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Bethany Helps Prepare
Alumna for Pastorate
by Lois (Johns) Kaufmann (’66)

“What good will this do me in later
life?” This perennial question has
crossed the lips of generations of
students, mine included. It can be a
valid question indicating a desire for
relevant learning. Its danger lies in the
questioner’s limited ability to envision
the future. As a Bethany student in the
mid-60s, I never imagined that I would
be called to be part of a pastoral team.

Bethany nourished my love for

the church and convinced me
of God’s love for humanity.

My first call, to be a teacher, came
to me in my early teens. So my years
at Bethany and Goshen College were
focused toward that imaginable future.

See Goshen, Indiana, on page 7
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Principal Allan Dueck listens to Andy Shenk read a story he wrote and illustrated
during a reading tea hosted by Mrs. Grieser’s grade 6 class.

Tuition Increase Slows

On November 15 Bethany’s board
approved a modest 4.9% tuition
increase for 2000-01, the smallest
increase since 1994!

This increase, which sets high school
tuition at $6,175 and middle school
tuition at $4,600, will pay for salary
and benefit increases and inflation in
the non-personnel portion of the
budget. The increase also pays for
selected “extra” costs such as transpor-
tation for field trips and English and
Bible texts, which on encouragement
from parents have been incorporated
into tuition.

The relatively modest fee increase is
possible because the board has met its
1995 goal to increase the portion of the

See Tuition on page 6

Feasibility Task Force
Implemented

As part of implementing the recom-
mendations from the building feasibil-
ity study completed in March 1999 by
Laudick/Brown & Associates, the
Bethany board has established a
Feasibility Task Force.

The task force’s mandate is to lead
in implementing the recommendations
of last winter’s feasibility study in
preparation for a possible capital
campaign to fund much-needed new
middle school and related facilities.

To date the task force has focused
on seeking ways of more effectively
gathering counsel from and involving a
cross-section of Mennonite and other-
than-Mennonite persons, including

See Task Force on page 6
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Tevye (senior Dan Eash) gives thanks to God during a scene from the high school

musical production of Fiddler on the Roof.

Young Woman of the Year

Senior Rochelle Zehr was one of 13 recognized as Young
Woman of the Year in the fifth annual Elkhart County Salute

to Women.

Rochelle has excelled academically and should qualify for
the Indiana Academic Honors Diploma. She has partici-
pated actively in her church youth group, including a
mission trip to Haiti in 1998. She was a starting defender
for the 1997 girls soccer sectional champions and pitcher for

the 1999 softball sectional champions.

Interterm Appreciation

An elderly gentleman, who has
diabetes and whose wife is blind,
wrote these heartfelt words in a letter
of thanks to participants in the senior
serviceterm to Indianapolis: “Two
girls cleaned our closets, washed
windows, did up our curtains, cleaned
the refrigerator, and so much more.
We can’t thank them enough. God
bless them always.”

Other service groups worked for
Habitat for Humanity in Birmingham,
Ala., for service agencies in Philadel-
phia, Pa., and locally for LaCasa,
Camp Friedenswald, and Greencroft’s
nursing center. Other students studied
cars, theater, lifetime sports, caring

for the elderly, and science in Panama.

The backpacking Interterm group
crosses a suspension bridge during their
four-day trek through Kentucky’s Red
River Gorge.

Fall Athletic Awards

Girls Soccer
Offensive MVP: Sarah Thompson
Defensive MVP: Sarah Buller
Mental Attitude: Rachel Weaver
Most Improved: Hannah Eash

Boys Soccer (no awards given)

Cross Country
Team runner: Jason Maxwell
Mental Attitude: Jed Wulliman
Most Improved: Andy Gingerich

Boys Tennis
MVP: Andrew Lanctot
and Aaron Wieand
Most Improved: Sam Nice
and Chris Kingsley
Volleyball
Team Player: Sarah Yoder
Mental Attitude: Kayla Miller
Most Inspirational: Betsy Leinbach
Most Improved: Emily Schulze

Chess Club Excels

The Bethany Chess Club, in only its
second year, brought home 12 trophies
from the state chess finals last spring.

The high school fielded two teams
which finished fourth and tenth out of
34 teams. A grade 9 and under team
finished fourth out of eight teams in its
division. The chess club is coached by
Dan Shenk (’68).
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Open House
and

Visitors’ Days

Open Houses: Prospective students and
their families are invited to an evening to
learn more about Bethany.
High School: Tuesday, Feb. 8, 7 p.m.
Middle School: Thursday, Feb. 17, 7 p.m.

Visitors’ Days: Feb. 14, 21, and Mar. 13
Prospective students currently in grades 5-8
are invited to shadow Bethany students.
Preregistration is required.

For more information, call admissions counse-
lor Cynthia Good Kaufmann at 534-2567.
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Calendar of Events

Jan. 23 CS at Menonita del Buen Pastor, 10 a.m.
Jan. 29 Donkey basketball, 7 p.m.

Feb. 7 Hacienda Gives Back Fiesta (Goshen only)
Feb. 13 JS at Prairie Street Mennonite, 9:30 a.m.

JS at Yellow Creek Mennonite, 6 p.m.
Feb. 24,25 BCHS Drama, 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 27 JS at Silverwood Mennonite, 9 a.m.

Feb. 27  BCHS Drama, 3 p.m.

Mar. 12 JS at First Mennonite Middlebury, 9 a.m.
Mar. 14  Spring Arts Evening Performance, 7 p.m.
Mar. 21  Parent-principal forum, 7 p.m.

Mar. 24-26 Orchestra Festival at lowa Mennonite
Mar. 24-25 Spring Fun Fest (see p. 6)

Mar. 26 JS at Sunnyside Mennonite, 9:30 a.m.
Apr. 3-7  Spring break (offices closed)

Apr. 5-10 MSEC Choir Tour, Freeman, S.D.
Apr. 14 Junior class fish fry, 4:30-8:00

Note: JS=Jubilate Singers; CS= Cornerstone Singers

Chapel

G1i

mOpses

Choices

“Every choice you make, big or small, will affect your life
down the road,” said guest-speaker Megan Adams.

Megan spoke of her choice to begin drinking alcohol at
the age of 12 that led her into making other poor choices
such as use of cigarettes and drugs, engaging in pre-
marital sex, and accepting abusive relationships.

Megan, about to return to prison for illegally purchasing
prescription drugs, noted that eventually there are conse-
quences for poor choices, which for her has included
addictions, separation from her children, and jail.

She also shared how making good choices has positive
consequences. Most significantly, her recent choice to
follow Christ has given her strength to fight her addictions,
to face her powerlessness as an inmate, and to enjoy life.

Sports Be-attitudes

Social studies teacher Brent Reinhardt and several students
challenged Bethany students and faculty to be conscious of
how we respond to others in the context of sports.

Brent suggested that it is difficult to control instanta-
neous reactions to events we disagree with. However,
“after the initial reaction we can choose how we will
respond and we need to think about what we will do.
How can sports bring out the best, not the worst, in us?”

Feeding the Multitudes

Dr. Ishak Ahmed, who is part of a microscopic Christian
minority in northeast India, urged middle school students
to prepare for mission by learning basic skills in areas
such as music and computer technology and learning
professions of service such as doctors, nurses, or teachers.

He also challenged students to not look out for our-
selves, but to “be like the boy who allowed Jesus to use
his lunch to feed 5000 people and allow Jesus to bless our
lives and use it for thousands of people.”

Infatuation vs. True Love

“I do not believe in love at first sight—attraction, yes, but
not love,” said John Drescher. “Love is like a plant and
needs to be nurtured by mutual respect and appreciation.”

Drescher, a former pastor, editor and author of
numerous books on love, marriage, and relationships,
urged teenagers to not go steady but to “date and rate,”
taking time to find the qualities desired in a mate. “Keep
your eyes wide open before marriage—and close them at
least half after marriage,” he advised.

Drescher suggested numerous ways to determine what
is infatuation and what is love. “Love is more than a
mere feeling that changes with each passing mood and it
is not synonomous with sex. True love stirs you to be a
better person and enriches you both.”
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Keeping
Pace

nites to have effective ways to respond
and teach alternatives to violence.

Dave Bauman (°72), Summerdale,
Pa., testified on flexibility for quality
programs and innovative ideas for
quality teachers before the U.S. House
of Representatives’ Education Subcom-

Duane Leatherman (°76) died
November 8 in Lancaster, Pa.,
following a 15-year illness.

Rebecca Martin (°76) and husband
James Picht, Cleveland, Ohio, gave
birth to daughter Emma on January
24, 1999. Rebecca completed a

mittee of Postsecondary Education,
Training, and Life-Long Learning
Committee on Education and the
Workforce on May 5. He is currently
president-elect of the Pennsylvania
Science Teachers Association and
director of Capital Area Institute for
Mathematics and Science.

Bob Hostetler (°76) and wife Nur, Las
Vegas, Nev., gave birth to daughter
Jasmine on September 25.

Ginny (Davidhizar) Birky (’66),
Albany, Ore., serves on Western
Mennonite School’s board of directors
and chairs the policy subcommittee.

LeRoy Mast (’67), pastor of Pleasant
Valley Mennonite Church in
Hammondsport, N.Y., has become
involved in violence prevention
discussion in his community as groups
have come to him expecting Menno-

Class of '69 Reunion

The class of *69 held its 30-year reunion on November 13 at
Goshen’s Greencroft Senior Center. Thirty-three class
members and spouses enjoyed dinner and sharing.

The class of ’64 held its 35-year class reunion on September
18 at the Oakwood Inn in Syracuse, Ind. Fifty-two people
attended the evening of dinner and sharing.

The 28 classmates in attendance included (top to bottom
from left): (row 1) Dennis Hartman, Carol (Bauman) Miller;
(row 2) Dana Martin, Titus King, Edith (Slabaugh) Shanholt,
Shirley (Bollman) Bricker, Rita (Hooley) Troyer, Cheryl (Weldy)
Martin; (row 3) Darrel Sommers, Marilyn (Schrock) Stutzman,
Marilyn (Davidhizar) Miller, Janice (Christophel) Langstaff,
Becky (Troyer) Christophel, Inez (Miller) Householter, Carol
(Gingerich) Beachy; (row 4) Paul Yoder, Marolyn (Hershberger)
Yoder, Eileen (Yoder) Miller, Carolyn (Hershberger) Riegsecker,
Nancy (Miller) Ketcham, Thomas Bontrager; (row 5) Don
Graber, Marcia Schweitzer, David Kaufman, Merlin Hartman,
Cecil Bontreger, Paul Byler, Rhoda (Yoder) Troyer.

degree in massage therapy in March.

Timo Ovaska (°78), who was an
exchange student from Finland,
teaches chemistry at Connecticut
College in New London. He has one
child in college and one at home.

Terri (Stoltzfus) Yeater (’80) married
Ed Swoveland on September 4 in Goshen.

Steve Voran (’81) married Gwendolyn
Grasse on October 16 at Calico Rock,
Arkansas.

The class of ’89 met for its ten-year reunion on September 25
at Mirror Valley Retreat Center near Union, Mich. Much of
the time was spent reminiscing and updating through informal
times of talk and walks in the woods.

The 21 class members in attendance included (left to right):
(front row) Denise Risser, Jen (Helmuth) Shenk, Erika (Yoder)
Meyer, Calvin Swartzendruber, Brent Nunemaker, Eric Beck;
(middle row) Tamara (Riegsecker) Miller, Wendy (Bontrager)
Nunemaker, Susie Lambright, Stacy (Schmucker) Stoltzfus, Jill
(Troyer) Miller, (back row) Frances Barkman, Deanna Risser,
Trish (Jones) Depew, Susan (Miller) Beasy, Jim Maust, Cara
Jones, Nate Kingsley, Jon Helmuth, Lance Miller, Kent Oyer.

Future Class Reunions

The class of ’55 is planning a weekend retreat at Camp
Mack, Milford, Ind., for its 45-year reunion on June 2-3,
2000. Committee members are Lewis Hochstedler (219
773-4335), Marietta Slabach (219 773-3397), and Willard
Slabaugh (219 862-2420).

The class of ’60 is planning its 40-year reunion for July 1,
2000 at Bread & Chocolate in Goshen. Reunion coordina-
tors are Shirley (Miller) Miller, 67353 CR 27, Goshen, IN
46526 and Dorcas (Miller) Steider, 60427 CR 21, Goshen,
IN 46528.
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Stacy (Haines) Krahn (’82) and
husband Brian, Elkhart, Ind., gave
birth to son Stuart on October 26.
Stacy works part-time as a pediatric
nurse practioner and along with her
husband home-schools daughter Taylor.

Morlin Elias (’84) and wife Juli,
Seattle, Wash., gave birth to son Liam
Jacob on September 11.

Tammy (Stern) Miller ('84) teaches
morning kindergarten in Nappanee,
Ind. She and husband Myron, Goshe

have two sons: Jared (5) and Joel (2).

Darrell Gascho ('85) married Julie
Hertzler on October 23 in Goshen.

Cheryl (°85,592-95) Nester-Detweiler
manages a new Ten Thousand Villages
store in Princeton, N.J

Dawn (Bontrager) Schwartz (’88)
and husband Brad, Greeley, Colo.,
gave birth to daughter Lindsey Dawn
on August 14.

Eric Beck (°89) and wife Susan, White
Pigeon, Mich., gave birth to daughter
Asha Landes on November 22.

Todd Miller (°’89) and wife Pamela,
Middlebury, Ind., gave birth to son
Brock Michael on September 17.

Monica (Yoder) Roth (°89) and
husband Chris, Elkhart, Ind., gave
birth to son Aidan Christopher on
October 27.

9

n

Joel Miller (°90) and wife Angela,
Bristol, Ind., gave birth to Dustin Dale
on November 9.

Alison (Birkey) Sties ("91) and her
husband Mark, Harrisonburg, Va.,
compose and perform contemporary
Christian music. Their web site is
freeyellow.com/members3/markweb.

Ami (Steiner) Damer (°91) and
husband Rick, Howe, Ind., gave birth
to Matthew Eric on December 7.

Jennifer (°92) and Nathan (°95)
Christophel Lichti serve with Menno-
nite Voluntary Service in Tuscon, Ariz.

Karena (Miller) Hixon (°93) and hus-
band William, Goshen, Ind., gave birth
to son Brayden William on October 14.

Matthew Schmidt (93) married Lisa
Holsopple on September 4 in Goshen.

Rachel Kauffman (*95) began a
mission internship in Benin in Septem-
ber with Mennonite Board of Missions.

Sandra Rolén Miller (°95), adminis-
trative assistant for Mennonite Board of
Missions, develops partnerships between
congregations and mission workers.

Kristin (Stiffney) Grantham (*95) and
husband Matt, Elkhart, Ind., gave birth
to son Benjamin Scott on October 12.

Ryan Gingerich (’96) married Nicole
Leonti on October 18.

Hello, Bethany Christian Schools calling. . .

On six evenings and one Saturday morning in November, this phrase was

repeated by 21 people—students, alumni,

and board members assisting develop-

ment director Susan Gingerich in contacting alumni from classes graduating

between 1955 and 1975.

Of the 1,426 alum in those classes, 33 percent were reached by phone and
pledged $11,370 toward the goal of $43,000—an increase of $1,800 from last
year. Individual pledges ranged from $10 to $2,000 with the average pledge of
$43. Alumni who mailed in donations earlier were not contacted by phone.

The classes of ’58 and ’74 pledged the most dollars, while the class of ’55
had the highest percentage (71 %) of classmates contacted make pledges.

Alumni contributions are applied towards budget items such as tuition
assistance, classroom equipment, and general operating expenses.

In the spring of 2000, classes graduating between 1976 and 1999 will be
contacted via phonathon for pledges and contributions.

Service Participants

Five 1999 Bethany graduates are
participating in Mennonite Board of
Mission’s Service Adventure program:
Kristin Buller, Albany, Ore.
Landon Yoder, Albuquerque, N.M.
Mike Malott, Johnstown, Pa.
Dan Charles, Norristown, Pa.
Conrad Burkholder, Raleigh, N.C.

Email Discussion Group

An email discussion group for alumni,
students, faculty, and friends of
Bethany is available: email
behs_discussion-subscribe@egroups.com.

Bethany development director Susan
Gingerich is gathering alumni email
addresses. Send your email address to
her at sdyging@hotmail.com.

Correction

Amanda Friesen ("99) was the first
high school student from the U.S. to
serve as worship leader at the Menno-
nite Church biennium youth conven-
tion. Ann Weber from Canada served
in that role in 1979.

fPF:ING
F%

Friday and Saturday
March 24-25, 2000

Fun for the whole family!

® Auctions
— Quilts
- New and used
- Silent boards
* Bake sale
® Barbeque chicken
¢ Children’s activities/carnival
* Hoop shoot
® Pancake and sausage breakfast

Contact Bethany at 219 534-2567
to donate items, time, or money.

Proceeds will be used
for tuition assistance.

Fun Fest goal is $80,000.
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Hartzler Remembered for Service

Harold Hartzler, board member since 1989, died of a heart attack while jogging
on November 6. He is survived by his wife Rachel and four children who have
attended Bethany: Joel ("92), A. Jon (°95), Carrie (’00), and Dori (’03).

Harold was one of Bethany’s most avid supporters. His goal as a board
member was to “equip young people for Christ-centered service in whatever
area they desire to serve.” He especially hoped that “some Bethany students
will be motivated to choose full-time church service.”

During a devotional in his last board meeting, Harold drew on John 14 to
encourage us “with the promise of comfort in our ‘Father’s house,” in contrast
to much of what is happening in the world. As Christians we enjoy the promise
of a spiritual place where our spirits can connect with God’s spirit.”

In addition to his involvement on the board, Harold and his wife Rachel have
volunteered significant hours in beautifying the Friendship Garden and assisting
with the Spring Fun Fest.

Harold Hartzler was willing to help Bethany in many ways, even paying to have his
face painted at the kid’s carnival connected with the annual Spring Fun Fest.

Task Force (from page 1)

individuals with business and signifi-
cant church/community connections.

The task force members are: Cindy
Hawkins, Eldon Heatwole, Sherm
Kauffman, Bob and Sue Miller, Fred
Ramser, Bertha Bontrager Rhodes,
Lovina Rutt, Kay Schrock, Dale
Shenk, consultants Chip Brown and
Michael Laudick, and staff members
Allan Dueck and Susan Gingerich.

Communication with Constituents

The task force is also exploring ways
to strengthen communication between
Bethany and constituent groups such as
parents and congregations. Ways
Bethany now communicates with
congregations include:

e quarterly Memo to pastors

o quarterly Bulletin to households

¢ church newsletter announcements

monthly news to youth sponsors

calendar and athleic passes to

pastors and youth sponsors

¢ advocates in local congregations

® Fun Fest reps for spring fundraiser

® music groups in worship services
and resource junior high groups

® meals with pastors

¢ forum for pastors to hear about
Bible curriculum

e principal Allan Dueck and Bible
teacher Dale Shenk available for
preaching

® meetings with church council/reps
on special issues (e.g. partnership
plan)

Tuition (from page 1)

cost of education that tuition covers from 47.4% to 70%.
Bethany’s board deeply appreciates the perseverance of

Alumni Pastors
According to our records,

John Davidhizar (’75)

families and congregations in bearing significant tuition fee
loads in recent years as it has strived to reestablish a firm
financial footing.

Growth in Enrollment

Despite significant fee increases in recent years, enroll-
ment has increased as well: 28% in the high school since
1994-95 and 79% in the middle school since its establish-
ment in 1996-97.

As noted in the previous issue of the Bulletin, much of the
enrollment increase is due to significantly larger numbers of
Protestants and Catholics choosing to attend Bethany—
Anabaptist-Mennonite enrollment has also increased slightly.
A frequent reason given for this rapid growth is the quality
programming and teaching Bethany provides.

the following alumni are or
have been pastors.

Amzie Yoder (’56)
Ralph Hartman (°57)
Richard Hostetler (’58)
Ivan Ramer (’59)
Lavon Welty (’61)
David R. Miller (°62)
Lois (Johns) Kaufmann (’67)
LeRoy Mast (°67)

John Bauman (’68)
Steve Dintaman (*69)
Steve Bauer (*70)
Steve Chupp (*70)
Merritt Welty (71)
Clifford Brubaker (°72)
Phil Shenk (*72)

Brenda (Hostetler) Meyer ('75)
Wes Bontreger (°77)

Mike Yutzy (77)

Carl Horner (°78)

Anita (Yoder) Kehr (°78)
Rob Ganger (°79)

Steve Thomas (N’79)

Sue Graber Detweiler (°82)
Doug Kaufman (’85)

David Bornman (’86)
Doug Horst ('87)

Austin Birkey (’89)

Mike Gingerich (’89)

Eric Horst (’89)

Jason Swihart (’89)

Lana Miller ("94)
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Ear Falls, Ontario

While a student at Eastern Mennonite
College in 1958-59, Ralph Hartman
(’57) heard God first calling him to
ministry as a missionary aviator for

Alumni
Pastoring in...

Doug also credits Bethany with
helping prepare him for leadership in
at least two ways. First, both faculty
and peers challenged him to take on
leadership roles for which he wasn’t
always sure he was qualified. Second,

Northern Light Gospel Missions (now
Impact North Ministries).

So in 1961 Ralph moved to Red Lake, Ontario, where for
14 years he flew mission-
ary personnel and supplies
to over ten different
reservations and towns as
part of the Mission’s
outreach to native peoples.
While his role was
primarily as an aviator, on
occasion he participated
with the ministry teams as
well.

“Bethany definitely impacted my life for future service
and ministry,” says Ralph, specifically mentioning apprecia-
tion for staff, gospel and choir tours, and developing
relationships with Christian friends—including Carolyn
Schrock (’59) whom he married in 1962!

In 1966 under the Mission’s auspices, Ralph established a
Sunday school, and two years later a worship service, in Ear
Falls—40 miles south of Red Lake. Then in 1982 they
opened a Christian school which uses the individualized and
Bible-based Accelerated Christian Education curriculum.
The school currently has 13 students spanning grades 1-12.

In addition to assisting Ralph with church work, Carolyn
occasionally did mission-related nursing while raising their
four children, now grown. Currently she works for a
government-sponsored home health care organization that
fits well with the outreach goals of their church.

Birmingham, Alabama

“The greatest joy in ministry for
me has been seeing myself, my
family, and others changed by the
power of Jesus Christ,” says Doug
Horst (’87), associate pastor at
Southside Mennonite Fellowship in
Birmingham, Ala.

Doug, who has been a youth
leader at Southside since graduat-
ing from college in 1992, first
recognized God’s call to use his gifts in youth ministry
during his first year at Hesston College. A close friend
planted the seed which was then nurtured by other friends,
college professors, youth ministry classes, and experiences
as a camp counselor.

several faculty members built his
confidence by encouraging him in his gifts and roles.

“My coaches, Jim Buller and Dan Bodiker, were instru-
mental in this process. They told me they needed me
(which was a great encouragement), but they also taught me
my role on their teams. This taught me how to seek and
find the roles within God’s team for which he has best
shaped me.”

Doug married Becky Steiner in 1993. They have a one-
year-old son, Josiah, and are expecting a second child in
June.

Goshen, Indiana (continued from page 1)

I lived into that call by teaching in both public and Menno-
nite schools, and for several years homeschooling my own
children: Britt ("92), Austin ("94), Reid (’99), and Lane (’01).

When Britt and Austin were
students at Bethany and Reid and
Lane were back “in” school at New
Paris Elementary, I began working
as the administrative elder for
Assembly Mennonite Church where
my husband Jim and I were mem-
bers. Eventually I was invited to
shift my focus to pastoral care of the
congregational unit.

As part of a three-person pastoral team, I now care for
the congregation using my strengths in Christian education,
administration, and spirituality, while learning from the
other team members’ strengths in preaching, pastoral care,
outreach, and small group care.

As a student at Bethany I had no clue that I was being
prepared for pastoral ministry. The academic disciplines of
thinking, organizing, and communicating that I valued as
necessary for teaching, also prepared me for a variety of
pastoral assignments, as well as my on-going seminary study.

While I don’t remember many facts from Bible or any
other classes, my years at Bethany nourished my love for the
church and convinced me of God’s love for humanity. Both
in the classroom and as part of a student-initiated project
with the Salvation Army in Goshen, I was encouraged to
contribute to the work of Christ’s kingdom.

Perhaps most significantly, I was encouraged to nurture
my relationship with God, and through that relationship to
remain sensitive to God’s will for my life, surprises and all.



Winter 2000 / Page 8

Our boys basketball team this fall
played the first three games against
some of its strongest opponents of the
season. Knowing that, students on the
Chapel Committee suggested that now
would be a good time to plan a chapel
on the theme of appropriate attitudes
for Christian fans.

During the chapel, while several
students mimed different kinds of
competitive situations, two other
students led the audience in cheering.
While half the chapel was invited to
cheer appropriately, the other half was
asked to cheer inappropriately. We

From

the

Principal

Allan Dueck

had no difficulty carrying out this
exercise correctly. Negative comments
towards the opponents and catcalls
towards the officials typified the
inappropriate comments, while
affirmations for good plays and positive
cheers for our team represented
appropriate comments.

As a person who devoted a great
deal of energy and time during my
school and college years to competitive
athletics, I possess a keen appreciation
for sport and feel plenty of adrenaline
during a closely contested game. From
a player’s point of view, I recognize the

positive impact of affirmative cheering.
I also know that, in the heat of the
moment, human nature can get in the
way as players and fans are tempted to
resort to put-downs or excuses.

What was heartening about the
“sports fans be-attitudes” chapel was
not so much that students responded
correctly in that artificial laboratory
setting. Rather, it was the fact that
students understood that Christ’s call to
follow him in daily life includes the
athletic field no less than Bible class
and includes fans no less than players.

This issue is relevant to all of us—
athletes and fans. Sport has a wonder-
ful capacity to challenge us to push our
God-given bodies to perform with
strength, agility, and grace. It has the
capacity to teach us to cooperate and to
fulfill roles that help the whole team.
It allows us to experience the joy of
winning and permits us to grow
through losing. As we follow
Bethany’s teams during the coming
season, let us be challenged by the
students’ chapel: to cheer in an
uplifting and constructive manner as
befits followers of Jesus Christ.

Bethany Christian Schools

2904 South Main Street
Goshen, IN 46526-5499

Address Correction Requested

Notice to parents:

If this issue is addressed to your
son or daughter who has estab-
lished a separate permanent
address, please notify the BCS
Bulletin of the new address.
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