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October 29, 2025 
Picture Retakes 
 
November 3, 2025 
Murray PACT Meeting 
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
November 6, 2025 
End of First Quarter 
 
November 7, 2025 
No School for Students – Professional 
Day 
 
November 13, 2025 
Murray PTO Meeting 
6:00pm – 7:15pm 
 
November 17, 2025 
Famous Dave’s Fundraiser 
12:00pm – 8:00pm 
 
November 27-28, 2025 
No School – Thanksgiving Break 
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Not all classrooms have walls.  Anonymous 

 
Speaking of classrooms without walls, we are so happy to share that our very first Washington 
D.C. field trip was a success!  Murray had 49 students, 5 teachers and 3 family members attend 
this wonderful experience.  Despite the government shutdown, our Pilots were able to take in a 
rich journey that had them visiting the following sites and historical venues –  
 

1. Holocaust Museum 

2. Howard University 

3. African American Civil War Memorial 
4. Vietnam Memorial 
5. Lincoln Monument  
6. Gettysburg and Gettysburg College 

7. Catoctin Mountain Orchard 

8. US Capitol, US Supreme Court 
9. Library of Congress  
10. Ford's Theatre 

11. Jefferson Monument 
12. Arlington National Cemetery 

13. 9/11 Memorial 
14. Washington Monument 
15. World War 1and World War 2 Memorials 

16. MLK Monument 
17. Vietnam Soldier Memorial 
18. Vietnam Nursing Memorial 
19. White House   
 
Wow!  Needless to say, when they returned, everyone was exhausted!  Thank you for all that 
helped to organize and support this amazing event that created lifelong memories and stretched 
the learning beyond our classroom walls.  Stay tuned for potential 26/27 school year 
opportunities. 
 

We had a huge turnout for fall conferences.  It was great to see so many families engaging with 
our teachers.  We do acknowledge that it can be challenging to see all of the teachers that you 
are planning to connect with due to the finite amount of time we have for our conferences.  I want 
to reiterate that ALL of our teachers are ready and willing to connect with our families if they 
missed you during conferences.  All families need to do is reach out to your child’s teacher via 
email or phone and request a follow up.  Educating our Pilots is a partnership and we want to 
make sure that we are supporting each and everyone of our families.  So, please reach out if you 
missed someone or feel you need a deeper follow up! 

 

Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Steinhoff would like to celebrate Pae’Sience Anderson. Pae’Sience 
has been an excellent leader in WEB so far this year. She has grown into her abilities to have fun, 
be a leader and make school a fun place for everyone. It’s been enjoyable to see her making 
gains in her goals with academics and sports. Thank you for being an enthusiastic addition to our 
Murray community! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Nalepka would like to celebrate Stefany Albarracin Pinto for all of 
her hard work in class and working so well with others. She always has a happy positive attitude! 
Way to go Stefany! 

 
Your Co-Pilot, 
 

Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 

 

https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click


  

 
 

 

American Studies with Ms. 
Newman and Ms. Atchison: 
Seventh grade history is continuing 
to learn about the US Civil War 
focusing on the 54th Massachusetts, 
the Battle of Gettysburg, and the 
daily life of soldiers and nurses. After 
the Civil War, we will be learning 
about Reconstruction and rebuilding 
after a deadly and destructive four- 
year long war. 

 
Personal Finance 

 
Personal Finance with Mr. Gravert: 
In personal finance class, we're 
building essential life skills! We 
recently wrapped up an insightful unit 
on consumerism, learning how to 
be smart shoppers and adopt best 
practices for spending our money 
wisely. Now, we're diving into the 
critical topic of budgeting, where 
students will learn to create and 
maintain a spending plan that helps 
them reach their financial goals. 
When creating a budget, two great 
tips are to track every expense for a 
month before setting categories to 
see where your money really goes, 
and to always allocate funds for 
savings first, treating it like a non-
negotiable bill. This new unit will 
equip students with the tools they 
need for a financially stable future. 

 
Athletics 

Winter Sports: Boys’ Basketball, 
Girls’ Basketball & Wrestling!! 
 
Practice: Monday – Thursday 
3:15 – 4:45 
 
Please register on Arbiter: 

https://students.arbitersports.c
om/st-paul-murray-middle-
school 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Gratitude 
 

The Murray Middle School Staff 
would like to extend their sincere 
gratitude to Anita Severt, Nia 
Anderson, The PTO, and the 
countless number of parents who 
brought, served, and donated food 
and drinks to us during Family 
Teacher Conferences. The 
generosity of the Murray community 
was amazing! Thank you! It was 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Spirit Wear 
 

https://www.threadartmn.com/s

howrooms.htm 

 
Yearbook 

 
Yearbook Photo Share 

 
Share photos from activities, events, 
clubs, etc. 
 
The yearbook staff will review all 
photos and determine final yearbook 
content. We cannot guarantee that 
all submissions will be used. Please 
do not use photos with filters, logos, 
or hand gestures. Please do not use 
screenshots or watermarked photos. 

 

 
 
The easiest way to buy a yearbook is 
to purchase it online at: 

https://www.jostens.com/year
books/high-school-
yearbooks.html 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sixth Grade 
 

English Language Arts with Ms. 
Carter: 
In 6th Grade Readers Workshop, we 
are working on interpreting character 
and setting in our independent 
reading books, as well as 
reading Rain is Not My Indian Name, 
by Cynthia Leitich Smith.  
 
In Writers Workshop, we are 
practicing writing 5 paragraph 
argument essays, starting with an 
essay about their favorite dessert. 

 
MN Studies with Ms. Atchison and 
Mr. Kareem: 
Students have been learning about 
early Dakota history (before the 
1800s). Students read value stories 
to better understand an important 
value in early Dakota culture. 
Students learned about jobs in early 
Dakota history and considered how 
seasons influenced early Dakota 
housing and lifestyles. 
 

Seventh Grade 
 

English Language Arts with Ms. 
Steinhoff: 
Ms. Steinhoff's 7th grade students are 
working on analyzing the identity of 
different authors' perspectives and 
how that shapes their writing. 
Together we have created identity 
statements (a claim) and we are now 
working on putting together evidence 
from the various texts as well as how 
to include strong reasoning to 
support their statements. Soon, 
students will be working on a 
summative assessment where they 
will use all of their gained knowledge 
from this unit and show what they 
know! Lastly, students were given 
their FAST reading scores as well as 
their Lexile scores. They then used 
these to think about how they are (or 
are not!) challenging themselves with 
their books. Ask your student what 
they are reading, and encourage 
them to read at home as well. 
Practice makes "perfect", and 
spending extended periods of time 
engaging in reading at home can 
support students in making massive 
gains in their reading skills! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://students.arbitersports.com/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://students.arbitersports.com/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://students.arbitersports.com/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.threadartmn.com/showrooms.htm__;!!LSatmg!6dEU4UhSqxEp8ilS21HiZ5tEKWK06VSHbtQxWq97fV60DrCM_IWEsD4gj1pTkO1PW2En_PDy-w3PKvlRR0V6OUOrg6mIHA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.threadartmn.com/showrooms.htm__;!!LSatmg!6dEU4UhSqxEp8ilS21HiZ5tEKWK06VSHbtQxWq97fV60DrCM_IWEsD4gj1pTkO1PW2En_PDy-w3PKvlRR0V6OUOrg6mIHA$
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html


  

Staff Spotlight 

 
 
¡Hola! ¡Mucho gusto!  
 
My name is Ms. Sari, and I am an EL 
Teacher at Murray and I teach English 
language and academic writing classes. I 
am excited to support language learners of 
all levels in developing their reading and 
writing abilities, conversational language 
skills, and supporting content 
comprehension and academic language 
development in the areas of Science and 
Math. 

 
This is my fifth year as an EL teacher. 
Prior, I worked supporting students with 
special needs, and as a college and career 
access secoach with nonprofits in St. Paul. 
I have experience working with students 
from kindergarten through high school, and 
have spent most of my time in Middle 
School classrooms. 
 
One space I love to be when I am not at 
school, is in museums, theaters and 
libraries. I believe that art and storytelling is 
a powerful tool to build community and 
compassion and to create change. I also 
love to be out riding the bike trails, digging 
around in my garden, or hanging out by a 
lake when the weather is nice. 
 
One fun fact about me is that I am bilingual! 
I speak English and Spanish, and didn’t 
start learning until I was an adult. You 
are never too old to begin learning a new 
language, and, as I tell my students-being 
multilingual is a super-power! 
 
I am grateful every day that I get to work 
with students as they learn English and I 
look forward to a wonderful year with 
Murray Middle! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Staff Spotlight 

 
 
Hi! My name is Lizzi Kyser and I am 
thrilled to be joining Murray Middle 
School this year teaching English as a 
Second Language (ESL).  
 

Even though this is my first year as a 
teacher in St. Paul, I have been teaching 
since 2006. My most recent experience 
was teaching Reading Interventions in 
Apple Valley. Before that, I taught EL and 
Reading in Roseville. My family and I live 
right here in St. Paul, so I am so happy to 
finally be teaching at “home.” My kids are 
in 5th grade and 2nd grade and attend 
Adams Spanish Immersion. As a family, 
we enjoy hiking and boating. I also like to 
read, garden and bike. 
 

Switching from elementary to middle 
school has been an exciting change for 
me. I love the independence the kids 
show and the way they are growing into 
the people they want to become. I look 
forward to learning and growing with this 
year.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance 
 
Student absences/tardies may be 
submitted through the parent 
campus, emailed or phoned into the 
attendance line: 
murrayattendance@spps.org 
651-744-5223  
Please state the student’s name, 
grade, date and the reason for the 
absence/tardy. 
 
Email or call each day the student is 
absent. If a phone call is made by a 
parent or legal guardian, then no 
written note is required as follow-up. 
You may also send a note with your 
child to bring to the office explaining 
their absence if you are not able to 
call. 
 
If your child needs to leave early for 
an appointment, send a note with 
your child to bring to the office that 
morning. They will then receive a 
pass to leave and be able to meet 
you in the office at the appointed 
time. A parent or legal guardian must 
come in to the office to sign the 
student out. 
 
Please remember if your child will be 
out for an extended period of time 
due to a family event, have your child 
come to the office for an ‘application 
for special leave”. 
 

Extended Day Learning 
 

Murray EDL Registration Form 
 

EDL Cooking Class 
 

EDL would love to start a cooking 
class if anyone is interested in 
helping. 
Donor's Choose link for Murray EDL 
Cooking class 

 
Picture Day 

 
School Pictures are Ready! 
 
View and order at 
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login 
 

• MURRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

• Event Code: FE33325 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:murrayattendance@spps.org
https://forms.gle/tEaeuuqX4nXZPutWA
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/whisk-it-up-help-our-students-learn-to/9746719/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=sendFriend&utm_campaign=tpc_complete&utm_term=teacher_10274193&rf=sendFriend-dc-2025-09-tpc_complete-teacher_10274193&challengeid=22559478
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/whisk-it-up-help-our-students-learn-to/9746719/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=sendFriend&utm_campaign=tpc_complete&utm_term=teacher_10274193&rf=sendFriend-dc-2025-09-tpc_complete-teacher_10274193&challengeid=22559478
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login


  

Counselor Corner & Mental Health Corner 
 

As we get closer to the end of Quarter 1 (November 6) - please log into Schoology and check your child’s grades 
with them. They should know how to navigate their courses and see what is missing. Often missing work is the 
reason for lower grades.  
 

• Schoology: https://schoology.spps.org/ (grades, classes, coursework, missing assignments) 
• Campus: https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp (schedule, bus, 

attendance, etc.) 
• Here is the link to a webpage that has tutorials about how families can access and use Schoology and 

Campus: https://www.spps.org/about/departments/infinite-campus/campus-parent-information 
• Direct link to schoology tutorial: https://youtu.be/f6-

FofTJESE?list=TLGGx1ANm6Za9gUzMDA5MjAyNA  

Academic Resources outside of school: 

• Homework Centers at the Libraries: List of Locations and Hours found 
here: https://sppl.org/homework/   

• Brainfuse HelpNow: Brainfuse App with St. Paul Library Card - go here to download 
app: https://sppl.org/resources/homework-help/  

o Live Tutoring everyday 1-11:00pm  
o English and Spanish 

Community mental health resources:  

• Ramsey County Children’s Mental Health Collaborative: (800) 565-2575  
o En Español: https://www.rccmhc.org/espanol  

• Ramsey County Youth Mental Health Crisis Team: 651-266-7878 
• Ramsey County Adult Mental Health Crisis Team: 651-266-7900 

Therapy/counseling services with LifeStance: 

• If you are interested in your child seeing our school-based Mental health therapist, Ms. Rachel Howard, 
through our partnership with LifeStance, please contact your child’s school counselor. Rachel is at 
Murray every day and can have therapy appointments during the school day!  

Holiday/Winter Support  
As we are closer to the holiday season, please let Ms. Revermann or Ms. Engelstad know if you could support 
families who could use a little extra love and care during the holiday season in the form of financial assistance or 
help getting presents and resources to their children. You can also let us know if you are in need of some extra 
help over the holidays and we will try our best!  

• Ramsey County info: https://www.ramseycountymn.gov/your-government/volunteer/holiday-
sponsorship-program  

• Ramsey County Resource Search Tool: https://www.rccmhc.org/search-tool 
• United Way "First Call for Help" - Dial 211 to find out about programs in your area, regardless of 

where you live 

 

 

  
 

 

https://schoology.spps.org/
https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp
https://www.spps.org/about/departments/infinite-campus/campus-parent-information
https://youtu.be/f6-FofTJESE?list=TLGGx1ANm6Za9gUzMDA5MjAyNA
https://youtu.be/f6-FofTJESE?list=TLGGx1ANm6Za9gUzMDA5MjAyNA
https://sppl.org/homework/
https://sppl.org/homework/
https://sppl.org/resources/homework-help/
https://www.rccmhc.org/
https://www.rccmhc.org/espanol
https://www.ramseycountymn.gov/your-government/volunteer/holiday-sponsorship-program
https://www.ramseycountymn.gov/your-government/volunteer/holiday-sponsorship-program
https://www.rccmhc.org/search-tool


  

 

Counselor Corner & Mental Health Corner 
 

Coats, Hats, Mittens Donation 
We are always in need of new or gently used/clean jackets, coats, mittens, and hats for our students. If you would 
like to donate any, please contact one of our social workers or counselors. We greatly appreciate it!  
 
8th grade families:  
The PreK-12 School Choice Fair will be held on Saturday, December 13, 2025, from 9:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. at the Saint 
Paul RiverCentre (175 East Kellogg Blvd). Attend the fair to learn more about SPPS schools, programs and services, 
and ask questions about selecting a school for 2026-27.  
 
Every Meal 
We have a partnership with EveryMeal and students can pick up free food bags to take home. More information 
and sign up on the link here or QR Code: https://forms.gle/JYus6pV3yRTN7ByQ6  

 
 

https://forms.gle/JYus6pV3yRTN7ByQ6


  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 


