
 

 

 

Paradise Valley Unified School District | School Council Minutes 

School Council Meeting 
Date: October 23, 2025 

Time: 3:30 p.m. 

Location: Desert Shadows Elementary School 

Facilitator: Bryan Cunningham, Principal​ 

Committee Members Present: 

●​ Support Staff  Representative – Patricia Noack, Administrative Assistantl 

●​ Certified Staff Representative – April Padilla Gladden, Kindergarten Teacher 

●​ Certified Staff Representative – Susan Francis, 1st Grade Teacher 

●​ Parent Representative – Justin Rice, Parent of 1st and 2nd Grader 

●​ Parent Representative – Heather Villarruel, Parent of Kindergartner and 3rd Grader 

●​ Community Member Representative – Julie Simpson 

 

Purpose: Provide a positive and safe school community, where all students obtain higher level, 

innovative, and career readiness skills through an integrated curricular approach. 

Outcomes: All questions and concerns were addressed and positive feedback provided. 

 

Agenda/Minutes 
A.​ 3:30-4:30 Welcome 

1.​ District and School Updates 

a)​ District Leadership Update - Current Superintendent is on leave.  Dr 

Corson (Assistant Superintendent of Secondary Education) is the Acting 

Superintendent.  The temporary change does not really impact 

elementary schools.  We should know towards the end of the semester 

what the plan going forward will be.  

b)​ Model School Ceremony - students were so well behaved.  Student 

Council President, Aiden K. gave a speech and suzuki strings played a 

song and the students sang along.  

(1)​ Keychain, Special JAWSome, Banner 

c)​ Dress Up Day 

(1)​ October 30th- On dress up day, students must follow all school 
dress code guidelines. In addition, their dress up outfit must not 
include any gore, weapons, masks, blow ups, or anything that 

 



 
 

 
 

would scare a preschooler/kindergartener.  
d)​ Defining JAWS Ambassadors and Expectations - PBIS Committee and 

staff brought their ideas to the topic.  JAWS Ambassadors are held to a 

high standard. There is a three strike rule to maintain the JAWS 

Ambassador position unless something serious such a Major Infraction 

occurs that requires immediate removal.  

Strike 1: Student receives one Think Tank (minor) and conversation is 

had with teacher and TSS 

Strike 2: Student receives another Think Tank and conversation with 

parents, teacher, and TSS 

Strike 3: Student receives 3rd Think Tank and loses privilege of being 

Jaws Ambassador and teacher choses next Jaws Ambassadors. TSS 

makes final removal decision. 

If a student receives a Conduct/Office Referral/Major Infraction, 

students have the possibility of immediate removal of their position 

If a student receives a Conduct/Office Referral/Major Infraction, 

students have the possibility of immediate removal of their position. 

K-3 teacher chooses JAWS Ambassador 

4-6 students give speech and peers give feedback on a piece of paper, 

but decision ultimately based on ODRs, minors, attendance, grades, and 

overall behavior, votes will be taken to the TSS and Homeroom teacher 

who will make the final decision. 

School Council committee voted to approve the updated policy.  

e)​ Feedback on the beginning of the year - Frustrations with the end of day 

parking lot stress and lack of supervision during dismissal 

f)​ STUCO Update - Finished Boo Gram Sales- did well but still had some 

left.  Collected 200+ pounds in the 1st 2 months.  With 1,000 pounds we 

get a school bench.  The 1st STUCO Gives Back is for Desert Tails.   

g)​ Conference Week Coming 

h)​ A+ School of Excellence 

2.​ Tax Credit Approval 

B.​ 4:30 Good of the order 

1.​ School Council Member Statements -  

2.​ Public Statements 

C.​ Next Meeting 11/177 

 

 



 
 

 
 

The next meeting will be November 17, 2025 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:40  p.m. 
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