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Deephaven Elementary

Innovate. Inspire. Excel.

THE WINDS
OCTOBER 22, 2025
IMPORTANT DATES
Oct. 22 Deephaven Leaders in Action, 2:45-3:45 (Grade 5)
Oct. 23 Grade 5 Kindness Retreat
Oct. 24 Peaceful Bus
Nov. 3-7 School Psychology Staff Awareness Week
Nov. 6 No School - Professional Learning Day
Nov. 7 No School - Grading Planning Day
Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day Assembly, 9 a.m.
Nov. 12 Picture Retake Day, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

District Calendar

FROM THE PRINCIPAL'S DESK
Picture Retake Day is Wednesday, November 12 in the Media Center from 8-12 p.m. If your child missed
picture days or you would like a retake, please fill out this form.

Halloween Your child’s teacher will provide more details on how they will be celebrating Halloween.

Important Halloween Costume Message Deephaven allows children to wear costumes during school, but
wearing of masks, painted faces, disguises or grooming that limits or prevents identification of an individual is
strictly prohibited. Also, weapons of ANY kind are NOT allowed in school, including look-alike weapons. We
want Halloween to be enjoyable and safe for everyone!

Handicap, or Accessible, Parking Spaces are reserved for individuals who have the proper, government-issued
parking permit or license plates. Please do not park or wait in these parking spaces.

Winter Gear With the colder weather upon us, it is time to make sure your child is coming to school with their
winter gear. Students are outside for 20-30 minutes a day unless the temperature or wind chill is minus 10
degrees Fahrenheit.

Bully Prevention Month
e How to Navigate Student Interactions - See the attachment for information on the three types of
student conflict.
e Unity Day was celebrated at Deephaven today as a way for our students and staff to send a visible
message of solidarity against bullying, by uniting for kindness, acceptance, and inclusion.
e Peaceful School Bus takes place three times a year. Bus drivers come to Deephaven and meet with
their students to build positive relationships with each other, learn conflict resolution skills, and take


https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c40bd56e/9_8qvmLf506BU5DHKRZquQ?u=https://www.minnetonkaschools.org/schools/elementary/dh/parents/calendar
https://forms.gle/12x65AyVUdp8aGc47

responsibility for their bus group's behavior. All staff are involved by joining and leading the activities.
Students picked up by their parents or attend Explorers also meet.

Read Each Night with your child or have your older child read alone. It is important that children engage in
reading outside of school for 20-30 minutes each night. This is a fun and memorable activity to do with
younger children and it will help develop a habit of reading each day. Once your child is an independent
reader, he/she may choose to read alone. Don’t worry if you miss a night, as we all know that life can get busy.
But do try and make this activity a priority in your home. It is proven to help improve your child’s ability to read
and comprehend.

Homework should be a positive experience for your elementary age child. If you are struggling with your child
each night over homework, please contact your child’s teacher to make a plan. We will work with you so it will
become a more positive experience for your child and you.

Morning Drop-off goes best when you are well prepared. Tips for making it work well for you and your
children.

1. Eat breakfast at home.

2. Have the backpacks ready to go.

3. Give hugs at home.

4. Remain in your car.

5. Drop your child off anywhere along the front sidewalk.
Our goal is to make drop-off a positive experience for everyone involved. By being prepared, you can keep our
line moving and help other parents remain on schedule in the morning.

Wacky Wednesday Our next Wacky Wednesday is November 19. The dress up day is Animal Day.

Morning Movement Each morning, shortly after arrival, students will have the opportunity to participate in a
brief 5-minute run or walk outside (weather permitting). This optional activity is designed to help students
regulate their energy and emotions, improve focus and readiness to learn, and support a positive and healthy
start to the day. Parent permission is required, so please contact your child’s teacher if you believe your child
would benefit from participating.

Do you have an incoming kindergartner next school year? This year, we have three events to talk about
kindergarten options:

e November 6: Kindergarten Information Night (Front Gym), 6 p.m.

o November 14: Preschool Story Hour, 9 a.m. in the Media Center

e December 4: Kindergarten Information Night, 6 p.m. (virtual)

It is highly recommended that you click on the link below to sign up.

RSVP to Kindergarten Information Night

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM BRINGING YOUR INCOMING KINDERGARTNER OR SIBLINGS TO THE EVENT FOR SAFETY
REASONS.

Kindergarten registration information can be found here.

CHARACTER STRONG

October Theme: Kindness

Kindness is the choice to use our time, actions, and resources to better the lives of others and ourselves!
Kindness involves all the different ways we express care, concern, and consideration for ourselves and those


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeK93-hGh6zLyLHkkS6GNqz5zF_kA8KApJrQxU1OpDB9cxTPw/viewform
https://www.minnetonkaschools.org/academics/elementary/kindergarten-options

with whom we share the world. This month we will pay attention to the opportunities we have to choose
kindness.

SUPPORTING READING AT HOME
Use Technology Wisely
e Educational Apps: Utilize apps and online resources that promote reading and literacy skills. Be a
“media mentor” by guiding your child in using technology for learning.
e Audiobooks: Incorporate audiobooks into your routine to expose your child to more language and
stories.

FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE

As Halloween approaches, please keep in mind our NO NUTS policy. Halloween can be a difficult time for
students with life threatening food allergies. We would like to encourage you to consider non-food treats for
Halloween. Peanuts and tree nuts tend to be found in many types of chocolates and other candies. Please
consider any food allergies (egg, gluten, etc.) that may be in your child's classroom. We ask that you check all
labels carefully before sending any food/ candy items to school. Thank you!

PTA PULSE
Classroom Parties & Birthday Book Donations - Halloween is coming up! Here's a friendly reminder to donate
to your child's classroom party fund. You can use the same link to register for your child's birthday book.

Volunteer Opportunities - Classroom Yearbook Volunteers - Take photos for the yearbook of your child's
class—attend parties, recess, or anytime in the classroom a few times throughout the year to get pictures of
your child’s class. Then upload the pictures to the yearbook website and help design the classroom page.
Volunteer here: Classroom Yearbook Volunteers

Deephaven “M” Blue T-Shirt - The PTA provides all students new to Deephaven with a Deephaven blue “M”
unity t-shirt to help build community, connection, and school pride. Students and staff are encouraged to wear
their Deephaven gear on Mondays as a visual symbol of belonging. If your child has outgrown, misplaced, or
“well-loved” their shirt and you’d like a replacement, please fill out the Google Form, and we’ll get a new one
to you!


https://www.improvingliteracy.org/brief/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home/index.html
https://www.improvingliteracy.org/brief/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home/index.html
https://education.virginia.edu/news-stories/reading-while-home-five-things-parents-should-know
https://education.virginia.edu/news-stories/reading-while-home-five-things-parents-should-know
https://deephavenpta.revtrak.net/
https://deephavenpta.membershiptoolkit.com/login-form?r=%2Fvolunteer%2F159502
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1DudEYnE9N8bp2jhFoPCXWQsyISkIZ-bbdA_XDjWu60Q/viewform?edit_requested=true

Friendship Friction

Students begin developing friendships at a young age. These
friendships continue to grow and change as students meet new
people and participate in different experiences. When students
have an issue between friends it is usually a misunderstanding or
difference of opinion. One person feels something is unfair or
has his/her feelings hurt. This interaction is often solved
‘amongst friends, or students can seek parents and teachers for
help.
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