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Financial Aid Overview



Financial Aid Process

Student completes 
FAFSA or CA Dream 

Act App (CADAA)

EVERY YEAR

College receives app; 
Financial Aid Office 
notifies student of 

required documents

Student submits 
all required 

documents to 
Financial Aid Office

Financial Aid Office 
offers aid package 
based on eligibility 

and need

Student receives aid 
disbursement (must be 

enrolled in classes)
$$$

Incomplete File = No Disbursement!



Two Applications: FAFSA or CADAA

FAFSA
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

Visit: studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

CADAA
California Dream Act Application

Visit: dream.csac.ca.gov

https://www.studentaid.gov/fafsa-app
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing


FAFSA: Who Can Apply?

• US Citizens

• Permanent Residents 

(Green Card)

• Certain Designations 

including Refugees or 

those granted Asylum

• T-Visa Holders



FSA IDs for FAFSA Filers

Who should create an FSA ID?

A Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID is a username and 

password used to access StudentAid.gov, including the 

FAFSA form. Students and the Student’s Contributors 

must create an FSA ID.

Who is considered a Contributor?

Contributors for a dependent student 

include the biological, adoptive, and/or 

stepparent. Independent students may be required 

to include their spouse as a contributor, if married.



Which Parent(s) Need to Create an FSA ID?

If parental information is required on the FAFSA, at least one parent will need to create 

an FSA ID. In some cases, both parents may need to create an FSA ID.

If parents are married

If parents are 

unmarried and living 

together

If parents are divorced

or separated and not 

living together

If parents filed taxes as 

Married-Jointly, only ONE

parent needs an FSA ID

If parents filed taxes 

separately, BOTH parents 

need an FSA ID

BOTH parents will need 

FSA IDs

If parent who provided more 

than half support is not 

remarried or filed taxes jointly 

with stepparent, ONE FSA ID is 

needed

If parent who provided more 

than half support is remarried 

and filed taxes separately, 

BOTH parent and stepparent 

need FSA ID

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents


Also Called the FSA ID
Creating a StudentAid.gov Account

01 StudentAid.gov accounts are used to start, complete, 

and sign a FAFSA

▪ Instant verification now available for 2026-27

▪ No more 1-3 day waiting period

02 Dependent students need their contributor(s) to 

create their own StudentAid.gov account

▪ Each person must use their own email

03 Even contributors who do not have a Social Security 

Number must obtain an FSA ID

04 Tip: Use a personal, frequently checked email

▪ Avoid temporary email addresses, such as 

school-assigned email addresses

Create StudentAid.gov account: studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch

https://www.studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


FSA IDs for Parents without an SSN: 

Identity Verification

• Parents without an SSN can create an FSA ID

• Additional step is required to verify identity:

o Parent will answer knowledge-based 

questions provided by TransUnion

o No credit check is performed

o Credit history is not required

• If unable to answer knowledge-based questions:

o FSA ID can be used immediately.

o Federal Student Aid is improving this 

process



Status of Application

Draft: Your section of the FAFSA form is incomplete.

In Progress: You provided your consent, approval, and signature to your section of 

the FAFSA form, but the FAFSA form has not been submitted yet.

In Review: Your FAFSA form was submitted but hasn’t been processed yet.

Action Required: You are missing your consent and approval or signature or the 

FAFSA form was processed, but a correction is required.

Processed: Your application was processed successfully. No further action is needed.

Closed: Your FAFSA form was never submitted and can no longer be submitted 

because the federal FAFSA deadline passed.



CADAA: Who Can Apply?

• Undocumented Students

• With or Without DACA

• TPS Status

• U-Visa Holders

• Students from Mixed 

Status Families

Apply with CADAA: dream.csac.ca.gov

https://www.dream.csac.ca.gov/


AB 540 Requirements

Option A

3 years of high school coursework and 3 

years of total attendance at any of these 

schools in California:

• Elementary School

• Middle School

• High School

Option B (SB 68)

3 years attendance (or equivalent) at 

any of these schools in California:

• High School

• Adult School

• Community College

Fulfill one of the following:

• Graduate from a California high school

• Obtain a certificate of completion, GED, HiSet or TASC in California 

• Attain an Associate degree from a California Community College

• Fulfill minimum transfer requirements for a UC or CSU

Sign the AB 540 Affidavit in the CA Dream Act Application



CADAA Information is Secure and Private

• CADAA information is not shared with the Federal government

• The California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) protects the 

confidentiality of ALL student records

• CSAC has never shared any information about a student’s 

immigration status- documented or undocumented

• CSAC complies with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA), which protects the privacy of student education records



• Students should provide their full name as found on their student ID 

and/or birth certificate

• If the last name(s) exceed the space provided, students should just put as 

many letters as possible in that space

• The User ID will be confirmed as available by adding a green checkmark 

next to the provided name

Completing the Registration



What if Your Parents Live in Another Country?

• Even if a parent lives in another country, they are required to provide their income and assets​ 

(converted to a US Dollar amount) if you have contact with them.

• When that is not possible because there is no contact with the parents, you should complete 

the application as much as you can and then contact your college’s financial aid office as 

soon as possible​.

• The college financial aid office will evaluate the situation and inform you if they can override 

the need for parent information​.



School Selection

• Add at least 1 California school to your 
FAFSA/CADAA to be considered for the Cal 
Grant!

• Try to add 1 school from each segment:
o CA Community College (CCC)
o California State University (CSU)
o University of California (UC)
o Private school

• What if you want to add more than 20 
schools?
o Submit your application with 20 schools
o Wait for the application to process
o Return to your application, clear the 

first 20 schools, and add up to 20 
more!



Prior-Prior Year Tax Information

• When applying for aid during any academic year, remember to use tax 

information from the “prior-prior” year (or 2 years ago)

o Going to college in 2026-27? Use 2024 taxes (2026 - 2 years = 2024)     

• No need to update tax information on the financial aid application once you 

complete the current year’s taxes!

• FAFSA has Direct Data Exchange with IRS that pulls in majority of tax 

information

• CADAA requires manual entry of tax information

When will the student 

attend college?

When to submit 

FAFSA or CADAA?

Which Tax Year on the 

application?

July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027 October 1, 2025 – March 2, 2026 2024



Special Circumstances

Your college’s Financial Aid Office can adjust your 
financial aid to help account for the unusual 
circumstances that your family may encounter.

Some situations where a college may review and modify a 
student’s eligibility for aid:

• Loss of job/income

• Divorce

• Death in the Family

• Unexpected Medical Expenses

• Adverse Home Situations

• Dependency Status

• Loss of Home due to fire, disaster, etc.

Students should follow up with their college’s Financial Aid Office if they have special circumstances!



Common 
Application 
Mistakes

Application submitted for the incorrect 

academic year (Seniors should complete the 

2026-27 application)

Application submitted after Priority 

Deadline (March 2, 2026 for 2026-27)

FSA ID created with inaccurate personal 

information (name, SSN, etc.)

Mandatory question not answered

Application not signed by a parent (dependent 

students)

Application saved but not submitted

FSA ID created by someone other than the 

applicant 

Other unresolved errors on the application

Check and re-check 

your application if 

you don't receive 

email notifications!



Financial Aid Programs



Free need-based money that doesn’t 

need to be repaid. Federal, state, and 

campus grants are available.

Free merit-based 

money that doesn’t 

need to be repaid.

A federal program that 

allows students to work on 

campus. Earnings applied 

towards tuition, fees, etc.

Fixed, low-interest rate 

money that must be repaid 

after graduating college.

Types of Financial Aid



Federal Aid

Program Award Amount Notes

Pell Grant Up to $7,395 6 years maximum

Federal Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)
Up to $4,000 For students with the highest need

Federal Work-Study Varies by school Work on or off campus!

Direct Student Loan

(Subsidized and Unsubsidized)

$3,500 to $12,500

(for undergrads)

Subsidized loans only: no interest while 

enrolled at least half-time

Parent PLUS Loan Varies
Up to Cost of Attendance (less any other 

financial aid)

TEACH Grant Up to $3,772
Requires service contract; otherwise 

converts to unsubsidized loan



Cal Grant A, B, and C Awards

• Students receive Cal Grants for a 

maximum of 4 years/400% except 

for mandatory 5-year programs or 

teacher credential programs

• Must be used at a Cal Grant 

eligible college in California

• Cal Grant A includes Tuition award

• Cal Grant B includes Tuition AND 

Access* awards

• Cal Grant C for vocational and 

technical programs; may include 

Tuition AND Books/Supplies 

awards

*Standard Access amount up to $1,648; SWD and FYA Access amounts up to $6,000

Community 

College
CSU UC

Private 

Non-Profit

Non-WASC

For-Profit

WASC 

For-Profit

CC Reserve $6,450 $14,934 $9,358 $4,000 $8,056

Community 

College
CSU UC

Private 

Non-Profit

Non-WASC

For-Profit

WASC 

For-Profit

$1,648

$6,450

+

$1,648

$14,934

+

$1,648

$9,358

+

$1,648

$4,000

+

$1,648

$8,056

+

$1,648

Community 

College
CSU UC

Private 

Non-Profit
For-Profit

B/S $1,094 N/A N/A
B/S $547

T/F $2,462

B/S $547

T/F $2,462

A

B

C



2026-2027 Income and Asset Ceilings 

• Program ceilings are based 

on income, assets and 

family size 

• If student is dependent, only 

parent's income and assets 

are used

• If student is independent, 

only student's (and spouse, 

if married) income and 

assets are used

Minimum GPA for A: 3.0

Minimum GPA for B: 2.0



Income and Asset Ceilings

*Untaxed income includes pension and IRA 

payments, child support received, interest income, 

IRA distributions, untaxed pensions, military/clergy 

allowances, veterans’ non-education benefits and 

other untaxed income.

**Taxable Income Offsets include education credits, 

child support paid, need-based employment, 

grants/scholarship aid, combat pay, etc.

CSAC uses Total Income to determine financial eligibility

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)

+ Untaxed Income* 

− Taxable Income Offsets** 

= Total Income (TI)



Cal Grant Deadlines

MARCH 2ND PRIORITY DEADLINE

• All students should apply​ by this date

• High School Entitlement award cycle

SEPTEMBER 2ND COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

ENTITLEMENT (E3) DEADLINE*
• Specifically for students enrolled at a CA Community College 

• Cal Grant A, B & C awards granted

* Foster youth can be considered for a HS Entitlement award if they apply and submit a HS GPA by 9/2.



Middle Class Scholarship (MCS)

The Middle Class Scholarship (MCS) provides 

undergraduate students, including students pursuing 

a teaching credential, with a scholarship to attend a 

University of California (UC), California State 

University (CSU) or California Community 

College Bachelor’s degree program. Students 

with family income and assets up to $250,000 may 

be eligible (for the 2026-27 academic year).

Students must meet the following requirements:

• Complete a FAFSA or CA Dream Act Application by 

the priority deadline

• California resident attending a UC, CSU or CA 

Community College Bachelor’s degree program; 

• U.S. citizen, permanent resident or meet the 

requirements for AB 540 non-resident tuition 

exemption

• Meet certain income/asset and other financial aid 

standards; maintain satisfactory academic progress; 

not be in default on a student loan; and must not be 

incarcerated.

• Students may receive the MCS award for up to 4 

years depending on education level when awarded



Programs for Foster Youth

• Adds or increases the Access 

Award

• Available at CA public 

colleges/universities and private 

non-profits

• Award amount varies based on 

enrollment level:

o Cal Grant A & B: Access 

Award of up to $6,000

o Cal Grant C: Access Award of 

up to $4,000

• Foster youth attending a CA 

community college are 

considered for a Cal Grant B 

High School Entitlement award 

when they submit an application 

by September 2nd and a high 

school GPA

• Extends maximum Cal Grant 

eligibility from 4 years/400% to 8 

years/800%

Foster Youth AccessCal Grant B for Foster Youth

Age requirements: In foster care at any time since age 13 and under age 26 at the start of the 

award year (July 1st).



Chafee Grant

• Pays $4,500 annually to help foster youth pay for college, career/technical 

school, or vocational training

• For students who lived in foster care, for at least one day, between the 

ages of 16 and 18

• Students can participate for 5 years and receive the award through age 25

• Eligible students must complete a one-time Chafee Grant Application

• Federal and state funded grant, subject to annual availability of funds

More information: csac.ca.gov/chafee

https://www.csac.ca.gov/chafee


Vocational, Occupational or Technical Programs  

• Cal Grant C: Provides free money to attend a vocational, occupational or technical program. 

Trade schools or community college vocational training courses can provide students with an 

alternative to four-year college programs. No GPA Required.

• Shorter degree pathways and potentially lower tuition costs are benefits of trade schools or by 

participating in the wide variety of certificate programs offered at all 116 California Community 

Colleges.

• Firefighting and Fire Technology

• Craft Brewing

• Engineering

• Automotive Technology

• Applied Cybersecurity

• Stem Cell and Gene Technologies
• Cloud Computing

• Culinary Arts

• Electricity and Construction Trades

• Machine Technology

• Criminal Justice

• Agriculture Science 

• Business – Sales and Marketing

• Medical Billing and Coding

• Exercise Science

• EMED: Paramedic Studies

• Family & Consumer Sciences
• Commercial Interior Design

• Fashion Design Merchandising 

• Marine Science

• Administrative Office Assistant 

• Advanced Aircraft Structures 



Helpful Tips



mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov 

WG4S Account
Creating a WebGrants 4 Students Account 

is a must for any student who is receiving 

a Cal Grant.

• Create an account after completing a 

financial aid application

• FAFSA filers: Wait 7-10 days & 

create new username/password

• CADAA filers: Wait 24 hours, 

same username/password

• Students can check the status of their 

state aid, and update demographic 

information

• Students will need to confirm their 

college of attendance 
Students can easily check on 

their award status



Student Portal Landing Page

Students who 

have difficulty with 

their WebGrants 4 

Students portal 

should contact 

Student Support 

for assistance.

MARGOT REED
105123456

studentsupport@csac.ca.gov     1-888-224-7268



WebGrants for Students

mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov

• Confirm GPA was submitted​

• Update cell phone number, e-mail address, home address 

• Verify high school graduation​

• Confirm college of attendance​ to remove the hold on your Cal Grant

• Place Cal Grant on hold (Leave of Absence)​ for up to 2 years

2025-2026 2026-2027

$6,450

https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/


Helpful Tips

• Complete your FAFSA or CADAA before the March 2nd

PRIORITY deadline!

• Apply for financial aid every year, regardless of income!

• Create a WebGrants account after you complete the 

FAFSA/CADAA to monitor your state aid status

• Check your email (including junk and spam folders) on a 

regular basis

• Don’t be afraid to ask for help! Contact your counselor, 

college financial office, or the California Student Aid 

Commission if you need assistance.

WebGrants for Students: mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov

https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/


Students can look for for private 

scholarships. There are many websites 

that allow you to search for available merit 

scholarships.

Students may want to consider working 

part-time at a company that offers college 

tuition assistance.

Students should check with local service 

organizations, credit unions and 

business organizations that may offer 

scholarships for college.

Alternative sources of financial assistance



Need Assistance?

Federal Student Aid Information Center (FSAIC)
FAFSA, FSA ID, Federal Aid

Phone: (800) 433-3243

Email: studentaid@ed.gov

Website: studentaid.gov 

California Student Aid Commission (CSAC)
CADAA, WebGrants4Students, Cal Grants

Phone: (888) 224-7268

Email: studentsupport@csac.ca.gov

Website: www.csac.ca.gov



@CASTUDENTAID

CSAC on Social Media

Instagram

instagram.com/castudentaid

Facebook

facebook.com/calstudentaid/

TikTok

tiktok.com/@castudentaid

https://linktr.ee/castudentaid
https://www.instagram.com/castudentaid/
https://www.facebook.com/calstudentaid/
https://www.tiktok.com/@castudentaid


Questions?

STUDENT SUPPORT: 888 -224-7268 |  STUDENTSUPPORT@CSAC.CA.GOV

@CASTUDENTAID




