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The Continuum of Services
★ Regular Education - Differentiated instruction

★ Regular Education - WIN Block

★ Regular Education - MTSS – Tier I, Tier II, Tier III

★ Special Education

★ Section 504

★ Idea Program



Differentiated Instruction
★Teachers deliver standards-based lessons that address the class as a 

whole.

★As the students work independently, the teacher will match their 
instruction to the individual needs of students.  This can be done 
through working with small groups of students on the same 
concept,one-on-one conferring, tailored assignments, etc.  

★Other types of differentiation include: visual, auditory, or kinesthetic 
supports for different types of learners, preferential seating, flexible 
seating, movement breaks, timers, etc.



What I Need Block (“WIN Block”)

★ 30 minute block per day where no new instruction occurs

★ Students are often working on different work, depending on 

their needs (e.g. developing a writing piece, practicing math 

fact fluency, working on a science challenge, etc.)

★ Teachers work with small groups of students to provide 

support, reinforcement/practice, or extension during this time





MTSS: Multi-Tiered System of Support

Tier 1 Tier II
(Tier I interventions continue)

Tier III
(Tier I interventions continue)

Location: In Class In MTSS Room In MTSS Room

Provider: Classroom Teacher Math/Literacy Specialist Math/Literacy Specialist

Type of 
Instruction:

Differentiated general 
education approaches 
focused on a specific 
goal

Targeted Interventions using 
specialized materials focused on 
the same area of need as Tier 1

Targeted Interventions using 
specialized materials focused on the 
same area of need as Tier 1

Frequency: 2-3x/six days 3-4x/six days 4-6x/six days



Special Education
Special Education is: 

★instruction or programming provided to students who have an identified 
disability, and who are not responding to previous levels of tiered support

★ that significantly impacts their performance in school

★ and which requires specialized instruction in order for them to access the 
general education curriculum



Special Education: Specialized Instruction

★When a child qualifies for special education, an Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP) is developed for that child.

★The IEP has goals and objectives targeted to areas of concern. The IEP is 
written for a one-year time frame.

★Accommodations/Modifications necessary to support the child in the 
general education environment are identified and included in the IEP.

★Specialized services are then designed to address the goals and objectives.  

*Specialized services can be provided by:  a special education teacher, a speech and language pathologist, a 
school psychologist, an occupational therapist, a physical therapist, or other specialized service provider.



Section 504

★ Section 504 is a part of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 which requires that the 

needs of students with mental or physical impairments be met as adequately as 

the needs of students without impairments are met.

★To qualify for a 504 Plan, a student must:

○Have a mental or physical impairment that substantially limits one or more 

major life activity

○Have a record of such an impairment

○Be regarded as having such an impairment



Idea Program/Gifted Support
★ The Idea Program is a program that supports students who have been identified as 

gifted through the district’s identification process.

★ Students may be referred for gifted identification by teachers and/or parents at 

designated times during the school year.  A district Planning and Placement Team 

(PPT) then reviews each individual student profile to determine whether each 

student qualifies for gifted program services. 

★ Once identified, students who are eligible for the gifted program receive support for 

90 minutes per 6-day cycle from a teacher of the gifted.



Thank you!

Questions???


