
BILLS BY THE NUMBERS

9,910 
total bills filed

1,494 
public education bills filed
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The purpose of this newsletter is to provide you with the most current
information on the 89th Legislative Session, as it relates to public education
and CFISD’s Legislative Priorities. Be sure to stay informed and engaged!

SENT TO GOVERNOR
SB 569 (Bettencourt): Virtual Education (sent to Governor on 4-25) 

Repeals the State Virtual Schools Network and allows school districts to offer
individual virtual courses, full-time virtual schools and full-time hybrid schools

SENATE
CSSB 260 (Huffman): Safety & Security Allotment (Committee Substitute passed the
House on 4-17; substitute was amended to be identical to HB 124; Assigned to
conference committee on 4-29)

Increases the allotment from $10 to $14/ADA
Increases the per-campus allotment from $15,000 to $37,000

SB 865 (Alvarado): CPR & AEDs (Voted out of Senate on 5-7; Referred to House Pub.
Ed.)

Requires nurses, athletic coaches and sponsors, PE teachers, marching band
directors, cheerleading coaches and other specified school employees, as well as
athletic trainers, participate in CPR and AED instruction and maintain certification
from a recognized national organization

SB 2929 (Creighton): Spectator behavior (Voted out of  Senate on 5-7; Referred to
House Pub. Ed.)

Clarifies that a verbal warning and persistent inappropriate behavior are not
required for a referee, judge, or other official of an extracurricular athletic activity
to eject a spectator from the activity or competition

SB 2529 (Bettencourt): Bonds (Voted out of Senate on 5-6; Referred to House Ways &
Means) 

Requires approval from 60% of the Board of Trustees to approve any bond
proposition and 80% of the Board’s approval for bond proposition or maintenance
& operations tax increase if propositions were rejected in the previous year. 

SB 4/SJR 2 (Bettencourt): Homestead Exemptions (Voted out of Senate on 2-13; Left
pending in House Ways and Means on 5-5)  

Increases the homestead exemption from $100,000 to $140,000 
Contingent on passage of constitutional amendment in November 2025

SB 27 (Creighton): Teacher Bill of Rights (Passed Senate on 4-3; Left pending in
House Pub. Ed. 5-7)

Reduces the required notice period for filling teaching positions from 10 days to 5
days
Establishes a system for calculating salary reductions due to unpaid leave, and it
introduces fee waivers for certification exams related to special and bilingual
education
Adjustments to the Bilingual Target Language Proficiency Test would enable
applicants to retake only the sections they failed
Lays out conditions under which the State Board for Educator Certification cannot
sanction teachers who resign under certain circumstances, such as serious health
issues or family needs, after the 45-day threshold for the school year begins
Requires a formal grievance procedure for handling complaints against teachers 
A grant program would support hiring retired teachers by mitigating costs
associated with increased contributions to TRS
Provisions regarding parental leave would allow teachers to opt out of paid leave
during maternity leave
Expands the authority of teachers to remove disruptive students while securing
their rights in related situations
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GOVERNOR SIGNED INTO LAW

CSSB 2 (Creighton): Education Savings Accounts (Governor signed on 5-3)
85% of the estimated average funding per student in average daily attendance
Not to exceed $30,000 for students in special education programs
$2,000 per year for homeschooled students
Limits funding for students without disabilities in families making over 500% of the
poverty level to no more than 20% of the expenditures
Prioritizes students transitioning from public to private school over those already
enrolled in private schools
Requires private schools to be in operation for two consecutive years before being
an eligible ESA provider.

BILLS TO WATCH

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB569
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB569
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB260
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB865
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB2929
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB2529
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB4
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB27
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB2
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB2
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If you would like to be added to the distribution list for CFISD legislative
SMS (text) alerts, please text @cfisdleg to 81010.
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SENATE Cont’d.

SB 843 (Kolkhorst): Bonds (Passed out of Senate on 4-24; Left pending in House Pub.
Ed. on 5-7)

Mandates that TEA develop and maintain a comprehensive database of bonds,
taxes, and projects

SB 13 (Paxton): Library materials (Voted out of Senate 3-19; Left pending in House
Pub. Ed. on 5-7) 

Increases parental rights and awareness related to school library materials and
standards related to content in library materials

SB 57 (Zaffirini): Emergency drills (Voted out of Senate 3-20; Left pending in House
Pub. Ed. on 5-7)  

Requires a committee for an individualized education program or a Section 504
plan to consider whether the student's abilities or impairments would require the
school district to provide any specific accommodations for the student during a
mandatory school drill or emergency situation

SB 207 (Paxton): Excused absences (Voted out of Senate in 4-1; Left pending in
House Pub. Ed. on 5-7) 

Adds mental health care appointments as an excused absence for certain
students 

SB 1224 (Sparks): Employee misconduct reporting (Voted out of Senate on 5-5;
Referred to House Pub. Ed. on 5-6)

Requires the superintendent to provide written notice to the police department of
the municipality in which the entity is located, not later than 48 hours after the
date the superintendent has reasonable cause to believe that an educator is
alleged to have engaged in misconduct

SB 1551 (Cook): AEDs (Voted out of Senate on 5-5; Referred to House Pub. Ed. on 5-6)
Requires at least 1 AED at each campus to be readily available during any UIL
athletic competition held on campus

HOUSE
CSHB 6 (Leach): Student Discipline (Passed out of House 4-16; Left pending in
Senate Ed. K-16 on 5-8)

Clarifies that the three-day limit on suspension only applies to out-of-school
suspensions; 
Prohibits in-school suspensions from exceeding 10 school days 
Revises the conduct on or off school property in which students in grades below
third grade can be placed in out-of-school suspension
Repeals the DAEP requirement for students who possess, use, sell, give, or deliver
an e-cigarette
Requires a DAEP placement for no less than 30 days for conduct that contains the
elements of assault or terroristic threat against an employee
Requires parents to attend specified meetings and conferences for teacher review
of the student’s progress

HB 123 (Dutton): Kindergarten readiness, early literacy and numeracy (Passed
out of House on 5-7)

Requires the Commissioner to adopt list of reading and math assessments for use
in K-3 
Requires assessments to be administered twice for kindergarten and 3rd grade
and three times for 1st and 2nd grade
Requires K-3 math teachers, principals, assistant principals, math coaches, and
math interventionists to attend a math achievement academy by 2031-2032
Establishes an early literacy intervention program for students failing on two
consecutive assessments
Establishes Early Literacy Intervention Allotment - $250/student receiving
interventions; capped at 15% of students in K-3rd 
Provides $400 for students who fail 3rd grade STAAR to purchase private tutoring
services

HB 2849 (Allen): Recess (Passed out of House on 5-7) 
Establishes a framework for model recess policies to be developed by the
Department of State Health Services School Health Advisory Committee
Requires board to adopt a policy based on the model developed
Policy must explicitly state the minimum weekly unstructured playtime and
whether recess may be withheld as a disciplinary action.

HB 3312 (Swanson): Special Ed. Recordings (Left pending in House Pub. Ed. on 5-7)        
Requires a school district to retain video recordings for at least 12 months 
Prohibits limiting the number of times an involved parent/employee may view an
incident
Requires a school district to retain all available video recordings of an employee
who is involved in an alleged incident that has been reported to the district or
school, regardless of whether the recording documents the incident, until the
incident has been resolved, including the exhaustion of all appeals

HB 1178 (Cunningham): Out-of-state certification (Passed out of House on 5-7;
Referred to Senate Ed. K-16 on 5-8)

Establishes a temporary certificate for educators from out of state with eligibility
criteria

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB843
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB13
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB57
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB207
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB1224
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB1551
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB6
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB123
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB2849
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB3312
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB1178


HOUSE Cont’d.

HB 1411 (Allen): Personal leave (Passed out of House on 5-6)
Allows an exempt employee with available personal leave to use the leave for a
day designated as a school holiday for which the employee would otherwise not
receive compensation
Restricts the use to no more than two personal leave days per year

HB 1773 (Bhojani): Student on School Board (Passed out of House on 5-7)
Allows a school district to appoint a student trustee
The term and how it is selected is determined by the Board of Trustees
Student trustee has the same powers and duties as a member of the board,
including the right to attend and participate in open meetings, except the student
trustee
May NOT vote on any matter before the board or make or second any motion
Is not counted in determining whether a quorum is present

HB 2243 (Oliverson): Tx Commission on Teacher Job Satisfaction & Retention
(Passed out of House on 5-7) 

 Creates the Texas Commission on Teacher Job Satisfaction and Retention
Charged with “enhancing teacher job satisfaction and retention across Texas”
13 members appointed by state leadership
Develop actionable recommendations to address various aspects of teacher
experience

House: watch livestream.
Senate: watch livestream. 

WATCH THE LEGISLATURE ONLINE

DATES OF INTEREST

WHO REPRESENTS ME?
Utilize the Texas Legislature’s helpful “Who Represents Me?”
web tool to enter your address and find out which lawmakers
serve you.
Access and save their contact information so you can easily
reach out about key issues during the legislative session.
Scan the QR code to access this tool.

BILLS TO WATCH

CFISD LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Fully fund school districts that offer a Local Optional Homestead Exemption
(LOHE).
Increase the School Safety Allotment.
Increase the Special Education Allotment.
Increase the Transportation Allotment.

The legislative priorities were researched and developed by the CFISD Board of Trustees.

View additional details on the CFISD Legislative Priorities at:  www.cfisd.net/89leg

If you would like to be added to the distribution list for CFISD legislative
SMS (text) alerts, please text @cfisdleg to 81010.

May 12, 2025: Last day for House Committees to report HB
May 16, 2025: Last day for the House to vote out HB
May 24, 2025: Last day for House Committees to report SB 
May 28, 2025: Last day for the House to vote out SB; Last day for the Senate to
consider all bills
June 2, 2025 Sine Die
June 22, 2025 Last day for the Governor to sign or veto bills  passed
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https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB1411
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB1773
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB2243
https://house.texas.gov/videos
https://senate.texas.gov/av-live.php
http://www.cfisd.net/89leg


89th Legislative Session
Stay connected and let your voice be heard on issues affecting public education.

COMMUNICATION TIPS

KEEP IN MIND
Legislators review ALL communication submitted to them by their 
constituents and look for the “Yays” and “Nays” of each bill.

Log on to Texas Legislature Online
capitol.texas.gov

Access the TLO mobile site

Share info with your 
contact groups statewide 
via email and social media.
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3

•	 Create an account by locating the Login tab on the home page. 
Track specific bills and receive alerts when action is taken.

•	 Find out who represents you by submitting your address. 

•	 Select your representative and locate email button to send message. 
•	 Be sure to include in the message whether or not you support the specific 

bill you are addressing.

When sharing info, remember to:
•	 Encourage others to contact legislators.
•	 Follow up and stay in touch.
•	 Be brief and be informed. 
•	 Provide talking points.
•	 Stay focused and give examples.

•	 Enter www.txlegis.com into your mobile 
device browser for a mobile-friendly 
version of the website


