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Teachers
Bod�s first team finished the season with

a 9-7 record. That spring the first baseball
team finished 4-1 and then in the fall the
first boys soccer team finished with a 6-1-1
record. Bod continued coaching year-
round (three seasons) until he was 50, and
during the 1988-90 basketball seasons he
even coached three teams at one time: JV
boys, frosh boys, and varsity girls!

In 1997 when Bod finally stepped aside
from coaching his last sport, boys soccer, to
focus on his duties as athletic director, he
had amassed over 900 combined wins in
boys soccer, baseball, and various levels of
boys and girls basketball.

Though Bod�s teams have had many
wins and highlights, his greatest joy has
been the relationships and rapport he has
built with players, coaches, and community
members.

In true Jeffersonian fashion, Bod wants
to be remembered not so much for estab-
lishing and creating a successful athletic
program at Bethany, but rather for the
sense of fair play and proper sportsmanship
that he instilled in athletes.

Though he no longer coaches and now
teaches only Driver Ed, Bod still has a
pastoral heart for students. He attends
almost every drama, musical concert, open
house, and home athletic game, and he
even drives the bus to many away games.
New students quickly learn to know Bod.

Parent Cindy (Bontrager, �82) Hawkins
says, �When my daughter comments that
she can�t believe Dan Bodiker was my Driver
Ed teacher, I smile at the memories of a
wonderful and patient teacher and am
thankful that he can have a part in nurtur-
ing my children also.�

In turn, people like Cindy give Bod his
greatest sense of accomplishment. �It is
gratifying to see former students become
successful and use their gifts in the church.
I feel honored that this Mennonite mission
boy could help Bethany serve the broader
church in such a substantial way.�

Dan Bodiker
Used by God to touch
students� lives
When Dan Bodiker graduated from
Goshen College in 1964, teaching positions
were plentiful and teachers scarce. Further-
more, Bethany teachers were paid only 60%
of what public school teachers earned.

So why did Dan Bodiker choose to come
to Bethany? According to John Steiner,
principal at the time, �Dan came because
God laid his hand upon him.�

One way God touched Dan was through
John Steiner himself. The two first met
while Dan was working on a harvest crew in
Montana following high school. John, who
began recruiting Dan during his junior year
in college, recalled, �I was impressed with
Dan�s honesty, integrity, sense of responsi-
bility, and willingness to work long hard
hours without complaining.�

�Growing up, church was very important
to me,� says Dan, �and I thought about
attending seminary. But I always enjoyed
sports and decided to pursue coaching and
teaching. After graduation I had an oppor-
tunity to go back to my home community,
but I never seriously considered another
job other than Bethany as this allowed me
the best of both worlds: to coach and be in
a church setting.�

Thus began the 37-year career, and
counting, of a young man�from a small
mission church planted by Olive Menno-
nite, Jefferson Street in Lima, Ohio�who
has influenced several generations of young
people and become affectionately known to
all as Bod.

One of Bod�s first tasks was to establish
an interscholastic athletic program. With
board approval the school accepted the
nickname Braves and began interscholastic
play in boys basketball in 1965-66. �At that
time, we never thought that the name
Braves might be offensive,� says Bod. �We
just understood it to mean courageous.�
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Melissa Shirk Jantz
Integrating faith makes a
difference
�Three years of voluntary service changed
me as a teacher: I am called to make a
difference by incorporating my faith and
values into the classroom,� says Melissa
Shirk Jantz, grade 7 and 8 language arts
teacher at Bethany.

For example, when studying Greek
mythology, Melissa challenges students to
think how myths differ from what Chris-
tians believe and discusses how these beliefs
were prevalent among the people to whom
Paul was witnessing in the New Testament.
�The students find this integration of
language arts, history, and faith fascinat-
ing,� says Melissa. �And I value the free-
dom provided in a private school such as
Bethany to be able to share my faith.�

From her years of voluntary service in
Washington, D.C., Melissa brings a broad
awareness to the world community and
significant commitment to peace and
justice.

Melissa, who also taught social studies
during her first four years at Bethany,
examines justice issues when teaching
sensitive topics such as Native Americans,
the Holocaust, or civil rights. �I believe it is
important for students to also get an
alternative view of history from what is seen
as too sensitive or politically incorrect in
most schools.�

Though no longer teaching social
studies, Melissa now collaborates with
social studies teacher Ryan Springer on
integrating language arts and social studies.
Currently they are planning a new unit on
poverty in urban America for next year.

In November, Melissa used the high
school performance of Do Not Go Gentle as
an avenue for students to learn about the
relationship between art and literature.
With suggestions from director Sue Ehst,

students reflected on the meaning of
murals painted on the walls of the stage set
and then painted their own mini-murals to
convey an idea or story. One student
commented, �Mrs. Jantz comes up with
cool projects that everyone gets excited
about.�

Melissa values that middle school teach-
ers also double as Bible teachers. �I get to
know my students even better through
Bible class, especially in my devotional
group. And students get to see me in a
different light�not just as a language arts
teacher, but as a person of faith.�

Though not trained specifically to teach
Bible, Melissa has grown into that role. �I
have become more comfortable not only in
teaching Bible, but in praying aloud and in
sharing personal requests for prayer. Teach-
ing Bible has been good for my own spiri-
tual growth.�

Teachers

Melissa Shirk Jantz discusses an assignment with grade 8 students Amanda
Yoder and Kristin Fath.
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Brian Mast
From mentee to mentor,
inspiring love of music

�Music is part of my spirituality. It helps
me tune into relationships, creation, and
my images of God,� says Brian Mast,
Bethany�s instrumental music teacher. �I
want to inspire my students to experience
music in the same way.�

Brian himself was nurtured musically,
and personally, by his high school music
teacher at Central Christian. �Without my
music teacher�s guidance I would not be
the person or musician I have become; now
I have the opportunity to give back what
was given to me,� says Brian.

Brandi Schroeder (�00) credits Brian as a
major influence in her decision to partici-
pate in school musicals as well as to major
in music performance in college. �He
helped me feel confident in my music
abilities and still provides encouragement.�

Brian�s inspirational teaching is evident
not only within individual students, but
also in the substantial growth of the instru-
mental music program in size and quality.

So more students could participate,
Brian requested that high school instru-
mental classes be scheduled outside of
regular class hours. Since then Orchestra
has doubled in size to an enrollment of 55
and two more performance courses added:
String Chamber Ensemble and Bruin Jazz. Last
year Brian introduced a music appreciation
elective: Twentieth Century Popular Music.

The number of middle school students
learning to play musical instruments has
also more than doubled since 1996 with
over half the students now participating in
either Orchestra or the recently added
Beginning Instruments.

This growth in participation has resulted
in a more balanced orchestra, which in turn
has significantly improved the overall
quality of performance. �The emotion
resulting from a beautifully-performed piece
is indescribable,� says Brian. �But there is a
collective sense of �wow, we did it.� When
music touches me, I try to show my stu-
dents how it moves me.�

Being part of a group and working
together are important to Brian. �I was not
an athlete in high school, so I learned how
to be part of a team in music class.�

Participating in the annual Mennonite
Regional High School Orchestra Festival is
a community, team-building experience
that Brian values for himself and students.
�The festival is an opportunity for students
to participate in a larger orchestra and to
make connections with students from other
schools.�

Brian also assists students in using
professional-grade computer technology to
explore digital multi-track recording, music
theory ear training, and composing and
arranging music.

Whether conducting, directing a school
musical, or using technology in the class-
room, Brian instills his passion for music.
�I hope students come to understand that
music is a lifelong pursuit�it is something
that can be meaningful forever.�

Teachers

Brian Mast conducting
the String Chamber
Ensemble.
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Beth Grieser
Academic success with a
caring heart
�Beth Grieser demands academic excel-
lence and helps each child achieve because
she understands each one�s strengths and
weaknesses. She is concerned about the
whole child,� says one parent.

Indeed Beth seeks to help all her sixth
grade students function at the highest level
they can�whether it is pushing the high
achiever or finding ways to help students
with special needs. �I enjoy that challenge,�
she says.

Beth attributes part of her success to the
smaller class sizes at Bethany. �I have
become more aware of where each person is
at and have more time for individual
attention.�

Another factor in her success is her
personal experience, as she and her hus-
band have children at both ends of the
achievement spectrum.

As a parent of a child with special needs
she has become more aware of, and better
able to understand, the varying needs of
students. Basically, it comes down to the
five senses. �Once I can determine which
sense they learn best with, then I can adapt
assignments for them.�

Beth stresses the importance of working
closely with parents. �Sometimes students
learn to mask their needs at school but
unleash their frustrations at home. With-
out the parent connection, it can be diffi-
cult for teachers to know exactly what is
happening,� she says.

And working in partnership with par-
ents of Bethany students has been a positive
experience for Beth. �I was surprised at
how supportive parents are of teachers
here. That has been a big bonus to me as a
teacher.�

Parents and students alike appreciate the
creative hands-on approach Beth uses.
Each quarter Beth ends the writing unit in
language arts with a tea in which students
present their works to other students,
parents, grandparents, teachers, and admin-
istrators. �Students learn best when they
are having fun,� says Beth.

In addition to special speakers and field
trips to enhance their learning, students
learn about service through reading with
first graders at Waterford Elementary
School or about other cultures through
learning the Lord�s Prayer in Arabic.

Having the freedom to do faith-related
activities such as these is important to Beth.
Each week her class produces a newsletter
that shares students� prayer concerns. She
also appreciates being able to share her
faith and to dialogue with students, to stop
class to pray, or to talk about the religious
meaning of Christmas.

�I take seriously the opportunity to do
all this. That is why we are here and why
parents have chosen to send their children
to Bethany.�

Teachers

Beth Grieser helps Luke
Peters find information
for an assignment.
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Kathy Koop
Broadening students' world
views
�Through my previous work experiences,
I�ve realized that I enjoy working with
young people and their formation into
independent young adults with a broader
world view,� says Kathy Koop, Bethany�s
German teacher. Kathy previously served as
a youth pastor in Canada and with Menno-
nite Central Committee as a church planter
and counselor among Russian immigrants
in Germany.

Technology, especially the computer, has
greatly aided Kathy in broadening students�
international perspectives. Students can
very quickly access information about
culture, geography, or language via the
Internet.

Kathy�s students also read German
newspapers online. They have been
amazed by the different perspectives to-
wards the U.S. and world events and
surprised at what the typical American
press chooses not to report. �I hope that
students not only improve their German

comprehension through this,� says Kathy,
�but learn that reporting is biased, even in
the United States.�

As a native of Germany, Kathy brings
special insights into German culture and
language expressions and provides students
the opportunity to learn more than text-
book German. Kathy noticed one transfer
student, used to hearing native English
teachers speak German, strained to under-
stand her authentic German.

One of Kathy�s approaches to language-
learning is to have students share about
themselves in German. Students not only
increase their language skills, but learn how
to express themselves in ways they don�t in
their own language.

Kathy also uses holidays and other
seasonal German celebrations as a way to
focus learning. For example, during Ad-
vent students may prepare a German
Christmas food and learn various German
Christmas traditions including worship�
daily lighting of an Advent candle with a
song and scripture reading in German.

Kathy also incorporates faith into the
classroom by taking opportunity to elabo-
rate on topics. For example, following the
9/11 events, students discussed, in Ger-
man, Christian beliefs on violence.

Students also learn that German culture
expresses faith quite differently than in the
U.S. �While there is a wide spectrum of
practice in Germany, in general church
attendance does not have the same priority
as in the U.S. Yet people do have a deep
faith in God�it is just more individual
rather than corporate,� says Kathy. �And
there are some German Mennonite groups
that have a highly corporate emphasis.�

�Students at Bethany also have different
ways of expressing faith, so I hope that as
we look at differences across cultures,
students become more tolerant of each
other.�

Teachers

Kathy Koop and Seth
Ramser (�03) watch as
R. D. Kuitse (�03) lights
an Advent candle in
German III-IV.
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Sectional
Champions

Campus
News

Calendar
February

21-24 musical (see ad at right)
26-March 1 Spiritual Life Week

March
15-16 Spring Fun Fest (see page 8)
19 Spring Arts public performance, 7 p.m.
21 Parent-principal forum, 7:30 p.m.

April
5-8 Orchestra Festival at Central Christian
12-15 Choir Festival at Christopher Dock
19 Fish Fry, 4:30-8:00 p.m.

Learn About Bethany
Visitors� Days (preregistration required):

February 4 and 18, March 4 and 18

Open Houses:
Middle School: January 29 at 7 p.m.
High School: February 12 at 7:30 p.m.

Leah Roth (�05), who volunteered as an
elementary school aide during Bethany�s
Workday, shows a student her viola. Students
spent one day volunteering with non-profit
organizations or working for needy or elderly
neighbors or family members. Students raised
funds for the Student Body Association by
finding sponsors for their volunteer service.

Creative Peacemaking
Pen pals and E-pals help
dissolve stereotypes
�You are now an international diplomat,
but without the politics,� J. D. Smucker
told his choir students. �Your goal is to be
a peacemaker and build a relationship of
trust and understanding.�

To help create understanding among
people of different cultures, grade 6 music
students have begun writing to Afghan
refugee students in Peshawar, Pakistan, and
Jubilate Singers, the junior-senior choir, are
emailing Arabic Christians in Nazareth.

Senior Hannah Eash sees this as more
than a school assignment. �We want to
develop these relationships. I gain a friend
and learn about another culture firsthand.�

The premise is simple: people who
become friends will work harder to find
peaceful solutions to problems. Senior
Sarah Thompson says, �Wars are happen-
ing and people are dying because people
don�t know each other.�

Thursday-Sunday
Feb. 21-23, 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 24, 3 p.m.

Ticket Prices:
Adults: $6.50
Students: $4

Ticket Reservations:
Beginning Feb. 4,
call 534-2567

Both the girls soccer and volleyball teams
won sectional championships this fall,
continuing Bethany�s streak of at least one
sectional championship each year during
the last five years.

The volleyball team won its first sec-
tional championship since winning in 1976
and 1980.

The girls soccer team won for the second
consecutive year and the third time in the
past five years. The team tied or set school
records with 14 wins, 94 goals, and 9
shutouts (averaging under 1 goal allowed
per game).

Seniors Tara Plank (73 goals, 34 assists)
and Sarah Thompson (60 goals, 41 assists)
finished first and second in career scoring
with senior Hannah Eash (20 goals, 16
assists) finishing fourth.
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Births

Deaths

Alumni
News

Ann Minter Fetters (�82) and husband Mike,
Wichita, Kans., a daughter, Julia Christine, on
November 20.

Denise (Bontrager, �84) Williams and husband
Don, Zionsville, Ind., twin sons, Henry Edward and
Harrison Fin, on October 10.

Lisa (Dintaman, �86) Skinner and husband Greg,
Woodlands, Tex., a daughter, Colleen MacLean, on
March 31.

Kent (Smith, �86) Dutchersmith and wife Teresa,
Goshen, a daughter, Luisa Irene, on October 4 at
home. Kent teaches music (half-time) at Chamber-
lain Elementary School and Teresa pastors (half-
time) at Faith Mennonite Church. They have one
other child: Magdalena.

Myron Bontreger (�87, F�98-) and wife Fran,
Goshen, a daughter, Sofia Elizabeth, on December
4.

Lois Hochstetler (�87) and husband Kent Fisher,
Columbus, Ohio, a son, Sam David, on September
4. Lois attends Ohio State University part-time as a
graduate student.

Kenton Hostetler (�88) and wife Emily, Goshen, a
daughter, Sidney Ray, on October 29.

Michelle (Loss, �90 Ng) Miller and husband Matt,
Cincinnati, Ohio, a daughter, Haley Brooke, on
September 14.

Joel Miller (�90) and wife Angela, Middlebury, Ind.,
a daughter, Mariah Kay, on October 10.

Rob Yoder (�90) and wife Sara, Goshen, a daughter,
Ella Elizabeth, on September 26.

Jeremy Mast (�92) and wife Nikki, Goshen, twin
daughters, Hailey Lynn and Regan Leanne, on
October 4.

Crystal (Rogers, �95) Hoover and husband Ray,
Milford, Ind., a daughter, Katie, on September 20.

John D. Smucker (F �87-) and wife Beth, Goshen, a
son, Andrew Russell, on October 14.

Cynthia Good Kaufmann (F�93-) and Eric Good
Kaufmann (F�97-), Goshen, a daughter, Jadyn, on
December 10.

Mary Brubacher (�76), Brutus, Mich., on September
10.

Jason Garber (�95), New Paris, Ind., on November 1.

Spring Fun Fest
Ninth annual fundraiser to
support tuition assistance
Although it�s three months away, parents
are already busy planning for the ninth
annual spring Fun Fest on March 15 and
16. The Fun Fest is a school fundraiser for
tuition assistance with a goal of $60,000
this year.

Plan now to participate in this
fundraising event as a donor or buyer�
everyone is welcome. Donations needed
include baked goods, auction items, money
to cover expenses, and volunteer labor.

Auction items (quilts, new and used
items, silent auction) will be published in a
booklet that will be available prior to the
Fun Fest.

Friday evening activities include a
chicken barbeque, auctions, a bake sale,
and a carnival for children. A pancake and
sausage breakfast will take place in the gym
Saturday morning from 7:00 - 10:30.

Friday and Saturday
March 15-16, 2002

in the school gym

Gladys Mast of
Waterford Mennonite
Church works with Ryan
Peachey (�02) on a quilt
for Fun Fest.
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Alumni
News

Notes

Harold Cross (�56), Tucson, Ariz., retired from his
opthamology practice in 1997, but still directs the
medical student teaching program at the University
of Arizona. He also continues his research on
inheritable disorders among the Amish. He and
wife Diane enjoy traveling to visit their five children
and their grandchildren.

Clifford (�56) and Wanda (Mast, �59) Frey serve as
custodians of Forks Mennonite Church,
Middlebury, Ind. Clifford also works at Mishler
Packing Co. and Wanda at Menno-Hof, a Amish-
Mennonite information center in Shipshewana, Ind.

Glen (�56) and Ruby (Slabach, �56) Hochstedler still
farm in Wakarusa, Ind., now with their son Doug.
The last two years they enjoyed serving for one week
with Mennonite Disaster Service in Virginia and
North Carolina.

Lloyd Hartman (�56), Dayton, Ohio, retired from
General Motors in 1997. He and wife Judylee
serve on the pastoral care team at Huber Menno-
nite Church.

Marilyn Hooley Miller (�56), Bristol, Ind., works as
a bookkeeper in their family manufacturing
business. She and husband Ed have three adult
sons and 11 grandchildren.

Lee (Weaver �65) Schmucker is board chair of the
new Mennonite Mission Agency.

Roger Beachy (�62) was one of four recipients of
Goshen College�s Culture for Service Award for his
work in genetic engineering.

Dan Shenk (�68) has phased out of reporting for the
Elkhart Truth and is self-employed as a copy editor
(two-third time) and chess instructor (one-third
time). If anyone else has that vocational combina-
tion, he hasn�t heard of it yet. He is starting his
eighth year as Bethany�s chess coach; in April 2001
the high school team finished third in Indiana.

Marriages

Carl Bontrager (�86) and Abigail Holbrook,
Goshen, on March 31.

Carrie Hochstetler (�88) and Travis Krehbiel,
Moundridge, Kans., on November 24.

J. Hank Willems (�89) and Cori Williams, Fort
Wayne, Ind., on November 24.

Jeremy Weishaupt (�92) and Renee Glassburn,
Elkhart, Ind., on October 6.

Terah Yoder (�95) and John Goerzen, Indianapolis,
Ind., on October 13.

Karen Martin (�96) and Andrew Schiedel,
Kitchener, Ont., on September 29.

History Book
The History Book
Committee seeks
vignettes for the 50-
year history book.
Send your stories of
150-250 words to:

Bethany History Book
2904 S. Main St.
Goshen, IN 46526-5499

or email:
akdueck@bethanycs.net.

Wayne Hartzler (�73), Terre Haute, Ind., notes
�September 11 came as a real shock. It was horrify-
ing to see an airplane that I worked on crashed into
the side of the World Trade Center towers.�

Janell Martin Atkinson (�81), Granger, Ind.,
homeschools her two children: Alex (grade 9) and
Elizabeth (grade 7). She has been coordinating
group fine arts classes for home school students in
Elkhart and St. Joseph Counties for the past eight
years. Her nonprofit organization, Creative Juices,
now provides group classes in art, music, phys ed,
drama, sign language, writing, and preschool. She
also teaches the drama class, which plans to present
a Michael W. Smith musical in spring 2002.

Dan Koop Liechty (�83), Lansing, Mich., began as
director of the Department of Family and Commu-
nity Medicine�s research division at Michigan State
University College of Osteopathic Medicine.

Rhonda Martin (�90), who recently changed her last
name from Hochstetler, is a senior social caseworker
for the Denver (Colo.) Department of Human
Services.

Mike Bodiker (�92) ran in the Chicago Marathon
on October 7, finishing in just over 3.5 hours with
an average time of 8:15 minutes per mile. In
January he plans to move to Basel, Switzerland, to
begin working as a CPA for an international
pharmaceutical company.

Tony Kauffman (�88) was one of several
Bethany alums to sing in the Michiana Relief
Sale men�s chorus, accompanied by Sarah
Thompson (�02) on oboe. Aaron Gnagey (�03),
not pictured, also sang in the choir.
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Merit Scholar Alums
Ten Years Later
One fact that attests to the quality educa-
tion provided at Bethany is the high num-
ber of National Merit scholars from
Bethany: over the past ten years 18 Bethany
students have been recognized as finalists,
which is over six times the national rate.

Following are updates on the two award
winners from 1991 and how they benefitted
from the National Merit program and their
Bethany experience.

Amy Kauffman
Amy recalls the small class sizes and indi-
vidual academic help from teachers. But
she also appreciates the holistic nurturing
she received.

She says, �I think that academics were
put into a healthy perspective; it was clear
that we were there to learn lots of other

things as well. I saw
many examples of
kindness and toler-
ance at Bethany, as
well as many instances
when people stuck to
convictions when it
wasn�t easy. Those
experiences have been
very valuable to me.�

As a National
Merit scholar Amy
received some scholar-
ship money for her
first year at Indiana
University and was
permitted to take

classes in the school�s honors division.
Amy studied violin at Indiana University
and at the Juilliard School in New York.

Amy is a violinist with the Pittsburgh
Symphony and a volunteer and activist with
a Pittsburgh-based animal-rights group. In
1999 she married Cornelius Dufallo.

Nathan Rempel
The strongest effect of the National Merit
recognition for Nathan was the validation
of his intelligence. While he appreciated
the strong academic environment at
Bethany, he most appreciated the faith
dimension.

He recalls the
emphasis on social
justice and service
as a life response to
Christ and his
moving from a
dogmatic approach
to Christianity to
learning to think
about issues of
Christianity.

He says, �Teachers were great role
models in their service to students, commit-
ment to their work on a professional level,
and commitment to helping young people
think carefully about their faith as opposed
to espousing an American cultural Chris-
tianity with everything tied up neatly.�

After graduating from Bethany, Nathan
attended Hesston College for one year and
then enrolled as a Bible and Religion major
at Goshen College. In 1994 he married
Sonya Mateer, whom he had met at a
Mennonite high school music festival while
a student at Bethany.

Nathan began working part-time in a
furniture factory where he developed
carpentry skills. With coursework in his
major completed, college became less
stimulating so he decided to immerse
himself in carpentry work. Wanting to
apply his carpentry skills to benefit society,
he began working at LaCasa, an agency
providing support primarily to Hispanic
families in Goshen.

In addition to working as a construction
manager at LaCasa, Nathan owns a custom
picture framing business and is a drummer
in a local rock band.

What is Your
Legacy?
Do you have Bethany
Christian Schools in
your will? Consider
giving the gift that
carries on your legacy.
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Reunion
The class of �76 held
its 40-year reunion on
September 29 at the
Olive Garden Restau-
rant in Elkhart, Ind.
Twenty-six class
members enjoyed
visiting and catching
up with each other.
The group decided to
hold the next reunion
on the East Coast,
perhaps in New York
City or Washington,
D.C.

Karen Mishler, alumni
reunion planner,
reports, �This class
was quite diverse
religiously, ethnically,
socially, and politically,
yet felt like one
cohesive group.
That�s what made the
class of �76 so unique.
It really was and is
okay to be individuals
and it feels really good
to see how the class
has all positively
impacted our world.�

Sports Hall of Fame
Pert Shetler (�68) inducted
into county sports hall
Linda �Pert�
Shetler (�68)
became the third
Bethany inductee
into the Elkhart
County Sports
Hall of Fame�
Scott Bodiker (�88)
and Jill Troyer (�89)
were inducted
when the hall was
founded two years ago.

A pioneer among Elkhart County
female athletes, Pert helped Bethany win
the Elkhart County basketball tourney in
1968. She coached basketball, volleyball,
and track at Bethany from 1972-81, win-
ning volleyball sectionals in 1976 and 1980.
She then coached at Goshen College from
1981-96, earning conference or NAIA
district coach of the year honors in basket-
ball, field hockey, and tennis. She also
served as an athletic director from 1987-96.

Currently she resides in Murrels Inlet,
S.C., and works as a landscaper at a camp-
ground in Myrtle Beach. She also helped
start a varsity girls soccer team at Myrtle
Beach High School in 1999.

Service in New York
Adrienne Yoder (�01) serves
victims of 9/11

On June 3, 2001,
Adrienne Yoder
graduated from
Bethany and was
waiting to hear
whether she would
be accepted into
Americorp. Four
months later, she
was deciding how
much aid victims
of the World Trade
Center attack
could receive.

In October Adrienne began a ten-month
term with Americorp*NCCC, a govern-
ment service program for people 18-24
years old that focuses on environment,
education, public health and human needs,
public safety, and disaster relief.

After several weeks of training at the
Washington, D.C., campus, Adrienne and
eleven other team members were sent as
caseworkers for the Red Cross at a family
service center on Staten Island in New
York City. For three weeks she interviewed
clients, determined how much aid they
qualified for (if any), and then wrote checks
and vouchers for that aid.

The aid they usually distributed was a
check for one month of the client�s rent or
mortgage and vouchers for one week of
groceries. On occasion clients received
some money to be used at their discretion.

Most of Adrienne�s clients were limou-
sine drivers who were experiencing finan-
cial hardship because many of their
accounts were in the World Trade Center
area. She also met people who had been
laid off from their work due to the attacks.

Some things were discouraging, such as
seeing people trying to take advantage of
the system, needing to turn people away

because of improper documentation, or
seeing needs greater than what she could
provide.

However, despite these discouragements
or working 12-hour days, Adrienne was
glad for the experience. �It was tiring, but
rewarding�especially when clients were
grateful or I could see how much of a
difference the money was going to make.�

And it was a learning experience.
Adrienne says, �After hearing so many
stories, I feel like I better understand what
happened on September 11 and the ongo-
ing and far-reaching consequences.�
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Notice to parents:

If this issue is addressed to your son
or daughter who has established a
separate permanent address, please
notify the BCS Bulletin of the new
address.

A highlight of Awards Day each spring is
the presentation of the Teacher-of-the-Year
award, to recognize and affirm the dedi-
cated work of teachers at Bethany Christian
Schools. This ceremony acknowledges what
we all know�that fine teaching is a prereq-
uisite for effective education.

Teachers who make a significant impact
on their students do so because of who they
are as persons and how they relate to
students. They inspire students to enjoy
the subject matter and to accept themselves
as persons of worth. Such teachers con-
vince students to strive to do their best and
even then to be aware that much more is
possible. And, at a church school such as
Bethany, they help students develop aware-
ness of a larger purpose for their live� to
which they�ve been called and for which
they are being equipped.

At a conference not long ago, Tony
Campolo asserted that the primary task of
high schools is to enable young people to
discover their special calling in life�to
discover what their God-given purpose is.
All too often such a discovery does not
happen for students at school, but when it
does happen it most often derives from the
relationship between a teacher-mentor and
student.

How students make this discovery varies.
Perhaps a teacher models the value of
Christian service during an Interterm
experience, or challenges a student to
assume a leadership role at school or try
out for the school drama. Often teachers�
sharing personal examples of living out
their faith�as Peter Shetler did recently in
telling of his Mennonite Central Commit-
tee service in Ethiopia�stimulates students
to think about how they too could serve.

Or a teacher may note how a student�s
gifts would equip him or her to consider a
given vocation or area of service. The
impact of a word of affirmation or guidance
from a significant adult other than a
parent, but who shares the parents� Christ-
centered values, can be life-shaping.

As you read the vignettes in this Bulletin,
join me in celebrating the fine Bethany
teachers who bring not only academic
strength and sincere enjoyment of their
subject areas, but recognition that the most
profound learning comes out of their
relationships with students�relationships
that encourage and enable young people to
discover their vocations as Christians.


