? Yes! Of course he is." VERDICT Will picture book readers take up the message in this dazzling display of artistic versatility, that art is something they can make themselves as well as admire in books and on museum walls? Of course they will.-John Peters © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2025) An unusual game of cat-and-mouse takes place in this visually stunning and highly creative picture book. Kitten snoozes on the back of a couch until "something scritches, waking Kitten. A mouse? A MOUSE!" The mouse then climbs onto the frame of a print from the Metropolitan Museum of Art and into the picture. "Does Kitten follow? Of course he does." The chase continues through an ancient Egyptian carving, into a miniature French prayer book, and alongside a ceramic dog from Mexico. The mouse escapes, leaving Kitten alone. But the lure of dinner and a little help from his friends in the artworks lead him back home. In all, Kitten encounters nine pieces from the Met's collection, all of which originate in different countries and time periods. Lies's illustration style morphs to match whatever piece Kitten is in; e.g., Kitten is portrayed as a ceramic sculpture while interacting with the dog; in carved wood when encountering a mask created in Cote d'Ivoire; and in glass in a fifteenth-century German stained-glass panel. In his author's note, Lies discusses the original works of art and his fascinating process for re-creating them using a wide variety of styles and mixed media, including various paints and "colored glass, lead, gold leaf, ink, graphite and colored pencil, plaster, wood, goatskin parchment, twine, and clay." Marva Anne Hinton November/December 2025 p.52
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Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)

Charlotte's web Semirdzhyan, Anait K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

City of dragons. 3,Quest for the true dragon Yogis, Jaimal 3-6 Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2025) A girl and a dragon are on the run from dark forces in this third series entry. Grace, her three friends, and the young dragon, Nate, have obtained a dragon stone, one of four that can be used to wake the dragon kings. Lord Daijiang has collected the other three, and along with dangerous human accomplices and powerful dragons of smoke and shadow, he continues to twist magic and science to his own ends. Daijiang needs the stone—and Nate, whose blood will confer immortality. But Grace doesn’t plan to run; she wants to fight, and she searches for the sleeping dragon kings and a solution to their predicament. Daijiang is on the move, too, pursuing Grace and her friends out of Hong Kong and all the way to Japan. While the kids have just enough contact with adults to make the action believable, Grace and her friends remain independent and get into and out of all sorts of misadventures on their own. Through dealing with dark magic, dragons, and a first crush, the friends learn to handle challenging situations while relying on each other. As in earlier installments, the graphic novel features colorful, dynamic panels and a focus on friendship, even as Grace faces more mature problems and dangerous scenarios. Grace is Chinese and white, and her friends are a variety of ethnicities. Magical and technological thrills with a wholesome heart. (Graphic fantasy. 9-13)

Cupcake diaries, the graphic novel. #7,Emma all stirred up! Simon, Coco 3-6

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Cupcake diaries, the graphic novel. #8,Alexis cool as a cupcake Simon, Coco 3-6

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Darkstalker --a Graphic Novel Sutherland, Tui T 3-6 Kirkus Reviews (October 1, 2025) An origin tale for some legendary dragons from the Wings of Fire series. The IceWing dragon Prince Arctic opts to partner with a NightWing named Foeslayer instead of his mother’s preferred choice, setting a turbulent timeline in motion. Their child, Darkstalker, is born with the gift of prophecy and makes designs for power as early as the day he hatches. He grows up and becomes smitten by Clearsight, a NightWing who navigates multiple clashing visions of the future, including blocking Darkstalker’s villainous potential. Meanwhile, Prince Fathom of the SeaWings trains in the magical arts under his grandfather before an assassination upends the political order. A fair amount of blood is spilled in this tale of clashing kingdoms. The story has softer moments, too, as these dragons share love, trust, and friendship. Darkstalker and Fathom prove to be excellent foils for each other’s reckoning with their use of magic powers. Readers encounter a lot of information to absorb about the cast, who are rendered with the sort of texture and layered personalities they’ll have come to expect from this series. Parker’s illustrations highlight each dragon’s distinguishing details, down to adornment and inherited features, and Laiho’s bright, jewel-toned color palette adds to the cinematic feeling of the art. A brooding, passionate, violent examination of willpower and control with strong appeal for series fans. (map) (Graphic fantasy. 9-13)
Dasher and the polar bear Tavares, Matt K-3 School Library Journal starred (September 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 3-On a cold evening before Christmas, Dasher sets off for a nighttime flight. As she glides over the snow-covered land, she sees the beautiful northern lights blanketing the sky. The glowing colors remind her of Christmas, so she decides to land for a bit and enjoy the view. When she lands, Dasher encounters a large polar bear named George. He is amazed at her flying abilities and tells her how he always wished he could fly like her. Dasher does her best to teach him, and even though they try again and again, George still cannot fly. Dasher can't understand why Christmas magic works on her but not her friend. If she only knew what to do to help him. This wonderful story is more than just a holiday book-it teaches about the importance of friendship and helping others. Readers can sense the warmth between the two new friends. Artwork is simply amazing. The illustration of the white terrain will make readers feel the cold wind blowing around them. Large pictures help listeners to focus on the characters and their emotions. The characters are meticulously drawn, and George steals the show; he appears to be lifelike: his fur has texture that will make readers want to reach out and touch it, and his face is full of expression. His eyes light up as he watches Dasher glide across the night sky, and when he realizes the lessons are not working, one can almost feel the disappointment in his eyes. The ending wraps up the story in a perfect way. VERDICT A must for holiday collections. This book will charm young children.-Barbara Spiri © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2025) Reindeer Dasher is back for a third time (most recently Dasher Can't Wait for Christmas, rev. 11/23), here befriending a polar bear named George while enjoying the northern lights. Dasher tries unsuccessfully to teach George how to fly; on Christmas Eve, Christmas works its magic for George (and Dasher) when Santa helps George "know how it feels to fly." Tavares's splendid digital illustrations of snowy Arctic scenery and soaring sleigh rides complement his heartfelt holiday story of new friendship. Cynthia K. Ritter November/December 2025 p.16

Dawn of the dragons Mancusi, Mari 3-6

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Dream O'Connor, Barbara 3-6 School Library Journal (August 1, 2025) Gr 4-6-The strength of unexpected friendship and the hopefulness of a dream is explored in this middle grade novel. Eleven-year-old Idalee Lovett comes from a long line of musicians, and all she wants is to become a country music songwriter. When the local radio station hosts a songwriting contest, she begins to dream about what it might feel like to win; but as she presses forward, the fear of failure creeps in, leading her to make an out-of-character decision regarding the contest. As the award announcement date approaches, Idalee's anxiety increases, resulting in an admission to her mother of what she has done. Although this brings her some relief, she continues to agonize over the possible ramifications of her actions. When the contest results in an unexpected outcome, Idalee learns about the power of friendship and honesty. The ragtag group of characters are endearing, adding to the general warmth of the story. Idalee's anger at her situation is somewhat glossed over, making parts of the story feel a bit inauthentic; however, readers familiar with O'Connor's Wish will enjoy the appearance of some familiar faces. Main characters are cued white. VERDICT A tender story of the strength of friendship and the power of a dream, this page-turner captures the heart.-Misty Schattle © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) O'Connor takes readers back to Colby, North Carolina, in this standalone companion to Wish (rev. 11/16). Eleven-year-old Idalee Lovett, descended from a long line of musicians, stars here. An aspiring country songwriter, Idalee lives with her mother in their family home, now converted into a boardinghouse whose lodgers include several distinct and well-developed secondary characters. When Joey's All-American BBQ Shack announces a song-writing contest, with the winning song to be performed on the radio by a rising country singer, Idalee is all in. She figures her chances of winning would be better if she could purchase a guitar. Without the funds to do so, Idalee enlists Charlie and Howard (who will be familiar to readers of Wish) as well as temporary boarder Odell to find her grandfather's bounty, rumored to be hidden somewhere in her home. The treasure turns out to be a collection of never-published, and terrific, country songs, which fill Idalee with self-doubt about her own skills and present her with a moral dilemma: perhaps she could just enter one of these gems. But such a move would belie her song, "Dream," in which Idalee eschews gold and riches for life's everyday pleasures. In a leisurely narrative that reflects the small-town atmosphere of Colby, O'Connor gives readers much to ponder. Betty Carter September/October 2025 p.71

Eso no es gracioso, David! Shannon, David K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs
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Eva Saves the Day --A Branches Book Elliott, Rebecca K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Fireworks Burgess, Matthew K-3 School Library Journal Xpress starred (March 7, 2025) PreS-Gr 1-Imaginative and radiant, this title takes readers on a journey through a special hot summer day in the city, where the highlight is watching fireworks from the rooftop. Venturing out after breakfast, two children play in the water from a fire hydrant leak. There are several delightful stops afterward, including a walk to the bodega and through the park while gobbling up watermelon. The vocabulary evokes a strong sense of place with phrases like "steamy city sidewalks" and "in the thirsty afternoon." The text makes it easy for readers to imagine being part of the story themselves: "Fireworks shimmer over the city before fading into ghosts, and in the air, the sharp charcoal sniff of a thousand matches extinguished." Text and pictures work well together. For example, when it says, "as salsa music slips through wide-open windows, bouncing feet to the beat. Shooka-shooka Shooka-shooka Wa! Wa! Wa!" the illustration shows the children dancing. As they whoop it up, their arms fly up in the air. In the background, a fun design of pink, yellow, purple, green, and blue emphasizes that this is a high-energy, spontaneous celebration. Even after the fireworks are over, the children savor the beautiful experience of the day. VERDICT This joyful title will capture young readers and win the hearts of all ages. Highly recommended for public and school libraries.-Robin Sofge © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2025) Two young siblings, who serve as narrators, enjoy an eventful summer day that ends with an epic fireworks display. The story begins with them greeting the morning and eating their breakfast with chopsticks and a spoon, then heading outside into a festive urban landscape. They splash in water spraying from a fire hydrant, munch on slices of watermelon, and listen to live music in the park. Burgess packs his poetic text with zesty sound effects and onomatopoeia that make this a must for reading aloud. As darkness falls, the children climb a fire escape "up, up, up" to a roof, where they behold the amazing fireworks display. From start to finish, Chien's evocative, childlike mixed-media illustrations pop and soar, creating a series of memorable images. The day's hazy heat is visible; and the fireworks exploding over the skyline are almost audible -- a thrilling gatefold catches the display in all its splendor. After the last sizzles fade, Burgess brings the kids back home, where a caring elder lovingly prepares them for bed. As they dream about the pyrotechnics they've witnessed, Chien serves up a glorious expressionistic image of their silhouettes filled with dazzling flashes of color. An immersive celebration of summer and siblinghood. Brian E. Wilson July/August 2025 p.66
Fluffle bunnies. 1,Buns gone bad Humphrey, Anna K-3 School Library Journal (June 1, 2024) Gr 2-5-A park, a public bathroom, and a crabby moth greet readers. The moth offers to tell the tale of the Fluffle Bunnies's descent into badness. That road starts out sweetly with the birth of siblings Flop, Biggie, and Boingy, but Mama soon abandons her brood to pursue her jujitsu career. The naive threesome must now fend for themselves. Food, water, and shelter prove illusive, and a ferocious dog, mean, nest-stealing chipmunks, and girls using the public bathrooms drive the unknowing trio into a covered trash can. There they are captured by two raccoons who confuse Flop's leg for a lucky rabbit foot. The road to deception (and survival) is paved when the siblings promise to grant the gullible raccoons three wishes. Readers will laugh out loud as all the wishes are granted with hilarious outcomes while the bunnies outsmart the racoons. The moth then sets the stage for the next adventure/takeover! Black-and-white illustrations in a variety of panels are used to great effect with plenty of action and loads of funny dialogue. VERDICT Fans of "The Bad Guys'' series by Aaron Blabey will welcome these rascally rabbits in this new series that's ideal for any graphic novel collection.-Elisabeth LeBris © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (August 2024 (Online)) Grades 1-4. A fluffle of wild bunnies is born in the park. When they can fend and forage, Mama Fluffle leaves to pursue her dream of becoming a jujitsu expert. As Biggie, Boingy, and Flop begin to explore, they quickly realize that bark beasts (dogs) and sky snacks (bees) are scarier than expected. Worst of all, the chipmunks steal their nest, forcing them to take refuge in a public bathroom before lodging in a trashcan–where they face macho raccoons. Realizing they must rely on their wits, the bunnies work to outsmart their foes and reclaim the park as their home. The bunnies have adorable physical traits and expressive faces. A silly narrator (in the form of a moth) bookends this origin story, the first in a series. An early graphic novel for emerging readers, it has an entertaining plot. Kniivila’s grayscale artwork is appealing in its simplicity, varying between panels and splash pages to hold attention. While they’re not quite the evil masterminds that the book claims, they’re set up to wreak adorable chaos in future books.
Fluffle bunnies. 2,Big city buns Humphrey, Anna K-3 School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 2-5-This sequel to Fluffle Bunnies: Buns Gone Bad finds the adorable buns getting a tour of Buttonville from the city's rats. After meeting them at the ABC festival, the Buns agree to trade control of their beautiful park for control of the entire city of Buttonville. The only problem is that bunnies aren't quite cut out for the mean city streets and its stinky sewers. So, what's a bun to do? Keep scheming, of course. This graphic novel is hilarious with jokes for older and younger readers and illustrations that will keep kids poring over the pages for all the hidden humor and details. Hand to fans of "The Bad Guys" and "Dog Man" in search of their next obsession. VERDICT Recommended for all collections. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2025) Bunnies bent on conquering the world set their sights beyond their local park. The Fluffle Bunnies have bested a crew of raccoons and made a neighborhood playground their paradise, but they don’t want to stop there. When a carnival sets up across the street, the bunnies bounce over and buddy up with a rat pack who are busy munching fair food. Claiming to run the entire town, the entitled rodents offer a rejoinder to the bunnies’ softer way of life that intrigues them. The rats teach them about traveling by sewer, making city dwellers squirm, and scouring dumpsters for snacks. Unfortunately, the bunnies can’t keep up; they may not be able to hack urban life. When all seems lost, the cotton-tailed creatures dramatically deploy their true secret weapon—cuteness—and find a path to triumph. The action in this volume spreads out beyond the park’s narrow confines; this installment feels more loosely conceived than the first, but when the bunnies bring their gifts to bear in the final act, their far-flung antics reach a satisfying, dramatic conclusion. For fans of silly shenanigans and clever central characters, this bid for world domination will prove a familiar and enjoyable read. The human characters are diverse. Cute and lightly snarky, with jokes and jaunts galore. (Graphic fiction. 6-9)
Goosebumps, the graphic novel. Monster Blood Gonzalez, Maddi 3-6 Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2025) A dangerous substance livens up a family visit in this latest comics adaptation of one of Stine’s Goosebumps books. Evan’s less than thrilled to be spending the next few weeks with his formidable great-aunt Kathryn; she greets him with a bloody knife in hand (she was slicing beef, she tersely explains), and she ominously intones that they’ll have to do something about Evan’s dog, Trigger, when he clashes with her cat, Sarabeth. Evan quickly befriends a girl named Andy after she rescues him from the bullying Beymer twins. Enter a can of the titular substance, sold at an antiques store. The green slime seems harmless, but when it grows and begins coming to life, who will stop its rampage? And what secrets are Kathryn and Sarabeth hiding? The tale’s first half is deliberately paced; apart from some foreshadowing, the scares don’t really start until the monster blood begins threatening lives midway through the book. Gonzalez’s cartoon artwork balances pleasant scenes of Evan and Andy hanging out in their suburban neighborhood with forays into a dark, creepy basement and dramatic confrontations with supernatural beings. Exaggerated character reactions keep the energy level high. Though the story contains some spooky moments—like Evan’s body-horror nightmares in which he and Trigger transform into huge monsters—the scares are never overwhelming. Most characters present white; Andy is Black. Low-key chills, ideal for horror noobs and Goosebumps stalwarts alike. (Graphic horror. 8-12)
Grumpy monkey. 3,School stinks! Lang, Suzanne K-3 School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 3-5-Another series title offering a humorous learning experience combined with the frantic energy level of Grumpy Monkey. Jim Panzee is playing with his jungle friends when he is sprayed by a polecat. Everyone agrees: he stinks! Could this accident have been avoided? What about attending school where he, accompanied by readers, can learn jungle life lessons? Jim resists attending, but begrudgingly goes with his friends. The animals learn jungle survival skills, like identifying other animals through their sense of smell and recognizing tracks. As the students begin "physical tests," they put their senses to work. Jim is starting to learn that school can be both practical and fun. The creators know how to keep young readers engaged. There's great humor when Jim experiences something new, with his entire body going into a pouting, curled-up, sulking pose. Jim's actions and emotions are on full display through very energetic illustrations that reveal exactly what he's thinking. Pages dedicated to learning new animal terms and a snack-making activity are a bonus. Grumpy Monkey will win over readers with his antics and possibly introduce them to some new animal facts. VERDICT Grumpy Monkey retains his usual humor while slipping in a little new knowledge in this book that may become a favorite reread.-Jessica A. Bushore © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
Have yourself a cheesy little Christmas John, Jory K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (July 18, 2025) K-Gr 3-The Big Cheese returns for an over-the-top Christmas tale, detailing how and why their Christmas parties, presents, and decorations are the very best. But this year, disaster strikes. The washing machine starts making perturbing noises and then overflows. The Big Cheese watches as the laundry room floods, followed by the rest of the house. The water wreaks havoc on appliances and decorations, and the Big Cheese quickly realizes there will be no party hosting this year. They call a friend, Wedge Wedgeman, who offers to host. On the walk home from Wedge's successful low-key party, the Big Cheese reflects, like the Grinch, that perhaps Christmas doesn't come from a store. Perhaps it means a bit more, like spending time with friends. However, back-pedaling slightly, the Big Cheese declares that they can still host a big Christmas whenever they want: "Hey, it's not like my personality totally changed in a day." The story offers an opportunity for adults and young readers to discuss whether bigger is always better and what Christmas means to their family. There's also an opening to discuss how to turn off water to appliances to avoid flooding. The illustrations clearly depict the Big Cheese's over-the-top Christmas as akin to a Christmas store aisle explosion. For readers who like to do character voices, a lot of the Big Cheese's words are red in color for emphasis. VERDICT A Christmas must-purchase for this creator's many fans.-Sarah Sieg © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2025) In John and Oswald’s latest in their food-centric series, the Big Cheese throws fabulous Christmas celebrations each year—until a household catastrophe on party day requires a friend’s help. The Big Cheese hosts great shindigs and isn’t afraid to brag about them, from the splendid decor and scintillating party patter to the unmatched gifts and eye-popping surprises. One annual party eclipses the next…until this year. Mid-preparation, strange noises begin emanating from the Big Cheese’s washing machine, which floods the house, short-circuiting the electricity. What will become of the party now? Frantic, the protagonist calls Wedge Wedgeman, a modest, practical friend who’s happy to host instead. The gathering at Wedge’s is cozy, understated, and fun; friends converse, eating chili and sipping cocoa. A phonograph plays music, a fire crackles, and the evening ends with a group photo. Everyone leaves with a holiday card from Wedge (in contrast with the Big Cheese’s over-the-top gift bags). The Big Cheese and Wedge share a high-five, a hug, and ideas about co-hosting next year. Walking home, the Big Cheese realizes that Christmas is simply about sharing time, music, and food with friends. Naturally, though, the Big Cheese reserves rights to future extravaganzas: “Hey, it’s not like my personality changed in a day.” John captures his hero’s endearingly braggadocious voice, while Oswald delivers cheerful cartoons, comically telegraphing the Big Cheese’s gazillion emotional states. An appealing holiday confection from a sturdy brand. (holiday cards) (Picture book. 4-8)
Hello, I'm a pangolin Rocco, Hayley K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (October 4, 2024) K-Gr 2-First-person narratives from lovable endangered species encourage children to learn more. In each book, an animal introduces itself in a conversational way-the quokka's fun energetic speech is especially endearing-and shares facts about its species. To keep readers engaged, each animal poses questions to children, such as the sloth asking, "How often do you poop?" or "Can you swim?" Each narrative also explains the dangers the animals face and what people are doing to help them. The mostly full-page illustrations are lovely, especially the perspective from the ground looking up into the sunlit leaves surrounding the sloth. Some readers might wish there were more detailed or close-up drawings of features mentioned (e.g., the sloth's claws or the pangolin's scales), or concrete examples of how kids can help. There are no works cited aside from acknowledgements at the end when the author and illustrator mention people who helped them. End notes include additional information about the species and why they're endangered. VERDICT Warm presentations of vulnerable species will appeal to young animal lovers in these read alouds.-Elissa Cooper © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (August 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 22)) Grades K-2. Greetings are in order for the two precious featured creatures in the Meet the Wild Things series (2 new titles). The author/illustrator couple Hayley and John Rocco, ambassadors for a nonprofit focused on conservation and rewilding South Africa, each work on the Meet the Wild Things series features an animal that is in need of conservation efforts. Lovely pencil, watercolor, and digital illustrations follow a specific species throughout its day-to-day activities. The narration addresses the reader in second person regarding how the creatures eat, sleep, interact, and ultimately, survive. Hello, I’m a Pangolin features a Temminck’s pangolin, an endangered species that uses thick scales and a quick change rolling into a ball form to protect itself from predators. The pangolin is noted to be, oddly, most closely related to bears and cats, and to only give birth to one baby pangopup a year. Back matter features additional facts, notes on the endangerment of each species, and organizations working to save them. Each reads like a picture book, making a solid serial option for an informative, nature-inspired read aloud series in the classroom, library youth department, and beyond.
Hello, I'm a quokka Rocco, Hayley K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (October 4, 2024) K-Gr 2-First-person narratives from lovable endangered species encourage children to learn more. In each book, an animal introduces itself in a conversational way-the quokka's fun energetic speech is especially endearing-and shares facts about its species. To keep readers engaged, each animal poses questions to children, such as the sloth asking, "How often do you poop?" or "Can you swim?" Each narrative also explains the dangers the animals face and what people are doing to help them. The mostly full-page illustrations are lovely, especially the perspective from the ground looking up into the sunlit leaves surrounding the sloth. Some readers might wish there were more detailed or close-up drawings of features mentioned (e.g., the sloth's claws or the pangolin's scales), or concrete examples of how kids can help. There are no works cited aside from acknowledgements at the end when the author and illustrator mention people who helped them. End notes include additional information about the species and why they're endangered. VERDICT Warm presentations of vulnerable species will appeal to young animal lovers in these read alouds.-Elissa Cooper © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (June 1, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 19)) Preschool-Grade 3. What’s a quokka? A descriptive subtitle might have read, “The Most Adorable Little Animal You’ve Never Seen.” A quokka’s mouth naturally turns upward at the corners, creating what humans perceive as a smile. Most quokkas today live on Rottnest Island, off Australia’s west coast. Originally, they lived throughout the continent, but after Europeans introduced foxes, the quokkas were unable to survive there. Though considerably smaller than its nearest relatives, the kangaroo and the wallaby, the quokka hops about on its strong back legs and the females have a pouch in front, where their baby, called a joey, lives for its first six months. Quokkas are nocturnal, and they eat mainly plants. In recent years, increasingly strong wildfires have destroyed much of their habitat. Biologists are working to protect quokkas by removing non-native predators and observing the quokkas’ movements. This appealing volume is from the Roccos’ Meet the Wild Things series, which features other endearing and, sadly, endangered animals from around the world. A simply written, attractively illustrated, and informative introduction to a little-known but utterly charming animal.
Hello, I'm a sloth Rocco, Hayley K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (October 4, 2024) K-Gr 2-First-person narratives from lovable endangered species encourage children to learn more. In each book, an animal introduces itself in a conversational way-the quokka's fun energetic speech is especially endearing-and shares facts about its species. To keep readers engaged, each animal poses questions to children, such as the sloth asking, "How often do you poop?" or "Can you swim?" Each narrative also explains the dangers the animals face and what people are doing to help them. The mostly full-page illustrations are lovely, especially the perspective from the ground looking up into the sunlit leaves surrounding the sloth. Some readers might wish there were more detailed or close-up drawings of features mentioned (e.g., the sloth's claws or the pangolin's scales), or concrete examples of how kids can help. There are no works cited aside from acknowledgements at the end when the author and illustrator mention people who helped them. End notes include additional information about the species and why they're endangered. VERDICT Warm presentations of vulnerable species will appeal to young animal lovers in these read alouds.-Elissa Cooper © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (August 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 22)) Grades K-2. Greetings are in order for the two precious featured creatures in the Meet the Wild Things series (2 new titles). The author/illustrator couple Hayley and John Rocco, ambassadors for a nonprofit focused on conservation and rewilding South Africa, each work on the Meet the Wild Things series features an animal that is in need of conservation efforts. Lovely pencil, watercolor, and digital illustrations follow a specific species throughout its day-to-day activities. The narration addresses the reader in second person regarding how the creatures eat, sleep, interact, and ultimately, survive. Hello, I’m a Sloth features a narrating brown-throated, three-toed sloth that speaks on the sleepy, yet surprisingly helpful, nature of sloths. It mentions that algae and fungi in the fur of some sloths has been used to fight cancer, as well as defend the sloth from predators as a camouflage, and how humans are helping sloths in return through reforestation and building rope bridges between divided forests so that sloths can keep moving. Back matter features additional facts, notes on the endangerment of each species, and organizations working to save them. Each reads like a picture book, making a solid serial option for an informative, nature-inspired read aloud series in the classroom, library youth department, and beyond.

Hello, I'm a toucan Rocco, Hayley K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Hello, I'm an axolotl Rocco, Hayley K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

How to catch Bigfoot Walstead, Alice K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (May 16, 2025) Gr 1-3-For their zillionth outing, the diverse "How to Catch" gang hits the woods for a camping trip and efforts to snare a wary Bigfoot. In the hamfisted verse fans have grown to love, or at least tolerate, the cryptid assumes narrative duties: "Uh-oh, this cannot be good./ They all look pretty freaked out./ S'mores or not, it's time to run./ Of this I have no doubt." As the kids contrive an increasingly elaborate series of traps, all of which fail in turn, the furry forager-always, except once, seen only from behind in the illustrations or as flashes of shaggy hands or feet-fills a big basket with woodsy provender for his family: "Gee whiz, this stuff is getting HEAVY,/ wish I could just do takeout!" But what makes his own offspring caper in delight at the close is the cooler full of yummy snacks and desserts that the kids leave behind. VERDICT Doesn't exactly promote a paleo, or even nutritious, diet, but features enough silly bits to keep fans, at least, from examining the series premise too critically.-John Peters © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2025) The ever-expanding How To Catch series adds yet another target for young hunters. Move over, Santa, Easter Bunny, Tooth Fairy, and a couple of dozen others: Walstead and Elkerton have another mythical creature in their crosshairs. In this latest installment, a group of diverse campers attempt to capture a shaggy but lovable sasquatch. Bigfoot, whose face is rarely seen and who narrates in verse, emerges from a cozy, elaborate treehouse to investigate a nearby campfire and secure food for a youngster. The scent of s’mores proves a powerful draw, and soon Bigfoot is subjected to the various traps improvised by the kids. Although the campers look “freaked out,” it’s Bigfoot who must run. Snagging a small treat, our narrator (who’s “not SCARY… / just tall and hairy!”) avoids the other lures. Meanwhile, the forest animals accidentally interfere, and the kids struggle with some unworkable options, like a water-spraying robot (delivered to their campsite?). Finally, the campers, realizing that Bigfoot has a child, leave the “Bigfoot Family” a cooler full of food, and Bigfoot happily concludes, “Now my son has all the friends / he could ever really need” (though they never actually interact—still, it’s better than being prey!). Uneven rhythm makes the lines wobbly, though the rhymes generally work. Elkerton uses lots of bird’s-eye perspectives in his usual colorful cartoon style; the wacky hijinks will keep series devotees entertained. Familiar fare that fans are sure to eagerly snag. (Picture book. 4-7)
I am la chiva! : the colorful bus of the Andes Hernandez, Karol K-3 School Library Journal Xpress starred (March 15, 2024) PreS-Gr 2-If Little Blue Truck got more vibrant color and headed for South America, it might look and sound a bit like this charming debut picture book. The colorful bus bounds through the Andes, picking up farmers to take to the city square for the market. Each colorful spread is met with four lines of sweet rhymes. Kids will enjoy looking at all the details in the vibrant illustrations: from the cat and frog hiding among flowers in the lush mountains to the various foods people put in their baskets. Spanish words are mixed with English and easy to deduce from the context: "Marina brings onions, sweet corn, and bananos. She goes to the market to help her hermanos." Back matter includes an author's note about a childhood in Colombia and a glossary of the Spanish words used in the story.VERDICT A bright and welcoming addition to books about vehicles, with a huge bonus of centering contemporary Colombian culture.-Carrie Voliva © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews starred (June 1, 2024) Climb aboard for a trip you won’t forget! La Chiva, a bus that drives through the Andes, narrates this peppy tale. Painted with vibrant hues and patterns, this open-air bus rises early—“before Señor Sun”—and picks up farmers and their products, from Doña Ines and her arepas and huevos to Don Ernesto and his pig. La Chiva and the passengers sing as they roll past a verdant countryside. But soon La Chiva gets a flat tire and must pull over. Luckily, everyone works together to replace the tire with a spare—they are a community, after all. Once they reach the lively town square, the passengers disembark and sell their wares to grateful customers, while children play tag and hopscotch. Before the day is over, the group has a present for La Chiva (a replacement tire for the spare), but to La Chiva, the people themselves are the best gift. Alvarez Gómez makes superb use of color: the lush greens of the surrounding country, punctuated by pops of red, orange, and purple; rich earth tones for the buildings in the square; and, of course, La Chiva, a veritable rainbow. Interspersed with Spanish, the rhyming verse bounces along as energetically as the titular bus. In the backmatter, Hernández explains that La Chiva buses are common to rural Colombia and notes that the story is rooted in her own childhood memories. A delightful journey; readers will be eager for repeat trips. (author’s note, glossary) (Picture book. 2-5)
I survived the Dust Bowl, 1935 Tarshis, Lauren 3-6 School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) Gr 2-5-The best-selling "I Survived" series chronicles its 25th historical ordeal in this milestone publication. Ray and his best friend Dolly are tweens growing up in Windy Plains, Texas, during the Great Depression. Tarshis gently introduces readers to the poverty, food scarcity, disease, and extreme weather of the Dust Bowl while maintaining an overall positive tone and ending on a very hopeful note. Though Ray and Dolly's families are both negatively impacted by their circumstances, strong relationships with their families and community see them through. A harrowing opening scene featuring Black Sunday, one of the worst dust storms in history, sparks tension but then fizzles when it is resolved quickly and with little drama. Back matter includes information about the author's research process as well as additional facts about the time. Occasional photorealistic illustrations support the text. All characters are cued white. VERDICT An adequate but unexceptional addition to the series; recommended only for libraries where these books are in very high demand. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (October 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 3)) Grades 3-7. Eleven-year-old Ray is stuck outside and far from shelter when the historic Black Sunday dust storm hits the Texas panhandle on April 14, 1935. The dust storms over the past four years have gotten so bad that kids must wear smelly gas masks when storms occur. Worse, Ray is upset that Dolly, his best friend, is moving because her little brother Skippy almost died from dust pneumonia. The crops have died, and farmers like Ray’s family are struggling financially. When Ray realizes how in debt his parents are, he impulsively decides to jump a railroad car for California to find work so he can send money home, unaware of the impending dust storm. In this action-packed adventure based on real events, Tarshis vividly portrays the experience of a dust storm—the screaming wind and blinding, choking, swirling dirt that scours and tears your skin. Tarshis’ inclusion of Dust Bowl history and a description of life in the 1930s provides helpful context for readers. This exciting and fast-paced title in the I Survived series includes a concluding bibliography.
I'm very busy Jeffers, Oliver K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (August 8, 2025) K-Gr 2-Bridget does not want to spend her birthday alone, especially when it comes time to blow out her birthday candles. But as she visits five different friends to ask them what they are doing later that day, they all tell her they have plans. Jeffers's funny dialogue and artwork, rendered in soft tints of gouache paints and colored pencils, include reasons that may be familiar to readers, such as washing hair or meeting someone, but also the silly and unexpected, like digging a hole or crossing off items from a list. The invisible dog that makes a few appearances in the book will be appealing to readers. Artwork includes memorable characters who are shades of purple, pink, blue, and orange, as well as all the lovely things found at birthday parties, such as cake, presents, and cards. Although the birthday comes together in a hurried way, each friend brings an item to the party to celebrate. VERDICT This is a story that reassures readers we all forget things at times, but when people work together, the day can end on a positive note and be memorable.-Tanya Boudreau © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (July 1, 2025) The story of a birthday party that almost didn’t happen. Bridget invites her friends to celebrate with her, but everyone is busy. Hilariously adult phrases roll off the other kids’ tongues. Rodney has to “see a man about a dog,” Penelope is “up to her eyes,” and Regis is “washing his hair.” Young listeners might miss some of the text’s dry humor, but they’ll definitely get the visual jokes. Rodney’s dog is nonexistent (or perhaps invisible). Penelope is literally up to her eyes in a very large hole, and Regis is bald. Adults will appreciate the absurdity of the excuses (and may even squirm in recognition). Disappointed, Bridget heads home to celebrate with a motley crew of stuffed animals and other toys, most of whom appear as disconsolate as she is. Although her friends have, in fact, completely forgotten her birthday, all is not lost as they scramble to provide all the elements of a terrific party. Quirky illustrations, droll humor, and an amusing twist elevate this concisely told tale. Bridget and her friends each appear in a different, fantastical hue, including teal, pink, blue, lavender, green, and orange. Simply drawn faces convey a wealth of emotions. Sporting distinctive articles of clothing, each character sprouts exaggeratedly skinny arms and legs. Backgrounds are minimal, with a few key details standing out against the abundant white space. Cleverly avoiding the predictable, this jaunty tale nonetheless offers a happy ending and celebrates the joys of friendship. (Picture book. 4-7)
Interrupting chicken saves the Nutcracker Stein, David Ezra K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (August 29, 2025) K-Gr 3-Chicken is so excited! She and Papa are going to the ballet to see The Nutcracker. She grabs her tutu and ballet slippers and is ready to go. Papa is a bit worried that she will interrupt the show, but Chicken promises to behave. Everyone takes their seats, the lights go down, and the narrator begins the story. The cast is having a good time at the Christmas party in the show, but the most exciting moment is when a special guest makes a grand appearance. It's a little red chicken from the third row, wearing a tutu and ballet shoes. This isn't the only time Chicken is unable to resist being a part of the program, and eventually, Chicken and Papa are asked to leave the theater. Chicken feels bad, and she and Papa realize they need to get back in the theater to help save the show. But how? There's never a dull moment with the Interrupting Chicken around. She isn't mean when she places herself in the program-she's very excited and wants to be a part of the fun. Although it frustrates Papa, he understands she's a clever little girl, and even makes her father part of the grand plan to save the ballet in the end. Chicken and Papa are painted with bold watercolors, while background characters are slightly muted. Because they stand out, eyes are immediately drawn to them. VERDICT Children who love other stories in the series, as well as those who are new to Interrupting Chicken, will enjoy this book.-Barbara Spiri © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2025) In her fourth series entry, the "little red chicken" goes to see The Nutcracker with Papa. Despite his attempts to dissuade her, she can't keep herself from interrupting the performance by repeatedly bursting onstage. Stein offers readers a taste of the ballet's story in between Chicken's interjections -- some humorous (showing off her tutu), some with the best of intentions (saving the nutcracker from a bully) -- which eventually get them kicked out of the theater. Luckily, her knack for storytelling saves the show, with her crayon-drawn version of The Nutcracker adding extra playfulness to Stein's bold and vibrant mixed-media illustrations. Cynthia K. Ritter November/December 2025 p.16
Island storm Floca, Brian K-3 Horn Book Magazine (July/August, 2025) Caldecott winner Floca and Hans Christian Andersen Award winner Smith team up to create a magnificent, timeless tale of two young children on an adventure close to home. An intense storm is approaching. "Now take my hand / and we'll go see / the sea before the storm," begins Floca's rhythmic and expressive text. The children bundle up and head to the cove, where they witness the waves smashing and exploding on the shore and ask themselves, "Is this enough, or do we try for more?" The intrepid explorers continue, in what becomes the text's refrain: "You pull on me, I pull on you, and we decide to go on." They walk through town, "eerie and empty." A "BOOM" and pelting rain send them running through cold, dark woods for home. "Home! / Home to relief, and to love." The storm passes during the night, and the next day dawns. "Now the day is bright and blue, / and the view across the water is long. / And you and I go on." Floca's writing is pure poetry; Smith's expressionistic watercolor and gouache illustrations are utterly gorgeous; and themes of adventure and home, sibling closeness, and the majesty of nature are expertly conveyed. Picture-book making at its best. Dean Schneider July/August 2025 p.69Booklist starred (June 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 19)) Preschool-Grade 3. A boy and his little sister venture out into their island town to “see / the sea before the storm”—but before the text even begins, illustrator Smith, wizard that he is, has already conjured the story's stirring emotions through an interior title page heavy with a longing sense of nostalgia and a dedication page filled by darkening gray-blue skies, tilted trees, a fluttering laundry line, and a woman chasing down some garments blown free. As the storm approaches, the siblings watch growing waves crash into the shore; they pass boarded-up homes and various landmarks of their eerily empty town. Between each section of the homey island tour, they pause to consider retreat—but press forward with the refrain “You pull on me, I pull on you, and we decide to go on.” When thunder booms, though, they run. The blotted watercolor and gouache art takes on a diagonal blur as rain torrents muddle every spread, until they finally reach the safety of home and their mother's arms. Floca's poetic text carries all the quiet suspense and crashing weight of an approaching gale, colored by enough loving detail of setting that it finds something powerfully universal in the specific. An oddly moving ode to childhood, home, and sibling bonds, set to the awesome bass line of nature.
It's taco knight! Maynor, Megan K-3 School Library Journal (August 1, 2025) K-Gr 3-This funny picture book uses a well-known medieval backdrop. Sandwich Knight, Soup Knight, and Pizza Knight are joined by a newcomer, Taco. On his first day, people are excited to eat tacos, so much so that the Taco Knight serves tacos every day until he gets booed. Young readers and parents will enjoy food-related puns and the bright, colorful illustrations. The fancy lettering and "once upon a time" beginning help set the stage for a book full of over-the-top facial expressions and cartoonish knights with food. The illustrations help the pace of the story until the Taco Knight gets negative attention. The moral of the story falls a bit flat, but the vibrant illustrations will keep readers involved to the end, where a new knight foreshadows a future where the same mistakes will be made again. VERDICT With humor and whimsy, this book is a good read, but may not stand out as particularly exceptional compared to other food-related books.-Veronika Parrone © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (August 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 22)) Grades K-2. Once upon a time, in a faraway kingdom, the Knights of Dinner took charge of meals until the overly enthusiastic Taco Knight burst on the scene. When the villagers rave about tacos, Taco Knight ignores the dinner schedule—sorry, Chicken Knight and Sushi Knight—and begins making dinner every evening. But soon, tacos prove to be too much of a good thing. Late Night Snack Knight comes to the rescue and talks to Taco Knight about the beauty of variety, leading Taco Knight to make amends with the other knights. Readers will chuckle over wordplay, such as Sandwich Knight yelling, “This is baloney!” and Soup Knight, whose anger “boiled over.” Dialogue appears in both speech bubbles and in the main text, where bold lettering draws the eye, an especially useful touch for caregivers reading out loud. The colorful, cartoon illustrations reflect the story’s charm and humor, and the characters’ expressive faces will tickle youngsters. Maynor and Lourenço successfully serve up a palatable lesson on food variety in a fun and imaginative way.



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)

Jack and the beanstink Grabenstein, Chris 3-6

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Jungle Cruise Pearson, Ridley K-3 School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 2-5-Siblings get drawn into a magical mystery at Walt Disney World in this exciting new series from Ridley Pearson. Fifth grader Gemma and seventh grader Torin have just moved from Miami to Orlando with their mom, who has taken a new job at Disney. When things start to go awry on some of the rides in the Magic Kingdom, Gemma realizes that a mysterious book she brought with her from Miami contains a magical map of Disney that seems to directly affect the corresponding areas at the parks. In the first book, Pirates of the Caribbean is thrown into disarray when the animatronic characters are moved around, while the second book focuses on the Jungle Cruise ride. Disney fanatics will love the chance to read these mysteries set in their favorite place. VERDICT Recommended for most collections where starter adventure series circulate well. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Knight Owl's little Christmas Denise, Christopher K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

La ira de Tlaloc Valenti, Karla 3-6

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Little Red and the big bad editor Rector, Rebecca Kraft K-3 Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2022) Each time Mr. Wolf seems about to devour Little Red on her way to Granny’s house, he is thwarted both by Red’s cleverness and by the poorly written letter she is bringing to thank her grandmother for her new cape. In this funny riff on a much-parodied folktale, beginning writers and the read-aloud crowd are exposed to new words and lots of similes as they simultaneously learn the rudiments of proper letter writing. Whenever hungry Mr. Wolf surprises Red on her journey—which takes her through both the woods and the city—he’s distracted by the letter and leans over to further improve it; after he’s done editing, she cleverly shoves into his mouth a delectable baked good from her food bucket, then races away. The cartoonish but aesthetically appealing art and the layout perfectly complement—and add to—the text’s humor; at one juncture, Red escapes the wolf by stealing his skateboard. By the time Granny is reached, the lessons have moved from finger-spacing to headings. Usually, the wolf explains each change, which then shows up in the art; oddly, periods at the ends of sentences appear without comment. Red has tan, freckled skin and orange hair; Granny’s skin is several shades darker. Mr. Wolf has the proverbial big, pointy teeth, softened by his skinny body and the pencil behind his ear. All will enjoy the wickedly funny denouement: Mr. Wolf’s thank-you letter. (This book was reviewed digitally.) Deliciously satisfying. (Picture book. 4-8)
Little Red Riding Hood and the dragon Compestine, Ying Chang K-3 Booklist (November 1, 2022 (Vol. 119, No. 5)) Preschool-Grade 2. Compestine resets “Little Red Riding Hood” in China, giving it a dragon instead of a wolf and a protagonist capable of rescuing herself. When Little Red’s nǎinai falls ill, the girl heads out in her favorite red kung-fu cape carrying a basket of healing soup and rice cakes. On her walk, Little Red meets a clever dragon, who tricks her into gathering ginseng while he goes and gobbles up poor Nǎinai. Little Red soon joins Nǎinai in the dragon’s stomach, and this is where the story really gets good: Little Red finds other objects the dragon has swallowed (a Chinese yo-yo, silk ribbons, drums, and more) and uses her smarts and kung fu to escape from the dragon’s belly. Ang uses red and gold throughout her illustrations, which wonderfully evoke the setting near China’s Great Wall. The human characters are sweetly depicted, and the serpentine dragon never feels too menacing. In the author’s note, Compestine explains the connections between the classic tale and her Chinese background, including a pictorial guide to the objects in the dragon’s stomach.Kirkus Reviews (October 1, 2022) A Chinese Little Red Riding Hood meets a dragon in the woods. A gentle, bespectacled gray wolf would like to set the record straight about the old folktale “about a girl in a red cape.” The real story, the wolf recounts, is about a girl who lived in China in the shadow of the Great Wall. Accompanied by cartoon animation-style art, the tale mimics the Western version of the story, with Chinese cultural details incorporated throughout (for instance, bringing Nǎinai herbal soup and a rice cake) and a big bad dragon as her adversary. Nǎinai gets gobbled up, and Dragon jumps into bed wearing her nightgown and cap. “What large hands you have!” Little Red exclaims. “All the better to hold you with,” Dragon replies. And so on. However, once Little Red has also been gobbled up and no woodsman comes to the rescue, she takes matters into her own hands. Inside Dragon’s stomach, after reuniting with Nǎinai, Little Red finds various items with which to antagonize him, such as a Chinese yo-yo that bounces around and silk ribbons that tickle Dragon’s insides. In a delightful illustration showing the cross section of the creature’s long stomach, Little Red even deploys her kung fu moves. Finally, she splashes the pungent herbal soup about to make the dragon retch, and out comes everything in his stomach. Page compositions and backgrounds may be run-of-the-mill, but the colorful characters, including Dragon, are adorably expressive. (This book was reviewed digitally.) A fun addition to the fractured fairy-tale bookshelf. (author’s note, more information on the items in the dragon’s belly) (Picture book. 4-8)

Magic tree house. 8,Midnight on the moon Laird, Jenny K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Magical map Pearson, Ridley K-3 School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 2-5-Siblings get drawn into a magical mystery at Walt Disney World in this exciting new series from Ridley Pearson. Fifth grader Gemma and seventh grader Torin have just moved from Miami to Orlando with their mom, who has taken a new job at Disney. When things start to go awry on some of the rides in the Magic Kingdom, Gemma realizes that a mysterious book she brought with her from Miami contains a magical map of Disney that seems to directly affect the corresponding areas at the parks. In the first book, Pirates of the Caribbean is thrown into disarray when the animatronic characters are moved around, while the second book focuses on the Jungle Cruise ride. Disney fanatics will love the chance to read these mysteries set in their favorite place. VERDICT Recommended for most collections where starter adventure series circulate well. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
Me llamo la chiva! : el colorido bus de los Andes Hernandez, Karol K-3 Booklist (August 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 22)) Preschool-Grade 2. This beautifully designed and illustrated story is narrated by a bus that traverses the Colombian Andes region. La Chiva cheerfully transports farmers and vendors from villages and towns so they can sell their wares, such as prepared foods or farm-grown fruits and vegetables. The personification of the bus adds the perfect touch of fun and whimsy, coupled with the Mary Blair–like paintings lovingly created by Gómez. The story goes on in rhyme to describe the scenic drive as the bus picks up villagers going to market, and even a small setback on the way, until they reach their destination. La Chiva describes the market, how the villagers and other people work together, and the beauty of the sunset as they drive back home. This picture book is a great read-along and even contains a short glossary in the back, in case readers are not familiar with some of the terms for foods or other regional words. This book has been translated into Spanish and adapted in rhyme, making it a delight in both languages, seeing as all the book’s creators are Colombian.
Millie of the manor Evans, Karina 3-6 School Library Journal (September 1, 2025) Gr 3-6-Amy loves all things mysterious and can rarely be found without a Sherlock Holmes book to keep her company. After all, books are just easier than people, especially with Amy's social anxiety. Amy wants to avoid social interaction as much as possible, but that becomes hard when classmate Reagan invites Amy to her murder mystery-themed birthday party. Amy works up the courage to attend, determined to just blend into the background. However, Amy only invited a few kids, and everyone needs to participate for the group to solve the crime. Over the course of the story, Amy steps into her role as Millie, a scientist with a secret that might just lead to the murderer of the dead mansion owner. The murder mystery plot follows typical twists and turns, with settings and tropes familiar to readers even vaguely familiar with the genre. Each time the kids enter the story, the background of the panels changes to the mansion setting of the murder. The opposite is true when the game is interrupted-if Mom halts the investigation with pizza bites, the setting switches back to Reagan's house. Visual clues aid the emotional storytelling; for example, the panel backgrounds turn gray whenever Amy's anxiety pulls her away from what is happening around her. Fun artwork and character development will remind readers of Kayla Miller's "Click" series and Raina Telgemeier's Smile and Sisters. Amy and Reagan are white, the other party goers are depicted with a variety of skin tones and hair textures. VERDICT A comforting, fun, low-stakes middle grade mystery that gains depth in the thoughtful portrayal of Amy's anxiety.-Annamarie Carlson © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (October 1, 2025 (Online)) Grades 3-7. Amy is an introverted mystery-novel connoisseur who freezes up anytime she’s in the limelight. After running out of class during a presentation, she is unsure whether to trust that an invitation to her classmate Reagan's murder-mystery birthday party isn’t some kind of setup. But after lots of encouragement from her therapist and parents, Amy eventually is cajoled into attending. Will everything turn out horribly, just like Amy’s expecting? Or will she be able to lose herself in her character and join in on the festivities? Full of nerves and heart, Evans and Bell's bright, inviting comic successfully encapsulates the complexities of being an anxious tween. Full-color spreads transition to shades of grey every time Amy enters a self-doubt cycle filled with negative self-talk, but the heavy emotions are balanced by bright, bubbly characters. A great fit for fans of Terri Libenson's Just Jamie (2019) and Lee Durfey-Lavoie and Veronica Agarwal's Just Roll with It (2021), this will also serve as an excellent resource for discussing social-emotional learning.
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Moldylocks and the three bears Grabenstein, Chris 3-6

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

Monty and the mushrooms Petty, Dev K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (May 2, 2025) K-Gr 2-A hilarious book full of fungi and one grouchy but endearing marmot. A forest full of mushrooms is the scene set in digitally rendered illustrations that have a sophisticated sense of humor, similar to Peter Brown's comic noir stylings for Creepy Carrots. The jovial mushrooms are delighted to take readers on a tour of their world and explain how wonderful they are. Not all the woodland creatures share this adoration; readers are told that mushrooms are loud, exuberant, and simply don't know when to stop. When they overwhelm Monty the marmot as they settle in right above his burrow, things take a ridiculous turn and the hilarity that ensues leaves readers with a rousing ending featuring banana slugs and justice. VERDICT A wacky tale that encourages readers to reflect on self-awareness and tolerance of others. Highly recommended for a fun discussion starter on living and learning in a community.-John Scott © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2025) A boisterous bunch of fungi drive a peaceful marmot from his underground home. “As everyone knows, mushrooms are LOUD.” Mushrooms “gossip all day and argue all night.” They tell jokes and long stories and “sing long, loud songs about how great it is to be a mushroom.” And when some mushroom spores blow over to Monty the marmot’s home, they annoy the heck out of him. Delightful details in the illustrations show Monty’s dedication to a quiet lifestyle: When readers first meet him, he’s curled up with a blanket, reading The Art of Putting Boats in Things, and later he works on a model boat. The friendly, oblivious mushrooms test his patience by putting on a raucous puppet show under the light of a full moon. Monty tries to talk to them (“Nature is all about communication”), but they’re unable to provide even 10 seconds of respite. So Monty decides to move out…and in a laugh-out-loud twist ending, some new creatures move in. The layout includes full-bleed page spreads as well as comiclike panels, and one inventive 90-degree page turn. The noisy mushrooms are varied in appearance, with cartoonishly large grins; Monty’s mounting frustration is evidenced by expressive eyebrows and motion lines. The rhyming song that the mushrooms sing is an especially funny touch, and readers will cheer as the fungi get their comeuppance at last. Certain to deliver giggles aplenty. (Picture book. 4-8)
Mouse & his dog Applegate, Katherine 3-6 Kirkus Reviews (October 1, 2024) An intrepid mouse tries to help his canine friends find forever homes. This second visit to the Dogtown animal shelter brings back some familiar furry faces while introducing a new narrative perspective—that of one of the mice residing in the building’s rafters. Mouse enjoys lounging in the basement with the “unadoptable” pups, among them Buster, a “bounceback,” who has been adopted several times but then been returned following a litany of tragicomic mishaps. There’s also Smokey, the robot dog, who (due to an error at the factory) randomly emits a tremendous, misery-inducing smoke alarm sound. Saanvi and Owen, kids from Dogtown’s Reading Buddies program, also find their way to the basement, where they spend time with these exiled animals. Growing mutual affection between the dogs and children leads Mouse to devise an ambitious plan to help the dogs get to the apartment building where Saanvi and Owen live, in pursuit of a happy ending for all involved. The authors thoughtfully portray the growing relationships, and moments of breakneck action culminate in a conclusion that pulls together a dizzying array of moving pieces. Mouse at times feels more like a literary device than an integral member of the Dogtown universe, an element further emphasized by the frequent references to mouse-focused children’s classics. Final art not seen. A relatable, entertaining second entry in a charming series. (Fiction. 8-12)
Officer Clawsome. 1,Lobster cop Smith, Brian 3-6 School Library Journal Xpress (March 17, 2023) Gr 2-6-Officer Clawsome the Lobster Cop and his sidekick Stariana the Starfish are on the case in Caper Cove as they are joined by a cast of ocean characters in their hunt for Catburglarfish. The duo works for Captain Badmood, who has his best cops chasing villains such as the sinister, slippery Electric Eel. Clawsome and Stariana use their special fish powers to defeat foes while they uncover a mystery and try to return peace to the Cove. The ending leaves open the possibility for a strong series. Characters (goldfish, pufferfish) and settings ("Donut" shop, casino) stand out thanks to a mix of realistic representations of aquatic life, humorous puns, and subtle jokes. The vivid digital illustrations are filled with underwater bubbles and classic superhero onomatopoeia sound effects-bam, wham, screech, chomp-that create a fun sense of adventure. In addition, the exaggerated facial expressions of the ocean characters humanize their interactions and reactions. The palette of reds, greens, yellows, and blues builds an inviting world where kids will want to spend time and follow more adventures of the awesome twosome. VERDICT A must-have addition to any collection that circulates graphic novels. Great for fans of Aaron Blabey's "The Bad Guys" and SpongeBob SquarePants.-Danielle Schwessinger © Copyright 2023. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist starred (February 1, 2023 (Vol. 119, No. 11)) Grades 3-6. In the underwater metropolis of Caper Cove, if you break the law, you get the claw. Top-notch lobster cop Officer Clawsome and his starfish sidekick, Stariana, keep the peace on the streets (even if every time they capture Catburglarfish, it ends with an accidental fireworks-factory explosion). But when Electric Eel escapes from prison, mafia bigwigs Masked Mussel and Chowderhead are in talks at Clam Casino (a den for the criminal elite), and the town’s beloved kelpcake factory vanishes into thin air, Officer Clawsome can’t help but feel they’re all connected—and he’s just the crustacean for the job. This story is a delight from start to finish, and every character—from the crab police chief, Captain Badmood, to a key-witness goldfish with a 10-second memory—is highly original and deliciously funny. There are well-planted nods to 007 and mafia films, a wonderful twist ending, a 25-page WWE fight sequence, and enough full-spread KABOOM scenes to detonate a country. And the humorous story is supported admirably by its colorful cartoon artwork, which uses digital illustrations with innovative angles, terrific shading and depth, and all the mood and swagger of a Bond film with the color palette of a SpongeBob episode.

Percy Jackson and the Olympians the Sea of Monsters the Graphic NovelRiordan, Rick 3-6
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Pete the Cat's cool new ride Dean, Kim K-3 School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 3-Pete gets himself a slick blue car with orange pinstripes and hotrod flame decals. As he drives throughout town, all his friends need a ride. More friends hop in the car with each turn of the page until there are 10 animals crammed inside. Pete realizes his car may be cool, but it's not big enough. He trades it in for a big yellow bus that looks like it's on the way to Woodstock 1969. Text is simple and concise. Pete's hippie slang and the car's friendly beeps are emphasized with large yellow typeface. Pete counts his friends as they get in the car, and the numbers are clearly defined in red. Endpapers feature a groovy road grid with a variety of cars and trucks on their commutes. Backgrounds mostly use a bright primary color palette. Pete stops at all the stop signs. VERDICT A strong addition to a beloved series. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
Pocket Bear Applegate, Katherine 3-6 School Library Journal Xpress starred (September 19, 2025) Gr 4-6-Readers will fall in love with their childhood teddy bear all over again in Applegate's new heartwarming novel. Feline Zephyrina (also known as Corporal Z) is a kleptocat; sole supplier for the Second Chances Home for the Tossed and Treasured. In this home for forgotten stuffed animals, there is one leader-a handmade miniature soldier bear named Pocket. Pocket is a devoted sergeant who spent time in WWI; he is always caring for the toys in his charge and his beloved human family Dasha and Elizaveta, refugees from Ukraine. When Corporal Z finds an old stuffed bear in the trash behind an Italian restaurant, she knows exactly where to take him for his second chance. As Pocket and his family care for their new recruit, a wartime secret begs to burst to the surface. Who is this bear? And can he help the family of Second Chances just as much as they've helped him? Applegate's latest strikes at the heart, addressing the vitality of empathy, the long-lasting effects of war, and the power of found family. Readers follow the plot through Zephyrina's perspective and journey from a tough street cat to a loving pet. One can either let their past harden them or let it soften them to the world around them, and the characters of Applegate's book strive for empathy and softness. VERDICT This tender story about empathy, war, and family is a must-buy for libraries with readers who already love Applegate's dynamic repertoire.-Ashton Conley © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2025) Narrator Zephyrina, a crafty cat (she prefers "tiger trapped in a kitty costume"), goes out at night looking for abandoned toys to deliver to the Second Chances Home for the Tossed and Treasured, operated by a girl named Dasha. Zephyrina sees herself as the "Robin Hood of felines" and brings her findings to her best friend, Pocket Bear, who provides order and emotional support to the newly rescued toys, which come to life at midnight. One evening Zephyrina finds a bear in a trash can, but Berwon is no ordinary toy. His background makes him a target of an unscrupulous toy dealer, and it takes every ounce of Zephyrina's cunning to keep him safe. Although the story's setting is contemporary, the characters' manner of speaking and the featured toys' connections to the past also give this novel a historical feel. Middle-grade veteran Applegate (most recently The One and Only Family, rev. 7/24) effortlessly weaves a believable animal fantasy while providing a fair amount of information about war: Pocket Bear was created to comfort an American soldier on the battlefield in WWI, while Berwon belonged to a soldier from Germany; Dasha's dad died in the war in Ukraine, and her leg "was badly injured when a bomb hit her house." An author's note explains the novel's origins and more about the toys that inspired Pocket Bear and Berwon. Marva Anne Hinton November/December 2025 p.60
Pop! goes the nursery rhyme Bird, Betsy K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (February 28, 2025) PreS-Gr 1-In this spoof on popular nursery rhymes, Bird collects eight classics, including "Jack & Jill," "Patty-cake," and "Mary Had a Little Lamb," but unconventionally ends each with "POP! Goes the weasel." Much to the chagrin of an omnipresent goose, a weasel suddenly interrupts each rhyme, wreaking havoc on all concerned. Tsurumi illustrates each verse in a unique and often contemporary setting with different animals appearing as the main characters. For example, Mary, a sheep, is followed by her little lamb on a tandem bicycle and roller blades, while Little Miss Muffet is a buff mouse on a yoga ball tuffet in a gym. After each "popped!" rhyme, the increasingly exasperated goose responds with consternation via speech bubble, apparently to the weasel, but the two never interact. Tsurumi's vibrant, cartoon-style illustrations are a perfect match for this zany offering. An author's note at the end provides a bit of history on nursery rhymes in general, and "Pop! Goes the Weasel" in particular. VERDICT Readers familiar with traditional Mother Goose rhymes and those drawn to the absurd will most appreciate this additional purchase.-Lynn Van Auken © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2025) Mother Goose ditties are upended by a frenetic weasel. The digital compositions accompanying each verse unfold on a double spread. Mary (an adult sheep) and her ever-present lamb ride a bicycle in tandem; Jack and Jill—a fox and a coatimundi—race up a hill of sand castles. Every final line (“The lamb was sure to…” “And Jill went…”) is completed—and transformed—after a page turn, as the antagonist bursts onto the scene with a “POP! GOES THE WEASEL.” A secretary bird (perhaps a nod to the author’s last name) appears on the title page; much like other protagonists of recent interrupting stories, this character can tolerate only so many intrusions. The bird comments on and corrects the wily behavior. After the weasel pops into the gym, where a buff, rodent Miss Muffet drops her dumbbells and bowl, the bird asserts: “GAK! Curdled curds everywhere! Wasted whey! Why, why, why?” Tsurumi employs a pastel palette and cartoon conventions—motion lines, flying objects in diagonal formations, and constantly changing facial expressions—for comic effect. The final scenario (“One, Two, Buckle My Shoe”) stretches out for several quiet pages, deftly building suspense toward the anticipated outcome. While the physical comedy will make for an intensely funny read-aloud, the book will be best appreciated by children who have absorbed the original rhymes and are in on the changes. Catnip for adults who like to perform their picture books to giggles and guffaws. (author’s note) (Picture book. 3-6)

Pug the Unicorn --a Branches Book May, Kyla K-3
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Resist : a story of D-Day Gratz, Alan 3-6 Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025) Knowing that her mother has been seized by the Nazis and will likely be shot at dawn, young Samira Zidane sets out on a seemingly hopeless rescue. In this slim side story featuring characters from 2019’s Allies (and first published as a free extra), suspense runs high as the 12-year-old French Algerian girl races through the night in June 1944 to reach Bayeaux, France, where captured members of the Resistance are being held before their scheduled executions. Even if she arrives in time, what can she do? Repeatedly rising to the occasion as she slips past Nazi soldiers, guides an Allied unit on a mission behind enemy lines, and finally arrives just in time to see her mother and other captives being led into the forest to dig their own graves, Samira proves herself to be as resourceful as her indomitable mother. Readers will find her courage all the more admirable as Gratz makes the danger of being a civilian caught between occupiers and invaders on that fateful night (or any other time) breathlessly palpable. The author depicts a diverse cast; along the way Samira meets characters identified as both Black and white. Tense, nonstop adventure in a historic setting. (Historical fiction. 10-12)
School dance Sax, Sarah 3-6 School Library Journal (July 1, 2025) Gr 5-8-The third book in Sax's series tells Milo's story. Milo can't dance, and after showing up to a beach-themed bar mitzvah in a jacket and tie, he becomes convinced that the curse causing him to ruin social gatherings has struck again. Determined to avoid dancing at all costs, Milo keeps a low profile, until the Snowball Soiree is announced at school. Suddenly, dancing becomes inescapable as Milo's friends and family encourage him to let loose and embrace the joy of cutting a rug. While the dancing debacle drives the main story, another plot unfolds as Milo's abuela moves in with his family and starts bending the rules about driving her beloved vintage car alone. It's all semantics with Abuela, and Milo gets caught up in the fibbing, adding more pressure to his already stressed-out psyche. Sax captures the middle school experience with sharp accuracy, from Vivi's intense crush to Al's passionate indignation about climate change, both of which contribute to an authentically chaotic and relatable environment. The book wonderfully portrays Milo's loving family, who occasionally use Spanish words; they are shown with brown skin while Milo's group of friends is also diverse. They all seem likely to appear in future series installments. The illustrations are bright, colorful, and sure to appeal to middle grade graphic novel fans. VERDICT This story of finding the courage to overcome stage fright is a solid addition to any middle school graphic novel collection, especially where the series is already popular.-Kim Gardner © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) In this third installment of the graphic novel series (Picture Day, rev. 9/23; Tryouts, rev. 7/24), wallflower Milo Castillo steps into the spotlight. Unlike the rest of his family and his dear abuela Dalia (who has recently moved in with them), Milo hates dancing; he believes he is cursed after a series of dancerelated disasters. To help Milo prepare for his school's winter formal, Dalia takes him to a weekly Tejano social dance night, where he begins to relax and enjoy himself. But even though Dalia isn't allowed to drive her beloved convertible without Milo's parents present, she takes her car to the dance nights and asks Milo not to tell. A frightening accident reveals the stressful secret and forces Milo to assert himself and confront the discomfort of being stuck between his parents and his grandmother. The story blends a heartfelt, realistic look at intergenerational bonds and middle-school life with some slapstick humor, as Milo's best friends, Viv (who is managing a crush) and Al (who yearns for snow through a dry winter), offer comic relief and genuine support. The graphic-novel format is effectively utilized, with bold, energetic line work; rich, jewel-toned colors; and well-paced visual spreads. Broader themes of identity development and self-trust are ever-present without being too heavy-handed. By the time the school's Snowball Soiree arrives, Milo's confidence has grown, and he is ready to move proudly to his own beat. Elisa Gall September/October 2025 p.75
Stompie the zombie Cuyler, Margery K-3 School Library Journal (June 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 2-Stompie is so excited for his family's 500-year reunion. He's so busy getting everything ready, including going to the "gross-ery store" for "finger food," that he breaks his shinbone when he's racing on his bike and goes over a bump. How will he get ready for the reunion now? Itchy Witchy to the rescue-not only does she take Stompie on her broom to "Urgent Scare," she gets all of his family to come visit him after his operation. Who needs a fancy graveyard for a party when you have your family? This book is full of spooky puns: Stompie rides in a "squeal-chair" to his family's "shin-dig" where the ghosts "boo-gie-woogie." Little ones will find the wordplay funny and the art engaging. The illustrations are just as busy as the text: filled with lots of greens and purples, along with tons of Halloween touches, there's plenty to look at. VERDICT A fun purchase well-suited to reading aloud.-Kerri Williams © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2025) Who’s up for a family re-BOO-nion? Stompie the zombie hasn’t enjoyed a visit from his relatives in half a millennium (and “he’s been DYING to see them!”), so he’s organized a get-together in his graveyard home. He’s got lots to do, such as going to the “GROSS-ERY STORE” for “re-flesh-ments,” including “finger food,” “tomb-atoes,” and ribs. Rushing home, Stompie tumbles from his cycle—a casket on wheels—and breaks his shinbone in two. Fortunately, his pal Itchy Witchy whisks him to Urgent Scare on her broom. Dr. Fang diagnoses a “MARROW escape” and schedules surgery; Stompie must remain overnight. “Over my dead body!” he screams. A battle of wills ensues, but the doctor prevails. Stompie’s depressed; he was looking forward to the games and food. Will he have to cancel the reunion? No! While he’s in surgery, Itchy Witchy leads the guests to the hospital, where they decorate Stompie’s room. When he returns (in his “SQUEAL-CHAIR”), he’s thrilled by his relatives’ warm greetings. The reunion proceeds after all, with music and much more merriment besides. This comical, pun-filled winner about family togetherness and friendship will arouse chuckles, though some phrases may elude kids. All examples of witty wordplay appear in boldfaced capital letters throughout. The colorful digital illustrations burst with energy; green, wide-eyed Stompie and his spooky confederates are endearing, not scary. A riotous, captivating charmer; fun at Halloween or anytime. (Picture book. 5-8)
Sugar shack Knisley, Lucy 3-6 School Library Journal (June 1, 2025) Gr 3-7-In the third installment of the "Peapod Farm" series, Jen is beginning to feel more at home in the country. She's learned to live with her difficult stepfather, Walter, and has grown close to her stepsisters, Andy and Reese. When the three are together, it feels like having real sisters-until Jen calls Reese her sister, and Andy corrects her: "She's MY sister, really." The moment leaves Jen questioning where she truly belongs. As the girls navigate the ups and downs of blended family life, they're also busy carving out their own paths. Andy prepares for her bat mitzvah, Jen joins 4-H and makes new friends, and Reese finds joy in cooking. This warm, character-driven story captures the complexities of growing up, including figuring out friendships, going to dances, and finding one's place in the world. Jen continues to clash with Walter, who among other things wishes she dressed more like a "typical girl," but she finds comfort in comics and drawing, even as the future feels uncertain. The artwork is bright and expressive, matching the tone of the previous books. Jen and her family are white. VERDICT An earnest, relatable addition to the series that is perfect for middle grade readers.-Amy Ribakove © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) This third installment of the graphic-novel series (starting with Stepping Stones, rev. 5/20) finds Jen, a budding cartoonist and sensitive "tomboy," adjusting to wintertime farm life with her newly blended family: her mother, her mother's partner, and his daughters Andy and Reese, who live with them on weekends. Jen views Andy and Reese as sisters, but she struggles with the ambiguity of how her new family members perceive their relationship. The bulk of the emotionally resonant narrative reflects Jen's everyday experiences (Saturdays at 4-H, farm chores, learning to make maple syrup, etc.), emphasizing themes of growth, change, friendship, and creativity. The family bonds as they blend their Christian and Jewish faith traditions with respect and cheer, and Jen is touched when she is thanked as a "sister" at Andy's bat mitzvah. Through it all, Jen is always drawing. Doodle-filled pages from a spiral-bound notebook connect chapters, and a clever moment of meta cartooning at the climax affords readers a glimpse at what Jen's future might hold. Soft illustrations in calming hues capture the cozy wintry setting with impeccable attention to detail. Back matter includes frequently asked questions about the author's childhood (the inspiration for the series), a recipe for maple snow candy, and encouragement for cartoonists-to-be. Elisa Gall September/October 2025 p.68
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The Baby-sitters Club. 18,Jessi Ramsey, pet-sitter Crenshaw, Ellen T 3-6
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The bakery dragon and the fairy cake Kurtz, Devin Elle K-3 School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 3-In a second story about Ember the dragon, he's still a natural baker and is very generous with sharing his creations. Then he is called on to make a new sort of cake, and Ember is flummoxed. It seems that Princess Turnip needs a birthday cake but Ember has never made one. Princess Turnip gives vague instructions; round and yellow, sweet and flat, layered with candles and flowers on top. Still, Ember can't get it right. Finally, Princess Turnip helps Ember find a recipe and the party is a great success. This, like the first book about Ember, wants to be more than a book about baking. There's a minor lesson on friendship and another about accepting help from others, as well as learning from the mistakes one's made. The illustrations are highly detailed and most have a golden hue enhancing the fairy-tale feeling. VERDICT Readers will enjoy this easygoing but slight story about perseverance and friendship.-Melisa Bailey © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2025) Ember the dragon is tasked with preparing a special dessert under a tight deadline. Ember has been enjoying his job working with light-skinned human Beatrice in her bakery. Ember’s a natural, whipping up sumptuous golden loaves. One day, Beatrice leaves Ember in charge while she makes deliveries. A demand comes in from the tiny vegetable fairy Princess Turnip: to whip up a cake for the fairy queen’s birthday. Ember’s never heard of “‘birthday cake’ bread,” but he does his best. His concoctions displease Princess Turnip, but with some encouragement from the princess—and a recipe from the library—Ember makes a lovely, golden, two-tiered cake with rosettes and candles. After delivering his creation to the delighted fairy queen, Ember returns to the bakery feeling newly inspired, filling the store with cakes and showing Beatrice and the customers a new offering. Like our protagonist’s first outing, The Bakery Dragon (2024), this one features captivating artwork. The bakery is awash in golden tones, evoking the magic of a fairy tale. With big, expressive eyes, red-winged Ember is as adorable as ever. The newly introduced princess appears to be a sentient vegetable—her dress and hair are leafy greens, while her arms and legs are formed from the root. The message to try new things, even if you fail at first, is a meaningful one, clear enough without verging on heavy-handedness. Sumptuous illustrations help this sweet lesson in perseverance go down easy. (Picture book. 4-8)
The boy who cried underpants! Grabenstein, Chris 3-6 Booklist (October 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 3)) Grades 2-4. Imaginations get a good, giggle-inducing workout after a librarian tells a somewhat sanitized version of the familiar Aesop fable, prompting plush skunk Stinky to weigh in with a rousing and considerably embroidered version involving stenches galore, an epidemic of split trousers, and much shouting of “underpants!” and “stinky underpants!” Along the way, the authors slip in wordplay, bits of insight into the art of storytelling, and artfully indirect instruction for young readers in stretching their own imaginations. A riotous version of the national anthem is a particular highlight: “God bless my underwear, / my only pair. / Stand beside them / and guide them, / as they sit in a heap by the chair . . .” Patrick illustrates this crowd-pleaser with frequent line drawings, often in sequential panels, featuring figures of all ages with many grown-ups hilariously sporting elegant tops over tighty-whities or polka-dot shorts. Stuffy gatekeepers may turn up their noses, but it would be hard to top this outing for child appeal; after all, as Stinky rightly observes: “Children see the world at butt level.”
The cafe at the edge of the woods Please, Mikey K-3 Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2024) A determined chef and an enterprising waiter serve a finicky patron. Rene, a young tan-skinned woman, washes windows and “save[s] up every bean” to realize her dream of opening her own eatery, the titular cafe. The only applicant for the waiter position is Glumfoot, a short, squat, pointy-eared, green-skinned fellow. Morning after morning the cafe remains discouragingly empty until Glumfoot brings in a customer: a huge, green, lumpy-headed ogre. Unimpressed by Rene’s menu, the ogre requests some icky, off-menu items: pickled bats, slugs, and battered mice. When Rene bravely suggests a cheddar tart, the ogre counters, “A bag of bats! That smells like fart!” Rene nearly gives up, but Glumfoot, realizing that the ogre’s aversion to different foods is rooted in his desire for the familiar, deploys a clever solution that results in rave reviews from the ogre. The jaunty rhythm and rhymes of the text are lighthearted, while the warm, cartoonlike illustrations are droll and highly expressive, reflecting the author/illustrator’s background as an animator. Rene’s clothing, kitchen, and the cafe's interior have a pleasantly retro feel, and the story concludes with an abundant variety of fairy-tale creatures who come to dine at last. A delightful and silly treat for gourmets, gourmands, and picky eaters alike. (Picture book. 3-7)Publishers Weekly (August 5, 2024) This appealingly loathsome picture book by Please (Robin Robin) opens as its hero, determined, red-headed human Rene, builds a café at the edge of a dark forest, "beam by beam," then hires Glumfoot, a small green being with pointy ears, to wait tables. Please’s sepia-tinged, theatrically lit spreads give the pages a graphic novel feel, creating ample atmosphere for the café and sympathy for its proprietor when no customers appear. Nursery-rhyme meter adds levity: "Perhaps this plot/ is the worst spot?... My hopes and dreams will turn to rot," Rene groans. Then Glumfoot goes out walking and brings back a green ogre whose "knuckles dragged upon the floor." Tension mounts as the ogre requests dishes that Rene feels are too disgusting to consider ("Bats! And slugs and battered mice!"). In a cinema-ready moment, the cook storms off into the kitchen, and the waiter performs a quiet feat of cultural translation, saving the day, and the café. A startling visual mix of elegantly plated restaurant food and friendly horror-extra points for the way Glumfoot makes each dish acceptably revolting-show how collaboration and compassion can yield surprising results. Ages 4-8. (Oct.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
The cave downwind of the cafe Please, Mikey K-3 Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2025) With this prequel to The Café at the Edge of the Woods (2024), Please provides an entertaining backstory for Glumfoot, the clever, green, pointy-eared front-of-house staff member at Rene’s restaurant. As it happens, Glumfoot’s green-skinned father is also a chef of sorts, happily stirring up “booger broth” each morning. Their cave is filled with vines and things bulbous, squishy, and strange. And cookbooks. Glumfoot reads one intently, dreaming of “something sweeter.” When Rene opens her business nearby, Glumfoot breathes in the aroma, apparently transported. But a nearby ogre is also intrigued (“I heard humans taste good”), and Glumfoot realizes he must convince the ogre otherwise. “Humans taste like fungus toes! And nasty things up the nose,” he tries. The ruse backfires, only whetting the ogre’s appetite. With some quick thinking, Glumfoot eventually persuades the ogre that humans taste horrid and then redirects the hungry creature and its family to “a little cave where Father makes an oozing, booger broth.” Rene happens to open the door to her establishment just as Glumfoot arrives to raid the bins; she hires him on the spot. Burnt orange and snot-green predominate in Please’s palette, and the antic, animated quality of his linework in these edge-to-edge illustrations informs a cheerful, enchanted landscape of cave and forest. With luck, this brave, creative foodie’s adventures are just beginning. (Picture book. 3-8)
The Christmas Sweater Brett, Jan K-3 Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2025) A child and a dog make their way home, thanks to a Christmas sweater. When Theo’s Yiayia (Greek for Grandmother) gives the youngster’s pug, Ari, a gaudy red sweater bejeweled with jingle bells and other sparkly accoutrements, the pooch “sniff[s] it once and step[s] away.” Theo, however, is delighted with Yiayia’s gift of snowshoes, and the child takes the sweater-clad pup on a hike to Echo Lake. Along the way, and unbeknownst to Theo, Ari’s Christmas sweater gets snagged on a branch and begins to unravel, dropping bells and other decorations into the snow, the red thread extending out behind them. Brett’s signature decorative frames provide visual foreshadowing and emphasis for key points in the narrative as it unspools, with woodland creatures such as curious magpies making appearances. When Theo gets lost, there’s something of a Hansel and Gretel resolution in the works as the child finds the way home to Yiayia not by a trail of stones or breadcrumbs, but by following the red thread and the fallen bells and baubles. Brett’s legions of fans will delight in this new Christmastime story, with plenty to pore over in the detailed, wintry illustrations. Theo and Yiayia are pale-skinned and of Greek heritage; readers with a grounding in Greek mythology will note parallels between Brett’s tale and the legend of Theseus escaping the Minotaur’s labyrinth with the aid of a ball of thread given to him by the princess Ariadne. A merry choice for Christmastime. (Picture book. 4-8)Publishers Weekly (July 28, 2025) A pup’s unloved Christmas gift saves the day in Brett’s homespun tale. After the child narrator’s pug, Ari, expresses disinterest in the elaborately bedazzled dog-size garment the child’s Yiayia knits for her, the youth overcompensates, exclaiming, "I’ll snowshoe to Echo Lake right now, and Ari can come, too, staying cozy in her new Christmas sweater." But while the pair’s outing starts off with a cheery vibe, the pale-skinned protagonist grows concerned upon discovering the sweater has been lost amid the heavy snowfall that’s also dangerously "obliterating our tracks." Fortunately, Ari comes to the rescue with the discovery of a snow-buried gold angel that remains attached to the sweater’s unraveled strands, which lead the two safely home. Winding red yarn frames the creator’s signature-style realistic paintings, while side vignettes draw attention to activity happening on the margins of scenes, particularly zeroing in on some magpies who play a key role in creating a closing bit of Christmas magic. Background characters are portrayed with various skin tones. Ages 4-8. (Nov.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
The digger and the Christmas tree Kuefler, Joseph K-3 School Library Journal Xpress (July 18, 2025) PreS-Gr 3-In this wonderful addition to the "Digger" series, Digger and crew are back for a holiday adventure. They spend Christmas Eve decorating the town before searching for a tree. But when they find the perfect tree for Santa to leave presents under, there is a problem: Hauler's bucket is empty of decorations! The crew is sad as they contemplate a treeless Christmas and no place for Santa to leave presents. Forest friends chip in ideas, and the tree is soon decorated with a pinecone garland, berry and leaf sprigs, and a star-shaped topper made from twigs. While Santa is mentioned several times, and his sleigh and reindeer are pictured, presents are never illustrated beneath the tree. This adds to the friendship and cooperation theme of the book; upon reflection, the group agrees that while they hope Santa brings lots of gifts, friends (new and old) are the best gift of all. Adorable illustrations depict a decorated, festive, and snowy Christmas, complementing the crew's primary color scheme. Back matter includes easy nature craft ideas and STEAM activities. VERDICT Great for a story time and nature craft combo, as well as a cute Christmas addition to library collections.-Sarah Sieg © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (July 1, 2025) In this latest in Kuefler’s popular Digger series, the titular vehicle observes the Yuletide season. On this snowy Christmas Eve, Digger and the rest of the construction crew are putting up lights and hanging wreaths. They’re pleased that the town resembles a “Christmas village.” Digger rounds up the trucks for their last chore, their favorite—decorating the town’s tall Christmas tree. But Hauler’s all out of decorations! The trucks glumly conclude that with no tree, Santa won’t come—and there will be no gifts. Digger’s at a loss, but a passing chipmunk proposes that they use pine cones, so off the vehicles go to find some. Other animals make more suggestions, like berries and twigs (which make a wonderful star topper). As the gang cheers, Digger gushes: “The critters saved Christmas.” (A 90-degree page turn here will delight kids, and they’ll agree.) As everyone admires the beautifully trimmed tree, Digger adds a rousing message about Christmas’ true meaning: “Friends are the best gift of all.” Everyone heartily concurs, celebrates, and waits for you-know-who to come along. This holiday winner about friendship and cooperation is also notable for encouraging the use of natural objects as colorful, eye-catching holiday decorations. The perky illustrations add much to the story’s sparkling spirit. A cheery charmer for truck aficionados and anyone who loves Christmas. (craft suggestion) (Picture book. 3-6)
The fairy tale fixers. Case file #1,Cinderella Underwood, Deborah 3-6 Booklist (August 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 22)) Grades 1-5. What happens when fairy-tale characters need a little help? Well, that’s a job for the fairy tale fixer, a pint-sized, trench-coat-wearing fairy mouse resembling a classic private eye. In this series opener, the fairy tale fixer must help Cinderella’s dream come true, but her dream isn’t what you may think. Rather than marry the loudmouthed prince in her story, Cinderella dreams of being an independent woman and of opening up her very own diner to serve pancakes. The fairy tale fixer is joined by a fellow mouse as they meddle in Cinderella’s story and learn that the best way to solve a problem is to listen to what someone actually wants. Elementary-schoolers who love twists on classic fairy tales are the ideal audience for this cheeky series, and they will appreciate the wry humor in both the text and artwork—Lacera’s speech balloons are particularly comic. Underwood’s refreshing take on Cinderella emphasizes being empowered to make your own choices, and that’s a worthwhile update to a classic tale.Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2025) Cinderella’s story, artfully retold and starring a pair of mice. Cinderella toils for her demanding family day and night. Her stepsiblings shriek incessantly; even the household animals are losing sleep. So the house mouse enlists the Fairy Tale Fixer, a rodent detective in a trench coat who’s a bit clueless but always up for a challenge. The best way to end the noise is to get Cinderella out of the house, so the Fixer (donning fairy wings, a tiara, and a dress, the better to fit in) and the significantly smarter house mouse devise a plan to get her to the prince’s ball. Prince Edward turns out to be an incessant chatterbox, so the crew must improvise to extricate Cinderella from an unpleasant situation and help her achieve her real dreams. Cinderella’s freshly reimagined adventure departs skillfully from its source material. A running joke about the Fixer’s yearning for pancakes, various visual gags (including three characters standing on one another’s shoulders and disguising themselves with a long coat), the Fixer’s snarky internal monologue, and dramatic overreactions keep the energy buzzing throughout this graphic novel. Sketchy, playfully colored illustrations enhance the excitement. Cinderella and her family are brown-skinned; Prince Edward is tan-skinned and blond. A funny, energetic riff on a familiar tale. (Graphic fantasy. 6-10)

The first cat in space and the baby pirate's revenge Barnett, Mac 3-6
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The house next door Oh, Ellen 3-6 School Library Journal Xpress (September 19, 2025) Gr 3-6-Twelve-year old Rory Parker can't believe a family dared to move into the creepy house next door-did they not know about its tragic history of mysterious deaths and injuries? The house has been sitting vacant for five years, ever since his former neighbor fell down the stairs and broke his leg. Rory is concerned yet pleased to meet his new neighbors and he makes an immediate connection with the son who is his age, Jack. He has to let Jack know about the dangers of his new home, and the malevolent spirits that seem set on attacking children. Very quickly, the two boys become great friends and they realize they must watch out for Jack's younger sister, Mira. She's only five years old, and the angry spirits in Jack's house seem to have a hunger for young children. Thanks to Jack and Rory's friendship and quick thinking, they are able to outsmart the evil in Jack's house and protect Mira. We Need Diverse Books cofounder Oh has created an unsettling haunted-house story for tweens with an element of mystery that will be perfect for fans of R. L. Stine. Rory and his family are Japanese American; Jack and his family are Korean American. VERDICT An appealing, shivery romp where two boys exhibit bravery and ingenuity to save a little girl. Recommended for newcomers to the horror genre.-Julie Shatterly © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2025) It's summer in Bethesda, Maryland, when a Korean American family moves into the long-abandoned house next door. Twelve-year-old Rory Parker knows that lurking behind the doors of the newly renovated home are frightful ghosts and hordes of yellow-eyed, rat-sized monsters creeping around in the dark. Vowing to protect his new neighbors from impending danger, Rory turns to his Japanese grandfather, who advises him on how to use salt, iron, and holy water to ward off yokai: "demons, monsters, supernatural creatures." As Rory befriends new resident Jack, who believes there's a scientific answer to everything, and his lively younger sister, Mira, they uncover the truth about the ghosts, learn more about the monsters living beneath the house, and work together to defeat the sinister beings preying on small children for their teeth and bones. Inspired by Oh's formative experience of watching the horror movie Don't Be Afraid of the Dark as a child (as an opening note explains), the novel explores themes of friendship, family, trust, and teamwork, with Japanese and Korean cultural elements woven throughout. Suspenseful passages lead to satisfying but not-too-scary monster reveals. With lovable characters uniting to overcome a common enemy, Oh delivers an engaging haunted house story with a heartfelt conclusion. Kristine Techavanich November/December 2025 p.75

The last kids on Earth and the destructor's lair Brallier, Max 3-6
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The last resort Kelly, Erin Entrada 5-8 Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) In this supernatural murder mystery, the versatile Kelly (2025 Newbery medalist for The First State of Being, rev. 5/24) skillfully balances otherworldly horrors with more realistic middle-school angst. Eleven-year-old Lila Clement panics when she learns that she has to go to Ohio for two weeks for her estranged grandfather's funeral. She's never met the man; "What difference did it make if she were there or not?" Her two best friends have become distant and critical, and she's desperate to stay in Phoenix to try to work things out. Nevertheless, she finds herself beginning summer break with her parents and younger brother at her grandfather's creepy Victorian inn, having to learn about her own family member from Teddy, a kid next door who was close to "Grandpa Clem." Lila's personal problems are quickly overshadowed, however, when Grandpa Clem's ghost appears to her and informs her that he was murdered and needs her help to open a portal to the afterlife. Lila, her brother, and Teddy join forces to figure out what happened to Grandpa Clem and end up involved with the victims of a 156-year-old tragedy. Lila is a sympathetic, fully realized protagonist whose insecurities ring true. Spine-tingling scenes featuring revenge-seeking ghosts and evil forces that feed on fear are as vivid as depictions of Lila's sense of loss at not getting to know her grandparents. Three haunting black-and-white ghost portraits are interspersed, with QR codes for interactive elements. Kitty Flynn September/October 2025 p.67Booklist (July 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 21)) Grades 3-6. Lila’s summer plans did not include traveling to Ohio with her parents to sort out her estranged, recently deceased Grandpa Clem’s estate. Nor did they feature a sudden ability to see ghosts, but such is life. Lila’s penchant for being overdramatic has put her friendship with her besties on the rocks, but her new commitment to playing things cool is put to the test when she encounters the forlorn ghost of her grandfather at the old inn he owned—and he reveals that he was murdered. Newbery Award winner Kelly kicks off this interactive new series, with Jasmine Warga on deck to write the sequel. QR codes bring ghosts Lila meets to life, but this is a fun enhancement of the story only; readers without access to smartphones or tablets will not be deprived of any narrative content. Unsurprisingly, Kelly’s writing holds its own, and readers craving a light ghost story will happily tag along with Lila as she dives into Castle Hill’s paranormal history and finds new friends who accept her for who she is.HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: A serious publisher push is behind this new series, whose ghostly gimmick and powerhouse writers will attract many a reader.
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The Last Resort 2 Warga, Jasmine 3-6
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The library of unruly treasures Birdsall, Jeanne 3-6 School Library Journal starred (July 1, 2025) Gr 4-6-Two wonderful surprises await 11-year-old Gwen when her neglectful, divorced parents ship her off to Massachusetts to stay with never-before-seen Great-Uncle Matthew for two weeks: one, it will be her first experience of living in a stable home with a loving adult devoted to her happiness. The second is the existence of the Lahdukan, small-winged creatures with blue hair, who only children can see and live in the local public library. Their ancient prophecies name Gwen as their next Qalba, a leader destined to find them a new home in Boston's Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum and reunite two long-separated Lahdukan clans. Cautiously, Gwen accepts the challenge, and her magical hero's quest begins. Birdsall's writing, stellar as always, captivates with rich vocabulary, memorable characters, and sly humor as it weaves a convincing web between Gwen's real and enchanted worlds. The fantastical spell continues through the back matter that includes a pronunciation guide for Lahdukan terms but not their rituals as, "it would be dangerous for a regular person to say them correctly." An author's note uses the novel's characters to convey facts about the Gardner Museum, its history, and an infamous 1990 robbery. Phelan's illustrations add delicate charm and depict Gwen and Uncle Matthew as white. VERDICT Birdsall is so adept at magical realism that after finishing this book, readers will likely keep an eye out for fairylike creatures the next time they visit a museum or library. An essential purchase for all middle grade collections.-Marybeth Kozikowski © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) Eleven-year-old Gwen MacKinnon -- neglected, unwanted, shuttled between self-centered parents -- has been sent to stay with her great uncle Matthew near Boston. There she discovers that the town's library is named for an ancestor. "Nothing in Gwen's life had suggested there could be a building named after a MacKinnon -- they weren't that kind of family." Even more surprising, Gwen learns from the preschooler who lives upstairs that the library is home to a large clan of Lahdukan, eight-inch-tall, winged creatures who emigrated from Scotland with the original MacKinnon and have since thrived under the care of generations of MacKinnon girls initiated to be their Qalbas, or caretakers. Gwen learns that the library building is set to be remodeled, and so the Lahdukan will lose their home. With the help of a former Qalba, Matthew's grown daughter Nora, Gwen moves the MacKinnon Lahdukan to the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, where they join up with another clan. Gwen's role in this grand plan requires both diplomacy and physical bravery, but the rewards are great. With the help of her understanding uncle, an exemplary children's librarian, and the Lahdukan themselves, Gwen learns that she is worthy of love and respect. Birdsall's endearing fantasy features loving and lovable new friends both human and Lahdukan, with Phelan's winsome black-and-white illustrations interspersed. Maeve Visser Knoth September/October 2025 p.59
The Midwatch Institute for wayward girls Rossell, Judith 3-6 Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) Oppressed orphans, a boarding school, a 1920s setting, a determined heroine, and an exuberant mystery plot -- we think we've seen it all before, but this entertaining romp has some surprises in store. The orphan school, far from being grim, is a utopian institution specializing in delicious food and a jolly and useful curriculum including safe-cracking, knot-tying, automotive repair, and the use of explosives. The whole enterprise is a secret front for training junior crime-fighters and spies, and the plot involves such disparate exploits as solving a mystery of stolen jewels, rescuing a kidnapped librarian, and capturing a monster. The text is jokey, dotted with inventive names and German translation exercises worthy of Edward Gorey ("there is a small fire inside your accordion"). The stunning realistic pencil illustrations play it mostly straight, though with the addition of steampunk-esque airships. Beautifully composed and precise, they celebrate light, shadow, and texture and provide a scaffolding of gravitas to the whole enterprise, while encouraging the reader to slow down and savor a vignette of a friendly pet rat or a double-page spread of a grand cityscape shining with rain. This Australian import is a pleasure on many fronts. Sarah Ellis September/October 2025 p.73Booklist starred (May 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 17)) Grades 3-7. Maggie Fishbone knows her prospects are grim when she gets chucked out of the orphanage for pushing a boy into the harbor (he deserved it) and deposited at the Midwatch Institute for Orphans, Runaways, and Wayward Girls. Imagine her surprise when the Institute’s strict, drudgery-forward reputation is nothing but a front for giving its girls an unconventional education, with such classes as fencing, maps, motorcars, observing, contriving, hiding, dancing, and climbing. As one of the f irst-years aptly says, “Ready to solve mysteries and do good deeds and fight bad guys . . . Didn’t she tell you? This what we do. We help keep the city safe. Girls, we’re absolutely the snake’s pajamas.” The lingo and presence of airships—not to mention lessons in the Charleston—loosely suggest a 1920s setting, but the Institute’s imaginative details are what steal the show. Secret entrances, hidden rooms, a rooftop ropes course, disguises, a multi-tool made to look like a doll—it’s a spy fan’s dream. Maggie enters the Institute with two other girls, Nell and Sophie, none of whom can quite wrap their mind around their change in circumstance, but they quickly come around when the first-years are given a possible kidnapping to investigate. As they gain skills and confidence, they also find belonging and madcap adventure. Jeepers, it’s a thrill!
The Picasso curse Gutman, Dan 3-6 School Library Journal (September 1, 2025) Gr 4-7-An entertaining roller-coaster ride that combines Gutman's trademark humor and love of history. Who hasn't dreamed of making a fortune from a flea market find? When Edwin, almost 13, discovers an original Picasso drawing hidden behind a Kobe Bryant poster he buys for $10 at a flea market, it threatens to ruin his life. Edwin's engaging tale is briefly interrupted by an unnamed narrator that explains how the so-called doodle originated almost 100 years before it ended up in the flea market. After an auction house offers to sell the authenticated painting, everything begins to go wrong for Edwin, and he's convinced he's cursed. A tornado blows away the lockbox where the painting is stored. He's interviewed by a local TV reporter about the painting and is relentlessly hounded by the press as a result. The flea-market dealer who sold him the poster offers $10,000 to buy it back. Edwin's phone may be tapped, his house is broken into, and someone threatens to burn it down. When the auction house reneges on the deal, Edwin is so fed up he decides to burn the painting, until his Picasso-loving art-computer teacher has a brilliant but bonkers idea instead. Gutman's story will keep readers guessing, as Edwin grapples with tough decisions and the pitfalls of sudden wealth. VERDICT Readers will eagerly join Edwin in this twisty, action-packed story that throws in a dollop of financial literacy and art history for good measure.-Sharon Rawlins © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (September 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 1)) Grades 3-6. Gutman’s fun-filled latest mixes exciting facts and entertaining fictions in the story of young Edwin, who unwittingly purchases an original drawing by Picasso at a flea market. Once the drawing is authenticated, Edwin’s family learns it could make millions at auction and videos promoting this good fortune quickly go viral, triggering the titular curse. The family now finds itself on the receiving end of threats, unwanted attention, and break-ins, to say nothing of the tornado that tears through town. Gutman intercuts Edwin’s narrative with chapters that follow the theft of the Mona Lisa, for which Pablo Picasso was factually arrested along with an account of a fictional work of art quickly doodled by the suspect while interrogated by police. Tying all threads together with panache—even the afterword is a joy to read—Gutman delivers the goods. Middle-grade readers interested in art history or real-life heists will enjoy this fast-moving book, perfect for fans of Deron R. Hicks’ The Van Gogh Deception (2017) and Nicholas Day’s The Mona Lisa Vanishes (2023).
The pigeon won't count to 10! Willems, Mo K-3 School Library Journal starred (October 1, 2025) Toddler-Gr 1-Every young child will fall in love with the pigeon's version of events. Like a child who refuses to go to bed and falls asleep in place, this pigeon has so many excuses, enumerated one at a time up to 10. The crushing admission is that the pigeon hates counting to 10 because number nine is elusive. Emboldened by success, the pigeon counts to 11. Children will find their own excuses to keep on counting even after the book is closed. VERDICT The pigeon will count to 10 in classroom counting units; children can certainly take it from there. Bold and funny. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews starred (August 15, 2025) There’s no possible way the Pigeon is going to count to 10! Well…maybe. Sometimes a bird just doesn’t feel like counting to 10, OK? Featuring the Pigeon in his customary capricious state, this board book directly addresses audiences just like previous installments, but this time our hero is refusing instead of requesting. He’s got plenty of good reasons not to count, including number five (“’cuz!”) and number six (“Double ’cuz!!!”). But the Pigeon conveys real, relatable emotion when he admits that he’s scared of failing: “SOMETIMES I FORGET WHAT NUMBER COMES AFTER NINE!!!” All readers will snicker at the over-the-top antics, but preschoolers in the know will especially revel in the joke—the Pigeon is so busy naming the reasons why he doesn't want to count to 10 that he winds up counting to 10 despite himself. Not to worry; the stubborn bird always gets the last word: He’s counting to 11! For the most part, there’s nothing to actually count, making the book as much about emotions as math. Illustrated in Willems’ signature minimalistic style, even small details like a rounded eye or shed feather are as emotive as ever, and pages pop with frenetic, barely contained chaos. Rich, jewel-toned backgrounds highlight the Pigeon’s melodramatic expressions, and extravagantly multilayered debossing adds a perfect amount of tactile interest for little fingers. Everyone’s favorite recalcitrant pigeon is back and funnier than ever! You can count on it. (Board book. 2-7)
The quacken Colon, Justin K-3 Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2024) The legend of a giant, dangerous duck at Cucumonga Campground looms large. Young Hector and his family are on vacation. Everything seems pleasant except for the many objects that have gone missing and the warnings Hector keeps receiving. Everyone tells him not to interact with the ducks. Don’t go near them, don’t look at them, and absolutely, positively, do not feed them. To further emphasize the point, “DO NOT FEED THE DUCKS” signs pop up every few feet at the campground. So what does Hector do? He feeds the ducks. They just look so cute and hungry. Amid the many feathers flapping, a large, foreboding shadow suddenly crosses the lake. Colón builds suspense through short, clipped narration. The weather turns ominous, and people flee in terror—it’s…THE QUACKEN! The fearsome, colossal wildfowl has appeared! It’s always one step ahead of Hector until there is no escape. Hector is popped into the duck’s bill like a delicious morsel. But, luckily for Hector, “children taste terrible.” Reminiscent of old, cheesy horror films, this tale will make a hilariously over-the-top read-aloud. Pino ramps up the drama in his illustrations, alternating full-page spreads with graphic novel–like panels and vignettes. Hector and his family are brown-skinned, while other campers are racially diverse. Pitch-perfect tension and delightful silliness. (Picture book. 4-7)Publishers Weekly (April 1, 2024) When young Hector arrives with his family at seemly Cucumonga Campground, where legend has it that a creature lurks in the lake’s depths, the other kids quickly give him an earful: "Don’t go near the ducks! Don’t look at the ducks! Don’t even think about the ducks. And whatever you do, DO NOT FEED THE DUCKS!" But the birds in question look so cute and so hungry that "Hector broke the most important rule of all." As soon as he runs out of bread, a cataclysm envelops the campground, and out of the lake emerges a massive duck, "THE QUACKEN," which blocks out the sun, flattens latrines, and swallows canoes. Debut author Colón and Pino (Pumpkin Day at the Zoo) mix broad spoofs of horror tropes (a scene in a seemingly empty house with a mysteriously ringing phone is particularly evocative) with the silly extravagance and tight pacing of an 11-minute cartoon. And when a gag both comical and literal finally saves Hector, the story proves itself to be all in good fun, resulting in a lighthearted vibe that’s nothing to quack at. Human characters are portrayed with various skin tones. Ages 4-8. Author’s agent: Jennifer March Soloway, Andrea Brown Literary. Illustrator’s agent: Atlanta Japp, Advocate Art. (July) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
The rise of Nicholas the noble Bell, Chanda A 3-6 School Library Journal Xpress (July 4, 2025) Gr 2-5-The hugely popular Elf on the Shelf brand launches a middle grade book just in time for the holiday season. Fisbee the Scout Elf narrates the tale of young Nicholas, and he begins the story with the question "Does Santa Claus really exist?" He lets readers know that he believes, and that he will let the story speak for itself. Young Nicholas, shipwrecked in the Arctic Tundra with his dog Barry, is whisked into the enchanted world of One Truth North with fairies, gnomes, and elves who protect the powerful Lumistella Stone, part of the Christmas star that fell to earth many years ago. Unfortunately, the evil Gangleri seeks to steal the Lumistella Stone with his army of monsters. Nicholas finds himself at the center of a battle between good and evil and must find the courage to save the Stone. The content may be a bit dark for Elf on the Shelf fans; readers learn early on that Nicholas is an orphan, as his parents were murdered. And at over 300 pages, with few, though beautiful, black-and-white illustrations, it's a long read-aloud. However, fantasy fans will be enthralled. VERDICT This one may have a hard time finding its audience but is a good purchase where Elf on the Shelf is popular.-Carrie Voliva © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2025) In a tale that harks back some 2,000 years, a young Christian refugee, future preserver of the Christmas Spirit, helps save a land of arctic elves and ice gnomes from a deadly threat. Wedging in commentary from Fisbee, the original Elf on the Shelf, and borrowing from both Christian and Norse mythologies, Bell ships her newly orphaned 12-year-old and his beloved dog, Barry (who, anachronistically, is a Saint Bernard), from Anatolia to the northern Mountains of Enchantment. After the failure of an ice wall that kept out the evil one-eyed Gangleri and his bird companions, Huginn and Munnin (variously referred to as both ravens and crows), Nicholas and his dog play instrumental roles in guarding the Lumistella Stone. This rechargeable sacred object is a fallen fragment of the Christmas Star, which has the ability to heal the Christmas Spirit—and two mighty foes are desperate to use its powers for ill: the greedy Gangleri and the treacherous, enigmatic Mother Earth, former lovers who were torn apart by their “selfish desires.” In this work, even the countering forces on the side of “truth and love” are militarized—“We fight for Christmas! ATTACK!”—leading to plenty of combat scenes. Some readers will spot the parallels between Gangleri and Odin. This rather flat commercial tie-in may hold appeal for ardent fans of the franchise. Extends the brand, though in a patchwork way, without giving the spirit of Christmas much beyond lip service. (map) (Fantasy. 8-12)
The sled race Tabor, Corey R K-3 School Library Journal (September 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 1-Wally Mammoth enjoys spending time with his friends Otto the bird and Wolf. On a wintery ice age day, they compete in a sled competition. Wally wants to enjoy himself and be with his friends, but Wolf insists that he wants to win, and Otto also claims the same. Wally tells them he wants them both to win. Shortly after they take off on their sleds, Otto and Wolf end up crashing into each other. Wally is now ahead, and readers may think he is going to win-but he, too, ends up in the rolling cloud of ice along with Otto and Wolf. The three friends end up at the finish line together, where they get to enjoy the trophy. This is a whimsical, silly story of anthropomorphic animal friendship. Otto brings his friends cups of warm drinks as they get ready for the race, and Wolf displays human childlike traits of enjoying hugs and cupcakes. Bright, colorful pictures depict an ice age background, and the characters speak in speech bubbles with a comic-style text font. Tabor adeptly introduces the subject of friends who can still cheer each other on, even though they may be competing. VERDICT A wonderful addition to children's library collections.-Annmarie Braithwaite © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (September 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 1)) Grades 1-3. Wally Mammoth lives in the Ice Age and is joining a sled race with his friends Otto the great auk and Wolf the gray wolf. Otto and Wolf are both competitive and eager to win, while Wally is just happy to enjoy the race and spend time with his friends. The story, told entirely through speech bubbles with simple vocabulary and short text, is perfect for emergent readers. In classic Tabor fashion, something goes hilariously wrong; this time, the characters get swallowed by a giant, ever-growing snowball. The humor is spot-on for young readers, and the pacing keeps the story moving quickly while still being easy to follow. Watercolor illustrations are bright and playful, and they tell at least half the story—especially since some pages have no words at all. The visual storytelling is key to the book’s charm and comedy, particularly in the snowball scenes, where the absurdity builds panel by panel. With strong visual support, great humor, and lovable characters, this proves to be another standout early reader from Tabor.
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The three smelly Goats Gruff Grabenstein, Chris 3-6 School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 2-4-The children of Hickleberry Elementary have a secret: as soon as library story time is over and the librarian is otherwise engaged, the stuffed animals come to life. Stinky, a mischievous skunk who loves dad jokes and potty humor, is then free to expound upon the classic fairy tale of the day and give it a more satisfying (and often stinkier) ending. In this volume, Stinky follows the troll from "The Three Billy Goats Gruff" after he's evicted from his bridge and must search out a new home. This proves challenging when his persistent anger management issues and general smelliness get in the way. Fueled by plenty of silly wordplay and fart jokes, this series would itself serve as an engaging library read-aloud, sure to prompt plenty of gasps and giggles. Simple line illustrations add imagination support for young readers and showcase the diversity and excitement of the young students (and their perceptive librarian). VERDICT A delightfully gross series for fans of "Captain Underpants" or "Dog Man." © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
The trouble with giraffes Mantchev, Lisa K-3 School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 3-A nameless girl and her pet giraffe could not be more different. She likes soup, he likes salad. She likes mud, he likes clouds. She has a tree house that the giraffe cannot climb, but at least he's tall enough to peer in the windows, and he doesn't have a problem with that. On a rainy day, the little girl breaks her ankle after falling out of a tree. On crutches, she realizes she can't climb into her tree house either. So her friends and their exotic pets-a bat, a penguin, an armadillo, a narwhal in a goldfish bowl-move their party to the ground so she can attend. The digitally retouched linoprint and pencil art is soft and welcoming with a smooth pastel palette. It's a peculiar choice to make the story about accommodating different physical abilities when all the characters appear able-bodied and only adjust after one suffers a temporary injury. The title may also cause confusion, as the giraffe is incidental and there is very little trouble with him. VERDICT Cute but misguided. Pass on this one. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2025) A tan-skinned, ponytailed youngster describes the challenges of caring for a very tall pet giraffe. Mitigating their differences in size, child and pet adapt and compromise, because “that’s what friends do: they find ways to meet in the middle.” The park’s treehouse, where the young narrator and a group of diverse friends gather with their own unusual pets, is inaccessible for Giraffe: He must poke his head through the window to participate. One day, the narrator literally goes out on a limb with an umbrella to protect Giraffe from the rain. The next page depicts the child in a cast and using crutches. “For days and days, everything is just a little bit harder than it used to be.” And now, the clubhouse is inaccessible to the child, too. But the protagonist has an idea, and after the youngster explains and the club members have a vote, everyone pitches in to move the “Welcome Back” party, and the clubhouse’s contents, down to ground level. Mantchev takes inclusion a step further from in her earlier book Strictly No Elephants (2015), demonstrating that removing barriers to physical access can transform a nominal “All are welcome” policy from good intentions to committed practice. Yoo leavens the message with winsome double-page spreads that cheerfully accentuate the diversity of both children and pets (including an armadillo, mini-narwhal, skunk, and more). A kid-friendly look at the multifaceted work that underpins true inclusivity. (Picture book. 4-8)
The true and lucky life of a turtle Montgomery, Sy K-3 School Library Journal Xpress starred (September 26, 2025) K-Gr 4-In this true story from the creators of The Book of Turtles, a snapping turtle named Fire Chief was both lucky and unlucky. When he was born, he was lucky to avoid hungry foxes and coyotes and find a pool where he could live and thrive. But later he was unlucky when he was injured while crossing a highway to his winter pool location. Finally, his luck returned when two workers from the Turtle Rescue League, Natasha and Alexxia, brought him to their turtle hospital, cleaned his wounds, and provided him with care. Other people helped, too. Fire Chief's friends dug new ponds for him-one with a shallow end and one with a deep end-so that he can change locations for the summer when he needs a deep pool and for the winter when he needs a shallow, muddy one. The writing in the book is engaging and clear, with many accessible comparisons for young readers to understand. The illustrations support and extend the text, while also helping readers respond emotionally to what they are reading. A scene of the rainy spring morning when Fire Chief's mother dug a hole and laid her eggs is dark and foreboding with future danger. Other pictures are joyous and caring, as people first discover that there is a turtle in the pond that supplies water to the local firehouse. VERDICT Above all, this essential book provides a unique perspective by showing how communities can enjoy the experience of watching animals that live nearby and assist them as needed so that they continue to live satisfying lives.-Myra Zarnowski © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) In a previous collaboration (The Book of Turtles, rev. 7/23), Montgomery and Patterson briefly featured a large snapping turtle, a.k.a. Fire Chief. Now Fire Chief gets a starring role in his own tale, told with a storyteller's cadence, which traces approximately sixty years of his life from birth to the present. Realistic illustrations mirror the brief chronological text in this accessible account. The turtle's first years are lucky ones. After evading predators at birth, he settles in a pond next to a fire station (the provenance of his name). Over the next ten years or so, he expands his surroundings to include a second pond located across a rural road, where he spends each winter. He's lucky in making this twice-annual journey, until he's not: a truck strikes the turtle, gravely injuring him. Two women who run the Turtle Rescue League repair his shell and give him physical therapy to strengthen his legs. When he is ready to be reintroduced into his pond, there are still questions: can he survive crossing the road twice a year? Can any turtle? Human habitat encroachment causes Fire Chief's problem, but human concern and persistence find a solution for him. Back matter details the work of the Rescue League, provides information on handling injured turtles in the wild, adds more information about these reptiles, and includes a bibliography. Betty Carter September/October 2025 p.88
Tig and Lily. 1,Tiger trouble Thompson, Dan K-3 Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2023) Two felines question each other’s identities. Tig the cat barges into Lily’s tiger pen at the city zoo and declares it home. Lily’s confused when Tig says that he is a tiger, but Tig flips the script and raises questions over whether Lily is a tiger. Tig even goes so far as suggesting Lily’s parents called her “Tiger” as a nickname, which causes Lily distress. Luckily for Lily, there are signs at the zoo that make it clear she’s a tiger. Lily is able to laugh in self-awareness that she was coerced into an identity crisis at all and even confronts a couple of rude tigers who are mean to Tig over his assertion. This is a clever tale of self-image and how it can be reinforced or denied, and ultimately friendship blossoms between the pair as Lily tells Tig, “You can be whatever you want to be.” Tig’s consistent refusal to recognize Lily as a tiger threatens to cross over into its own form of bullying, but he comes off as more oblivious than malicious. The humorous dialogue is supported by artwork that demonstrates the tension between Tig and Lily, including colorful sound effects and facial expressions that convey Tig’s self-confident attitude and Lily’s various states of unease. A whimsical reminder that respect and friendship sometimes matter more than winning an argument. (facts about cats and tigers, how to draw Lily and Tig) (Graphic fiction. 5-8)Publishers Weekly (March 13, 2023) Tig, a tiny marmalade-colored house cat who’s convinced he’s a tiger, makes himself at home in the zoo habitat of Lily, a large, levelheaded tiger, in this tongue-in-cheek graphic novel series launch by Thompson (Escape from Camp Cooties). When Tig arrives-"It’s so great to be home!" he declares-Lily is initially confused by the feline’s belief that she is not, in fact, a tiger like Tig. Lily is momentarily flummoxed, believing that maybe she really isn’t a tiger, but confirmation from the habitat’s interpretative plaque reminds her of what she is. Now more secure in her own skin, Lily is able to rescue Tig from a confrontation with two hostile tigers who attempt to take the air out of the kitty’s inflated sense of self. "You can be whatever you want to be," Lily asserts, and this offer of friendship makes Tig almost conciliatory-even if he doesn’t really change his stripes: "With a little more practice, you could be a tiger just like me," he says. The minimally detailed, single-panel drawings allow the jaunty dialogue to shine, and budding aficionados of snappy verbal repartee will find their funny bones thoroughly tickled. Ages 5-8. Agent: Judy Hansen, Hansen Literary. (May) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
Tiny T. Rex and the first-day oopsies : a back-to-school book Stutzman, Jonathan K-3 School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) PreS-K-Tiny T. Rex is going to a new school, and he is feeling both prepared and nervous. Readers follow him through his first day, as he confronts new tasks and routines. When Tiny makes mistakes, like squirting his juice box on a friend and tooting his instrument when he was asked to woot it, he worries he is not ready for school. With support and assurance from his teacher, friends, and family, Tiny understands that mistakes are part of learning. Confidence restored, Tiny feels big, smart, and ready for school. Through clear and simple text, Stutzman tells Tiny's story from a child's point-of-view and addresses common first day of school fears. Fleck's illustrations, rendered in pencil and then colored in digitally, use primary and secondary colors to create inviting illustrations that are easy to read. VERDICT Young children will relate to Tiny and his first day of school jitters, while being reassured that school is a place to make mistakes and grow.-Sarah Pousty © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (June 1, 2025) A young dinosaur bravely navigates the first day of school. Tiny T. Rex, an irresistibly sweet green dino with two upturned teeth, a pair of itty-bitty arms, and a fetching red bow tie, sets off with a positive outlook and a disproportionately huge backpack. Though eager to start school, Tiny makes a series of discouraging mistakes (“oopsies”), from playing the wrong note during music class to spilling paint while working on a self-portrait. Bolstered by some reassurance from Teacher and an encouraging note from Mom (tucked into Tiny’s lunch), our chipper hero makes it through the day and heads home, excited to come back tomorrow. Fleck’s illustrations play up the protagonist’s diminutive stature at every turn, to humorous effect. The other dinos tower comically over Tiny, and even the young dinosaur’s possessions (fork, toothbrush, musical instrument) are much too large. While Tiny’s world is at times overwhelming, it’s also vibrant and welcoming, filled with brightly colored, kindly dinosaurs, like BFF Pointy. Eschewing contractions in Stutzman’s text, Tiny’s sweetly earnest first-person narration sets the perfect tone for readers transitioning into preschool or kindergarten. Tiny models resilience, relying on the support of loved ones and finding creative ways to cope with a too-big environment. It’s a comforting reminder that new experiences aren’t always easy, but they’re certainly worth it. Small but mighty, like its determined protagonist. (Picture book. 4-6)
Troubling tonsils! Reynolds, Aaron K-3 School Library Journal Xpress starred (September 12, 2025) Gr 1-4-The early chapter book spin-off from the Caldecott Medal-winning duo's Creepy Carrots is both creepy and fun. This installment features young Charlie Marmot. When Charlie learns that he needs to have his tonsils removed, he decides to bring them to school to show them off. He is in for a shocking and hilarious series of surprises from the time he arrives at his doctor's appointment and finds that his tonsils have disappeared! Brown's expressive, spooky three-toned illustrations are the perfect complement to Reynolds's twisted tale of a tonsillectomy gone awry. VERDICT Fans of Jasper Rabbit will love this new addition to the popular series.-Mari Pongkhamsing © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) Jasper Rabbit, protagonist of the picture book Creepy Carrots! and its sequels (most recently Creepy Crayon!, rev. 9/22), serves as the Rod Serling-like narrator of this early-chapter-book series opener. "Creepy things lie on the following pages...You may possibly find yourself peeing your pants." Duly warned, readers meet Charlie Marmot, who is scheduled to have his tonsils removed and plans to keep them in a jar for show-and-tell. But when the time comes for the procedure, the tonsils are already missing...and then it gets weirder. The tonsils are sentient, they have their own lines of dialogue, and they're out for revenge. Sophisticated vocabulary and turns of phrase ("regardless of the cause, there are no tonsils currently residing in Charlie's throat") make this title, full of both horror and humor, a good choice for confidently independent readers or for reading aloud together in ominous tones. Mixed-media illustrations, some of them chillingly stark, in a pitch-perfect palette of black-and-white punctuated with tonsil pink, add to the cinematic feel. Hand to readers demanding scary books -- if they're willing to swallow quite the premise. Shoshana Flax September/October 2025 p.72
Un plato de esperanza : la inspiradora historia del Chef Jose Andres y World Central KitchenFrankel, Erin K-3 Booklist (January 1, 2024 (Online)) Editor's Note: The following review is for the English edition, A Plate of Hope: The Inspiring Story of Chef José Andrés and World Central Kitchen. Original review by Henrietta Verma.Readers will be encouraged to think big and make connections between their dreams and the needs they encounter in this story of a Nobel Peace Prize–nominated chef. Both as a busy boy and a professional chef, José Andrés never accepted things as is. When he made paella in his Spanish hometown, “No es solo el arroz”—it wasn’t just rice. And when he was invited by a friend to help cook for Haitian earthquake victims, it wasn’t just a trip. Instead, it made cooking a way for Andrés to spread nourishment, with the tale ending with the chef’s World Central Kitchen charity serving almost four million meals in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria. This optimistic, jaunty text can serve multiple needs: it’s a story of an immigrant making it in the U.S. and elsewhere; a tale of kindness and giving; and a look at how perseverance and hope can conquer tough obstacles. The colorful digital images of Andrés, his family, and his work sometimes show stilted expressions, but overall this will be a fun addition to social-studies shelves.

Waffle Lot of Love (A Narwhal and Jelly Book #10) Clanton, Ben K-3

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a formulaic 
series does not exist in a professional review journal, it 
may be purchased with an informed decision made by 
weighing the factors listed below:
● Reputation and standing of the publisher
● Reputation and standing of the series
● Popular interest
● Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
● Importance of the subject matter to the community
● Need for a balanced, diverse collection
● Curricular needs

War games Gratz, Alan 3-6 School Library Journal Xpress starred (September 26, 2025) Gr 4-7-Gratz delivers another compelling narrative, this time at the 1936 Berlin Olympics. Thirteen-year-old gymnast Evie Harris leaves her Dust Bowl refugee family behind to compete for Team USA. Largely ignored by her teammates, Evie has goals to bring home a gold medal, become famous, and lift her family out of poverty. Her plans change after meeting Solomon Monday, an opportunistic British journalist. He presents Evie with an incredible proposition: join him and two other Olympians in robbing the Reichsbank of its cache of Nazi gold. Her fervently anti-Nazi Olympian mates include Karl, a gay German weight lifter, and Ursula, a German-Wolof swimmer competing for France. What follows is a gripping heist story combined with a dramatic sports story, where the prewar German backdrop adds tension. The short, easily digestible chapters coupled with the plot's high stakes enhance the book's compulsive readability. Gratz's vivid descriptions-from crowds enthusiastically cheering for Hitler to track-and-field athlete Jesse Owens's triumphant performance-effectively embed readers in the drama of the 1936 games. Evie grapples with various moral dilemmas, such as the privilege she enjoys as an Aryan-presenting girl in a country that reviles her Black and Jewish teammates. Atrocities committed by the Nazis are handled in an age-appropriate manner. An author's note provides additional context. VERDICT A first purchase, especially where thrillers and historical fiction are popular.-Hannah Grasse © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2025) In his latest, prolific author Gratz takes on Hitler’s Olympic Games. When 13-year-old American gymnast Evie Harris arrives in Berlin to compete in the 1936 Olympic Games, she has one goal: stardom. If she can bring home a gold medal like her friend, the famous equestrian-turned-Hollywood-star Mary Brooks, she might be able to lift her family out of their Dust Bowl poverty. But someone slips a strange note under Evie’s door, and soon she’s dodging Heinz Fischer, the Hitler Youth member assigned to host her, and meeting strangers who want to make use of her gymnastic skills—to rob a bank. As the games progress, Evie begins to see the moral issues behind their sparkling facade—the antisemitism and racism inherent in Nazi ideology and the way Hitler is using the competition to support and promote these beliefs. And she also agrees to rob the bank. Gratz goes big on the Mission Impossible–style heist, which takes center stage over the actual competitions, other than Jesse Owens’ famous long jump. A lengthy and detailed author’s note provides valuable historical context, including places where Gratz adapted the facts for storytelling purposes (although there’s no mention of the fact that before 1952, Olympic equestrian sports were limited to male military officers). With an emphasis on the plot, many of the characters feel defined primarily by how they’re suffering under the Nazis, such as the fictional diver Ursula Diop, who was involuntarily sterilized for being biracial. Fast-paced and plot-driven. (Historical fiction. 9-12)
Warriors graphic novel. The prophecies begin.3 Riess, Natalie 5-8 Kirkus Reviews (October 1, 2025) Rising tensions culminate in a savage battle even as Tigerstar’s bid for dominance over all the forest Clans fulfills the prophecy that “Lion and tiger will meet in battle…and blood will rule the forest.” In this graphic novel, which adapts the events of the fifth and sixth novels in the Prophecies Begin series, Fireheart becomes Firestar, leader of ThunderClan, after Bluestar is killed while fighting off a pack of wild dogs. He then goes on to unite the Clans against threats from both within and without. The switch in format doesn’t help readers much in keeping track of the teeming cast; there’s no visual key, and so many of the cats differ so slightly in individual markings that even confirmed series fans may struggle to keep track of who’s who. Name changes are another issue: Following an attack in which she has an eye torn out, Brightpaw is renamed Lostface, and finally Brightheart, and she spends much of the tale with medicinal leaves covering the healing wound, which at least makes her easy to identify. The art allows wordless montages to speed the plot along and also gives the artists license to depict tender moments of head bumping and anthropomorphic smiles and other expressions—not to mention lots of hideously vicious claws and teeth, and savage fights. Concept and character sketches at the end offer insights into the artists’ process. Unwieldy as ever cast-wise, but the visual format suits the violent, dramatic storylines. (Graphic animal fantasy. 11-13)
What if everybody said that? Javernick, Ellen K-3 Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2018) A tiny tot learns that words can hurt. One sassy girl is pictured in 10 different scenarios—each ending with a disappointed adult asking, “What if everybody said that?” These include making fun of someone else’s fashion sense, not sharing, pushing to be first, excluding someone from playground fun, quitting when your team is losing, etc. While the titular questions are different, the concept is very similar to Javernick and Madden’s previous outing (What If Everybody Did That?, 2010), although this venture does portray more inner turmoil than the earlier, with bubbles of victims’ hurt feelings and damaging thoughts. Even the simplest of words can strongly affect others. Madden’s mixed-media illustrations show a large, diverse cast, including men of color in nurturing roles and a child in a wheelchair who, unfortunately, does not appear after an early scene. Among other humorous details, frowning faces are hidden on inanimate objects, and even dogs and cats give judging looks to atrocious behavior. After a string of missteps, the misguided gal does realize the error of her ways, and all ends well. The protagonist has blue eyes, black hair, and light brown skin and is surrounded by a supporting cast of many races and ethnicities. A reminder to be aware of what one says, as well as a discussion starter about actions and consequences. (Picture book. 3-7)
What if we... Yoh, Eugenia K-3 School Library Journal (June 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 1-"On the first day of summer, Max did everything around the house. And on the second day of summer, there was nothing else to do," opens the pages of this thoughtful and endearing family story. With his little sister Mimi in tow, Max tries everything to entertain himself, from playground games to a zoo trip. But his constant fretting about what he might be missing out on somewhere else soon creates an endless cycle of wondering what to do next. Finally, Mimi sensibly points out that he's had the perfect playmate right under his nose all along, and that's when the fun begins. Chang lets the earnest voices of her two characters shine, in an idyllic world of play and wonder that is free from adult intrusion. As Max's imaginative hypotheticals get more outlandish, Yoh cleverly contrasts mundane scenarios with their eye-poppingly enhanced alternate versions overhead in a series of enormous thought clouds that resemble psychedelic billboards. The book's design deeply enhances the reading experience, with sentences weaving in and out of speech bubbles and across inset panels indicating the passage of time. The soft line art and watery palette, a combination of digital and traditional media, draw readers' eyes deftly across the page. The first and last pages of story text make a delightful pair of bookends. Both spreads feature a cutaway drawing of the house with the children engaged in a variety of activities. In the former image, Max is paying more attention to the materials at hand than to his sister. At the end they are utterly absorbed in each other's company. Fittingly, the final page reads: "On the last day of summer, Max and Mimi did everything around the house. And there was so much more to do together." VERDICT A winning, emotionally insightful story of FOMO in the early years and snug sibling togetherness.-Jonah Dragan © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) This imaginative story features a restless bespectacled boy named Max who finds a better way to experience a summer day, thanks to his wise little sister, Mimi. On the first day of vacation, Max enjoys a bunch of activities, captured in a clever cross-section view of his home. However, by the second day, "there was nothing else to do." Max wonders if the park would be more fun. He rides the springy toys and swings on the swings, but "what if I was at the pool...?" Visits to the pool and then the zoo fail to enthrall him. Engaging mixed-media illustrations show Mimi, with her enthusiastic body language, joining her brother and thriving in each space. Despite the protagonist's ennui, Chang's sometimes rhyming text is lively and is well complemented by the art. Max dreams of more outlandish things to do -- "What if I...jumped on giant Jell-o...rode on a koi..." -- and the colorful illustrations become increasingly surreal. His imaginings explode on an energetic double-page spread showing him involved in such exciting activities as soaring into outer space. Feeling left out of his elaborate plans, Mimi suggests: "What if WE?" The tale ends on a reassuring note with Max realizing that baby sis is indeed correct. An inventive sibling romp. Brian E. Wilson September/October 2025 p.37
When you go to dragon school Campbell, Chelsea M K-3 School Library Journal starred (May 1, 2025) K-Gr 2-What if a school was overflowing with kids and had no room for more? They could head off to dragon school, where students of every culture and age can attend the "best place in town!" The kids may be a little different than their flying, fire-breathing classmates, but all students will brush their teeth. Just when the kids and dragons start to think the other is "weird," they discover that dragon school is a place where no matter how different, all come together to teach one another new things and find ways to collaborate. This tale is told directly to readers in a second-person voice that is engaging and funny, easily finding a place among strong read-alouds and back-to-school books. Author and illustrator know their audience well and show it by asking questions of readers in the text and in the purposeful use of perspective in the illustrations, as well as the varied facial expressions on the kids and the dragons. The strong emotions that come with going to any school, let alone dragon school, are visible via a wide range of diverse students and paired with vibrant scenery that will attract a variety of readers. Digitally created dragons will become friendly favorites as readers enjoy the mix of silliness and seriousness of going to dragon school. VERDICT A must-purchase. This one will leave kids wanting more.-Danielle Schwessinger © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.Booklist (June 1, 2025 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 1. A group of children cannot enroll in the local school because it is at capacity. The only choice? The local dragon school! As the kids tour the school, a narrator reviews what the kids can expect: fire-breathing classes, napping on piles of gold, and learning to polish their scales. Reaching the flying lesson, a humorous realization strikes—the kids lack wings. The kids don’t eat live crustaceans or (literal) fireballs. Come to think of it, the dragons may want to snack on the kids. The narrator begins to discourage the kids from enrolling when a new realization dawns. Maybe the kids could teach the dragons a thing or two, like the art of making s’mores or pillow forts. Working together, the kids and dragons could have a lot of fun. The bright illustrations convey the humor of the text. The dragons and kids pictured come in different shapes, sizes, and colors and possess various abilities. A wonderful, humorous celebration of diversity and sharing our differences.



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)



BISD Library Material Acquisition List Fall 2025 ELEMENTARY 102025

Title Author Vendor Recommended AgeFull-Text Review for Board Members (1) Full-Text Review for Board Members (2)


