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Donors
Creativity Inspires Giving
Burkholder challenged by student phone call
In October 2000 the politics of the U.S.
presidential race prompted Peter
Burkholder (�83) to replace his usual
answering machine message with an under-
ground radio ad in which the voice of Jesus
Christ pleads for votes against one of the
candidates. �I wasn�t sure if my message
might offend any callers, but I hoped it
would at least dissuade canvassers,� said
Peter.

One day Peter came home and found his
message light blinking rapidly. At first he
heard a giggle, then a dead line, and eventu-
ally a stern matriarchal voice of a student
(with more background giggling) pretend-
ing to be the voice of God. She demanded
that he donate $250 to Bethany Christian
Schools. The message ended with a swell of
voices breaking into the Hallelujah Chorus
until the final click of the answering ma-
chine.

Laughing in defeat, Peter dutifully
sought out his checkbook. �I hadn�t
expected the Bethany fundraising call, but
the response�to turn my own irreverence
into a creative riposte�reminded me so
much of my days as a Bethany student, that
I felt compelled to meet the challenge,� says
Peter.

�My peers challenged and compelled me
to be more thoughtful, critical, and cre-
ative. Bethany was always as much about
life in the hallways, on choir trips, Interterm,
and lunch as it was about classes or chap-
els,� he said. And these relationships, in
the context of church and community,
fostered emotional, spiritual, and academic
growth as well.

Later, Peter spoke with Laura Sharp, the
student who called and issued the chal-
lenge, and learned more about that
fundraising event and student life at
Bethany. Sensing that Bethany still pro-
vides the same elements that were key in
his forming lifelong friendships and a
creative and critical outlook, he said, �I feel
like my dollars were well spent.�

�I hadn�t expected the Bethany

fundraising call, but the response�

to turn my own irreverence into a

creative riposte�reminded me so

much of my days as a Bethany

student, that I

felt compelled

to meet their

challenge.�
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When an Elkhart woman helped pay
tuition expenses for David Horst (�58) so
that he could attend Bethany, she did so
anonymously and freely with no expecta-
tions that she be thanked or that he return
the favor himself someday. But that is
exactly what David has done: paid the
favor forward.

David�s father, a mission pastor in
Escanaba, Mich., could not afford to send
David to Bethany, but wanted him to
receive a Christian education. To help
make that possible, David boarded with
relatives and friends of his parents and
worked to pay for his room and board. But
it also took the generosity of this anony-
mous woman from Elkhart.

�Over the years I kept thinking about
helping someone else attend Bethany
because of the way this woman made it
possible for me to graduate from Bethany,�
says David, a recently retired certified
medical dosimetrist�one who develops
cancer treatment plans�living in
Kalamazoo, Mich.

When David received a call from a
current Bethany student during the fall
2001 alumni phonathon, he decided the
time was now and donated a mutual fund
to cover the cost of one student�s tuition.

David also equated this story to God�s
unconditional grace. �I want to give back
to Christ because of what Christ has done
for me. My helping someone else attend
Bethany is one way I can do that. I plan to
do this again for another Bethany student.�

Several years ago, a movie was made of
the novel Pay It Forward in which a young
boy takes seriously his teacher�s assignment
to think of something he can do to make
the world a better place.

As the boy tells his mother, �You see, I
do something real good for three people.
And then when they ask how they can pay
it back, I say they have to pay it forward. To
three more people. Each. So nine people
get helped. Then those people have to do
twenty-seven. Then it sort of spreads out....
See how big it gets?�

And that is exactly what David, his
benefactress, and numerous others have
done in a very big way through their finan-
cial support of Bethany. While their
motivation to help others comes from their
faith in Christ, rather than a school assign-
ment, the result is the same: they are
changing the world for the better.

Giving Forward
Horst returns favor 45 years later

�I want to give back to Christ

because of what Christ has done

for me. My helping someone else

attend Bethany is one way I can do

that.�

Tuition
Assistance
Bethany�s tuition
assistance fund helps
pay tuition for 23% of
the student body this
year.

Nearly $200,000 is
given to families who
qualify for assistance
based on family
income and size.
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Molders of Faith
Zooks see church schools as key for future of the church
�Mennonite education and involvement of
youth in congregations is very key to
keeping young people in the church,� says
Daryl Zook (�68), owner of K-Z Inc., a
LaGrange County manufacturer of recre-
ational vehicles. �And it is important for
students to receive faith training at a young
age so they can become grounded in faith
before high school.�

For Zook the importance of Bethany is
in training students to think theologically
and to understand church beliefs. �Every
student benefits from attending Bethany.
Some students are influenced more posi-
tively than others while some don�t under-
stand or deny that they are being
influenced, but every student is influ-
enced,� he says.

Daryl points to his own experience at
Bethany as an example. �When I attended
Bethany, I thought chapel was a waste of
time. Despite my attitude, I know I
gleaned some positive things from chapel
that have influenced my life.�

Daryl and his wife Maxine encouraged
their two daughters to consider attending
Bethany and even boarded Brenda
(Briseno, �89) Haraguchi for four years.
They were pleased when Tonya (�90) and
Trista (�92) decided to attend Bethany too.

Daryl also notes that Bethany provides
opportunities for students to connect with
and understand the importance of the
broader church. Students form friendships
with peers from many congregations and
become familiar with church agencies and
programs through chapels and classes.

When youth from his congregation serve
on service and mission trips, Daryl notices
that those who attend Bethany have a
mission mindset that is reinforced at
school. He further notes, �As I have
traveled on various mission tours with
Mennonite Board of Missions, I find that
most current Mennonite missionaries are
products of church schools.�

Though Daryl and Maxine no longer
have children attending Bethany, they
believe Bethany is the best option for
educating children and that all would
benefit by attending Bethany. �The only
negative is the cost of tuition,� they say.

But that is why people like Daryl and
Maxine, who lessen the cost of tuition with
their donations, play a vital role in molding
the future of the church.

�Every student benefits from attending Bethany. Some

students are influenced more positively than others while

some don�t understand or deny that they are being

influenced, but every student is influenced.�
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Grounded in Biblical Teaching
Millers still value the Bethany difference 50 years later
After 50 years, Ursula and Annas Miller,
who were instrumental in helping establish
Bethany, still give to Bethany because they
value the difference that Bethany has
provided over the years: education with a
biblical grounding.

Following World War II, Harold S.
Bender and other church and lay leaders
became interested in establishing a Menno-
nite high school in Indiana-Michigan
Mennonite Conference with such a biblical
focus. They quickly found strong support-
ers in Ursula and Annas.

�At that time, parents were very inter-
ested in wanting Bible teaching included in
the curriculum and a warm, supportive
atmosphere in which their children could
grow and learn,� said Ursula.

Ursula and Annas were not only vocal
advocates for establishing a school, but
supported the venture with time and
money. Annas served both on the building
committee that designed the school and on
the board from the school�s inception in
1954 until 1970. They also donated their
fifty percent ownership in the land on
which the school was built.

Over the years Ursula and Annas have
done much to make it possible for children,
their own five as well as others, to attend
Bethany. Not only have three generations
of their family, including great-grandchil-
dren Sarah (�01) and Nick (�07), attended
Bethany, but they also boarded half a dozen
students from Chicago, Pennsylvania, and
Alaska: Rebecca Miller Fast (�57), Suzanne
Johnson Brenizer (�58), Guenn Stoltzfus
Martin (�60), Ruby Stoltzfus Nofziger (�62),
Gary Martin (�71), and Clifford Wiggins
(�73).

�Providing a home for boarding students
was one way we could help make it possible
for other students to benefit from attending
Bethany,� said Ursula.

�I continue to give to Bethany today because of

what goes on there. Bethany

provides a different kind of

educational atmosphere.�

Former boarder Ruby Nofziger agrees,
�Bethany was a good experience for me
with its emphasis on Christian growth.
The academics were excellent and the
dedicated teachers were good mentors for
my career.

�The Millers made my sister and I feel
part of their family and made sure we got to
all our school and church activities, even
though we attended a different church than
they did. I have been grateful for the well-
rounded education that I received at
Bethany and so grateful to the Millers who
made it possible for me.�

Though it has been many years since the
Millers� children or boarders attended
Bethany, they still value the difference that
Bethany makes in the lives of students.
�We continue to give to Bethany today
because of what goes on there,� says Ursula.
For example, while Bethany also has mis-
chievous students, she believes that Bethany
helps students with problems by working at
restorative discipline in a different way than
public schools. �Bethany provides a differ-
ent kind of educational atmosphere,� she
says.
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�It is important for the future of the church
that students attend Mennonite schools,�
say Glen and Lara Honderich, a retired
dairy farmer and public school teacher, as
to why they have named Bethany a recipi-
ent of their Charitable Remainder
Unitrust.

�Graduates of Mennonite schools tend
to be more interested in how the church
functions and are nurtured for congrega-
tional and conference leadership,� they say.
While they recognize that not all Menno-
nite-educated students will be automatic
leaders or that all leaders are Mennonite
educated, they believe the likelihood of
students developing into leaders increases
with Mennonite education.

Attending a Mennonite middle school
and high school like Bethany is important
for anyone. �It is a different age now and
education plays a very important part in
young people�s lives. It is tougher if you do
not have an education,� say the

Forming Life-long Values and Friendships
Honderiches value preparation of church leaders

Honderiches. And for some students,
middle school and high school may be their
only opportunity for Mennonite education.

The Honderiches also believe that
attending Bethany helps college-bound
students become interested in attending
Mennonite colleges and seminaries, which
continue the nurturing of church leaders.
For example, while fewer than 30% of area
Mennonite high school students attend
Bethany each year, 60% of area Mennonite
students in Goshen College�s fall 2001
frosh class were Bethany grads. Addition-
ally, 80% of all Mennonite students in
Bethany�s class of 2001 attend a Mennonite
college and 90% attend a Christian college
or entered voluntary service.*

The Honderiches note that Bethany�s
strong biblical teaching makes a difference
in students� lives and helps form positive
values. Lara tells how their son Martin
once lost an important folder at school and
students helped him look for it until it was
found. �The Bethany students were per-
sonally aware of each other and conscien-
tious,� she said. �In a public school the
folder simply would have been taken and
he would have never seen it again.�

Another benefit of Mennonite schools
like Bethany is the formation of life-long
friendships with students from various
congregations. Sometimes this may even
include marriage, as it did for the
Honderich�s son Martin (�68) who met his
wife, Carol Helmuth (�68), at Bethany.

While the Honderiches� main motiva-
tion is to support Mennonite education,
they have chosen to specifically support
Bethany because it is close geographically
and because they have had two children
and three grandchildren attend Bethany,
including Mike Honderich (�04) currently.

�Graduates of Mennonite schools tend to be more
interested in how the church functions and are nurtured
for congregational and conference leadership.�

*for statistical purposes, area Mennonite defined as
attending a Mennonite church in Elkhart County.
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Bethany Christian Middle School

presents

StuartStuartStuartStuartStuart
LittleLittleLittleLittleLittle

May 3 and 4 at 7 p.m.

Ticket Prices:
Adults: $4 � Students: $2

Ticket Reservations:
Call 534-2567 beginning April 15

Campus
News

Calendar
April

19 Fish Fry, 4:30-8:00 p.m.

May
1 SBA Service Day
1-3 Senior class trip
3-4 MS drama (see ad at right)
10-11 HS spring concerts, 7:30 p.m.
21 MS spring concert, 7 p.m.
30 Bruin Jazz concert, 8 p.m.

June
9 Commencement, 3 p.m.

Regional
Champions
The boys basketball
team won its second
regional, and third
sectional, in five years,
with exciting last
second victories over
Pioneer and Kouts.
The team then lost to
No. 2 Rossville 81-70
at semistate, but
advanced further than
any other Bethany
team: one step short
of playing for the state
championship.

This was the third
sectional win by a
Bethany team this year
as the girls soccer and
volleyball teams won in
the fall.

The Bruins finished 16-
10, moving Jim Buller
to third in career
victories among Elkhart
County coaches.

See related article
�Hustle �n Tustle� on
page 11.

Scene from Bethany�s spring musical Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Eva
(Hoover, �59) Borntreger made the coat and
train worn by Joseph.

Reflecting on 9/11
Music director writes song
As one way of remembering and working
through the events of 9/11, Eliza Stoltzfus,
director of the middle school�s worship
team Lightshine, recently wrote a song
reflecting her thoughts and questions
surrounding the day�s tragic events.

The song, �O Lord, I Pray,� begins by
questioning: �O Lord, were they praying?
O Lord, were you listening? O Lord, were
they crying? O Lord, where were you?�
Eliza says, �The song not only asks ques-
tions of God, but puts God on our level by
wondering if he experienced the tragedy in
the same way that we, or the victims, did.�

Though not providing answers to these
questions, the song moves from lament to
supplication�for freedom from fear, for
hope for peace, for courage to be Christ�s
light. Eliza says, �As Christians we need to
reflect Christ in our responses to a tragedy
such as September 11�as difficult as that
may seem. In order to do this, we must
turn to God as well as the Christians
around us to gain the strength, the courage,
and, of course, the love.�

While the song is based on Eliza�s
personal reflections, the questions are very
much ones that middle school students ask.
Lightshine member Dionna Hodge (�07)

says, �When I heard the song, I really liked
it. I had the same questions and fears.�

Lightshine performs drama and music
based on Matthew 5:16 and Jesus� call to be
a light to the world. �O Lord, I Pray�
specifically asks how Christians can let
God�s love shine in the midst of tragedy.
The song can be downloaded in mp3
format at www.bethanycs.net.
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MarriagesBirths
Alumni
News

Leland Haines (�54), Northville, Mich., manages
www.bibleviews.com, www.bibleteachings.org, and
www.bibleviews.org in his retirement from advanced
development work in the motor industry. He
worked on the Detroit Diesel Series 60 engine that
powers around 30% of heavy duty trucks and is
known for its fuel economy and durability. How-
ever, he views his biblical writing, including four
books, as the most important thing he has done.

Daniel Sutton (�57) and his wife, Pauline, have
served with Christar for 38 years. They began as
church planters and in Bible camps in Iran, East
Pakistan, and the Philippines from 1965-73. Since
returning to the U.S. they have been in the AV
department traveling abroad filming, writing, and
editing mission documentary films and videos.

Duane Stutzman (�61) retired in spring 2001 from
36 years of teaching in Goshen Community Schools
only to unexpectedly become a member of Bethany�s
middle school faculty. He has now been a student,
board member, and faculty member at Bethany
Christian Schools. Duane and Irma (Yoder, �61) live
in rural Goshen where he also enjoys farming and
raising limousine cattle.

Valerie Gross (�79) is executive director of the public
library in Columbia, Md.

Jonathan Eash (�80), Rockford, Ill., writes, �The
three years I attended Bethany left a wonderful
impression on me. If I lived closer to Goshen, I
would love to have my two boys attend the school.
Thanks to all who helped make the time so great.�

Marc Zimmerman (�80), Goshen, joined FM
Construction as a project manager and estimator.
Marc began his career as a carpenter and has worked
his way through various positions including owning
his own remodeling business, being a general
manager, and a foreman. He is pursuing status as a
Certified Graduate Remodeler.

Gerald Gregory (�61) and Betty LeFebvre, New
Waterford, Ohio, on November 17.

Larry Guengerich (�85) and Kendra Peifer,
Lancaster, Pa., on June 22.

Sarah Kingsley (�94) and Phil Metzler, at Camp
Friedenswald, Cassopolis, Mich., on June 24.

Joe Berry (�90) and Karin Zemski, State College,
Pa., on June 16.

Erica Mishler (�97) and Greg Amsinger, St. Louis,
Mo., on December 29.

Robin Paulus (�99) and Paul VanGundy, Fort
Stewart, Ga., on March 9.

Anne Hostetler Menahemy (�76) and husband Kobi,
Jerusalem, Israel, a son, Tamir, on December 21.

Galen Graber (�79) and wife Ruth Brenneman,
Goshen, Ind., a daughter, Mia, on February 18 in
Dominican Republic, where they are leading a
Goshen College Study-Service Trimester.

Doug Lechlitner (�84ng) and wife Kris, Elkhart,
Ind., a son, Dylan Devon, on January 25.

Joleen (Miller, �84) Myers and husband Gary,
Harrisonburg, Va., a daughter, Maira Renee, on
February 16.

Randy Herzler (�85) and wife Jill, Seattle, Wash., a
daughter, Anna Rabbino, on June 29.

Linda Martin Burkholder (�85) and husband Brian,
Sturgis, Mich., a son, Lane, on February 28. Linda
coordinates special programs for the Volunteer
Center of Battle Creek.

Eric Helmuth (�87) and wife Tonia, Waukesha, Wis.,
a daughter, Julia Marie, on February 6. They have
three other children: Matthew (11), Rachel (4), and
Darren (2). Eric is a systems network analyst.

Judy Clemens Smucker (�87) and husband Steve,
Telford, Pa., a daughter, Sophia Ruth, on October 5.

Jason (�89) and Tiffany (Slabaugh, �92) Swihart,
Hydro, Okla., a boy, Stetson Kole, on May 23. They
also have a daughter Skylar (3). Jason is a federal
officer for the Department of Justice. Tiffany works
at home as wife, mother, and horse trainer.

Ryan Schrag (�90) and wife Kim, Sarasota, Fla., a
daughter, Amber Noelle, on August 7.

Diedre Summerton-Bias (�91), Elkhart, Ind., a son,
Savion Jamal, on February 7. Her husband James
died on January 31.

Jon (�92) and Kris (Sommers, �93) Shenk, Ypsilanti,
Mich., a son, Micah Alan, on February 23.

Nathan Boughner (�93) and Audry Hathaway,
Elkhart, Ind., a son, Peyton Lewis Alexander on
February 21.

Joanna Friesen Parks (�94) and husband Stephen,
Wichita, Kan., a daughter, Lydia Marie, on Novem-
ber 23.

Jeff (�94) and Jen (Helmuth, �89) Shenk, Elkhart,
Ind., a son, Caleb Daniel, on January 14.

Jon D. Hartzler (�95) and Anika Wedel, Goshen, a
daughter, Aniya Lynn, on June 29.

Sherri (Delagrange, �96) Gyrion, and husband Larry,
North Manchester, Ind., a daughter, Sierra Danae, on
June 12.

Lori Gerber (S�99) and husband Nolan, Wakarusa,
Ind., a daughter, Sarena Nicole, on January 6.

Alumni
Reunions
Class of �57: October
19 at the Blue Gate
Restaurant in
Shipshewana, Ind.
Questions may be
directed to Charlene
(Weaver) Farmwald at
dcfarm@mapletronics.com.

Class of �67: Contact
Rosie Miller at 574
533-9728.

Class of �72: August
3 from 4:30-10:00
p.m. at Bread &
Chocolate in Goshen.
Contact Gail Kaufman
Brumbaugh at 574
862-1092 or
gailb701@aol.com.

Class of �77: July 13
at Keith Miller�s home
in Middlebury. Con-
tact Deb (Hochstedler)
Hershberger at
LeOmah1@aol.com.

Class of �82: July 27.
Contact Cheryl Miller
Beachey at 574 831-
5975 or
beachey@bnin.net.

Class of �92: Contact
Chad Smoker and Brit
Kaufmann at
cesmoker@hotmail.com
or 574 289-8575.

Class of �97: Contact
Wendy Yoder Nice at
kwnice@hotmail.com
or 317 484-1751.
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Correction
LaCasa of Goshen is a
non-profit community
development organiza-
tion that works with
the interests of all
people in mind�the
previous issue of the
Bulletin incorrectly
stated that LaCasa
works primarily with
Hispanics.

Juan Ferreras (�88ng), Cicero, Ill., works for
Cars.com, a company that provides a way for people
to buy and sell cars online. He is also heavily
involved in his father�s ministry that includes over
50 churches in Mexico, Guatemala, Haiti, Cuba,
and the Dominican Republic. In 1997 he and his
brother recorded a Spanish praise and worship CD
and plan to record another this year. He enjoys
singing in schools and for youth groups and recently
helped train Eduardo Huerta (�87ng) as his church�s
youth minister.

Scott Bodiker (�88) was named boys soccer coach of
the year by a Wooster (Ohio) newspaper. His
Hiland team won 12 games and was within a
shootout of advancing to state.

Kirstin Golden (�88) is a social worker for adoles-
cent Ojibway girls on the White Earth Indian
Reservation in northwest Minnesota.

Dawn Hoover (�91) graduated from Indiana
Wesleyan University in April 2001 with a Masters of
Science degree. She works as a geriatric nurse
practitioner for IU Medical Group in Indianapolis
and is a part of its GRACE research project.

Lisa Koop (�95) completed her voluntary service
paralegal work in Harlingen, Tex., in June and then
did paralegal work for two months in Guam,
helping refugees from Burma. She entered IU Law
School in Indianapolis in September 2001.

Erika Smoker (�95) began a three-year assignment in
July with CASAS, a Mennonite Central Committee
program in Guatemala.

Jason Golden (�96) graduated in December with a
B.S. in Agribusiness from Kansas State University.

Andrew Burkhalter (�97) began a one-year Menno-
nite Voluntary Service assignment in February with
One/Northwest in Seattle. Andrew graduated from
Goshen College with a B.A. in computer science
and music.

Jason Moreno (�98ng) is a candidate for Elkhart
County clerk.

Alisa Hartzler (�00) completed a service assignment
at the International Guest House in Washington,
D.C. She is a student at Goshen College.

Alum Wins Peace Contest
Rachel Koontz (�98) took first place in
Goshen College�s annual C. Henry Smith
Peace Oratorical Contest. She spoke on
�Going Bananas: Attitudes Toward Mental
Illness that Prevent Shalom,� noting that
people who suffer from a major mental
illness often �need a friend more than a
psychotherapist.�

Tim Nafziger (�99) placed third speaking
on �Enron: When Democracy Sells Itself
to the Highest Bidder.�

Student and Alumni Plan
2003 Youth Convention
Hannah Kehr (�03), Laura Kraybill (�00),
and Carol (Hartzler, �61) Grieser serve on
the Atlanta 2003 Adult Assembly and
Youth Convention Planning Committee for
the Mennonite Church USA. Lana Miller
(�94) serves on staff for the convention
planning office.

Fun Fest Raises $75,000
Auctions (above) and the children�s carnival
(below) were part of the ninth annual Fun
Fest that grossed record sales of over
$75,00. All proceeds from the March 15-16
event are used for tuition assistance.
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Feature

Serving in Benin
Short-term mission opens
doors to lifetime of service

�condensed from Mennonite Mission
Network news release

Rachel Kauffman (�95) first set foot on
Beninese soil in 1998 when she was partici-
pating in Goshen College�s Study Service
Term in Cote d�Ivoire. Because of an
interest in environmental health, Rachel
accepted her SST service assignment in
Cotonou, Benin, with a garbage-collection
and recycling agency operated by DCAM, a
French acronym for the community health
department of Bethesda Health Center, a
Christian hospital that Mennonite Board of
Missions (MBM) helped create in 1990.

Rachel�s first assignment was teaching
English to DCAM personnel, enabling

them to read technical
journals. However,
her interest in envi-
ronmental health and
expertise in computer
technology soon
pushed her beyond
the walls of the
classroom. She was
out on the streets
pulling garbage carts
and in offices develop-

ing data-entry programs for DCAM�s
community bank.

The six weeks of her required service
assignment passed all too quickly for
Rachel. So, after graduating from college,
she set up a one-year mission assignment
with DCAM through MBM.

During this second stint, Rachel com-
pleted an extensive community survey and
was instrumental in the transfer of owner-
ship of the door-to-door collection aspect of
garbage management from DCAM to the
workers themselves. She coordinated a
seminar that helped equip teams of garbage
collectors to manage their own businesses.

Rachel�s final project was to help pre-
pare a document and video presenting
DCAM�s activities for a competition
sponsored by the United Nations and the
Dubai Municipality in the United Arab
Emirates for �Best Practices to Improve the
Living Environment.� DCAM was among
40 finalists given honorable mention out of
nearly 800 entries from 120 countries.

DCAM, competing again in the Dubai-
U.N. contest in 2002, requested her assis-
tance once again. Although she had just
completed a year in Germany with
Intermenno, a cultural exchange program,
and had only a few weeks before moving to
Indianapolis to begin nursing studies, she
jumped at the chance to return to Benin.

During her whirlwind trip of 18 days in
December 2001, Rachel visited projects in
five locations throughout Benin and
helped write the competition document in
evenings and during lulls imposed by
vehicle repairs.

Rachel believes that short-term mission
plays an important role in the total mission
picture. �Short-term mission allows you to
see mission in progress,� she said. �I
probably would not have gone to Africa in
the first place if I had had to make a three-
year commitment. I can�t say if my short-
term mission experience is leading to a
long-term commitment. It certainly is a
possibility down the road.�

�Short-term
mission allows you
to see mission in

progress.�

Rachel helping collect
garbage.

Rachel helps work on the U.N.-Dubai
competition document with Edou Raphael,
director of DCAM.
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Hustle �n Tustle
Bullers wrestle, but not
over basketball

�condensed from Anthony Anderson�s
article in the March 6 Elkhart Truth

When it comes to basketball, Jim (�71) and
Jordi (�02) Buller are always on the same
page�though sometimes it�s actually Jordi
who may be a few lines ahead.

When it comes to who is the superior
wrestler, they aren�t even in the same
chapter, the same book, the same library.

�I can�t believe you said that,� Jordi
declares in mock astonishment to his father
upon learning that Jim has claimed to be
the top tussler between the two.

�Dad hasn�t been able to beat me in a
long time,� Jordi says. �Dad does have a
significant weight advantage,� concedes
Jim. �Weight�that�s the only (reason),�
Jordi says.

While they are good-natured about their
warm relationship, they�re also second-
natured, and first priority, about basketball.

Jim is Bethany�s 23rd-year head coach
and third winningest coach in Elkhart Co.
history. Jordi is the Bruins� senior point
guard, leading scorer, leading assist man,
and sometimes just as much the coach.

�Even in the summer when we�re away
from basketball, it�s amazing how much the
topic comes up,� Jim says. �We could be
playing cards, but the subject will end up
basketball, guaranteed,� Jordi says.

�He�s been scouting with me since the
third grade,� Jim says of Jordi. �He�s his
own person, but he thinks very similar to
the way I do. I count on him a lot for his
floor leadership and insight. He�s like an
assistant coach in some ways.�

Jordi says he never felt forced into
basketball, and that it hasn�t been difficult
at all to play for his father. �I love playing
for my dad,� he says.

In fact, �it probably would�ve been a lot
more challenging with a different coach,
because I believe in my dad�s way of coach-
ing so much,� Jordi says.

After college, Jordi might want to follow
his father into coaching. �It�s something I
would definitely like to think about,� Jordi
says. �Strategies, matchups, decisions, it�s
probably the part of the game I enjoy the
most. I�m not going to be the fastest, most
athletic person on the floor, so I have to
use my mind.�

With his combination
of mind and body, the 6-
foot Jordi averaged 18
points, 5 assists, and 2
steals to lead the Bruins
in each�despite several
games in which he was
not near 100 percent
due to a back ailment.

Tests on Jordi this
season revealed both a
degenerative disk and a
benign tumor in his
back. He�s likely to feel
the effects the rest of his
life. Though closer to
regaining a full range of
motion, Jordi is still
under orders to proceed with caution.

�I just play all out, and when it hurts I
think maybe I should stop,� says Jordi.
Which is why Jim has to be the careful one
sometimes. �He has been subtle and
clever, but now that he is close to full
strength, it is much easier not to worry
about that,� Jim says.

No, now they can worry again about the
good-natured jabs. �I couldn't ask for a
better son,� Jim says, �except maybe a few
more inches.�

Sounds like wrestlin� words. And in
that wrestlin�, if Jim uses his weight to get
on top, Jordi�as he points out� �can
always say, �Oh my back, my back!��

Jim and Jordi Buller
celebrate following the
teams� regional victory
on March 9. (See
sidebar on page 7).
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Allan Dueck

Notice to parents:

If this issue is addressed to your son
or daughter who has established a
separate permanent address, please
notify the BCS Bulletin of the new
address.

For a conference of churches to establish
and maintain a church school requires the
shared commitment and dedication of
many: congregations and church leaders,
students and parents, board members and
donors, and faculty and staff members.
This issue of the Bulletin celebrates donors
who provide ongoing financial support to
maintain Bethany�s program.

For many donors the most compelling
reason for supporting Bethany is their
ownership of the school�s mission: to call
young people to follow Christ. As Ursula
Miller recalls, she and Annas believed
passionately in the importance of �educa-
tion with a biblical grounding . . . in a
warm and supportive atmosphere in which
their children could grow and learn.� Daryl
and Maxine Zook applaud Bethany for
enabling students to connect with the
broader church and motivating some to get
involved in mission.

Another intriguing perspective on giving
is David Horst�s. Recognizing Christ�s
hands and feet in the gift many years ago of
the anonymous donor who made it possible
for him to attend Bethany, David now gives
to make it possible for a young person today
to attend and find Christ as he did. Peter
Burkholder and the Honderiches point to
specific values they or their children ac-
quired at Bethany�creativity, the capacity to
think critically, and honesty.

Bethany�s funding formula calls for
tuition income to cover 70% of current
operating costs. Parents, of course, pick up
a significant share of this financial commit-
ment, but some is borne by congregations
that contribute towards tuition for their
youth. And part of that cost is carried by
people such as David Horst and the many
who contribute to the tuition assistance
fund directly or in supporting Fun Fest
through donations or purchases. The
remaining 30% of the annual operating
costs are paid by donors and congregations.

Another area of need is for facilities. A
donor tree in the gym lobby features many
leaves, each with a name on it. These are
the names of individuals, families, and
businesses that contributed towards the
cost of the last major capital project, the
gymnasium, in 1989-90. Bethany is now
preparing for a new capital project, to
provide new middle school classrooms and
high school improvements. These improve-
ments too will be funded entirely by indi-
vidual, family, and corporate donors.

To carry out Bethany�s mission of
educating young people in a Christian
context, many people help�paying tuition,
contributing to tuition assistance, helping
their church fund students, and supporting
a capital campaign. We thank God for the
many faithful people who enable Bethany
to nurture young people in Christian living.


