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ECS T urf Athletzc Complex

By Mark ] Ward, Interim Supermtendent

or the last several months
F we have been exploring the
feasibility of proposing an “ECS
Sports Complex” and taking it before
the community for a vote. The complex
will have fields for soccer, football,
softball and baseball while using our
existing locker rooms. The football/
soccer field will have lights (using
the lights donated by Nick Pitillo in
memory of his brother Frank).

Like any project it often goes back to
the question “How much will it cost™?

We believe that a capital project in

the neighborhood of $8,000,000 and
$9,000,000 will provide the necessary
funds to see the project to completion.

Throughout our discussions we are
trying to find a balance for the right
facilities at a price our local taxpayers
can afford. The Board has no intention
of proposing a capital project that is
unnecessary or unaffordable.

Why?

» Itis a great investment in our
school and our community

» We believe that our student
athletes should be able to enjoy
the kind of facilities so many
of our neighboring school
communities already have
(Salamanca, Cattaraugus-Little
Valley, Allegany-Limestone, Olean,
Randolph, Pioneer and North
Collins)

» Little League Football and
community Youth Soccer, Little
League Softball and Baseball
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Continued from previous page

programs will all be able to use the
facilities for practice and games

» Gym classes will be able to go
outside and use the facilities on
many additional days throughout
the year, which is a big plus for our
student’s health and fitness.

> Due to harsh weather in our area,
turf fields are better than natural
grass

» After school hours, community
members will also be able to use
the facilities

Where will the fields be located/What
is included?

» The fields will all be inter-
connected and located between the
press box and the playground

» The current football field will be
lowered 3-4’ and the material will
be used to level the entire area

> The field will be shifted south so
the press box is located in the
center of the football/soccer field

» Lighting will have to be rearranged
to light a larger area (regulation
soccer field is 50 yards wider than
a football field).

» There will be an asphalt walkway
around the entire facility that can
be used for walking

> The facility will have three
scoreboards, fencing around the
perimeter of the fields, outfield
collapsible fencing, new backstops,
bleacher pad, underground
infrastructure for future lighting
expansion

Is it affordable?

The school owns roughly 157.9 acres
including the school, bus garage,
athletic fields and undeveloped forest
land. The Board is exploring the
possibility of selling approximately
120 acres to the Win-Sum Ski Corp
(Holiday Valley)

We are projecting a $8,000,000-
$9,000,000 capital project with the
project funded through state aid,
capital reserve funds, funds from the
sale of property and timber and a small
tax increase.

By using the funds generated by the
sale of the property and timber sales,
the school and community will have

something to “show for” the sale. The
money will be used to directly reduce
the local tax effort for the turf fields.
Using the money to simply reduce
taxes over a period of time will leave us
with nothing tangible to show for the
money.

How much will it cost?

It is too early in the process to be able
to provide firm numbers since we have
no concrete numbers for the potential
sale of the district property and timber.
Without those numbers known it is
impossible to project exact numbers at
this time.

However, by taking a large sampling
of district residents who are property
owners, we estimate that the average
true value of a home in our school
district to be around $200,000 to
$270,000.

With only projected costs at this
time, we are estimating the average
increase to be roughly 3 pizzas a
year or less than 20 cents a day to the
average homeowner. Some could be
higher or lower based on the true
value of your home/property.

IMPORTANT DATES

Novembher 11, 2025
School Closed
VETERAN'’S DAY

November 20th, 2025
2 Day For Stuc_lenlss PreK- 12th (noon

dismissal)
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

November 25th, 2025
2 Day For Students PreK- 12th
[noon dismissal)

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

November 26- 30th, 2025
School Closed
THANKSGIVING RECESS
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You're invited to our

Careers in Motion
& Open House

Wednesday, October 29th
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
CA BOCES CTE Center
at Ellicottville

This is a valuable chance to
explore career options, build
connections, and take the next step
toward your future. Don’t miss it!

Who Should Attend?

o CTE Students, Friends, and Families

« High School Juniors and Seniors
from Partnering Districts

o Community members are welcome!

Bring your resume!
Great opportunities for
internships, careers, and

What to Except: new pathways

« Connect with industry professionals
& local businesses hiring for full- o SkillsUSA - Fundraiser!
time, part-time, & seasonal positions Culinary delights by Chef

. Meete ’;rte;(ci:;}ll?;(s)ns & learn about their Brushin gh am & her
appr .

« Explore trade schools, tech programs, Cuhnal:y Program Student (=W~

Professionals!

and universities

QF‘ SRP Recognition Dayﬁ
= | s | -:- ﬁ

OUR WQ}RK November 18, 2025 is School-Related Professionals Recognition

MAKES i l Day in New York State. “It is a well-deserved honor for the hard

& o working women and men who do so much to help transport, educate,

\ 1 SCHOOL and feed our children, as well as keep our schools clean, safe, and

& keeping the offices running smoothly”. Ellicottville Central School has
RU N @ \ a great group of SRP’s, and they do an awesome job! Thank you!

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Ellicottville Central

NYSSMA News

Isabella Wilder, a junior at
Ellicottville Central High School,
has been selected to participate in
the prestigious NYSSMA Conference
All-State Mixed Chorus. Her
selection follows an outstanding
performance at the NYSSMA solo
festival held in Salamanca this past
May, where she received a perfect
score of 100 on a Level 6 vocal solo—
the highest level of difficulty.

Isabella’s achievement places her
among the top high school soprano
vocalists in New York State, and she
will represent her school and region
at the New York State School Music
Association Winter Conference in
December of this year.

L

Jadyn Nevins and Isabella Wilder,
juniors at Ellicottville Central School,
recently participated in a New York
State School of Music Association’s
Solo Festival, held at Salamanca

High School this past May. Both
students earned high scores on their
soprano vocal solos, showcasing their
exceptional musical talent.

As a result of their outstanding
performances, Jadyn and Isabella
were selected to perform in the Area
All-State Treble Choir, which features
top student vocalists from across the
Western New York region.

The festival will take place this
November at SUNY Fredonia.

Congratulations to Jadyn and Isabella
on this impressive achievement!

Ethan’s Bills Spirit Shines Bright

co Bils

By Randi Metzger

Ellicottville Central School is proud to
celebrate Ethan, a creative and resilient
student whose artwork has inspired
our community. Ethan, who has faced
many medical challenges, discovered
his love of drawing at just three years
old. Art has helped him relax and stay
positive throughout his treatments.

Recently, Ethan designed a Buffalo
Bills themed tee shirt inspired by his
dad’s love for the team. His design is
now being made into merchandise,
with part of the proceeds being
donated to Oishei Children’s Hospital,
which has played an important role in
his care.

Ethan’s strength, empathy, and
creativity shine through everything he
does. We are so proud of him for using
his talents to make a difference. Way to
go, Ethan and GO BILLS!
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ELLICOTTVILLE CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS PRESENT

Roald Dahl’s

SOMETIMES YOU Have 10

BE ALITTLE BITNAUGHTY
IFYOUWanTTo

B CHanGe YOUR STORY

Beginning November 5* & 6" @ 6:30 PM

Ellicottville Central, November 5t

& 6™ — Ellicottville’s Streets will be
filled by the smell of rebellion when
Ellicottville Middle School Drama
students in Ellicottville presents Roald
Dahl’s Matilda The Musical JR., it was
announced today by Drew Cohen,
president and Chief Executive Officer
of Music Theatre International. Based
on the beloved book “Matilda” by
Roald Dahl and adapted from the
award-winning full-length musical,
Roald Dahl's Matilda The Musical JR.
tells the story of an extraordinary girl
who, armed with a vivid imagination
and a sharp mind, dares to take a stand

Ellicottville Middle School

Presents

ROALD DAHL

atilda

NOVEMBER 5TH & 6TH 2025 - 6:30 PM
TICKETS: $6

Book by
DENNIS KELLY

Director - Crystal M. Wilder

Choreographer - Meghan Emborsky

Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical JR.

“MEETING THE CHALLENGE”

Music & Lyrics by
TIM MINCHIN

Vocal Director - Wendy Burch

and change her own destiny.

“One of my favorite moments early

on in the show is when Matilda sings,
‘Even if you are little you can do a lot.
It's such a powerful reminder for each
of us, tall and small, to take ownership
in how we can create our reality,”
says Cohen. “Through the process of
putting on this musical, these students
are doing just that: they are joining
together and working hard to create
this extraordinary event for their
community. We think they deserve a
standing ovation for all their work,” he
adds.

Ellicottville Middle School Drama club
presents Roald
Dahl's Matilda The
Musical JR. on
November 5" & 6"
at 6:30 PM in THE
WARD. Tickets are
$6 at the door.
Those who attend
just may receive
the biggest hug

in the world, one
that even might
hug all of the air
out of them.

Roald Dahl’s
Matilda The
Musical JR. is
adapted from
the full-length
musical which
was based on
the book by
Roald Dahl, and
features a book
by Dennis Kelly
and music and
lyrics by Tim
Minchin. The
show opened on
the West End in
2011 and made
its Broadway
premiere in

rrangeme

2013. The musical earned seven Olivier
Awards, including “Best New Musical,”
and five Tony awards, including The
Tony for “Best Book of a Musical.”

Matilda, a little girl with astonishing
wit, intelligence and psychokinetic
powers, lives with cruel parents who
find her to be a nuisance, a lousy little
worm, and a bore. When Matilda enters
her first term at school, she captures
the attention of Miss Honey, a kind
teacher, and the two form a wonderful
friendship. Unfortunately, the school

is ruled by a tempestuous and mean
headmistress named Miss Trunchbull,
who hates children and delivers

cruel and unjust punishments to all

her charges. Matilda is determined

to change her story, but will her
cleverness and courage be enough to
withstand the reign of Miss Trunchbull?

ECS 6™ — 8™ grade students involved in
this musical are:

Emmary Adcock, Kallen Allard, Violet
Bly, Liam Daniels, Oliver Daniels,
Evelyn Earley, Jaelyn Eganski, Lauren
Emborsky, Lillian Farnham, James
Helie, Arianah Kelley, Jack Kerns,
Jaxon Helie, Mason LaCroix, Quinnley
LaCroix, Reagan Pawlowski, Simone
Phillips, Mason Puszcz, Emmit Pierce,
Aliya Mendell, Kenzie Mendell, Juliet
Ross, Paisley Rublee, Theron Rust,
Chloe Samborski, Caroline Sun, and
Anna Zeher.

Roald Dahl’s Matilda The Musical JR. is presented through
special arrangement with and all authorized materials

are supplied by Music Theatre International 423 West
55th Street, New York, NY 10019, 212-541-4684, mtishows.
com.

Music Theatre International (MTI) is one of the world’s
leading theatrical licensing agencies, granting theatres
from around the world the rights to perform the greatest
selection of musicals from Broadway and beyond. Founded
in 1952 by composer Frank Loesser, and orchestrator Don
Walker, MTl is a driving force in advancing musical theatre
as a vibrant and engaging art form.

MTI works directly with the composers, lyricists and book
writers of these musicals to provide official scripts, musical
materials and dynamic theatrical resources to over 70,000
professional, community and school theatres in the US and
in over 60 countries worldwide.

MTl s particularly dedicated to educational theatre,

and has created special collections to meet the needs

of various types of performers and audiences. MTI’s
Broadway Junior® shows are 30- and 60-minute musicals
for performance by elementary and middle school-aged
performers, while MTI’s School Editions are musicals
annotated for performance by high school students.

MTI maintains its global headquarters in New York City
(mtishows.com), with additional offices in London (MTI

Europe: mtishows.co.uk, mtishows.eu), and Melbourne
(MTI Australasia: mtishows.com.au).
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* HEALTHY
FOOD

Great Valley Food Pantry
Hours

ﬂ)

Valley Food Pantry is open each Thursday from
3:00 - 7:00 pm.
e are no Saturday hours at this time.

NHS/ECOLOGY CLUB

POINSETTIA SALE!

Please place all orders by Friday, November 8th. Make checks payable to
Ellicottville Central School. Orders will be available for pick up in the high school ~

cafeteria on Tuesday, December 4th after 12 pm. Color choice will be subject to - &
availability. Some colors may need to be substituted, depending upon demand.

(7

National Honor Society Cost | How Many Total Due 1 »3 =
Mrs. MelissaReedy  oqogpon | simoo A&
Ellicottville, NY 14731 White (6.5" pot) $17.00

Picasso (B8.5" pot) $17.00

Jingle Bells (6.5" pot) | $17.00

Total Amount Due

Customer Name

Phone Number

Seller's Name

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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WHILE WE DO OFFER (1) FREE
BREAKFAST & (1) FREE LUNCH N
TO ALL STUDENTS PRE-K-12™
GRADE, IT IS NECESSARY FOR— .
US TO CONTINUE TO HAVE '
PARENTS/GUARDIANS FILL
OUT THE FREE & REDUCED
FORMS.

If you have any questions, please reach out to
Vicky Williams at 716-699-2316 ext. 1403

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Letter to Parents for School Meal Programs

Dear Parent/Guardian:

All children in the school will receive meals at no charge regardless of household income or completion of this form. However, families are strongly
encouraged to complete and submit the Free and Reduced-Price application as this form is used to determine eligibility benefits for State and federal
funding/programs.

Below are common questions and answers to help with the application process.

1.

DO | NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No. Complete one Application for all children in the household and
return to: Vicky Williams, 5873 Route 219, Ellicottville, NY 14731.

WHO CAN QUALIFY FOR FEDERAL FREE MEAL BENEFITS?

o All children in households receiving benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the Food Distribution Program on
Indian Reservations (FDPIR) or Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), are eligible for free meals. Categorical eligibility for free
meal benefits is extended to all children in a household when the application lists an Assistance Program’s case number for any household
member.

o Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are eligible for free meals, regardless of income.

o Children participating in their school's Head Start Program are eligible for free meals.

o Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible for free meals. Households with children who meet the
definition of homeless, runaway or migrant should call or e-mail Vicky Williams to see if they qualify.

o Children may receive free meals if your household’s gross income is within the free or reduced-price limits on the Federal Income Eligibility
Guidelines. Students in New York State that are approved for reduced price meals will receive breakfast and lunch meals and snacks served
through the Afterschool Snack Program at no charge.

¢ Your child(ren) meet the income criteria if the household income falls at or below the limits on this chart:

2025-2026 Reduced Price Income Eligibility Guidelines
Household Size Annual Monthly Twice per Month | Every Two Weeks Weekly
1 $ 28,953 $2,413 $ 1,207 $1,114 $ 557
2 $ 39,128 $ 3,261 $ 1,631 $ 1,505 $ 753
3 $ 49,303 $4,109 $ 2,055 $ 1,897 $949
4 $59,478 $ 4,957 $2479 $ 2,288 $ 1,144
5 $ 69,653 $ 5,805 $2,903 $2679 $ 1,340
6 $79,828 $ 6,653 $3,327 $ 3,071 $ 1,536
7 $90,003 $ 7,501 $ 3,751 $ 3,462 $1,731
8 $100,178 $8,349 $4,175 $ 3,853 $ 1,927
Each Add’l person, add $ 10,175 $ 848 $424 $ 392 $ 196

SHOULD | FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF | RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS? Please read the
letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. Call the school at 716-699-2316 ext 1403, Vicky Williams if you have questions.

MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT ANOTHER ONE? Yes, Your child’s application is only good for that school year and
carried over for the first 30 operating days of this school year (or until a new eligibility determination is made, whichever comes first).

| GET WOMEN, INFANTS AND CHILDREN (WIC) BENEFITS. CAN MY CHILD(REN) GET FREE MEALS? All children in schools participating in the Universal Free Meals
program receive meals at no charge, however, households participating in WIC may be free or reduced-price eligible benefits. Please fill out an Application for Free and Reduced-
Price School Meals/Milk.

WILL THE INFORMATION | GIVE BE CHECKED? Schools are required to conduct verification of a sample of submitted applications. If your application is selected then written
proof of the household income is required.

IF | DON'T QUALIFY NOW, MAY | APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, children with a parent or guardian who becomes
unemployed or who experiences financial hardship mid-year may become eligible for free and reduced-price eligible benefits if the household income drops below the income limit.

WHAT IF | DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL’S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to school officials. You also may ask for a hearing by calling or
writing to: Vicky Williams, 5873 Rt. 219, Ellicottville, NY 14731 - vwilliams@ecsny.org

MAY | APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You, your child(ren), or other household members do not have to be U.S. citizens to qualify
for free or reduced-price eligible benefits.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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10. WHO SHOULD | INCLUDE AS MEMBERS OF MY HOUSEHOLD? You must include all people living in your household, related or not (such as grandparents, other relatives,
or friends) who share income and expenses. If you live with other people who are economically independent (for example, people who you do not support, who do not share income
with you or your children, and who pay a pro-rated share of expenses), do not include them.

11. WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For example, if you normally make $1000 each month, but you missed some
work last month and only made $900, put down that you made $1000 per month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes.
If you have lost a job or had your hours or wages reduced, use your current income.

12. WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE REPORT OUR INCOME DIFFERENTLY? Your basic pay and cash bonuses must be reported as income. If you get any cash value
allowances for off-base housing, food, clothing, it must also be included as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not include
your housing allowance as income. Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment is also excluded from income.

13. MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out how to apply for SNAP or other assistance benefits, contact
your local assistance office or call 1-800-342-3009.

How to Apply: Complete one Application for Free and Reduced-Price School Meals/Milk, following the instructions on the form, for your household and return it to the designated office
listed on the application. All household members and children should be listed on one application.

. If you receive SNAP or TANF benefits or participate in the FDPIR, the application must include the children's names, the household SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number and
the signature of an adult household member.

o  Contact your local Department of Social Services for your SNAP or TANF case number, if necessary.
o  No application is necessary if the household was notified by the School Food Authority that their children have been directly certified based on Assistance Program
participation. If the household is not sure if their children have been directly certified, the household should contact the school.

. If you do not lista SNAP, TANF or FDPIR case number for any household member, the application must include the names of everyone in the household, the amount of income
for each household member, how often it is received and where it comes from. It must include the signature of an adult household member and the last four digits of that adult's
social security number or check the box if the adult does not have a social security number.

. An application for free and reduced-price benefits cannot be approved unless complete eligibility information is submitted, as indicated on the application and in
the instructions. We will let you know when your application is approved or denied.

Reporting Changes: The benefits that you are approved for at the time of application are effective for the entire school year.

Meal Service to Children with Disabilities: Federal regulations require schools and institutions to serve meals at no extra charge to children with a disability which may restrict their diet.
A student with a disability is defined in 7CFR Part 15b.3 of Federal regulations, as one who has a physical or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities
of such individual, a record of such an impairment or being regarded as having such an impairment. Major life activities include but are not limited to: functions such as caring for one’s self,
performing manual tasks, seeing, hearing, eating, sleeping, walking, standing, lifting, bending, speaking, breathing, learning, reading, concentrating, thinking, communicating, and working.
You must request meal modifications from the school and provide the school with medical statement from a State licensed healthcare professional or Registered Dietitian. If you believe
your child needs substitutions because of a disability, please get in touch with us for further information, as there is specific information that the medical statement must
contain.

Confidentiality: The United States Department of Agriculture has approved the release of students names and eligibility status, without parent/guardian consent, to persons directly
connected with the administration or enforcement of federal education programs such as Title | and the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), which are United States
Department of Education programs used to determine areas such as the allocation of funds to schools, to evaluate socioeconomic status of the school's attendance area, and to assess
educational progress. Information may also be released to State health or State education programs administered by the State agency or local education agency, provided the State or
local education agency administers the program, and federal State or local nutrition programs similar to the National School Lunch Program. Additionally, all information contained in the
free and reduced price application may be released to persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of programs authorized under the National School Lunch Act
(NSLA) or Child Nutrition Act (CNA); including the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs, the Special Milk Program, the Child and Adult Care Food Program, Summer
Food Service Program and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women Infants and Children (WIC); the Comptroller General of the United States for audit purposes, and
federal, State or local law enforcement officials investigating alleged violation of the programs under the NSLA or CNA. The disclosure of eligibility information not specifically
authorized by the NSLA requires a written consent statement from the parent/guardian.
In the operation of child feeding programs, no child will be discriminated against because of race, sex, color, national origin, age, disability or limited English proficiency.
If you have other questions or need help, call Vicky Williams 716-699-2316 ext 1403

Thank you,

Vicky Williams

Cafeteria Manager

Nondiscrimination Statement: This explains what to do if you believe you have been treated unfairly.

In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a
public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact
the state or local agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information
may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866)
632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 1. mail:

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax:
(202) 690-7442; or
3. email:

program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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Date Withdrew F R D

2025-2026 Application for Free and Reduced-Price School Meals/Milk

Schools are required to establish free and reduced-price eligibility while offering meals at no-charge. Please complete the free and
reduced-price meals application for your child(ren), then sign and return it to the address listed below. Call Vicky Williams @
716-699-2316 ext 1403, if you need help. Additional names may be listed on a separate paper.

Ellicottville Central School
5873 Route 219
Ellicottville, NY 14731

1. List all children in your household who attend school:

Return Completed Applications to:

Homeless
Migrant,
Runaway

Student Name School Grade/Teacher Foster Child

Oojoojoo
Oojoojo|o

- ___________________________________________________________________________|
2. SNAP/TANF/FDPIR Benefits:

If anyone in your household receives either SNAP, TANF or FDPIR benefits, list their name and CASE # here. Skip to Part 4 and sign the application.

Name: CASE #:

3. Report all income for ALL Household Members (Skip this step if you completed step 2)

All Household Members (including yourself and all children that have income).

List all Household members not listed in Step 1 (including yourself) even if they do not receive income. For each Household Member listed, if they do receive
income, report total income for each source in whole dollars only. If they do not receive income from any other source, write ‘0’. If you enter ‘0’ or leave any fields
blank, you are certifying (promising) that there is no income to report.

Name of household member Earnings from work Child Support, Alimony Pensions, Retirement Other Income, Social No
before deductions Payments Security Income
Amount/ How Often Amount/ How Often Amount / How Often Amount/ How Often
$ / $ / $ / $ / O
$ / $ / $ / $ / |
$ / $ / $ / $ / O
$ / $ / $ / $ / O
$ / $ / $ / $ / O
Total Household Members (Children and Adults) Ldo not
I:l:l *Last Four Digits of Social Security Number: XXX-XX-__ aveaD
SS#

*When completing section 3, an adult household member must provide the last four digits of their Social Security Number (SS#) or mark the “I do not have a SS#
box” before the application can be approved.

4. Signature: An adult household member must sign this application before it can be approved.

| certify (promise) that all the information on this application is true and that all income is reported. | understand that the information is being given so the school
will get federal funds; the school officials may verify the information and if | purposely give false information, | may be prosecuted under applicable State and
federal laws, and my children may lose meal benefits.

Signature:
Email Address:
Home Phone:

Date:

Work Phone: Home Address:

5. Ethnicity and Race are optional; responding to this section does not affect your children’s eligibility for free or reduced price meals.

Ethnicity: [IHispanic or Latino  [CINot Hispanic or Latino
Race (Check one or more): Cl1American Indian or Alaskan Native [CJAsian C1Black or African American CINative Hawaiian or Other Pacific Island [IWhite

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE — FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY

Annual Income Conversion (Only convert when multiple income frequencies are reported on application)
Weekly X 52; Every Two Weeks (bi-weekly) X 26; Twice Per Month X 24; Monthly X 12

O SNAP/TANF/Foster
O  Income Household: Total Household Income/How Often: /
O  Free Meals O Reduced Price Meals O Denied/Paid
Signature of Reviewing Official

Household Size:

Date Notice Sent:

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

To apply for free and reduced-price eligibility, complete only one application for your household using the instructions below. Sign the application
and return the application to Vicky Williams, 5873 Route 219, Ellicottville, NY 14731. If you have a foster child in your household, you may include
them on your application. A separate application is not needed. Call the school if you need help: Vicky Williams 716-699-2316 ext 1403. Ensure that
all information is provided. Failure to do so may result in denial of benefits for your child or unnecessary delay in approving your application.

PART1 ALL HOUSEHOLDS MUST COMPLETE STUDENT INFORMATION. DO NOT FILL OUT MORE THAN ONE APPLICATION FOR YOUR
HOUSEHOLD.
(1) Print the names of the children, including foster children, for whom you are applying on one application.
(2) List their grade and school.
(3) Check the box to indicate a foster child living in your household, or if you believe any child meets the description for homeless, migrant, runaway
(a school staff will confirm this eligibility).

PART2 HOUSEHOLDS GETTING SNAP, TANF OR FDPIR SHOULD COMPLETE PART 2 AND SIGN PART 4.
(1) Lista current SNAP, TANF or FDPIR (Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations) case number of anyone living in your household.
The case number is provided on your benefit letter.
(2) An adult household member must sign the application in PART 4. SKIP PART 3. Do not list names of household members or income if you lista SNAP case
number, TANF or FDPIR number.

PART3 ALL OTHER HOUSEHOLDS MUST COMPLETE THESE PARTS AND ALL OF PART 4.

(1) Write the names of everyone in your household, whether or not they get income. Include yourself, the children you are applying for, all other children, your
spouse, grandparents, and other related and unrelated people in your household. Use another piece of paper if you need more space.

(2) Write the amount of current income each household member receives, before taxes or anything else is taken out, and indicate where it came from, such as
earnings, welfare, pensions and other income. If the current income was more or less than usual, write that person’s usual income. Specify how often this
income amount is received: weekly, every other week (bi-weekly), 2 x per month, monthly. If no income, check the box. The value of any child care
provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or reimbursement for costs incurred for such care under the Child Care and
Development Block Grant, TANF and At Risk Child Care Programs should not be considered as income for this program.

(3) Enter the total number of household members in the box provided. This number should include all adults and children in the household and should reflect the
members listed in PART 1 and PART 3.

(4) The application must include the last four digits only of the social security number of the adult who signs PART 4 if Part 3 is completed. If the adult does not
have a social security number, check the box. If you listed a SNAP, TANF or FDPIR number, a social security number is not needed.

(5) An adult household member must sign the application in PART 4.

OTHER BENEFITS: Your child may be eligible for benefits such as Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). To determine if your child is eligible,
program officials need information from your free and reduced price meal application. Your written consent is required before any information may be released.
Please refer to the attached parent Disclosure Letter and Consent Statement for information about other benefits.

USE OF INFORMATION STATEMENT

Use of Information Statement: The Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act requires the information on this application. You do not have to give the information,
but if you do not submit all needed information, we cannot approve your child for free or reduced price meals. You must include the last four digits of the social
security number of the primary wage earner or other adult household member who signs the application. The social security number is not required when you apply
on behalf of a foster child or you list a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Program or Food
Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) case number or other FDPIR identifier for your child or when you indicate that the adult household member
signing the application does not have a social security number. We will use your information to determine if your child is eligible for free or reduced price meals, and
for administration and enforcement of the lunch and breakfast programs.

We may share your eligibility information with education, health, and nutrition programs to help them evaluate, fund, or determine benefits for their programs, auditors
for program reviews, and law enforcement officials to help them look into violations of program rules.

DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINTS
In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions participating in or
administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all
bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should
contact the state or local agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program
information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination
Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint
form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: 1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. fax:
(202) 690-7442; or
3. email:
program.intake@usda.gov This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

“MEETING THE CHALLENGE” NOVEMBER 2025 - 11



FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEAL APPLICATION FACT SHEET
When filling out the application form, please pay careful attention to these helpful hints.

SNAP/TANF/FDPIR case number: This must be the complete valid case number supplied to you by the agency including all numbers
and letters, for example, E123456, or whatever combination is used in your county. Refer to a letter you received from your local
Department of Social Services for your case number or contact them for your number.

Foster Child: A child who is living with a family but who is under the legal care of the welfare agency or court may be listed on your
family application. List the child's “personal use” income. This includes only those funds provided by the agency which are identified
for the personal use of the child, such as personal spending allowances, money received by his/her family, or from a job. Funds
provided for housing, food and care, medical, and therapeutic needs are not considered income to the foster child. Write “0” if the child
has no personal use income.

Household: A group of related or non-related people who are living in one house and share income and expenses.

Adult Family Members: All related and non-related people who are 21 years of age and older living in your house.

Financially Independent: A person is financially independent and a separate economic unit/household when his or her earnings and
expenses are not shared by the family/household. Separate economic units in the same residence are characterized by prorating
expenses and by economic independence from one another.

Current Gross Income: Money earned or received at the present time by each member of your household before deductions.
Examples of deductions are federal tax, State tax, and Social Security deductions. If you have more than one job, you must list the
income from all jobs. If you receive income from more than one source (wage, alimony, child support, etc.), you must list the income
from all sources. Only farmers, self-employed workers, migrant workers, and other seasonal employees may use their income for the
past 12 months reported from their 1040 Tax Forms.

Examples of gross income are:

o \Wages, salaries, tips, commissions, or income from o Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social Security
self-employment Survivor's Benefits
o Net farm income — gross sales minus expenses only o Alimony or child support payments
- not losses o Disability benefits, including workman's compensation
o Pensions, annuities, or other retirement income e Veteran's subsistence benefits
including Social Security retirement benefits e Interest or dividend income
e Unemployment compensation e Cash withdrawn from savings, investments, trusts, and
o Welfare payments (does not include value of SNAP) other resources which would be available to pay for a
o Public Assistance payments child's meals
¢ Adoption assistance e QOther cash income

Income Exclusions: The value of any child care provided or arranged, or any amount received as payment for such child care or
reimbursement for costs incurred for such care under the Child Care Development (Block Grant) Fund should not be considered as
income for this program.

If you have any questions or need help in filling out the application form, please contact:

Vicky Williams Cafeteria Manager
716-699-2316 ext 1403

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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The Ellicottville Central School
Project Christmas committee
would like to extend their
deepest gratitude to the
Ellicottville Community for their
support of Project Christmas
over the past decades.

Project Christmas works to
provide Ellicottville Central
School District families with a
means to obtain food and gifts
for their children. This year the
program will help 40+ families.

Monetary donations to
assist this service in our
community may be sent to:

(Checks should be made
out to Project Christmas)

Ellicottville Central School -
Project Christmas
c/o Nurse Leaudra Hackett
5873 Route 219
Ellicottville, New York 14731

Questions may also be directed to
Nurse Hackett @ 716-699-2318
(ext. 1604) or email:
lhackett@ecsny.org

Thank you for your anticipated
continued support.

May you and your

families have a

very safe, I
healthy and ‘
happy Holiday ‘

Season!

“MEETING THE CHALLENGE”

Dear Parents/Guardians of Ellicottville
Central School Children:

ECS elves have been busy preparing
for Project Christmas. Project Christmas
assists District families so they may
have a happy Christmas season.

If you are interested in your family
being included in Project Christmas
this year, please fill out the form
below, which gives consent, and return completed with your name,
address a phone number where you can be easily reached.

Any questions or concerns regarding this program, please
contact Mrs. Hasper, Health Office at 716-699-2318 ext.
#1141 or Nurse Leaudra Hackett at ext. #1604.

Sincerely,
Project Christmas Committee

YES, | would like to participate in Project Christmas. | have

children in my home (ages Birth-12" Grade).

Print Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Date:

Please list children and their shirt and pant
size, and a favorite kind of toy.

Please return this paper to Ellicottville Central School,
ATTN: Mrs. Hasper in the Health Office,
5873 Route 219, Ellicottville, NY 14731
NO LATER than November 5, 2025 .
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Atrip to _—
Nannen Arboretum k-‘

tudents from Mrs. Donoghue’s

and Mr. Przybyla’s classrooms

took a break from their busy
schedule to spend part of a beautiful
autumn afternoon at the Nannen
Arboretum. Mrs. Nan Miller, Mr.
Steve Ward, and several other
volunteers served as our guides
during the excursion. While there,
the students learned about various
kinds of trees such as the paper
birch, hawthorn, red oak, snake
branch, and many other native and
nonnative varieties. Mrs. Miller and
the other volunteers actively engaged
the students throughout the walk
as information was collected about
each tree’s height, shape, and leaf
structure. The students worked in
small groups to make various patterns
at the tree bases using objects such
as pine cones and needles, acorns,
leaves, pods, and stems. As our
visit drew to a close, the students
munched on some animal crackers
under the leaf canopy of the mighty
red oaks. We all learned so much
about the environment during our
trip to the Nannen Arboretum.

gy »3
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By James Przybyla and April Donoghue
-'af. e 2 - e "
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PRE-K FIELD TRIP TO
PUMPKINVII—LE!

Pre-K students and families spent a beautiful
fall morning exploring our local pumpkin patch.
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SPIKE OUT CANCER

A proud moment for the Ellicottville
Eagles unfolded on Monday, October
6th, as we successfully hosted our
annual “Spike Out Cancer” volleyball
fundraiser against the Randolph
Cardinals! It was an exhilarating day on
the court where both our JV and Varsity
teams showcased exceptional skill and
determination, securing well-deserved
victories.

Beyond the excitement of the games,
the event was a powerful testament to
our community spirit and dedication
to a cause that touches many lives.
Together, we raised an impressive
$913 for the American Cancer Society,
reflecting the generosity and support
of players, families, and fans alike.
This fundraiser not only strengthens
our team bonds but also reinforces
our commitment to making a tangible
difference in the fight against cancer.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to
everyone who contributed, volunteered,
and cheered us on—your involvement
makes all the difference. United in
purpose and passion, the Ellicottville
Eagles continue to demonstrate that
through teamwork and community
engagement, we can create positive
change and hope. Way to go Eagles!

T pe—
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Possible Sale of District Property

By Mark Ward, Interim Superintendent

ver the past couple months,
O the board and administration
have been researching
the possible sale of school district
property. Since the original purchase
of about 157 acres on July 7, 1953,
which was called the “Murphy Farm,
the district has developed very little
of this property. Most of the property
we are talking about is woods
with valuable timber that has been
managed wisely for many years.

What sparked the interest in the sale
of the property was the proposal for
an ECS Athletic Complex featuring
turf fields for soccer, football, baseball
and softball. As we started to crunch
the numbers and looked at the tax
impact, it was clear to everyone that
the potential sale of the property and
timber could generate a substantial
amount of money, this would help to
decrease the tax impact in proposed
project. The timber has been
harvested three times over nearly

75 years of ownership, so the timing
should be favorable.

By using the funds generated by the
sale of the property and timber sales,
the school and community will have
something to “show for” the sale. The
money will be used to directly reduce
the local tax effort for the turf fields.
Using the money to simply reduce
taxes over a period of time will leave
us with nothing tangible to show for
the money.

However, without the sale of the
property/timber, it would not be
feasible financially to pursue a turf
project.

Clearly, if this is something that looks
promising, more discussions will be
needed to arrive at a number and
terms that both sides are agreeable
with. The district is taking the
appropriate steps to have the project
ready for a vote in mid-December.
Once an agreement is worked out and

if the capital project is approved, the
board can vote to approve the sale.

At the time of this writing, we have
hired a timber specialist to estimate
the value of the timber and we have
also hired a professional appraisal
company to assess the value of the
property. We have engaged in some
general conversations with Holiday
Valley but we cannot proceed further
until we have numbers to work with.
Once we have more details, we plan
to hold a public meeting in early
November to explain the details of the
potential sale and how it will impact
the proposed capital project. We are
using Hodgson Russ, school district
attorneys, to assist us in navigating
the process.

We have already informed Holiday
Valley that any sale of the property
would be contingent on the passing
of the capital project and they fully
understand our position.

- aENIOR CITIZEN
HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

2

Any Ellicottville Central School District
resident may participate.

S The luncheon will be on Wednesday,

December 3rd at 12:45pm.

Please enter through the back door of the High
School near the bus garage. Call (716) 699-2316 ext.
1103, email cnason@ecsny.org, or use the QR code by

N
s 4

Wednesday, November 19th, to secure -
a spot. Please leave your name, phone
number, and number of attending. We
look forward towards your participation.
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Santa’s Secret Workshop
Thursday, December 4" and Friday,
December 5" During School Hours

Winter Book Fair

Thursday, December 11" and Friday,
December 12" During School Hours
and During Family Fun Night

Family Fun Night
Friday, December 12" 5:30 -7:30

Tabs for Ronald McDonald House
Please save your tabs to put

them toward our Tabs Contest
that will be held in the spring.

Box Tops For Education
Please download the Box
Tops App on your phone to
earn money for our school.

More information will be sent home
with students for these events. If
you have questions or would like

to volunteer for PTO events, please

contact Diana Olson (dolson@
ecsny.org or 716-378-6698).

Ellicottville Central
School Ornaments

ECS PTO
Vinyl Decals

Ellicottville Eagles
Reusable Tote Bags
$4 each.

Ellicottville
Golf Umbrellas
$20 each.

PTO Water Bottles
$10 each.

“MEETING THE CHALLENGE”

2026 Yearbooks on Sale Now!

There will only be a Prek-12 yearbook this year and not a lot of extras
will be ordered. Please visit the link below to order your yearbook!

E E TO ORDER:

'l |
rr :'b‘ « Scan the QR Code
i + jostens.com/btsoffer
E ! « 1 [B77) TE7EZ1T7
0RO

If you would like to place an ad in our vearbook,|
please visit:

£ S—
E. rrl jostensadservice.com/business

If you have some pictures you would like to share with the yearbook staff, please upload here.

Share your student’s photos with the yearbook staff to be featured in the yearbook more.

E 555 Open your phone's Upload your favorite @ Tag students for
: photos from the year. the yearbook staff.
& this code.

THURSDAYS JAN 8 - MAR 5
(SKIP FEB 19)

BUS LEAVES AFTER SCHOOL
LESSONS FROM 4-5PM
PICK UP STUDENTS AT HOLIDAY VALLEY

CONTACT ECSSKI@ECSNY.ORG
TO PURCHASE TICKETS
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