
Board Notes: Oct. 22, 2025

Financial Audit: The superintendent spoke to the board regarding excess
expenditures in the 2024-2025 budget. As part of his presentation, he
reiterated that the district is taking the issue very seriously and that
forensic auditors hired by the district, as well as internal auditors, are
reviewing the situation and will present their findings soon. He also
introduced John Belmonte, of Belfor Long Island, who is serving as the
district’s acting assistant superintendent for finance and management
services. Belmonte indicated that he has reviewed the 2024-2025 budget
and expenditures and has determined that the district’s $3.49 million
overage is largely due to unanticipated costs related to transportation and
special education and that no fraud was found during his initial
investigation. He is also working to revise the district’s internal financial
review process to ensure that this issue does not happen again. The issue,
he said, appears to be isolated to the 2024-2025 school budget and was not
apparent in prior years.   

Fall Sports: The superintendent said the fall sports season is in full swing,
with the girls varsity volleyball team earning a spot in the playoffs, the
football team expected to make the playoffs and the boys golf team having
made their first Suffolk County Team Championship appearance since 2022.
Individual accomplishments include golfer Justin Sorrentino finishing All-
County and All-League with one of the top stroke averages in the county.
Additionally, wrestler Camryn Howard earned the title of No. 1 high school
wrestler in the nation in the 157-pound weight class following a last-minute
victory over the country’s top-ranked competitor at FloWrestling’s “Who’s
Number One” card at Xtream Arena in Iowa.

Middle School Students of the Month: The superintendent extended
congratulations to the students who were named Students of the Month at
Bellport Middle School. He said it is great to see students recognized for
their achievements. 
College Fair: The superintendent said the high school’s guidance
department held a successful college fair, with more than 90 college
representatives on hand to talk to students about academics and campus
life. 

Superintendent Antonio Santana provided the following report at the Oct. 22 BOE meeting:

Discussion from the Board

PEAK Music Students: The superintendent congratulated the seven Frank
P. Long Intermediate School students who were selected to attend the
Suffolk County Music Educators Association PEAK Festival. 

Student Advisory Meetings: The superintendent said he held his first
Student Advisory Meeting at the high school, during which he heard from
students on a variety of topics, including the district’s personal electronic
device policy. Students indicated that they are spending more time talking
to each other. He plans to hold a similar meeting at the middle school with
students. 

Hispanic Heritage Month: The superintendent said students across the
district marked Hispanic Heritage Month through a variety of activities. At
Frank P. Long Intermediate School, for example, students participated in a
wax museum where they emulated famous historic figures and read their
biographies in English and Spanish. At Bellport Middle School, students
enjoyed a special dance presentation.

Northwell Health Partnership: Mr. Santana reminded the community that
the South Country School District has a partnership with Northwell Health
to provide mental health workshops for parents and support for students in
times of distress. 

Fun Run: The superintendent said the annual Chavious Scholarship Fun
Run was a huge success, with funds raised for senior scholarships.  

Thank You, Board of Education: In recognition of School Board
Appreciation Week, the superintendent thanked the members of the Board
of Education for all the work that they do. 

Follow South Country: A full list of accounts can be found on the district’s
website at www.southcountry.org/resources/social-media.

 

Superintendent's Report

To view the full Board actions, presentations and public comments,
please visit the BOE dropdown menu on the District's website. 

Streamed meetings via YouTube can be accessed on the District's
YouTube channel or via the BOE Streamed Meetings link on the

District's website. 

The next meeting of the
Board of Education is

scheduled for
Nov. 12, 2025

Presentation: The Board of Education heard a presentation by Jaclyn
O’Hagan, assistant superintendent for curriculum, instruction and
accountability, regarding testing data. The presentation included test
results from New York State assessments and Advanced Placement
exams. Ms. O’Hagan indicated that the district has made impressive
strides, with higher rates of proficiency in ELA and math in grades 3-5
and in ELA in grades 6-8. There has also been significant growth for ELL
and world languages 

at the secondary level, as well as a 100% pass rate for AP Art at the high
school. Additionally, the high school graduation rate has increased 5%
over last year. Ms. O’Hagan anticipates that growth will continue with an
increased focus on literacy across all grades, as well as the future
implementation of new graduation tracks. She also reiterated the
importance of students taking state exams. To view the presentation,
visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-r0s8aF0S0.
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