2025-2026 Emergent Bilingual Handbook

If you have difficulty accessing the information in this document due to a disability,
please call 979-843-4300.

In all instances, TISD Board Policy shall be the final authority related to
student policies. This handbook is available online at:
www.tidehavenisd.com


http://www.tidehavenisd.com
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Tidehaven ISD Contact Information

Tidehaven ISD Contact Information

Dr. Patrick Talbert, Superintendent

Debra Taska, Assistant Superintendent, Transportation

Amy Kubecka, Curriculum Director

Merideth Dodd, Special Programs Coordinator
Mariah Langston, Business Manager, Food Services
Doris Streams, Administrative Secretary

Christy Alley, Payroll
Jamie Buis, District Police
Gulf Coast Special Education

Campus Contact Information

Tidehaven High School

Joey Rosalez, Principal

Merideth Dodd, Assistant Principal
Tamara Davant, Counselor

Tidehaven Junior High

Emily Gardner, Principal

Merideth Dodd, Assistant Principal
Tamara Davant, Counselor

Blessing Elementary
Estela Reyes, Principal
Brooke Davant, Counselor
Phone: 979-843-4330

Markham Elementary
Stacie Murry, Principal
Brooke Davant, Counselor
Phone: 979-843-4340
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Chapter 89. Adaptations for Special Populations Subchapter BB.
Commissioner's Rules Concerning State Plan for Educating Emergent
Bilingual Students

According to the Texas Education Code (TEC), Chapter 29, Subchapter BB, any student
who has a primary language other than English and is identified as an emergent
bilingual student must be given a full opportunity to engage in bilingual education or
English as a second language (ESL) program. To guarantee that all students have
equal access to education, as mandated by law, and to provide equal educational
opportunity, as required by the TEC, 1.002(a), each school district must:

1. Identify emergent bilingual students based on criteria established by the state.

2. Provide bilingual education and ESL programs, as integral parts of the general
program as described in the TEC, §4.002.

3. Seek appropriately certified teaching personnel to ensure that emergent bilingual
students are afforded full opportunity to master the essential knowledge and
skills required by the state.

4. Assess for academic achievement and linguistic progress in accordance with
TEC, Chapter 29, to ensure accountability for emergent bilingual students and
the schools that serve them.

Bilingual education and ESL programs shall be integral parts of the total school
program. Such programs shall use instructional approaches designed to meet the
specific language needs of emergent bilingual students. The basic curriculum content of
the programs shall be based on the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills and the
English language proficiency standards required by the state.

The goal of the bilingual and ESL program is to ensure that emergent bilingual students
become proficient in listening, speaking, reading, and writing in the English language
through the development of literacy and academic skills in the primary language and
English.

The programs shall emphasize the mastery of all core subjects based on grade-level
expectations.
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Identification of Emergent Bilingual Students

Within four calendar weeks of initial enrollment in a Texas public school, a student with
a language other than English indicated on the home language survey shall be
administered the state-approved English language proficiency test for identification, and
shall be identified as emergent bilingual and recommended for placement into the
required bilingual education or English as a second language (ESL) program.

The following steps should be taken upon student enroliment:

*

*

*

The first time a student enrolls in a Texas public school, the parent/guardian is
required to complete a home language survey (HLS).
The home language survey is a required piece of the student’s cumulative record
folder, and it must be completed within ten days of the student’s initial enroliment
to be valid.
Only one Home Language Survey is completed for each student. The survey
follows the student for the remainder of the student's academic journey. If a
student transfers from another Texas school district, the receiving district must
request the original Home Language Survey from the previous school.
The TEA-developed home language survey shall be administered in English and
a language that the parents can understand. The home language survey shall
include the following questions.

o Which languages are used at home?

o Which languages are used by the child at home?

o If the child had a previous home setting, which languages were used? If

there was no previous home setting, answer Not Applicable (N/A).

If any response on the home language survey indicates that a language other
than English is or was used for communication, the student shall be tested in
accordance with §89.1226. The receiving office clerk should send a copy of all
completed home language survey forms to the campus EB Coordinator.
For students previously enrolled in a Texas public school, the receiving district
shall secure the student records, including the original home language survey
and language proficiency assessment committee documentation, as applicable.
If a parent determines an error was made when completing the original home
language survey, the parent may request a correction only if:

o the student has not yet been assessed for English proficiency; and

o corrections are made within two calendar weeks of the student's initial

enrollment date in Texas public schools.
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English Language Proficiency Test

To identify emergent bilingual students, school districts shall administer to each student
who has a language other than English as identified on the home language survey:
e in prekindergarten through Grade 1, the listening and speaking components of
the state-approved English language proficiency test for identification; and
e in Grades 2-12, the listening, speaking, reading, and writing components of the
state-approved English language proficiency test for identification.

Tidehaven ISD utilizes the preLAS and LAS Links placement tests to assist with initial
identification and placement in instructional programs for newly enrolled students. All
language proficiency testing shall be administered by professionals or paraprofessionals
who are proficient in the language of the test and trained in the language proficiency
testing requirements of the test publisher.

Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC)

Texas requires school districts to establish a process for selecting and training the
Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) members. LPAC members
include:

% Campus Administrator

% A professional bilingual educator (at bilingual campuses)

% A professional ESL educator

% A parent of a current emergent bilingual student (may not be a district employee)
All LPAC members shall receive training and sign confidentiality oaths.

All members of the LPAC, including parents, shall be acting for the school district and
shall observe all laws and rules governing confidentiality of information concerning
individual students. The school district shall be responsible for the orientation of all
members of the LPAC, including the parents. The LPAC may use alternative meeting
methods, such as phone or video conferencing and the use of electronic signatures that
adhere to district policy.

The role of the LPAC changes throughout the school year. The roles of the LPAC
include:
% Review the home language survey for all incoming students to identify students
who need to be administered the language assessment.
% Assist with parent communication and shall give written notice to the student’s
parent or guardian, advising the student has been classified as Emergent
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Bilingual and requesting approval to place the student in the required bilingual
education or ESL program.

% Determine the appropriate assessment option for each Emergent Bilingual
student prior to the test administration of the state assessments.

% Monitor the academic progress of each Emergent Bilingual and identify those
who have met the criteria to exit.

% Meet in conjunction with admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee
members to review and provide recommendations to ensure appropriate
identification and reclassification about the educational needs of each Emergent
Bilingual who qualifies for services in the special education program.

* Review the academic and linguistic progress of each EB student (including
Parent Denials) at the end of the year to determine placement for the following
year. The LPAC will discuss the following at the annual review:

o Benchmarks

Classroom tests

Report card grades

Attendance

State criterion-referenced test

Norm-referenced standardized achievement test data

Oral language proficiency test data

TELPAS scores

o O O O O O

Emergent Bilingual Classification Criteria

Emergent bilingual students’ classification shall be determined within 4 weeks of student
enrollment in school. In order to qualify for transitional bilingual programs or English as
a Second language program, a student must be identified as an Emergent Bilingual
student using the following criteria.
% Pre-K — Kinder. The student scored as a non-English or limited-English proficient
speaker on the preLAS oral language proficiency test.
% Grade 1st - 12th. The student scored as a non-English or limited-English
proficiency on the LAS Battery of assessments.
The ARD committee must work in conjunction with the LPAC committee to ensure
appropriate identification and reclassification of a student receiving special education
services, and recommended placement in a bilingual education or ESL program (19
TAC §89.122 (h), (1), and (m). All students PK-6 who meet the criteria above with a
Spanish home language must be recommended for bilingual placement.
Parents/guardians have the right to accept or deny services. Emergent bilingual
students who speak another language must be recommended for ESL placement.
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Eligible Students with Disabilities

For students with disabilities, Tidehaven ISD will utilize the state's criteria for
identification of emergent bilingual students as described in §89.1226(f). The District
will utilize placement procedures which ensure that the placement recommendation by
the language proficiency assessment committee (LPAC), in conjunction with the
admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee, in a bilingual education or English
as a second language program is not refused based on the student's disabling
condition. LPAC members shall meet in conjunction with ARD committee members to
review progress and provide recommendations regarding the educational needs of each
emergent bilingual student who also qualifies for services in the school district's special
education program.

English as a Second Language

ESL teachers shall design lessons and incorporate instructional approaches to make
grade-level academic content accessible to Emergent Bilingual students. The ESL
program targets the English language development that includes all ELPS domains
(listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills). To inform instructional practices,
teachers shall locate and analyze the most recent Texas English Language Proficiency
Assessment System (TELPAS) levels for each emergent bilingual student.

The following guidelines are provided by the Texas Education Agency for teachers
providing ESL instruction:

% Incorporate the ELPS alongside the content/grade level Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for all EBs by providing a prioritized language
objective in conjunction with the content objective for each lesson.

% Prepare for use of comprehensible input methods (visuals/gestures, clear
instructions, appropriate language for proficiency/primary language resources)
that support the language objective.

% Prepare to linguistically accommodate the instruction, pacing, and materials for
EBs, based on their English proficiency levels.

% Integrate both social and academic language development opportunities in
listening, speaking, reading, and writing with increased linguistic complexity.

% Create/Utilize classroom assessments that distinguish between English
proficiency and content knowledge, providing a way for EBs at all proficiency
levels to demonstrate their content knowledge.

% Evaluate the effectiveness of each lesson’s language objective and ELPS
integration through ongoing, formative assessments.
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% Communicate to the LPAC on academic and linguistic progress of current and
former EBs (up to two years after reclassification) and about which state
assessment designated supports are needed and utilized in classroom
instruction and assessment for each EB, as applicable.

ESL Models
Program :
Model Type Goal Instruction
Emergent Emergent Bilingual students receive all content
Content-Based | Bilingual area instruction (English language arts and
ESL Students will reading, mathematics, science, and social
attain full studies) by ESL certified teachers.

proficiency in

o A pull-out model can be implemented within the
English in order

o Emergent Bilingual student’s classroom, or the
Pull-out ESL | t° ptartlmp.ate learner may be provided his or her English
equitably in language arts and reading instruction by an ESL
school. certified teacher in another classroom setting.

Emergent Bilingual Student Reclassification Criteria

Emergent bilingual students may be reclassified as English proficient if the student is
able to participate equally in an English instructional program with no second language
acquisition assistance as determined by academic satisfactory performance and the
results of a subjective teacher evaluation using the state’s Emergent Bilingual/English
Learner reclassification rubric.

An EB student may not be reclassified as English proficient (non-EB) in prekindergarten
or kindergarten as per Texas Administrative Code §89.1226(j). The language proficiency
assessment committee (LPAC) will recommend reclassified students exit the bilingual or
English as a second language (ESL) program.
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Emergent Bilingual Identification/Reclassification Flowchart

All Students
-
Home Language Survey
| v !
Language used at home Languagﬁyuss’uﬁ eartﬂ h:me and Languaggyu:ﬁ; :rt]t h:me and
and by student = English English and any other language | |Language(s) other than English
¥ + *
EnglishEF'Pmﬁt:ient Test
(EP) State-approved English language proficiency test for identification
+
Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) Meeting
- -
EL EP y [General Education
Classroom
-
Parent Notification / roval
— App — 1
Placement: Placement:
Bilingual Program English as a Second Language (ESL) Program
+ +
Parent Approval Parent Approval
- -
Mo Yes Yes Mo
- - + -
Parent Bilingual ESL Parent
Conference Program Services Program Services Conference
EL with Parent LPAC Responsibilities: EL with Parent
Denial | [ monitors progress of academic and language| | Denial
(no bilingual proficiency (no ESL
. = ensures participation in TELPAS program services)
program services) + makes state assessment decisions
+
Meets Reclassification Criteria
-
EP
(Two Years of LPAC Monitoring)

"Crileria for EL identifcaticn:
Pre-K - 1st: Stale-appeoved English language proficiency test {listening and speaking) besow English proficient level = EL
2nidl - 12th: State-approved Englsh language proficiency lest (Elening, speaking, reading, and wiiting) below English preficient level = EL

The tenms Limiled English Proficient (LEP) and English learmer (EL) &na used inberchangeably. The tenm LEP is slill used for data eollection in the Pubc
Education Informakon Managemenl Systems (PEIMS).

LPAC Framework, https.//www.txel.org/Ipac/frequentlyusedresources/
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Parent Denial of Services

When parents deny services, the campus administrator will meet with the parent to
discuss the program benefits. If the parent continues to deny services, the parent must
sign the appropriate documentation. The campus administrator should continue to
monitor these students during scheduled LPAC meetings.

Required Documentation

The permanent record folder of each EB student will include the following
documentation:

% the original home language survey

% the identification of the student as an emergent bilingual student

% the designation of the student's level of language proficiency;

% the recommendation of program placement;

% parental approval or denial of placement into the program;
the date of placement in the program;
assessment information;
additional instructional linguistic accommodations provided to address the
specific language needs of the student;
the date of reclassification and the date of exit from the program with parental
approval; and
the results of monitoring for academic success, including students formerly
classified as emergent bilingual students, as required under TEC, §29.063(c)(4).

* %

Program Evaluation

All districts must conduct an annual evaluation of the Bilingual/ESL program at the end
of the school year. This report is to be used for program modification and improvement.
Other evaluation data required for Title Ill programs must be reported as directed by the
TEA. The LPAC should be informed of the progress of EB students enrolled in each
campus served. Parents must receive information regarding the progress or lack of
progress of their student annually.
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