Why Attendance Matters

Dear Families,

When students are at school every day, they learn more, feel connected, and build
stronger habits for the future. But missing just two days a month adds up to 18 days a
year (or 10%) or enough to make a big impact. This is what experts call chronic
absenteeism.

Why it matters:

+ Students who miss school regularly fall behind academically.
They may feel less connected to friends and teachers.
« Over time, attendance issues can affect graduation and future opportunities.

Why students miss school:

Absences happen for many reasons: illness, transportation or family schedules. No
matter the reason, every day of learning matters.

How families can help:

Set a regular bedtime and morning routine.
Schedule appointments outside school hours when possible.
Communicate with teachers if challenges come up.

+ Celebrate your child’s good attendance.

Our commitment:

We're here to partner with you. Together, we can help every student
succeed by making sure they are present, prepared, and ready to
learn.

Sincerely,
Sandi Renz, Assistant Principal



Was your student gone on October 7, 20257
Retakes are schedule for November 11, 2025.
If you have questions, email the Picture Lady:
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There is no school November 24 through 28,
2025. Enjoy your Thanksgiving break!



mailto:dana@thepicturelady.us

Marathon Celebrations You Make a
We celebrated all students that finished the Difference Awa rd

Marathon on October 23, 2025 at KWU. A special
shout out to Sophia X. and Brealyn V. who finished 3
marathons within the time allowed for one
marathon. Sophia is in Mrs. Walsh's fifth grade
class, and Brealyn V. is in Ms. Armstrong's fourth
grade.

We are so excited to celebrate Crystal
Jackson with a You Make a Difference
Award on October 22, 2025!

PTA Fundraiser Top 5 Winners

Top 5 Sellers from the PTA Fundraisers earned a pizza party with a
friend on October 8, 2025. Ms. Taylor's class raised the most and
earned an extra

recess.

. Mynden J.
. Sadie W.
. Evelyn B.
. CarsonR.

. Carter D.
Family Bingo night is

coming! Friday,
November 7 from 6:30
p-m. - 8:00 p.m.




LUNCH Schedule

11:06-11:26 | 2Stoss
11:09-11:29 2Wespe
11:12-11:32 | 2Xidis

12:18-12:38

11:30-11:50 O'Brien
11:33-11:53 1Grant
11:36-11:56 TLaMunyon
11:39-11:59 TWood

Preschool

Come join the Family
Thanksgiving Feast on Friday,
November 21, 2025 during your
student's scheduled lunch.

If you didn't order a meal, you are
still welcome to sit with your
student during their assigned
lunch time.

Meal orders were due by:
October 31, 2025



Thank you for taking time to share your thoughts in our Annual Parent Evaluation Survey! Your
feedback helps us grow together to make Heusner the best place to learn.

What We Heard - Strengths

Families praised Heusner’s strong sense of community, open communication, and
student-centered learning. Parents highlighted caring and skilled teachers, a welcoming
school culture, and leadership that'’s visible and approachable. Events like the Marathon, Pride
Assemblies, and family nights were celebrated for building connection and pride in our
school.

Growth Areas & Next Steps
Parents expressed a desire for:

+ More ongoing communication about student progress throughout the year
+ Recognition for students who consistently meet expectations
+ Continued opportunities for fun, family-centered events

Thank you for partnering with us—together, we make Heusner a place where every child can
learn, grow, and shine!
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PTA DQ Reading & Math Family Night
Fundraiser! Join us for the Family

Reading & Math Night on W
December 4, 2025 from

Join us on November 11, 2025 at DQ 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
(1000 Buckeye Ave) from 4:00 p.m. to There will be Mooseltoe's
7:00 p.m. Teachers will be there to stem challenges, family
greet you! math games, cookie

decorations, book walk, music and prizes!
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The fifth-grade music curriculum focuses on mastering the ukulele.
Students are considered successful when they can:

+ ldentify the four strings in correct order

+ Hold the ukulele properly

+  Strum with a consistent beat while transitioning smoothly
between the C7, F, and C chords

In fourth grade, students are engaged in learning to read and
identify notes on the treble clef. They have created their own
mnemonic phrases to remember the lines E-G-B-D-F, supplementing
the familiar "Every Good Boy Does Fine." Their progress is assessed
through their ability to:

Read and play the notes B-A-G on the recorder with a musical tone
« Hold the recorder correctly, with the left hand on top and the right hand on the bottom
« Ensure complete coverage of the tone holes

The third-grade music program includes a focus on
performance skills, in preparation for their upcoming
program on November 13, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. Success
criteria for these students include:

+ Matching pitch accurately with a pleasant singing
voice

+ Demonstrating the attributes of a good performer
within a group or ensemble

« Maintaining personal space and demonstrating
self-control during choreography rehearsals

Music classes for kindergarten through second grade
emphasize maintaining a steady beat, both with
instruments and vocal performances.




Senior Activity Pass
Information

Community members age 65 and older are invited to
pick up a free Senior Pass from the district office.
This pass provides complimentary admission to
most regular-season athletic events and district
activities throughout the year.

Please note that the Senior Pass is not valid for
events held at Tony’s Pizza Events Center or Kansas
Wesleyan University.

To receive your pass, please visit the District Office,
1511 Gypsum Ave., in person during regular
business hours. For more information, call (785)
309-4700.

Building
Bridges 2025

Join us for Building
Bridges 2025, an
event connecting

businesses, families,

students, and

educators to

celebrate Career and

Technical Education (CTE) in USD 305.

community members, ia

When: Tuesday, November 11, from
3:30-5:00 p.m.

Where: South High School, 730 E.
Magnolia Rd.

We're Grateful for You!

As we head into Thanksgiving Break (November 24-28), we're
thankful for our amazing students, families, and staff who help

make every school day count.

Did you know that consistent attendance helps students feel
connected, reduces stress, and builds a sense of belonging?

SALINA
Public Schools

Greatness GROWS
when you're HERE!

Every school day offers valuable opportunities to learn, grow,

and connect.

Let's keep showing up and growing together! If your family or
child needs support, please reach out to your building’s social

worker for assistance.

Greatness Grows When You're Here, and we can't wait to see everyone back on Monday, December 1,

2025.




3  Site Council-12-1:00 p.m. 13 Grade 3 Program 6:00 p.m.
3 PTA Meeting 7:00 p.m. 17 Kindergarten Authentic

7 Family Bingo Night 6:30-8:00 p.m. Presentations 3:10 p.m.

11 Picture Retakes 24-28 No School-Thanksgiving Break

11 DQ Night 4:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m.

Contact Us

Lori Munsell - Principal

Sandra Renz - Assistant Principal

Melissa Williams - Lead Admin. Assistant
Main Office Phone Number: 785-309-4200

#HeusnerPride
#305GrowsGreatness

ﬂ School Website

é District Website

Unified School District #305 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs and
activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Any person having inquiries concerning Unified School District #305 compliance with the
regulations implementing Title VI, ADA, Title IX, or Section 504 is directed to contact the Unified School District #305 Executive Director of Human Resources, P.0. Box 797, Salina, Kansas

67402, 785-309-4726.


https://www.facebook.com/HeusnerElementary
http://www.305heusner.com
http://www.usd305.com
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