


DEAR FCS FAMILY,
Welcome to a new and exciting school year at Florida Christian School! We are grateful that
you have chosen to be a part of the Patriot Nation family. Your decision to partner with us in
your child’s education is one we do not take lightly—and we are honored to walk alongside you
during this important season.

At Florida Christian School, we believe in more than just academic excellence—we believe in
educating world-changers for Christ. Our priority is to cultivate a community where students
are encouraged to grow in faith, character, and success. The Patriot Nation Way is about
nurturing the whole person: academically, spiritually, and socially. Our students are not just
part of a school; they are part of a family that values integrity, service, and lifelong learning.
We provide a Christ-centered education that empowers students to excel in their studies while
also developing a strong moral foundation. Our dedicated faculty and staff are committed to
helping each student reach their full potential and beyond, fostering an environment where
individual talents are recognized and celebrated.

Choosing Florida Christian School means choosing a place where students are challenged in
the classroom, discipled in Biblical values, and prepared to lead and serve in a world that
needs Christ. Whether it’s through academics, athletics, fine arts, or spiritual formation, we are
focused on raising the next generation of leaders who will make a lasting impact.

This Parent-Student Handbook is designed to guide you through our expectations, values, and
procedures for the upcoming school year. It is our prayer that through clarity, consistency, and
collaboration, we can create a safe, joyful, and thriving environment where every student can
shine.

Thank you for your trust, your partnership, and your continued commitment to the mission of
FCS. Here’s to a purposeful and blessed year ahead—living, learning, and leading the Patriot
Nation Way.

With gratitude and faith,

Head of School
Florida Christian School

Dr. Wayne Smith
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OUR MISSION

Our mission is to develop well rounded
students through excellent academics and
extracurricular activities, while seeking to
win the lost to Christ and equip Christians

with the skills and the knowledge to
change the world for Christ. 
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OUR HISTORY

In June of 1968, a group of Christian parents met together and prayed that God
would direct them in the establishment of a new Christian school in Miami.
Pastor Miller, along with seven board members, and about 100 students, came
together and Florida Christian School was born. The school purchased an old
church building which housed the entire student body of first through twelfth
grade. In 1972, a new two-story classroom building was completed in 1972, and
additional property was acquired. The population of the student body grew to
750 students by the late 70’s and included preschool and kindergarten. At the
end of the 1981-82 school year, Dr. Robert Andrews became the school
administrator. 

A new school cafeteria was completed in 1994, and a gymnasium-auditorium
complex was finished in 1997. In 1998, FCS purchased a 16-classroom school
building with a 4.5-acre parcel of land which directly adjoins the western
boundary of the main campus. This addition increases the maximum number of
students allowed by zoning regulation to 1,420 students. In the fall of 2005, a
new classroom/media center building was added to our facilities. During the
summer of 2011, the first phase of the cafeteria remodel on the main campus
was completed. During the summer of 2012, all classrooms received Smart
Boards and other technology, leading to the implementation of an iPad
initiative as part of FCSMART. 

In 2014, new playground equipment was installed on the main campus, and the
west campus received its required 40-year re-certification (including parking
lot lighting). Summer 2015 brought a campus beautification project with a new
look for our buildings and grounds. All of the restrooms were updated on both
campuses, along with new classroom furniture, lighting, and technology. In
2020, Dr. Robert Andrews retires after 39 years as Headmaster. In total, he had
49 years of educational experience with 47 of those years at Florida Christian
School. Today, Florida Christian School is one of the leading private Christian
schools in Dade County. The stability and experience of the school board and
administration have proven to be a key element in the growth and
development of the school. 

Together, we develop well-rounded students through excellent academics and
extracurricular activities to change the world for Christ.
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STATEMENT OF FAITH

We believe the Bible to be the inspired, infallible, Word of God, final in content
and complete in revelation.
II Timothy 3:16

We believe that there is one God eternally existent in the persons of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
I John 5:7

We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ who took on human flesh,
lived a sinless life, was crucified, buried and rose again, who ascended back to
Heaven to make intercession for us, and who will return in power and glory.
II Corinthians 5:21

We believe that all men are sinful by nature and are in need of God’s salvation.
Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23

We believe man is saved by grace through faith in what Christ has done for us
on the cross, not by anything we can do; it is a gift of God.
Ephesians 2:8-9

We believe that the child of God has been given a new nature at the time of
salvation and is enabled to live a Godly life only by the power of the indwelling
Holy Spirit.
John 3:3-7, Galatians 5:17-26

We believe the obedient Christian has followed the Lord in believer’s baptism
and is actively serving in the ministry of the local church.
Hebrews 10:25, Philippians 1:3-6

We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male
or female.
Genesis 1:26-27

We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one
man and one woman in single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture.
Genesis 2:18-25
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PHILOSOPHY OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

The philosophy of Florida Christian School is based upon a biblical world view, that God
is the Creator and Sustainer of the universe, the ultimate reality and the source and
essence of all goodness and truth. God has revealed Himself through nature,
circumstance of human life and history (His Story), but most explicitly through His Son,
Jesus Christ, as recorded in Scripture. The highest good is realized in the exercise of His
will and on the part of humankind in conformity to that will.

We believe that each student is uniquely created, gifted, distinctly individual, and
possesses a particular purpose in God’s providence. We believe that a biblically
governed education will produce students of Christian character, industry, faith and
charity.

Therefore, the objective of Christian education must be to help all students realize their
full potential in God’s perfect will for their lives. Each student must be helped to become
a whole, complete (fully equipped) person in Christ (II Timothy 3:16-17). 

As ultimate reality and absolute Truth, God’s Word sets the standard and is central to
every subject or activity. A biblical worldview permeates the entire school program,
including curriculum, athletics, and relationships of all within the school

Florida Christian School exists to develop well rounded students through excellent
academics and extracurricular activities, while seeking to win the lost to Christ and
equip Christians with the skills and the knowledge to change the world for Christ.

FCS core values are centered on Faith, Character and Success. 

Faith: As a school grounded in Christian principles, we believe in nurturing faith that
empowers our students to become beacons of hope and light. We encourage bravery
and courage as they embark on their journeys to become world changers for Christ.

Character: Character development is at the heart of our mission. We are dedicated to
cultivating students with integrity, compassion, and a sense of purpose; leading them to
grow up just as Jesus did, in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man.
(Luke 2:52).  Our core values instill in them the bravery to stand up for what is right and
the courage to lead with kindness. 

Success: True success is measured not only by academic achievement but by the impact
our students have on the world. We strive to provide an environment where each
student’s potential shines brightly, preparing them to be leaders who make a difference;
however, we believe that success for all our students is ultimately measured in their
conformity to the will of God. 
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While helping our students grow in their faith and character is paramount, we do not
foster those pillars at the expense of academic success. In fact, we believe that
excellence should be the mark of every Christian. We understand that doing things with
excellence not only allows us to honor God with our abilities, but it creates a pathway to
success that provides a platform from which we can influence our world for Him. 

At Florida Christian School, our priority is to cultivate a community where students are
encouraged to grow in faith, character, and success. The Patriot Nation Way is about
nurturing the whole person: academically, spiritually, and socially. Our students are not
just part of a school; they are part of a family that values integrity, service, and lifelong
learning.

At Florida Christian School we understand that even the most well-intentioned goals
and achievements are meaningless unless the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the guiding
priority. We exist to carry out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) in the lives of
our students and families by winning the lost to Christ and equipping our students with
the knowledge and skills necessary to be able to grow and make an impact in the world
for Jesus. 

By engaging students through biblical curriculum, weekly chapel sessions, service
opportunities, retreats, and other events, we help them understand that a belief in God
is not just compartmentalized into a small corner of their lives, but rather, it
encompasses every aspect of the human experience. Florida Christian aims to partner
alongside families, churches, and local ministries to help nurture and mentor young men
and women so that they may shine a bright light for Jesus in a culture that so
desperately needs Him.

PHILOSOPHY OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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The following updates have been made to reflect the continued growth and clarity of our school policies. All
changes are highlighted in yellow in the updated handbook.

Attendance and Tardy Policy Enhancements (Pages 4–5, 6–7): Clearer procedures for reporting absences,
tardy consequences, and impact on academic standing for Elementary, Middle, and High School students.
Elementary Before & After School Care (Page 5): Refined guidelines regarding drop-off times, supervision
expectations, and billing procedures.
Middle School After-School Care (Page 7): Defined expectations for supervised care, Patriot Place
structure, and late pick-up policies.
Dress Code & Uniform Updates (Pages 7–9): Updated details regarding acceptable daily wear, outerwear,
spirit wear, PE uniforms, and hair code for students.
Parent Expectations (Page 10): Expanded the code of conduct for parents, including respectful
communication and behavior on and off campus.
Student Conduct – Definition of Terms (Pages 11–12): Clarified behavioral definitions and consequences
including demerits, suspensions, and behavioral contracts.
Disciplinary System (Pages 12–13): Refined category levels of infractions, consequences, and expectations
for restorative measures.
Chapel and Assembly Student Conduct (Page 14): Introduced new behavior expectations for chapel and
school events to foster respect and attentiveness.
Anti-Bullying & Harassment Policy (Pages 14–18): Expanded definitions of bullying, cyberbullying, and
harassment with new procedures for anonymous reporting and resolution.
Cell Phones, Electronic Devices, Artificial Intelligence Policies (Pages 18–19): Revised usage expectations
and discipline related to cell phones, electronic devices, and AI tools.
High School Graduation Requirements (Page 21): Adjusted required course credits and clarified eligibility
standards for graduation.
Middle and High School Course Eligibility, Schedule Changes & AP Exam Policy (Page 21): Clarified
criteria for enrollment in Honors, AP, and elective courses based on academic performance.
College Entrance Exams (Page 22): New information provided on required and recommended testing
timelines and preparation support.
Academic Contract/Eligibility (Page 23): Introduced academic contracts for students at risk and outlined
eligibility requirements for activities and athletics.
Discovery Student Support Services (Pages 24–25): Enhanced language to reflect student support
pathways for those with learning accommodations and differentiated instruction.
Mental Health Policy (Pages 26–27): Reinforced school commitment to student wellness, counseling
access, and early intervention.
Health/Clinic Policy (Pages 27–28): Updated illness return policies, medication handling, and clinic visit
procedures.
New Student Admissions Procedure (Pages 29–30): Clarified the multi-step admissions process and
expectations for parent and student partnership with FCS.
Communications and Conferences (Page 31): Refined procedures for scheduling parent-teacher meetings
and campus communication tools.
Lockers (Page 32): Added expectations for locker use, cleanliness, and security of personal belongings.
Restrooms (Page 33): Newly added section addressing respectful restroom use and supervision practices.
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