
JanTerm 2026
Course Catalog

Block Teacher JanTerm Course Title Course Description Grades Max # 
Students

Room

0 Mughal, Salman AP Computer Science A Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class 9-12 U101

1 Blakeley, Hillary AP Biology Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 14 U102

1 Broyles, Dan Growing Closer with Jesus What was the purpose for Jesus coming to earth, and how did He model this 
purpose in His life? How did the great men and women of the faith from the book of 
Acts through our time live out their purposes? In this class, we will explore and 
discuss some of these questions and how to apply the answers in our own lives. 
Some of the activities in Mr. Broyles' class will also include learning how to have 
quiet time, worshipping, practicing listening to the Holy Spirit, and reading stories 
from incredible men and women of God about how He used them to expand His 
kingdom here on earth. We will also watch some documentaries about people living 
sold out lives for Jesus.

7-12 18 M206

1 Cross, Kelly From Chaos to Creation: Metal Sculpture Art Do you like making order out of chaos? Can you imagine constructing miniature 
models of famous buildings, everyday items, and/or animals? This hands-on course 
introduces students to the fundamentals of metal model art. Emphasis is placed on 
creative problem-solving, teamwork, and patience. Students will work individually 
and collaboratively to design artistic metal sculptures, culminating in finished 
products that showcase their skills and vision. No prior experience required; all skill 
levels welcome. You need only a cheerful and cooperative attitude!

7-8 18 M207

1 Davison, Kevin Tabletop Wargaming Tabletop wargaming is an incredibly popular pastime across the world and has been 
for decades. From generals and gentry who use it to study historical battles to 
popular variants that put players into fighting fantasy or sci-fi battles, enthusiasts love 
the ability to collect pieces, build, paint, model terrain, learn strategies, and face off 
with their friends. In this class, you will learn how to do build your own army and 
battle table from the ground up, from building an individual piece to constructing 
terrain to fight in and playing with your friends. Sign up and let your imagination take 
over!

7-12 18 U203

1 Dingwall, Chelsie Hollywood Movie Adaptations of Classic Literature Ever wonder why classical literature is considered classic? Why do people read 
these stories time and time again? Join Ms. Dingwall to watch Hollywood film 
adaptations of classical literature and see the classics reinterpreted and told from a 
modern perspective. What would Jane Austen’s Emma  look like when set in the 
1990s? Find out by watching Clueless . Can you imagine Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Nigh t set in the early 2000s? In the movie She’s the Man , it was! Together, we will 
discuss the classics and watch these and other Hollywood adaptations of great 
literature. Ms. Dingwall will provide baked goods and popcorn! 

9-12 22 U202

1 Gardiner, Catherine Puzzled Minds: The 2,000-Piece Challenge Think you’ve got the patience and teamwork to tackle 2,000 tiny pieces? In Puzzled 
Minds, you and your classmates will spend two weeks assembling one epic puzzle 
together. Along the way, enjoy snacks, cozy music, and good company as you 
strategize, sort, and celebrate each satisfying connection. It is part challenge, part 
hangout, and entirely about persistence, collaboration, and the joy of seeing a 
masterpiece come together one piece at a time. No puzzle experience required, just 
curiosity, creativity, and a love for a good challenge!

7-12 20 U227 (Andrea 
Lairson Library)
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1 Gere, Josh I Got Rhythm! An Introduction to Authentic Solo Jazz 
Dance

In the words of Duke Ellington: “It don’t mean thing if it ain’t got that swing!”. This 
course will introduce students to the art of authentic solo jazz dance and have them 
work towards learning and performing a short group choreography to a classic song 
from the early swing music era. Alongside learning basic steps and choreography, 
students will have the opportunity to develop their musical capabilities as well as 
learn about the history of jazz dance and how it became a foundation for many forms 
of modern dance. No prior dance or music experience is required, just come ready to 
move and groove! We will be dancing quite a bit, so please bring a water bottle and 
wear comfortable clothing. This course will be taught by Bear Creek alumnus Josh 
Gere '17. 

7-12 20 U143 (Charles 
Wesley Choir 
Room)

1 Gruber, Eric; Russell, Carl Woodshop 101: A Practical Introduction to 
Woodworking

In this hands-on woodworking course, students will explore the journey from raw 
wood to finished product through two engaging projects. The class begins with 
carving a wooden spoon, starting with green wood and learning the process of 
shaping, carving, and finishing. In the second week, students will transform a board 
into a keepsake box, gaining experience with basic joinery techniques and essential 
woodworking skills. No prior experience is required, just an interest in learning. 
Students must be able to follow safety protocols and demonstrate responsible tool 
handling throughout the course. Students will complete two projects and gain a 
deeper appreciation for craftsmanship. The course is taught by Bear Creek dads Carl 
Russell and Eric Gruber, who bring a passion for woodworking. (Note: No power 
tools will be used in this class. Parents will be asked to sign a waiver.)

9-12 12 Main Prop 
Shop

1 Hill, Daniel Powerlifting Students will learn and perfect the techniques of powerlifting: mastering movement in 
the barbell squat, barbell chest press, and barbell deadlift. Coach Hill will teach the 
proper form for the three main foundational movements of powerlifting (squat, bench, 
deadlift) as well as how to add accessories to your physical strength training program 
to advance your strength and scale intensity to help solidify strength gains and avoid 
injury. 

9-12 16 Fitness Center

1 Jackson, Michelle Hand Lettering and Bullet Journaling Students will learn a variety of hand lettering techniques and then put them to use 
setting up their own bullet journals. In a world filled with digital distractions, the bullet 
journal is a pen-to-paper organization method that is rooted in intention and 
reflection. Students will leave with a variety of useful pages, including space for 
gratitude journaling, habit tracking, setting priorities, building a regular prayer life, and 
more. Though bullet journaling can be simple, Mrs. Jackson will take a maximalist 
approach by incorporating lots of color, lettering, doodles, and stickers! Hand 
Lettering and Bullet Journaling is not just for students who are already artistic―come 
learn a creative skill and organize your life! Repeat students permitted.

7-12 20 U107

1 LeQuatte, Josie The Nail Salon Join Ms. LeQuatte and learn all the different ways to paint your nails! Students will 
get to practice various types of nail designs with gel polish on their own nails as well 
as on acrylic sets. All materials for painting nails will be provided. 

7-8 15 M204

1 Malchow, Christie Running for Change: The Strategy Behind Local 
Campaigns

Ever wondered how people actually get elected? This hands-on course pulls back 
the curtain on local political campaigns, from crafting messages and analyzing voter 
data to planning door-to-door outreach and following campaign finance laws. You will 
learn the strategy, communication, and teamwork behind winning votes as well as 
design your own mock campaign for a local issue or office.

9-12 20 U209

Revised 10/22/2025 Page 2 of 15



JanTerm 2026
Course Catalog

Block Teacher JanTerm Course Title Course Description Grades Max # 
Students

Room

1 Mangin, Joel Discover Japan! Get ready for an exciting adventure into the heart of Japanese culture! Whether you 
are a total beginner or already love all things Japan, this course is your passport to 
explore the traditions, tastes, art, and everyday life of one of the most fascinating 
cultures in the world. Each day brings something new—from trying delicious 
Japanese snacks and drinks, to learning traditional arts like origami, calligraphy, and 
manga drawing. You will dive into pop culture with anime and J-pop and explore 
ancient customs like the tea ceremony and samurai history. We will play traditional 
games, learn a few handy Japanese words and phrases, and maybe even try out a 
sport like kendama or Japanese-style dodgeball! No textbooks, no pressure—just 
hands-on experiences, cool activities, and a chance to discover what makes Japan 
unique and awesome. This course is perfect for curious minds who want to learn 
through doing, tasting, and playing.

7-12 18 Nagel 
Commons

1 Montalvo, Aaron AP Statistics Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 16 U103

1 O'Gara, Caleb Weather or Not: A Meteorology Crash Course Has your weather app ever been wrong? Did your sporting event get rained out … 
again? Have you ever looked up at the sky when it's raining sideways on a stormy 
fall day and thought, “What the heck is going on up there?!” Every day, your decision 
making is impacted by the weather, and in this class, you will learn what the weather 
is doing each day and why! Join meteorology student, storm chaser, award-winning 
weather photographer, and Bear Creek alumnus Caleb O’Gara '23 in a crash course 
into the wonderful, wacky, and wild world of weather. We will learn how God 
manifests Himself in the beauty and power of the atmosphere, peel back the mystery 
of the science of meteorology, perform real-time and historical weather analysis, 
gather the tools you need to make your own informed weather decisions, and, of 
course, watch some sweet tornado videos.

9-12 18 U206

1 Scrivner, Marianne How to Host a Game Night Come and join Mrs. Scrivner to learn how to host a delicious and fun game night with 
friends. During each class period, students will learn to prepare a quick and easy 
snack followed by learning and playing strategic card games together.

7-12 16 U110

1 Shah, Shameen Turmeric Treasures: Indian Cooking Learn about the vastness and flavors of Indian cuisine in this class with Mrs. 
Shameen Shah. We will explore the many tastes, sweet, sour, salty, and spicy (just a 
bit) as we learn about the different foods of India. While curry is the most well known, 
we will also explore rice dishes, street food, chutneys, dessert, and of course 
regional specialties focused on vegetarian meals. This will be a hands-on class with 
an introduction to the main Indian spices. Join us for a spice-filled journey! Tasting is 
included (of course!).

9-12 8 Farmhouse

1 Sinclair, Jennifer Play with Clay Have you ever wanted to have free choice to guide your learning style? This class 
will give you the freedom to design and make your own choices for what you will 
create with clay. You must come prepared to learn and have fun while doing it. This 
class is very relaxing, therapeutic, and does not require any previous experience. 
You will be playing with clay so expect to get dirty (if you don't like getting your hands 
or nails dirty, you might reconsider taking this class). You are welcome to repeat this 
class if you have taken it before.

9-12 10 M24 (Hazel 
Petesch Art 
Room)
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1 Smidt, Robert Game On: Multiplayer Madness Do you love video games? Do you enjoy having fun? Then this JanTerm class with 
Mr. Smidt is for you! This class will focus on fun, friendship, and fellowship that is 
established through the community building process of playing fun, multiplayer 
videos games together as a group including Mario Kart, Super Smash Bro's, Beat 
Saber, Crash Bandicoot Racing, and more! Students will be encouraged to bring in 
their own video game consoles so long as the games are multiplayer games that can 
be shared with other students present in the classroom. *Non-repeat students have 
priority. **Games like Fortnite, Rivals, and other Battle Royale-style games will not 
be permitted. ***No games on phones.

7-8 20 M202

1 Sorensen, Robert AP European History Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 20 U208

1 Steinkraus, Katy Knit Lit Calling all book enthusiasts and crafters alike to Knit Lit! Bring a craft of your choice 
such as knitting, crocheting, cross stitch, origami, or drawing and settle in for 80 
minutes of creative calm. While crafting, we will listen to a shared audiobook, 
blending storytelling with hands-on relaxation. This class is a unique opportunity to 
enjoy our peaceful library space, unwind from the grind, and connect with each other. 
Whether you are a seasoned crafter or just curious, Knit Lit is a fun, eye-opening way 
to enjoy literature and crafting in a whole new way. We will even provide drawing and 
coloring materials for anyone who wants to come but doesn't have a craft! No pre-
requisites; repeat students permitted.

7-12 18 M210

1 Strobel, Brent APUSH Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 26 U201

1 Summers, Ryan AP English Literature and Composition Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 19 U204

1 Thompson, Kelsey Middle School Jazz Band Come learn the basics of jazz with Mrs. Thompson! Students will learn multiple jazz 
styles and delve into the world of improvisation. Prior musical knowledge is preferred 
but not required.

7-8 22 M30 (Main 
Music Room)

2 Bell, Elissa The Leadership Challenge In this class, students will have an opportunity to engage with the best leadership 
practices, honing their skills and reflecting on their strengths and weaknesses as a 
leader. The skills students develop in this class will assist them in being successful 
here at Bear Creek as well as in their future life or in any situation in which they find 
themselves. Students will be using the principles outlined in “The Student Leadership 
Challenge,” analyzing story, discovering their own leadership styles, and learning to 
galvanize the leadership potential in those around them.

9-12 20 U106

2 Benyon, Colin Yearbook 2026: What Lies Within the Pages? Join us as we create the 2026 yearbook. In this class, you will learn the basics of 
photography and design through helping produce this year's yearbook. We will talk 
about what this year means to us and bind the memories within. We will also play 
games and eat snacks. Hope to see you this January!

9-12 18 U103

2 Blakeley, Hillary AP Biology Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 11 U102
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2 Brandao, Katie Reacting to the Past: American Revolution Role-Play Students who enjoy strategy and role-playing games, improv, and character-driven 
acting will thrive in this immersive JanTerm course led by Ms. Brandao. Students will 
take on historical personas such as Alexander Hamilton, Robert Livingston, and 
James Delancey to experience the political tensions of 1775-1776 New York. 
Through debates, primary source analysis, and back-room dealings, students will 
build arguments, navigate unpredictable events, and compete for faction control 
(while potentially smuggling tea). The course blends historical inquiry with theatrical 
flair, encouraging students to think critically and creatively. Gameplay includes 
speeches, alliances, secret objectives, and voting rounds. No prior experience 
required. Costumes encouraged!

7-9 18 M207

2 Broyles, Lindy Cards and Coffee Come join Mrs. Broyles to learn and play a variety of card games while sipping on 
delicious beverages. Card games will include but are not limited to Cribbage, Nertz, 
Hearts, Pitch, Spades, Golf, etc. Students will also learn to make delicious espresso 
beverages. 

9-12 20 U101

2 Corrick, Alexandra Little Foods, Big Fun: How to Build a Charcuterie 
Board for Any Occasion

Get ready to slice, style, and snack your way through this deliciously fun course 
hosted by Mrs. Corrick! In Little Foods, Big Fun, students will explore the art of 
assembling beautiful and tasty charcuterie boards that fit any theme—from cozy 
winter holidays to game day gatherings and everything in between. Whether you are 
working with gourmet ingredients or just what's in the fridge, you will learn how to pair 
flavors and textures like a pro, design eye-catching boards with creative flair, build a 
board using what you have on hand, and customize boards for different events and 
holidays. Best of all, students will take home their edible masterpieces to share. No 
prior experience needed—just bring your appetite and imagination!

7-12 18 M210

2 Davis, Josh Together: A Crash Course in Sociology  When should we follow the rules? When should we go along with the crowd? Who 
made these rules anyway? Why do we give one another labels? Is society a good 
thing? Have you asked any of these questions? Or other questions about how our 
lives intersect? What are the ways in which our culture and society shape us, our 
desires, and actions? Come join Mr. Davis to explore the wild world of living in 
society together through the study of sociology. In this course, we will explore crazy 
and sometimes bizarre ways we live in community. 

7-12 18 U203

2 Dingwall, Chelsie Hollywood Movie Adaptations of Classic Literature Ever wonder why classical literature is considered classic? Why do people read 
these stories time and time again? Join Ms. Dingwall to watch Hollywood film 
adaptations of classical literature and see the classics reinterpreted and told from a 
modern perspective. What would Jane Austen’s Emma  look like when set in the 
1990s? Find out by watching Clueless . Can you imagine Shakespeare’s Twelfth 
Nigh t set in the early 2000s? In the movie She’s the Man , it was! Together, we will 
discuss the classics and watch these and other Hollywood adaptations of great 
literature. Ms. Dingwall will provide baked goods and popcorn! 

9-12 22 U202

2 Faris, Mike Me Like Fire! The Art and Science of Grilling For thousands of years, meat and flame have been combined to sustain us. And 
often, it sure does taste good. In this class, students will learn how to grill their food. 
We will discuss heat sources, grill materials, rubs, sauces, meats, and veggies. And 
we will eat. As a final project, students will prepare a meal for their families. Students 
will be working with open flames. This class may not be repeated but arrangements 
can be made to be a teacher’s assistant if the course has been taken before.

9-12 15 Nagel 
Commons
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2 Fox, Amy Baker's Book Club Students will learn how to bake simple, tasty bread—no experience required! Each 
session includes a quick baking demo, time to prep your dough, and then a peaceful 
30-minute reading break while the dough rises (aka proves). It’s the perfect blend of 
hands-on kitchen time and quiet literary escape. During JanTerm, students will bake 
at least three loaves or rolls and enjoy the rhythm of mixing, reading, and baking 
together.

7-12 12 Farmhouse

2 Gardiner, Catherine Españoooooool: An Introduction to Spanish Do you know what language you will study in Upper School? Do you ever plan to 
vacation in a Spanish-speaking country? As of 2022, there were more than 572 
million Spanish speakers around the globe with the United State home to the second-
largest Spanish-speaking population in the world after Mexico. It is inevitable that you 
will run into a Spanish speaker at some point in your life. So why not learn some 
Spanish from Profe Gardiner, one of our Upper School Spanish teachers? In this 
JanTerm course, students will create imaginative stories and experience aspects of 
Latin culture all while learning some basic Spanish. Intended for true beginners. 

7-8 20 U207

2 Gruber, Eric Woodshop 101: A Practical Introduction to 
Woodworking

In this hands-on woodworking course, students will explore the journey from raw 
wood to finished product through two engaging projects. The class begins with 
carving a wooden spoon, starting with green wood and learning the process of 
shaping, carving, and finishing. In the second week, students will transform a board 
into a keepsake box, gaining experience with basic joinery techniques and essential 
woodworking skills. No prior experience is required, just an interest in learning. 
Students must be able to follow safety protocols and demonstrate responsible tool 
handling throughout the course. Students will complete two projects and gain a 
deeper appreciation for craftsmanship. The course is taught by Bear Creek dad, Eric 
Gruber, who brings a passion for woodworking. (Note: No power tools will be used in 
this class. Parents will be asked to sign a waiver.)

9-12 6 Main Prop 
Shop

3 Higley, Phil Building, Painting, and Playing with Boardgame 
Miniatures

If you love to play boardgames, come join Mr. Higley for building, painting, and 
playing with board game miniatures. A variety of miniatures will be provided as well 
as paints and brushes (and other supplies). You are welcome to bring your own 
supplies as well. Examples of games include D&D, Warhammer, Gloomhaven, and 
LOTRs. Additionally, if you just want to paint figurines for fun, that's cool too.

7-8 20 M208

2 Mack, Jared Songwriting (and Recording)  with Mr. Mack Come learn to write an original song with Mr. Mack.  Students will collaborate to turn 
their ideas into tunes and culminate with recording their songs in the studio. This 
course is designed for new songwriters as well as those who have been writing for 
years. 

7-12 12 U141 (Vivaldi 
Drama Room)

2 Malkasian, Gary Building Websites with HTML and CSS This is an introductory, project-based class that teaches students the foundational 
languages of web development: HTML for content and structure, and CSS for styling. 
You will build and publish a live website of your own design for layout, colors, fonts, 
images, videos, slides shows, and more! This is a shorter version of a class that Mr. 
Malkasian teaches at Lake Washington Tech.

7-12 18 U205

2 Mendezona, Tyler Pickleball Come get picklish in this fun course with Coach Mendo! Pickleball is a paddle sport 
that combines elements of tennis, badminton, and ping-pong using a paddle and 
plastic ball with holes. Rules for pickleball are simple, making it a great introductory 
sport. It can also be quite the challenging, fast-paced, and competitive game when 
people become more experienced at playing. Students will play singles and doubles 
tournaments.

9-12 22 Gym

2 Meyer, Stephanie Beading Designs and Ambient Tunes Have you always wanted to create your own jewelry? Join Mrs. Meyer in crafting 
delightful jewelry with beads, wire, and other findings. Students will make bracelets, 
earrings, and other lovely pieces during the time we have together. Students will also 
explore soothing ambient music to set the tone. Beginners welcome!

7-12 14 M201
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2 Montalvo, Aaron AP Calculus AB Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 29 U227 (Andrea 
Lairson Library)

2 Park, Katy Seoulful Strokes: Korean Calligraphy and Arts Are you a fan of K-pop, K-dramas, or Korean culture? This course invites you to 
explore the beauty of Korean calligraphy while connecting it to the excitement of 
modern Korean culture. Using traditional brush pens, you will learn to bring Hangeul, 
the Korean alphabet, to life through creative calligraphy projects. Along the way, we 
will look at how this timeless art still shapes today’s K-pop styles, K-drama visuals, 
and even the design of K-food packaging. No prior knowledge of Korean is 
required—just curiosity, creativity, and a love for Korean culture. By the end, you will 
have your own calligraphy art to show off and a fresh appreciation of the Korean 
written language, Hangeul. This course is taught by Bear Creek parent Katy Park.

7-12 15 U214

2 Pina, Laura BR-OGA Yoga? Good. Brunch? Good. Yoga and brunch? Even better. BR-OGA is a morning 
wellness experience designed and taught by Laura Pina. Each session begins with a 
beginner-friendly yoga flow focused on breath, movement, and restoration, followed 
by a delicious breakfast enjoyed together. This course is open to all experience 
levels—no prior yoga background required—and is perfect for students looking to 
start their day with calm, connection, and community. Repeat students are welcome! 
Note: This class is only open to females.

7-12 20 U143 (Charles 
Wesley Choir 
Room)

2 Ramoji, Sudheer AI Unleashed: Exploring the Brainpower Behind 
Smart Machines

Dive deep into a realm where technology blends seamlessly with imagination. This 
captivating JanTerm course is handcrafted by Sudheer Ramoji, Scientist at Amazon, 
and enriched with insights from 15 years of work in the AI field. Ever wonder how Siri 
seems so intuitive or how game characters move with such realism? The nature of 
this course is interactive and explorative, blending theory with real-world examples. 
Students will unearth the AI secrets behind popular gadgets, emphasizing its 
omnipresence in our lives. Engaging and hands-on, it couples theoretical foundations 
with tangible real-world applications. While it is a boon to have a basic grasp of linear 
algebra and probability theory, these are purely optional. Students of all backgrounds 
are welcome! All that's required is an inquisitive mind and a passion for the wonders 
of technology. Step onboard for a riveting journey through AI's magical landscape 
and experience the future now!

7-12 18 U209

2 Rogers, Sean AP Physics 1 Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 17 U110

2 Schnarre, Jacky Let’s Be Knotty: Embroidery Floss Creations A lot of knots tied together can create many a lovely thing including friendship 
bracelets, cross stitch, and embroidery. We will spend time looking at the basics of 
knot tying for friendship bracelets focusing first on patterned bracelets and moving 
into more elaborate designs with images. Once you feel comfortable with knots, we 
will focus on cross stitching and creating designs on fabric with simple x’s. Come and 
explore the colorful world of knots.

9-12 16 M204

2 Schuldt, Mark World War Two Pacific War Simulation WWII, table-top strategy, and history enthusiasts will find a unique opportunity for 
learning and fun in this JanTerm course. This is a new and revised version of this 
Simulation and will include specific scenario-based play rather that a full scale 
theater campaign. Students will learn about the history, and the strategies, employed 
by Japan and the United States in the Pacific between 1941 and 1945. Students will 
form teams to take either side and work together to manage the economy, logistics, 
strategy, and combat of the Pacific War. We will use elaborate rules and systems to 
manage a simulation far more complete than any board game can offer. This class is 
intended for students who love complex board games, war-strategy, and teamwork. 
This course will be challenging and require maturity and endurance. 

9-12 16 U210
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2 Shipley, Lani AP Calc BC Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 8 U105

2 Sinclair, Jennifer Play with Clay Have you ever wanted to have free choice to guide your learning style? This class 
will give you the freedom to design and make your own choices for what you will 
create with clay. You must come prepared to learn and have fun while doing it. This 
class is very relaxing, therapeutic, and does not require any previous experience. 
You will be playing with clay so expect to get dirty (if you don't like getting your hands 
or nails dirty, you might reconsider taking this class). You are welcome to repeat this 
class if you have taken it before.

7-8 10 M24 (Hazel 
Petesch Art 
Room)

2 Smidt, Robert Game On: Multiplayer Madness Do you love video games? Do you enjoy having fun? Then this JanTerm class with 
Mr. Smidt is for you! This class will focus on fun, friendship, and fellowship that is 
established through the community building process of playing fun, multiplayer 
videos games together as a group including Mario Kart, Super Smash Bro's, Beat 
Saber, Crash Bandicoot Racing, and more! Students will be encouraged to bring in 
their own video game consoles so long as the games are multiplayer games that can 
be shared with other students present in the classroom. *Non-repeat students have 
priority. **Games like Fortnite, Rivals, and other Battle Royale-style games will not 
be permitted. ***No games on phones.

7-8 20 M202

2 Summers, Ryan AP English Literature and Composition Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 11 U204

2 Various Lower School Classroom Assistant Looking for a meaningful way to spend JanTerm? Get to know some of our youngest 
Grizzlies and make a lasting impact! This special opportunity invites seniors to serve 
in a Lower School classroom (grades K – 4) for one 80-minute block each day of 
JanTerm. You will be matched with a Lower School teacher and become part of 
his/her classroom community for eight (8) days. Each day will look a little bit different, 
assisting teachers with prep, supporting students during homeroom lessons, joining 
them in specialist classes, or even playing alongside students at recess. It is a 
chance to build relationships, grow in leadership, and earn up to 10 hours of 
community service. Pre-registraion is required for this course, and spots are not 
guaranteed. If you are interested, please let Ms. Hale know by October 29. Daily 
attendance is required.

12 Limited Lower School

2 Yang, Eddie The Law School Experience (and Beyond) A homeowner knows about a broken stair on the front porch but doesn’t warn a 
delivery driver that gets injured while making a delivery. Is the homeowner liable? 
What if instead of a delivery driver, it is a trespasser? Join this engaging class where 
you have the opportunity to discuss real-life cases and learn how lawyers craft 
arguments as well as how judges make decisions. Eddie Yang, a Bear Creek dad 
and lawyer at Microsoft, will drive discussions mimicking a law school class and open 
discussions to some of the different career paths that are available in the legal 
profession. No prerequisites are required for this class.

9-12 18 U208

3 Besaw, Jim Pickleball Discover the fastest-growing sport in America! This JanTerm course introduces 
students to the fundamentals of pickleball—an exciting blend of tennis, badminton, 
and ping-pong. Whether you are a beginner or looking to sharpen your skills, you will 
learn rules, techniques, and strategies through hands-on play. The class will 
culminate in a fun tournament where everyone gets a chance to compete.

7-8 20 Gym
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3 Bird, Prisca Animated Movie Magic with Studio Ghibli, Aardman, 
and Disney 

Come ride in a cat bus and hang out with sky pirates. Help teach a giant robot the 
difference between good and evil. Cheer on the escape attempt of a group of brave 
chickens from a poultry farm. Join Ms. Bird for this special film course celebrating the 
history of animation and the dynamic storytelling of Studio Ghibli, Aardman, and 
Disney. In addition to enjoying some classic animated films, you will gain film 
analysis skills and will create artworks connected to each film. Through breathtaking 
scenery and unforgettable alliances, animated movies invite us to see our world 
anew as a place of true enchantment and meaningful connections. 

7-10 22 U202

3 Bolton, Kelsey; Graves, 
Elizabeth; Krauskopf, 
Marissa

Sip and Stroll Do you enjoy going for a walk in nature? How about sipping a hot beverage and 
chatting with friends? Perhaps you find rest in a solo stroll? Join Mrs. Bolton, Mrs. 
Krauskopf, Madame Graves, and others for an enriching experience that combines 
the simple pleasures of walking, talking, and sipping a favorite hot (or cold) beverage 
with contemplations on God, nature, faith, and creative expression, among others. 
We will stroll in nearby natural landscapes and parks in an effort to get away, re-
charge, and re-focus. Prerequisite: ability to walk. Repeat students permitted. 

7-8 15 Offsite

3 Broyles, Dan Personal Finance In this course, students will learn practical financial skills like budgeting, saving, and 
avoiding debt. Join Mr. Broyles to discover responsible money management through 
engaging lessons and real-world applications.

7-12 20 M207

3 Broyles, Lindy Cards and Coffee Come join Mrs. Broyles to learn and play a variety of card games while sipping on 
delicious beverages. Card games will include but are not limited to Cribbage, Nertz, 
Hearts, Pitch, Spades, Golf, etc. Students will also learn to make delicious espresso 
beverages. 

9-12 20 U101

3 Coleman, Emily Are you ready? LEGO®! Do you love building things out of LEGO®? If you have been building for years or love 
walking by a LEGO® store and you want every set, then Mrs. Coleman's class is for 
you. Come have fun building by having team-building competitions, using your 
creativity, and being able to use your building brain to come up with new creations. 
We will go through struggles but, as a team, we will problem solve, brainstorm new 
ideas, and just all around have fun. Just as LEGO® pieces can be put together to 
make something beautiful, we will see how every piece is important to hold our 
creations together just as God does in every day of our lives.

7-12 22 M203

3 Dunn, Donna AP Environmental Science Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 15 U102

3 Faris, Mike Me Like Fire! The Art and Science of Grilling For thousands of years, meat and flame have been combined to sustain us. And 
often, it sure does taste good. In this class, students will learn how to grill their food. 
We will discuss heat sources, grill materials, rubs, sauces, meats, and veggies. And 
we will eat. As a final project, students will prepare a meal for their families. Students 
will be working with open flames. This class may not be repeated but arrangements 
can be made to be a teacher’s assistant if the course has been taken before.

9-12 15 Nagel 
Commons

3 Higley, Phil RPG Extravaganza! Come join Mr. Higley for role playing board games. In this class, we will focus on the 
art and science of board game RPG playing. Participants will gain skills in not just 
"playing games" but also learn strategy that challenges the mind and builds tactical 
social skills in the process. Games available will be D&D, Dominion, and Magic the 
Gathering. 

7-8 20 M208
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3 Hill, Daniel Powerlifting Students will learn and perfect the techniques of powerlifting: mastering movement in 
the barbell squat, barbell chest press, and barbell deadlift. Coach Hill will teach the 
proper form for the three main foundational movements of powerlifting (squat, bench, 
deadlift) as well as how to add accessories to your physical strength training program 
to advance your strength and scale intensity to help solidify strength gains and avoid 
injury.

9-12 16 Fitness Center

3 Kuhle, James Ukulele JAMTerm Enjoy the island vibes and learn the basics of Hawaii’s famous instrument with Mr. 
Kuhle. We will learn chords, strum patterns, and play along to both popular and 
traditional songs. Students with their own ukuleles are welcome to bring them to the 
class; for those who don't own one, the school will provide one. 

7-12 16 M30 (Main 
Music Room)

3 Lee, Hana Annyeong Hankook: An Immersion into South Korean 
Language and Culture

Curious about K-pop or K-dramas? Or maybe you are already a fan. Do you love 
Korean food or are you curious about dishes such as kimchi and Korean BBQ? Join 
Mrs. Lee and dive into all of the above topics and more while immersing yourself in 
the Korean language. Through exploration of Korean food, music, fashion, and art, 
students will learn how to engage in basic conversations in Korean. They will also 
master Hangeul, the Korean alphabet, in order to read and write in Korean. No prior 
knowledge of Korean required. 

7-12 16 Farmhouse

3 LeQuatte, Josie The Nail Salon Join Ms. LeQuatte and learn all the different ways to paint your nails! Students will 
get to practice various types of nail designs with gel polish on their own nails as well 
as on acrylic sets. All materials for painting nails will be provided. 

9-12 15 M206

3 Meyer, Stephanie Fiber and Flair: Intermediate Jewelry Design Building on the foundations from Beading Designs and Ambient Tunes, this class 
invites you to explore more advanced techniques in wearable art. You will design and 
create unique pieces using beads, wire, and fabric elements, learning how to 
incorporate textiles into jewelry for added texture and flair. Whether you are refining 
your skills or discovering new materials, this course is all about creativity, 
craftsmanship, and personal expression.

7-12 14 M201

3 Montalvo, Aaron AP Statistics Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 23 U103

3 Norris, Kenneth AP English Language and Composition Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 18 U206

3 Plourde, Brittany Digital Drawing and Coffee Shop Vibes Immerse yourself in the world of digital drawing in a relaxed, coffee shop-inspired 
setting in this JanTerm class. Students of all skill levels are invited to join this open, 
collaborative space where you can help each other and share ideas. Mrs. Plourde 
will provide a brief introduction to the world of digital art for those who need it and will 
be available to answer any digital art-related questions. Join us for this community-
focused experience when you will enhance your skills, work on your art, enjoy 
delicious snacks, and vibe to the perfect playlist.

7-12 15 U109 
(Innovation 
Lab)

3 Schnarre, Jacky Let’s Be Knotty: Embroidery Floss Creations A lot of knots tied together can create many a lovely thing including friendship 
bracelets, cross stitch, and embroidery. We will spend time looking at the basics of 
knot tying for friendship bracelets focusing first on patterned bracelets and moving 
into more elaborate designs with images. Once you feel comfortable with knots, we 
will focus on cross stitching and creating designs on fabric with simple x’s. Come and 
explore the colorful world of knots.

7-8 16 M204

3 Schuldt, Mark Strategy Board Games Come play a selection of fantastic strategy-based board games with Mr. Schuldt. 
This class will be a blast for everyone from elite board gamers and casual hobbyist 
board gamers or even those interested in trying serious board games for the first 
time. We will be playing medium-to-rigorous board games, but Mr. Schuldt will help 
you, so do not feel intimidated. If you have a great game of your own, feel free to 
bring it!

9-12 20 U209
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3 Scrivner, Marianne How to Host a Game Night Come and join Mrs. Scrivner to learn how to host a delicious and fun game night with 
friends. During each class period, students will learn to prepare a quick and easy 
snack followed by learning and playing strategic card games together.

7-12 16 U110

3 Shipley, Lani AP Calculus BC Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 15 U105

3 Sorensen, Robert AP European History Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 14 U208

3 Strobel, Brent AP United States History Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 18 U201

3 Thompson, Kelsey Upper School Beginning Band Learn how to play an instrument with Mrs. Thompson! Beginning Band is open to all 
students regardless of prior musical knowledge. Students will choose a band 
instrument to learn over the course of JanTerm. Instruments and music will be 
provided.

9-12 22 U136 (Alleva 
Band Room)

3 Wong, Bethany Pride, Prejudice, and Pottery We credit C.S. Lewis with the quote, “You can never get a cup of tea large enough or 
a book long enough to suit me.” On the theme of tea and books, in this course, we 
will listen to an audiobook of Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice  while painting mini 
tea sets. Bring your enthusiasm, your artistry, and a friend, to listen to one of the 
greatest enemies-to-lovers stories in English literature. Spilling the tea will never be 
the same.

7-8 15 M211

4 Bell, Elissa AP Chemistry Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 17 U106

4 Besaw, Jim Game On: Multiplayer Madness Do you love video games? Do you enjoy having fun? Then this JanTerm class with 
Mr. Smidt is for you! This class will focus on fun, friendship, and fellowship that is 
established through the community building process of playing fun, multiplayer 
videos games together as a group, including Mario Kart, Super Smash Bro's, Beat 
Saber, Crash Bandicoot Racing, and more! Students will be encouraged to bring in 
their own video game consoles so long as the games are multiplayer games that can 
be shared with other students present in the classroom. *Non-repeat students have 
priority. **Games like Fortnite, Rivals, and other Battle Royale-style games will not 
be permitted. ***No games on phones.

9-12 18 M202

4 Betts, Terry Fiber Crafting In the Fiber Crafting class, you can learn to knit and/or crochet. No previous 
experience is necessary, but anyone with hand-craft experience is welcome. 
Students will learn basic knitting stitches and/or basic crochet stitches with the goal 
of making something you can wear or use. This class will be taught by Bear Creek 
grandparent Terry Betts.

7-10 12 M208

4 Bird, Prisca That's Propaganda! Discerning Truth from 
Manipulation

Uncle Sam wants YOU! All the Power to the Soviets! Brush Your Teeth! Join Ms. 
Bird for an exciting history course that covers how different 20th century world 
governments and organizations have used the power of film, music, and artwork to 
influence the beliefs of everyday citizens. We will watch propaganda films from a 
variety of time periods (WWI, WWII, and the Cold War) and will analyze artwork that 
advances both positive and negative social agendas. Learn to think like a historical 
propagandist so that you can better discern fact from fiction in the media that you 
consume today! 

8-12 20 U209
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4 Coleman, Emily Are you ready? LEGO®! Do you love building things out of LEGO®? If you have been building for years or love 
walking by a LEGO® store and you want every set, then Mrs. Coleman's class is for 
you. Come have fun building by having team-building competitions, using your 
creativity, and being able to use your building brain to come up with new creations. 
We will go through struggles but, as a team, we will problem solve, brainstorm new 
ideas, and just all around have fun. Just as LEGO® pieces can be put together to 
make something beautiful, we will see how every piece is important to hold our 
creations together just as God does in every day of our lives.

7-12 22 M203

4 Corrick, Alexandra Books, Brownies, and Banter Love books? Curious what your friends are reading? Mrs. Corrick's course offers a 
cozy space to read books of your choice, sip hot cocoa, munch on baked goods, and 
dive into meaningful conversations. Whether you are into fantasy, mystery, graphic 
novels, or memoirs, you will have time to read that book you have been meaning to 
finish in a laid-back environment and join group discussions guided by curated 
questions. You will also get to explore what others are reading and discover new 
favorites through a book recommendation bot designed to help you find your next 
great read. Requirements: curiosity, a love of chocolate, and emotional attachment to 
fictional characters.

7-10 18 M210

4 Cross, Kelly From Chaos to Creation: Metal Sculpture Art Do you like making order out of chaos? Can you imagine constructing miniature 
models of famous buildings, everyday items, and/or animals? This hands-on course 
introduces students to the fundamentals of metal model art. Emphasis is placed on 
creative problem-solving, teamwork, and patience. Students will work individually 
and collaboratively to design artistic metal sculptures, culminating in finished 
products that showcases their skills and vision. No prior experience required; all skill 
levels welcome. You need only a cheerful and cooperative attitude!

7-8 18 M207

4 Davison, Kevin Tabletop Wargaming Tabletop Wargaming is an incredibly popular pastime across the world, and has 
been for decades. From generals and gentry who use it to study historical battles, to 
popular variants that put players into fighting fantasy or scifi battles, enthusiasts love 
the ability to collect pieces, build, paint, model terrain, learn strategies, and face off 
with their friends. In this class, you will learn how to do build your own army and 
battle table from the ground up, from building an individual piece to constructing 
terrain to fight in and getting to play with your friends. So sign up and let your 
imagination take over!

7-12 18 U203

4 Dunn, Donna AP Environmental Science Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 14 U102

4 Gomulkiewicz, Katie It's a Dog's Life Do you love dogs? If so, then this class is for you! Spend two weeks petting puppies 
and learning more about canis lupus familiaris  including the origins of the domestic 
dog, the life of a working dog, and what it’s like to be a pet influencer. And why is Ms. 
Gomulkiewicz qualified to talk about dogs? Well, first of all she loves them! But also, 
when not working hard as your college advisor, Ms. Gomulkiewicz is a dog mom to 
Oscar Wilde and Scout who have more that 21k followers on Instagram, and she 
also competes with her labrador in scent detection competitions. In short, she’s a 
total dog mom. Sign up for this class if you want to witness the amazing power of a 
dog’s nose, learn basic tips and tricks to train your own pet, and cuddle with corgis.

9-12 20 U105
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4 Jackson, Michelle Hand Lettering and Bullet Journaling Students will learn a variety of hand lettering techniques and then put them to use 
setting up their own bullet journals. In a world filled with digital distractions, the bullet 
journal is a pen-to-paper organization method that is rooted in intention and 
reflection. Students will leave with a variety of useful pages, including space for 
gratitude journaling, habit tracking, setting priorities, building a regular prayer life, and 
more. Though bullet journaling can be simple, Mrs. Jackson will take a maximalist 
approach by incorporating lots of color, lettering, doodles, and stickers! Hand 
Lettering and Bullet Journaling is not just for students who are already artistic―come 
learn a creative skill and organize your life! Repeat students permitted.

7-12 20 U107

4 Kuhle, James Ukulele JAMTerm Enjoy the island vibes and learn the basics of Hawaii’s famous instrument with Mr. 
Kuhle. We will learn chords, strum patterns, and play along to both popular and 
traditional songs. Students with their own ukuleles are welcome to bring them to the 
class; for those who don't own one, the school will provide one. 

7-12 16 M30 (Main 
Music Room)

4 Lee, Hana Annyeong Hankook: An Immersion into South Korean 
Language and Culture

Curious about K-pop or K-dramas? Or maybe you are already a fan. Do you love 
Korean food or are you curious about dishes such as kimchi and Korean BBQ? Join 
Mrs. Lee and dive into all of the above topics and more while immersing yourself in 
the Korean language. Through exploration of Korean food, music, fashion, and art, 
students will learn how to engage in basic conversations in Korean. They will also 
master Hangeul, the Korean alphabet, in order to read and write in Korean. No prior 
knowledge of Korean required. 

7-12 16 Farmhouse

4 Mack, Jared IMPROV! with Mr. Mack Come explore long and short form improvisation with Mr. Mack. We will use a variety 
of games and exercises to gain in-the-moment experience of thinking and 
responding in public settings. This course will challenge students to say “yes/and,” to 
celebrate risk taking, and to create characters with speed and precision. Students 
will enjoy learning new techniques for storytelling, expression, and public speaking. 

7-12 22 U40 (Diamond 
Performing Arts 
Center)

4 Mangin, Joel Discover Japan! Get ready for an exciting adventure into the heart of Japanese culture! Whether you 
are a total beginner or already love all things Japan, this course is your passport to 
explore the traditions, tastes, art, and everyday life of one of the most fascinating 
cultures in the world. Each day brings something new—from trying delicious 
Japanese snacks and drinks to learning traditional arts like origami, calligraphy, and 
manga drawing. You will dive into pop culture with anime and J-pop and explore 
ancient customs like the tea ceremony and samurai history. We will play traditional 
games, learn a few handy Japanese words and phrases, and maybe even try out a 
sport like kendama or Japanese-style dodgeball! No textbooks, no pressure—just 
hands-on experiences, cool activities, and a chance to discover what makes Japan 
unique and awesome. This course is perfect for curious minds who want to learn 
through doing, tasting, and playing.

7-12 18 Nagel 
Commons

4 Mendezona, Tyler Basketball Join Coach Mendo for basketball! Come shoot hoops and play against each other in 
The Den. We will play some smaller games but mostly big, full court games. 
Students will scrimmage every day so please bring basketball shoes, basketball 
clothes, and water.

7-12 22 Gym

4 Norris, Kenneth AP English Language and Composition Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 18 U206
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4 Pina, Laura Vocal Lab: The Science of Singing + Application Love to sing? Vocal Lab is a hands-on singing workshop that blends vocal technique 
with performance prep. Students will explore the five core systems of voice 
production—respiration, phonation, registration, articulation, and resonance—to 
improve tone, breath control, and vocal efficiency. The course includes rehearsal 
time for two major performing arts events: Solo and Ensemble Festival and the 
spring musical, Cinderella . However, students do not need to be enrolled in Concert 
Choir or Musical Theater to participate—this lab also supports independent vocal 
study and personal repertoire. Open to all experience levels.

7-12 18 U143 (Charles 
Wesley Choir 
Room)

4 Plourde, Brittany DIY Brand Studio Design your own brand from scratch! In this hands-on course, students will create a 
logo for a personal or business brand, then use the Cricut machine to produce 
custom merch like stickers, decals, T-shirts, and cards. No experience needed—just 
bring your ideas and creativity. The class ends with a showcase of each student’s 
brand and creations.

9-12 15 U109 
(Innovation 
Lab)

4 Rogers, Sean AP Physics 1 Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 15 U110

4 Schnarre, Mark Serving Our Natural Community Guided by Mr. Schnarre, students will work across the street on the school's wooded 
property continuing some much-needed tasks (pruning trees and grape vines, 
clearing ivy, holly, and brush, laying down new trails, etc.). Time will also be carved 
out for a nature walk or two to see what’s happening in the Twenty Acre Wood. Mr. 
Schnarre holds a degree in terrestrial ecology so he is equipped to point out the 
connections between individuals in this forest community. In prior years, this class 
has been a great help, providing care and healthy environments for plants and 
critters, who in turn give us cleaner air and water from this natural oasis. Most of the 
class time will be spent outside, so waterproof shoes, jackets, and work gloves make 
for an enjoyable time outside. Upper School students can get up to 10 community 
service hours for this course!

7-12 20 U149 + Wood's 
Property

4 Schwartz, Brian; Smith, 
Bryan

Inside the Game: Strategies for Business and Beyond What does it really take to succeed in the real world? This two-week course, taught 
by Bear Creek dads and senior leaders at the world’s largest asset manager and 
featuring guest speakers, including top executives and entrepreneurs, equips 
students with real-world skills rarely taught in school. Topics include the 
fundamentals of investing, how to interview like a pro, persuasive communication, 
and negotiation tactics. Along the way, students will hear from influential leaders who 
will share their stories and strategies. Whether you are interested in finance, sports, 
entrepreneurship, or just want to sharpen your competitive edge, this course will 
challenge you to think bigger, act strategically, and communicate with confidence. 
Students will leave with practical tools, insider perspectives, and a clearer sense of 
how to build a successful, impactful career—on their own terms.

9-12 18 U208

4 Summers, Ryan AP English Literature and Composition Required AP class - only for AP students assigned to this class (see separate pdf 
with assignments)

9-12 21 U204

Revised 10/22/2025 Page 14 of 15



JanTerm 2026
Course Catalog

Block Teacher JanTerm Course Title Course Description Grades Max # 
Students

Room

4 Turella, Bobye Fruhstück to Nachtischkarte: German Culture and 
Language for Tourists

Visiting Germany soon (perhaps on the Reformation trip)? Want to learn the 
difference from Tschüss (goodbye) and Weichgekochtes Ei (soft boiled egg)? Then 
come learn about the German language and culture! This course will cover practical, 
real-world language topics like ordering food, tourist sights, as well as salutations. 
Exploring the true meaning of Schadenfeude, the German phenomenon of feeling joy 
at the sight of seeing another's misfortune, learn to unlock the surprising specific and 
delightfully complex lexicon of the German language. The class will focus on the 
cultural areas of Heidelberg, Worms, Wittenburg, and Berlin, areas rich in culture, 
distinctive histories, and special dialects. Journey past the stereotypes and discover 
the nuances, beauty, and wit of the German language and its people. Los geht's! 
(Let's go!) *Note: No prior understanding of German is required. This class is 
intended for true beginners.

7-12 18 U205

4 Various Lower School Classroom Assistant Looking for a meaningful way to spend JanTerm? Get to know some of our youngest 
Grizzlies and make a lasting impact! This special opportunity invites seniors to serve 
in a Lower School classroom (grades K – 4) for one 80-minute block each day of 
JanTerm. You will be matched with a Lower School teacher and become part of 
his/her classroom community for eight days. Each day will look a little bit different, 
assisting teachers with prep, supporting students during homeroom lessons, joining 
them in specialist classes, or even playing alongside students at recess. It is a 
chance to build relationships, grow in leadership, and earn up to 10 hours of 
community service. Pre-registraion is required for this course, and spots are not 
guaranteed. If you are interested, please let Ms. Hale know by October 29. Daily 
attendance is required.

12 Limited Lower School

4 Wong, Bethany Lit and Little Worlds Do you enjoy beautiful words, miniatures, and fine company? Join Lit and Little 
Worlds (hopefully with a friend) to make a literary-themed book nook while listening 
to audiobooks. The hope for this class is as our little worlds come together, so will 
the narrative and our connections with each other. Requirements: a healthy dose of 
resilience, some hand-eye coordination, a sense of humor, and an active 
imagination.

7-12 14 M211
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