
ARTS, A/V TECHNOLOGY & COMMUNICATIONS 
The Arts, A/V Technology & Communications Career Cluster focuses on careers in designing, 

producing, exhibiting, performing, writing, and publishing multimedia content including  

visual & performing arts/design, journalism, and entertainment services. Careers in the Arts, 

A/V Technology & Communications Career Cluster require a creative aptitude, a strong 

background in computer and technology applications, a strong academic foundation, and 

a proficiency in oral and written communication. 
 

Graphic Design & Interactive Media 
The Graphic Design & Interactive Media program focuses on opportunities related to  

designing graphics to meet specific commercial photography needs, such as packaging, 

displays, or logos. The program of study includes designing clothing and accessories,  

creating special effects, animation, or other visual images using film, video, computers, or 

other electronic tools and media for use in computer games, movies, music videos, and 

commercials. 

Graphic Design & Interactive Media Course Pathway 

Investigation  Principles of Arts, A/V Technology &  

Communications 

Navigation  Commercial Photography I 

 Graphic Design & Illustration I 

Preparation  Commercial Photography II + Lab 

 Graphic Design & Illustration II 

Application  Practicum in Commercial Photography 

 Practicum in Graphic Design 

 Career Prep for Program of Study 

ALIGNED OCCUPATIONS 

July 2025 

ALIGNED ENDORSEMENT: Successful completion of the Graphic Design & Interactive Media program of study fulfills the  

requirements of the Business & Industry endorsement. 

WORK-BASED LEARNING  

 Shadow an art director 

 Intern in a marketing &            

communications department 

EXPANDED LEARNING  

 Student Television Network       

participation 

 SkillsUSA or TSA participation  

INDUSTRY-BASED  

CERTIFICATIONS 

 Adobe Photoshop 

 Adobe Illustrator 

 Adobe InDesign 

 

POSTSECONDARY LEARNING 

Apprenticeship 

 Graphic Designer 

Associate Degrees 

 Graphic Designer/Digital Arts 

Bachelor’s Degrees 

 Web, Digital/Multimedia &         

Information Resources Design 

 Design & Visual Communications 

Master’s, Doctoral & Prof. Degrees 

 Game & Interactive Media Design 

 Animation Interactive Technology, 

Video Graphics, & Special Effects 

Stackable IBCs/Licensures 

 Certified Textile Designer (CTD) 

Graphic Designers 

 Median Wage: $50,973 

 Annual Openings: 1,766 

 10-year Growth: 10% 

 

Art Directors 

 Median Wage: $81,926 

 Annual Openings: 619 

 10-year Growth: 18% 

 

Web and Digital Interface  

Designers 

 Median Wage: $67,379 

 Annual Openings: 1,119 

 10-year Growth: 57% 



Graphic Design & Interactive Media Course Details 

COURSE 
GRADE 

LEVEL 
PREREQUISITES 

COURSE CODE 

BISD CODE 

COURSE CREDIT 

ALIGNED IBC CAMPUS 

Principles of Arts, A/V 

Technology &  

Communications * 
(Level 1) 

9-12 None 

13008200 

27349 

1 credit 

 

BHS 

LBHS 

BNT 

Commercial  

Photography I  
(Level 2) 

10-12 

Recommended pre– 

or co-requisite:  

Principles of Arts, A/V 

Technology &  

Communications 

13009100 

27380 

1 credit 

 
BHS 

LBHS 

Graphic Design &  

Illustration I* 
(Level 2) 

10-12 

Recommended pre– 

or co-requisite:  

Principles of Arts, A/V 

Technology &  

Communications 

13008800 

27370 

1 credit 

 

BHS 

LBHS 

BNT 

Commercial  

Photography II + Lab 

(Level 3) 

(Outside of class work  

required) 

(2 credit course  

scheduled for 1 period) 

11-12 
Commercial  

Photography I 

13009210 

27382 

2 credits 

Adobe Photoshop 
BHS 

LBHS 

Graphic Design &  

Illustration II 
(Level 3) 

10-12 
Graphic Design &  

Illustration I 

13008900 

27375 

1 credit 

Adobe Photoshop 

BHS 

LBHS 

BNT 

Practicum in  

Commercial  

Photography 
(Level 4) 

12 
Commercial  

Photography II 

13009250 

47385 

2 credits 

Adobe Photoshop 

Adobe InDesign 

BHS 

LBHS 

Practicum in Graphic 

Design & Illustration 
(Level 4) 

12 Graphic Design II 

13009000 

47370 

2 credits 

Adobe Illustrator 

Adobe Photoshop 

BHS 

LBHS 

BNT 

Career Preparation for 

Program of Study*  
(Level 4) 

(Related job placement 

required—10 hrs/wk) 

12 

2+ courses for 2+  

credits (with level 2 or 

higher course) in 

aligned POS 

12701121 

27516 

2 credits 

 

BHS 

LBHS 

BNT 

Extended Career  

Preparation for  

Program of Study*  
(Level 4) 

(Related job placement 

required—15 hrs/wk) 

12 

2+ courses for 2+  

credits (with level 2 or 

higher course) in 

aligned POS 

12701141 

27517 

3 credits 

 

BHS 

LBHS 

BNT 

Belton ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in its programs or activities. The following person has been designated to handle 

inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Title IX Coordinator  І  400 N. Wall Street, Belton, TX 76513  І  254.215.2078  І  casandra.spearman@bisd.net  

*Course is included in additional programs of study. 
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Graphic Design & Interactive Media Course Descriptions 

Principles of Arts, A/V 

Technology &  

Communications 

Careers in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications Career Cluster  

require a creative aptitude, a strong background in computer and technology  

applications, a strong academic foundation, and a proficiency in oral and written  

communication. Within this context, students will be expected to develop an  

understanding of the various and multifaceted career opportunities in this cluster and  

the knowledge, skills, and educational requirements for those opportunities. 

Commercial  

Photography I 

Careers in commercial photography require skills that span all aspects of the industry 

from setting up a shot to delivering products in a competitive market. In addition to  

developing knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, Audio/Video  

Technology, and Communications Career Cluster, students will be expected to develop 

an understanding of the commercial photography industry with a focus on creating 

quality photographs. 

Graphic Design &  

Illustration I 

Careers in graphic design and illustration span all aspects of the advertising and visual 

communications industries. Within this context, in addition to developing knowledge and 

skills needed for success in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and Communications  

Career Cluster, students will be expected to develop an understanding of the industry 

with a focus on fundamental elements and principles of visual art and design. 

Commercial  

Photography II + Lab 

Careers in commercial photography span all aspects of the industry from setting up a 

shot to delivering products in a competitive market. In addition to developing advanced 

technical knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, 

and Communications Career Cluster, students will be expected to develop an  

advanced technical understanding of the commercial photography industry with a  

focus on producing, promoting, and presenting professional quality photographs. 

Graphic Design &  

Illustration II 

Careers in graphic design and illustration span all aspects of the advertising and visual 

communications industries. Within this context, in addition to developing advanced  

technical knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, 

and Communications Career Cluster, students will be expected to develop an  

advanced understanding of the industry with a focus on mastery of content knowledge 

and skills. 

Practicum in Commercial 

Photography 

Careers in commercial photography span all aspects of the industry from setting up a 

shot to delivering products in a competitive market. In addition to developing advanced 

technical knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, 

and Communications Career Cluster, students will be expected to develop an ad-

vanced technical understanding of the commercial photography industry with a focus 

on producing, promoting, and presenting professional quality photographs. 

Career Preparation for  

Program of Study 

Career Preparation I provides opportunities for students to participate in a work-based 

learning experience that combines classroom instruction with business and industry  

employment experiences. The goal is to prepare students with a variety of skills for a 

hanging workplace. Career preparation is relevant and rigorous, supports student  

attainment of academic standards, and effectively prepares students for college and 

career success. 
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Graphic Design & Interactive Media Course Descriptions 

Practicum in Graphic  

Design & Illustration 

Careers in graphic design and illustration span all aspects of the advertising and visual 

communications industry. Within this context, in addition to developing technical 

knowledge and skills needed for success in the Arts, Audio/Video Technology, and  

Communications Career Cluster, students will be expected to develop a technical  

understanding of the industry with a focus on skill proficiency. Instruction may be  

delivered through lab-based classroom experiences or career preparation opportunities. 

Career Preparation for  

Program of Study 

Career Preparation I provides opportunities for students to participate in a work-based 

learning experience that combines classroom instruction with business and industry  

employment experiences. The goal is to prepare students with a variety of skills for a 

hanging workplace. Career preparation is relevant and rigorous, supports student  

attainment of academic standards, and effectively prepares students for college and 

career success. 


