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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD 

GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 
MEETING MINUTES 

May 8, 2025 
 
The Grand Forks School Board Government Affairs Committee met on Thursday, May 8, 2025, with Josh 
Anderson as chairperson. 
 
Committee Members Present: Josh Anderson, Dr. Terry Brenner, and Brandon Baumbach.  
 
Committee Members Absent: Amber Flynn, Jay Kleven, Dr. Catherine Gillach, and Matt Bakke. 
 
Others Present: Senator Jonathan Sickler, Senator Scott Meyer, Representative Eric Murphy, Eric Ripley, 
and Cindy Johnson, Executive Secretary. 
 
 
A quorum was not present. 
 
Call to Order. 
The meeting was called to order at 8:02 a.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes. 
No action was taken on the minutes due to a lack 
of quorum. 
 
Legislative Wrap-up. 
A discussion was held about the difficulty in 
finding a meeting time that worked with the 
legislators’ schedules, and when legislators were 
available to attend, it was beneficial to the 
conversation. 
 
A discussion continued about the most efficient 
and effective communication methods with 
legislators. 
 
Legislators discussed how public education was 
beaten up several times during the session and 
how they went out of their way to defend it. 
 
Baumbach discussed the 3% cap and its 
potential impact on school districts. Legislators 
acknowledged that tweaks would be needed in 
connection with property tax reform and 
encouraged school district administrators to 
reach out and share both the intended and 
unintended consequences of the legislation. 
 
Legislative Management should be contacted to 

know what studies are scheduled, or to lobby for 
a position or study to be completed. 
 
Senator Meyer left the meeting at 8:28 a.m. 
 
Next Meeting Date. 
No date was scheduled for the next meeting. 
 
Adjournment. 
There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 8:32 a.m. 
 
 
APPROVED  _______________________________  
 (Date) 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Josh Anderson, Meeting Chair 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager 


