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UPCOMING EVENTS >>>

October 29, 2025
Picture Retakes

November 3, 2025
Murray PACT Meeting
5:00pm — 6:30pm

November 6, 2025
End of First Quarter

November 7, 2025
No School for Students — Professional
Day

November 13, 2025
Murray PTO Meeting
6:00pm — 7:15pm

November 17, 2025
Famous Dave’s Fundraiser
12:00pm — 8:00pm

November 27-28, 2025
No School — Thanksgiving Break

Not all classrooms have walls. Anonymous

Speaking of classrooms without walls, we are so happy to share that our very first Washington
D.C. field trip was a success! Murray had 49 students, 5 teachers and 3 family members attend
this wonderful experience. Despite the government shutdown, our Pilots were able to take in a
rich journey that had them visiting the following sites and historical venues —

. Holocaust Museum

. Howard University

. African American Civil War Memorial
. Vietham Memorial

. Lincoln Monument

. Gettysburg and Gettysburg College

. Catoctin Mountain Orchard

. US Capitol, US Supreme Court

. Library of Congress

10. Ford's Theatre

11. Jefferson Monument

12. Arlington National Cemetery

13. 9/11 Memorial

14. Washington Monument

15. World War 1and World War 2 Memorials
16. MLK Monument

17. Vietnam Soldier Memorial

18. Vietnam Nursing Memorial

19. White House
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Wow! Needless to say, when they returned, everyone was exhausted! Thank you for all that
helped to organize and support this amazing event that created lifelong memories and stretched
the learning beyond our classroom walls. Stay tuned for potential 26/27 school year
opportunities.

We had a huge turnout for fall conferences. It was great to see so many families engaging with
our teachers. We do acknowledge that it can be challenging to see all of the teachers that you
are planning to connect with due to the finite amount of time we have for our conferences. | want
to reiterate that ALL of our teachers are ready and willing to connect with our families if they
missed you during conferences. All families need to do is reach out to your child’s teacher via
email or phone and request a follow up. Educating our Pilots is a partnership and we want to
make sure that we are supporting each and everyone of our families. So, please reach out if you
missed someone or feel you need a deeper follow up!

Celebrations:

#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Steinhoff would like to celebrate Pae’Sience Anderson. Pae’Sience
has been an excellent leader in WEB so far this year. She has grown into her abilities to have fun,
be a leader and make school a fun place for everyone. It's been enjoyable to see her making
gains in her goals with academics and sports. Thank you for being an enthusiastic addition to our
Murray community!

#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Nalepka would like to celebrate Stefany Albarracin Pinto for all of
her hard work in class and working so well with others. She always has a happy positive attitude!
Way to go Stefany!

Your Co-Pilot,

Jamin McKenzie
Principal, Murray Middle School
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Sixth Grade

English Language Arts with Ms.
Carter:

In 6" Grade Readers Workshop, we
are working on interpreting character
and setting in our independent
reading books, as well as
reading Rain is Not My Indian Name,
by Cynthia Leitich Smith.

In Writers Workshop, we are
practicing writing 5 paragraph
argument essays, starting with an
essay about their favorite dessert.

MN Studies with Ms. Atchison and
Mr. Kareem:

Students have been learning about
early Dakota history (before the
1800s). Students read value stories
to better understand an important
value in early Dakota -culture.
Students learned about jobs in early
Dakota history and considered how
seasons influenced early Dakota
housing and lifestyles.

Seventh Grade

English Language Arts with Ms.
Steinhoff:

Ms. Steinhoff's 7t grade students are
working on analyzing the identity of
different authors' perspectives and
how that shapes their writing.
Together we have created identity
statements (a claim) and we are now
working on putting together evidence
from the various texts as well as how
to include strong reasoning to
support their statements. Soon,
students will be working on a
summative assessment where they
will use all of their gained knowledge
from this unit and show what they
know! Lastly, students were given
their FAST reading scores as well as
their Lexile scores. They then used
these to think about how they are (or
are not!) challenging themselves with
their books. Ask your student what
they are reading, and encourage
them to read at home as well
Practice makes “perfect", and
spending extended periods of time
engaging in reading at home can
support students in making massive
gains in their reading skills!

American  Studies  with  Ms.
Newman and Ms. Atchison:
Seventh grade history is continuing
to learn about the US Civil War
focusing on the 54th Massachusetts,
the Battle of Gettysburg, and the
daily life of soldiers and nurses. After
the Civil War, we will be learning
about Reconstruction and rebuilding
after a deadly and destructive four-
year long war.

Personal Finance

Personal Finance with Mr. Gravert:
In personal finance class, we're
building essential life skills! We
recently wrapped up an insightful unit
on consumerism, learning how to
be smart shoppers and adopt best
practices for spending our money
wisely. Now, we're diving into the
critical topic of budgeting, where
students will learn to create and
maintain a spending plan that helps
them reach their financial goals.
When creating a budget, two great
tips are to track every expense for a
month before setting categories to
see where your money really goes,
and to always allocate funds for
savings first, treating it like a non-
negotiable bill. This new unit will
equip students with the tools they
need for a financially stable future.

Athletics
Winter Sports: Boys’ Basketball,
Girls’ Basketball & Wrestling!!

Practice: Monday — Thursday
3:15 - 4:45

Please register on Arbiter:
https://students.arbitersports.c
om/st-paul-murray-middle-
school

Gratitude

The Murray Middle School Staff
would like to extend their sincere
gratitude to Anita Severt, Nia
Anderson, The PTO, and the
countless number of parents who
brought, served, and donated food
and drinks to us during Family
Teacher Conferences. The
generosity of the Murray community
was amazing! Thank you! It was
greatly appreciated.

Spirit Wear

https://www.threadartmn.com/s
howrooms.htm

Yearbook

Yearbook Photo Share

Share photos from activities, events,
clubs, etc.

The yearbook staff will review all
photos and determine final yearbook
content. We cannot guarantee that
all submissions will be used. Please
do not use photos with filters, logos,
or hand gestures. Please do not use
screenshots or watermarked photos.
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The easiest way to buy a yearbook is
to purchase it online at:

https://www.jostens.com/year
books/high-school-
yearbooks.html
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Hil My name is Lizzi Kyser and | am
thrilled to be joining Murray Middle
School this year teaching English as a
Second Language (ESL).

Even though this is my first year as a
teacher in St. Paul, | have been teaching
since 2006. My most recent experience
was teaching Reading Interventions in
Apple Valley. Before that, | taught EL and
Reading in Roseville. My family and I live
right here in St. Paul, so | am so happy to
finally be teaching at “home.” My kids are
in 5th grade and 2nd grade and attend
Adams Spanish Immersion. As a family,
we enjoy hiking and boating. | also like to
read, garden and bike.

Switching from elementary to middle
school has been an exciting change for
me. | love the independence the kids
show and the way they are growing into
the people they want to become. | look
forward to learning and growing with this

year.

Attendance

Student absences/tardies may be
submitted  through the parent
campus, emailed or phoned into the
attendance line:

murrayattendance @spps.org
651-744-5223

Please state the student's name,
grade, date and the reason for the
absence/tardy.

Email or call each day the student is
absent. If a phone call is made by a
parent or legal guardian, then no
written note is required as follow-up.
You may also send a note with your
child to bring to the office explaining
their absence if you are not able to
call.

If your child needs to leave early for
an appointment, send a note with
your child to bring to the office that
morning. They will then receive a
pass to leave and be able to meet
you in the office at the appointed
time. A parent or legal guardian must
come in to the office to sign the
student out.

Please remember if your child will be
out for an extended period of time
due to a family event, have your child
come to the office for an ‘application
for special leave”.

Extended Day Learning

Murray EDL Registration Form

EDL Cooking Class

EDL would love to start a cooking
class if anyone is interested in
helping.

Donor's Choose link for Murray EDL
Cooking class

Picture Day

School Pictures are Ready!

View and order at
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login

¢ MURRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL
e Event Code: FE33325

jHola! jMucho gusto!

My name is Ms. Sari, and | am an EL
Teacher at Murray and | teach English
language and academic writing classes. |
am excited to support language learners of
all levels in developing their reading and
writing abilities, conversational language
skills, and supporting content
comprehension and academic language
development in the areas of Science and
Math.

This is my fifth year as an EL teacher.
Prior, | worked supporting students with
special needs, and as a college and career
access secoach with nonprofits in St. Paul.
| have experience working with students
from kindergarten through high school, and
have spent most of my time in Middle
School classrooms.

One space | love to be when | am not at
school, is in museums, theaters and
libraries. | believe that art and storytelling is
a powerful tool to build community and
compassion and to create change. | also
love to be out riding the bike trails, digging
around in my garden, or hanging out by a
lake when the weather is nice.

One fun fact about me is that | am bilingual!
| speak English and Spanish, and didn’t
start learning until 1 was an adult. You
are never too old to begin learning a new
language, and, as | tell my students-being
multilingual is a super-power!

| am grateful every day that | get to work
with students as they learn English and |
look forward to a wonderful year with
Murray Middle!
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Counselor Corner & Mental Health Corner

As we get closer to the end of Quarter 1 (November 6) - please log into Schoology and check your child’s grades
with them. They should know how to navigate their courses and see what is missing. Often missing work is the
reason for lower grades.

e Schoology: https://schoology.spps.org/ (grades, classes, coursework, missing assignments)

e Campus: https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal /parents/stpaul.jsp (schedule, bus,
attendance, etc.)

e Here is the link to a webpage that has tutorials about how families can access and use Schoology and
Campus: https: //www.spps.org/about/departments/infinite-campus/campus-parent-information

e Directlink to schoology tutorial: https://youtu.be/f6-
FofTJESE?list=TLGGx1ANmM6Za9gUzMDA5MjAyNA

Academic Resources outside of school:

o Homework Centers at the Libraries: List of Locations and Hours found
here: https://sppl.org/homework/
e Brainfuse HelpNow: Brainfuse App with St. Paul Library Card - go here to download
app: https://sppl.org/resources/homework-help/
o Live Tutoring everyday 1-11:00pm
o English and Spanish

Community mental health resources:

o Ramsey County Children’s Mental Health Collaborative: (800) 565-2575
o En Espafiol: https://www.rccmhc.org/espanol

o Ramsey County Youth Mental Health Crisis Team: 651-266-7878

e Ramsey County Adult Mental Health Crisis Team: 651-266-7900

Therapy/counseling services with LifeStance:

e Ifyou are interested in your child seeing our school-based Mental health therapist, Ms. Rachel Howard,
through our partnership with LifeStance, please contact your child’s school counselor. Rachel is at
Murray every day and can have therapy appointments during the school day!

Holiday/Winter Support

As we are closer to the holiday season, please let Ms. Revermann or Ms. Engelstad know if you could support
families who could use a little extra love and care during the holiday season in the form of financial assistance or
help getting presents and resources to their children. You can also let us know if you are in need of some extra
help over the holidays and we will try our best!

e Ramsey County info: https://www.ramseycountymn.gov/your-government/volunteer/holiday-
sponsorship-program

o Ramsey County Resource Search Tool: https://www.rccmhc.org/search-tool

e United Way "First Call for Help" - Dial 211 to find out about programs in your area, regardless of
where you live
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Counselor Corner & Mental Health Corner

Coats, Hats, Mittens Donation
We are always in need of new or gently used/clean jackets, coats, mittens, and hats for our students. If you would
like to donate any, please contact one of our social workers or counselors. We greatly appreciate it!

8th grade families:

The PreK-12 School Choice Fair will be held on Saturday, December 13, 2025, from 9:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. at the Saint
Paul RiverCentre (175 East Kellogg Blvd). Attend the fair to learn more about SPPS schools, programs and services,
and ask questions about selecting a school for 2026-27.

Every Meal
We have a partnership with EveryMeal and students can pick up free food bags to take home. More information
and sign up on the link here or QR Code: https://forms.gle/JYus6pV3yRTN7ByQ6
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IT'S TIME FORYOU TO
BE A STAR PLAYER!

REGISTER FOR GIRLS
BASKETBALL OR
WRESTLING NOW!

SEASON STARTS
NOVEMBER 10™, 2025

PRACTICES & GAMES
MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY

3:15 - 4:45

REGISTRATION
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ber 4, 2025 INVEST IN OUR COMMUNITY.

Paniic enescs

Saint Paul Public Schools’ mission is to inspire students to think
critically, pursue their dreams and change the world. To continue
providing high-quality education for our 33,000+ students,
we are asking the community to vote on an operating levy on
November 4, 2025. If passed, this funding will help protect our
challenging and engaging academic programs so every student
can access the opportunities they deserve.

Learn more at
spps.org/vote

Tiv thaiv lawv lub neej tom ntej. Ngis peev rau hauv peb lub zej zos.

Xees Phos Tsoom Fwv Tsev Kawm Ntawv txoj hauj lwm yog txhawb cov tub nixhais
kawm ntawv kom muaj lub laj lim tswv yim xav tob, raws lawv zaj npau suav thiab hloov
ub ntiaj teb. Yuav kom peb 33,000 tawm tus tub ntxhais kawm ntawv tau txais kev
kawm zo0 txuas ntxiv, peb xav thov kom cov neeg hauv zej zos pab tawm suab
pom 200 rau txoj kev nrhiav nyiaj thaum lub Kaum Ib Hlis tim 4, 2025. Yog dhau ces
cov nyiaj no yuav pab tau peb lub nra hnyav thiab muaj khoos kas kawm zoo kom txhua
tus tub nixhais kawm ntawv tau txais txoj kev kawm zoo raws li lawv tsim nyog tau. Mus
saib kom paub ntxiv nyob rau hauv spps.orgivote.

Proteja su futuro. Invierta en nuestra comunidad.

La mision de las Escuelas Piiblicas de Saint Paul es inspirar a los estudiantes a pensar critica-
mente, perseguir sus suefios y cambiar el mundo, Para continuar brindando una educacion
de alta calidad a nuestros mas de 33,000 estudiantes, solicitamos a la comunidad que
vote sobre un impuesto operativo el 4 de noviembre, 2025. De aprobarse, este financia-
miento ayudaré a proteger nuestros programas académicos desafiantes y atractivos para que
cada estudiante pueda acoeder a las oportunidades que merece. Obtenga més informeacion en
spps.orglvote.
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llaali mustagbalkooda. Maalgeli bulshadeena.
Himilada Dugsiyada Dadweynaha Saint Paul waa in ardayda lagu dhiimigefiyo inay si goto
dheer u fekeraan, riyooyinkooda raacaan, 0o adduunka beddelaan. Si aan u sii wadno bix-
inta waxbarasho tayo sare leh oo loogu talagalay ardaydeena oo ka badan 33,000, wax-
aan bulshada ka codsaneynaa inay ka codkooda bixiyaan kusaabsan arrinta cashuurta
hawigalka (operating levy) maalinta 4-ta Nofembar 2025. Haddii la ansixiyo, maalgelintan
waxay caawin doontaa laalinta bamaamijyadeenna taclimeed ee adag soo jidashana leh si
arday kasta uu u helo fursadaha uu xaqa u leeyahay.
Wax dheeraad ka baro: spps.orgivote.
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Roseville!

Eat to support
Murray Parent Teacher Organization

¥ 20% Donated Back
ﬁ Monday, November 17th / 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM

b - 4 RSVP below
Famous Dave's

groupraise.com/events,/313157 2131 Snelling Avenue, Roseville

Powered by

GroupRaise




New! Dail Id Entree tions at Middle Schools

Starting Monday, October 27, new cold entree options will be available at lunch.

1. Mixed Berry Yogurt Parfait (daily)

o Vanilla yogurt layered with a mix of blueberries and strawberries,

served with cinnamon granola topping
2. Salad of the Day (rotating weekly)

o Chicken Caesar Salad- Seasoned chicken strips on romaine lettuce,
with parmesan cheese, caesar dressing, and croutons, served with
dinner rolls

o Southwest Chicken Salad- Seasoned chicken bites on romaine
lettuce, with black beans, com, shredded cheddar cheese, and
ancho chipotle dressing, served with dinner rolls

All entrees include milk and a selection of fruits and vegetables from our choice
bar.

Students can choose these entrees for free as part of their daily lunch. If
selecting in addition to a hot entree, it must be purchased through a SchoolCafe
account for $4.50.




TIshiab! Cov zaub mov txias uas muaj txhua hnub
nyob rau hauv cov tsev kawm ntawv theem nrab

Pib hnub Monday, Lub Kaum HIi tim 27 mus, peb yuav mug| ib co zaub mov txias
tshiab rau thaum ngj sus.

1. Mixed Berry Yogurt Parfait (muaj txhua hnub)
o Vanilla yogurt uas mugj ib txhee txiv blueberries thiab txiv pos
nphuab nrog cinnamon granola

2. Saladntawm hnub ntawd (hloov tkhua lub lim tiam)
o Chicken Caesar Salad - Ngaij gaib nrog zaub xam lav, thiab
parmesan cheese, caesar dressing, thiab croutons, nrog ncuav ci
o Southwest Chicken Salad - Ngaij gaib nrog zaub xam lav, noob taum
dub, pob kws, cheddar cheese, thiab ancho chipotle dressing, nrog
ncuav ci

Tag nrho cov Zaub mov muaj mis nyuj thiab muaj ntau yam txiv hmab txiv ntoo

thiab zaub nyob rau ntawm peb ghov chaw uas muaj khoom noj ntau yam rau tib
neegq xaiv.

Cov tub ntxhais kawm muaj peev Xxwm xaiv tau cov Zaub mov no coj mus noj
dawb raws li ib feemn ntawm lawv cov Zaub mov su txhua hnub. Yog tias xaiv ib
gho zaub mov sov ntxiv, ces yuav tsum them $4.501os ntawm tus account noj
mov hu ua SchoolCafe.
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Cusub! Doorashooyinka maalinlaha ah ee cuntada
gabow ee Dugsiyada Dhexe

Laga bilaabo Isniinta, Oktoobar 27, ikhtiyaarrada cuntooyinka gabow ee cusub
ayaa la heli doonaa qadada.

1. Berry Yogurt Parfait (maalin walba)
o Yogurt Vanilla oo ay ku jiraan blueberries iyo strawberries, oo lagu
kabay dusha sare ee granola gorfe
2. Salad ee maalinta (wareeg toddobaadle ah)
o Salad Digaag leh- Digaag la dubay oo salaar romaine leh, oo
parmesan, iyo croutons, oo lagu daray duubo rooti ah
o Salad Digaag Koonfur-Galbeed- Hilib digaag oo la shiilay oo ku jira
salaar romaine, oo leh digir madow, galley, farmaajo la jarjaray, iyo
ancho chipotle, oo lagu daray duubo rooti ah.

Dhammaan cuntooyinka waxaa la socda caano iyo xulashada oo khudaarta laga
soo xulay baarkeena doorashada.

Ardaydu waxay ku dooran karaan cuntooyinkan bilaash ah gayb kamid ah
gadadooda maalinlaha ah. Haddii la dooranayo marka lagu daro cuntooyinka
kulul, waain lagu gataa koontada SchoolCafe $4.50.




iNuevo! Opciones de platos frios en las escuelas
inftermedias

A partir del lunes 27 de octubre, habra nuevas opciones de platos frios
disponibles en el almuerzo.

1. Parfait de yogur de frutos rojos (todos los dias)

o Yogur de vainilla en capas con una mezcla de arandanos y fresas,

servido con cobertura de granola y canela.
2. Ensalada de dia {cambia semanalmente)

o Ensalada César de pollo- Tiras de pollo sazonadas sobre lechuga
romana, con queso parmesano, aderezo César y crutones, servidas
con panecillos

o Ensalada de pollo Southwest - Bocados de pollo sazonados sobre
lechuga romana, con frijoles negros, maiz, queso cheddar rallado y
aderezo de chipotle, servidos con panecillos

Todas los platos incluyen lechey una seleccion de frutas y verduras de nuestra
barra de eleccion.

Los estudiantes pueden elegir estos platos frios de forma gratuita como parte de
su almuerzo diario. Si eligen un plato caliente adicional, deben comprarlo a
través de una cuenta de SchoolCafe por $4.50.
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SPPS Parent Guide to Sch

Welcome to Schoology! This guide will help parents and guardians understand what
Schoology is a nd how to use it You @ n find out more at the Schoobgy Help Center
website at support.schoology.com

What Is Schoology?

Schookgy isanonline Llearning Manage ment System that helps you stay infarmed about your
student’s classes, assignments and grades. You can use Schoology to:

* Viewyour student’s Courses andGroups

& Viewyour student’s Upcoming, current a ndoverdie assignments

# Monitor schoolandecourse announcements

® Stay involvedin your student’s education

How to Access Schoology

* Goto sppsorg/onestopandclick on Schookgy.
& LUseyourOne Stopusername | gh##dE | and password that you received in the mail to log in.
*  [fyou don't have your One Stop username, contact your school's frant office forassista nee.

Using Your Parent/Guardian Schoology Account

RETT 1 T LT T

1 View ing your child’s activity
Clic kon the dropdown menu armow in the up per-right correr of youraocount rext o your rame. Se lect
wour child's rame to view account acthvity .

o e

'ﬂ‘ Both parerts and students have sepamte Horme Pages. Similar to Face book, the Home Page & the fist
place a wer lards after logging into Schoo logy. Here, you'll see allevents, activities or updates that have
taken place,

Coumes

He e youwill fird allyourchild’s acade mic couses leted ina pulldown menu.
Clickona course tosee mone info rmat ion, detaik or ass ignme rits.

G ups
Groups are most often wsed forinformation, activities, or special interests. Forexample, your child righit
b= largg o an at hlete tearm that maintaire a Schoolegy G eup. Groups do not Bsue gades.

MNote: Guardians are only able to see their own student’s Schoology account, Courses and
Groups. They are not able to jpinother Courses ar Groups, or post comments, or s2e other
student information.
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Mavigating Stude nt Schoology Accounts:
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Use the keft menu to quickly view specific informationabout your student’s Schookgy
Activity:
Summary: Click to see anoverview of your student's coursssandgrades (Enrollments in
the centercolumn), or notifications about grades on indivicual assignments (Student
Activity in the middle column).
Grades: Review your stident’s grades for all courses.
Mastery: If your student's schoolaligns materials to st nch rels and learning objectives, you
mncheck progress here.
Calendar: Clickto viewa calendarof pastand upcoming events anda ssignments. Events
andassignments inthe near futureare alsa listed in the Upcoming column on the right.
Messages: Parents do not have access to Messages.

Select Enrollments in the center calumn to seea list of your student’s cument course s, a lbng with
theirgrade. The grade may not ke displayedwhile the colrse is in progress,as in the grade column for
LS. History in the mmple above. Click onan individual course to see grades forassignments, tests,
and discussions.

Here under Groups, youcan e a list of your student’s Schoology Groups. Groups can be usedfora
variety of activities, from school projects to extrmcurriculartea ms andclubs,

The Recent Grades/Attendance s=ction displays your student’s recent grade. Attendance is not

acked in Schoology . Please refer to eck on attendance.

The Overdue section displys a listof course materials your student did nottum in by the due date.

The Upcoming section displysa list of your student’s upcoming assignments and events.

il Paal Saint Paul Public Schools ISD#E25 « Office of Teaching & Learning * December 2016




