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Middle School Completes Five Years

71995: Invest in our youth,
said parents

“After completing our family budget, I
noticed there was no money left for invest-
ment; but when I looked at the line for
Christian education I realized that is the
best investment we can make,” said Bill van
Leeuwen to the Bethany board at its April
20, 1995, meeting.

Parent and teacher Marisa Yoder added,
“We only get one chance to raise our
children; we are willing to sacrifice for
them.”

Bill, Marisa, and over a dozen other
parents and teachers attended this meeting
to petition the board to start a middle
school sooner rather than later—the board’s
marketing consultant had recently agreed
with interim principal Mary Swartley that a
Christian middle school was needed, but
determined the time was not right.

Support at the meeting for a Christian
alternative to public education included
dissatisfaction with large public schools,
issues of safety, friendship networks, and a
desire for Christian nurture.

Betty (Mullet, '61) Hochstetler, a counse-
lor at Oaklawn Psychiatric Center, noted
that middle school students increasingly
“f .

ace pressures of alcohol, sex, and vio-
lence, but don’t have the life experiences to
sort this out and set boundaries—they need
guidance from parents, church, and school.”

See Middle school on page 4
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2001: Investment results
can’t be calculated

“The investment [in our children’s educa-
tion at Bethany] has yielded returns that
can’t be measured in monetary terms,” say
Mel and Lorna Claassen, parents of Jeff

(01) and Heidi (03).

“Bethany teachers are concerned about
not only students’ academic accomplish-
ments, but also their personal and spiritual
development. We value the opportunities
Bethany provides for our children to
connect to the church and grow in their

faith.”
See Growth on page 3

Ryan Springer assists Rebecca Martin ('O7) in a
Journeys with God activity during Bible class.

Annual Report (insert)
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Board

Terry Diener

An assistant pastor at
Clinton Frame Men-
nonite Church, Terry
joins the Board as a
representative from
the Executive Com-
mittee of Indiana-
Michigan Mennonite
Conference.

Terry appreciates the positive experi-
ences his children have had at Bethany—
especially in developing their faith and
meaningful relationships with teachers and
staff—and hopes other students too will
benefit from Bethany’s “strong education in
an environment that develops and nurtures

faith in God and the church.”

A graduate of Hesston College (1974),
Wichita State University (1978) and Associ-
ated Mennonite Biblical Seminary (1995),
Terry and his wife Julie (Bontrager) have
three children: Lindsy ('00), Eric (03), and
Casey ('05).

Marsha Hooley Miller ('66)

“I have many fond
memories of Bethany
and hope that any
student who desires to
attend Bethany can
have that opportu-
nity,” says new board
member Marsha

Hooley Miller (66).

More specifically Marsha wants Bethany
“« . .
not necessarily to provide all the answers,
but to give students tools to find answers
regarding their faith, values, and life
choices.”

Marsha, a billing operations manager for
Michiana Anesthesia Care, is married to
Randall C. Miller. They attend Sunnyside
Mennonite Church where Marsha serves as
moderator-elect.

Middle School Faculty

Duane Stutzman
A Bethany board member since 1997,

Duane (’61) is taking a one-year leave-of-
absence to teach grade 7 and 8 math.

Duane taught grade 5 for 36 years in the
Goshen Community Schools system—the
last 9 at Waterford Elementary School.

Duane and his wife Irma (Yoder, '61)
met while students at Bethany and two of
their three children—Elissa ('90) and Erin
(N’89)—attended Bethany.

Duane is a member at Clinton Frame
Mennonite Church where he has served as
congregational chair, building committee
chair, Sunday school teacher, church
historian, and member of the Stewardship
of Life Committee.

Ruth Ann Wittrig

Ruth Ann began teaching grade 6 at
Bethany last December after 27 years in
Goshen Community Schools.

Ruth Ann has helped write children’s
Sunday school materials for the Mennonite
Church. She is a member and Christian
education director at North Goshen Men-
nonite Church and serves on the Nurture
Commission of Indiana-Michigan Menno-
nite Conference.

She and husband Jerry have three adult

children and five grandchildren, including
Ashley who is in grade 8 at Bethany.



New faculty (I to r):
Duane Stutzman
Bethany Swope

Ruth Ann Wittrig
Jennifer Lucas-Germeyan

High School Faculty

Jennifer Lucas-Germeyan

Jennifer, a substitute teacher at Bethany last year,
teaches World History and Psychology.

She graduated from Ohio State Univer-
sity with a B.A. in pyschology in 1985 and
an M.A. in political science in 1987.

Jennifer has served as a volunteer trainer
for adult Girl Scouts leaders in Turkey and
a parent volunteer for a children’s music-
drama group at Trinity United Methodist
Church in Elkhart, Ind.

Jennifer’s husband Celil works in
Istanbul, Turkey, where the family resides
during the summer. They have two daugh-
ters: Chelsea (grade 9 at Bethany) and
Sierra (grade 5).

Bethany Swope

Bethany teaches high school English. She
taught one year at Northridge High School,
Middlebury, Ind., and then served the past
2Y5 years as a writer and web content
manager for Mennonite Board of Missions.

Bethany graduated from Goshen College
in 1996 with a B.A. in English education
and studied one semester at Associated
Mennonite Biblical Seminary.

She and Marshall King recently cel-
ebrated their first wedding anniversary.
She is a member of Assembly Mennonite
Church where she and Marshall are part-
time youth coordinators.

Growth (from page 1)

Some of the more structured ways that
Bethany helps students grow in their faith
include chapel, devotional groups, and
Bible classes.

Following a major review of the Bible
curriculum, several significant changes
adopted this year include increasing Bible
instruction from 48 to 108 minutes per
week and arranging for the two Bible
teachers at each grade level to team up for
lesson preparation. In an August work-
shop, editor Nancy Ryan Nussbaum (Board
’96-99) shared creative ways to use the
Journeys with God materials, which were
developed by Mennonite Publishing House
for use in Mennonite church schools.

But equally important are the caring
relationships between teachers and students
and the daily role modeling and mentoring
by teachers in and outside of classrooms.

Heidi, who recalls participating in the
1996 sixth grade musical (see page 5) as a
highlight, concurs, “Teachers’ testimonies
and being around others with similar
beliefs has helped strengthen my faith.”

Academically, the Middle School Plan-
ning Committee envisioned a school where
students could explore various interests and
anyone could participate in music, drama,
or athletics. For example, athletics focuses
on fitness, team building, and developing
basic skills rather than preparing a few
athletes for high school teams.

Lovina Rutt, board chair when the
middle school was established in 1995,
believes “Bethany has developed a strong
middle school program that is highly
regarded in the community for academics
and creativity.”

The large increase in enrollment—from
52 in the first year to 101 in its fifth year—
has allowed the middle school to grow
further in its original vision: from one
section in each grade to two. Grade 6
continues in self-contained classrooms, but
with the additional section, the two teach-
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Middle

School

“I like to think it
[the decision to
start a middle
school] was just
another example
of God at work in
the church.”

—Ruth Miller Roth
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ers can now share ideas and expertise. The
additional sections in grades 7 and 8 have
increased the number of middle school
specific teachers from two to five, each
trained specifically for a core subject—
science, social studies, language arts, and
math—as well as phys ed and health. This
has resulted in increased enrichment
offerings and allowed teachers to focus on
the needs of middle school youth.

In 1995, advocates for establishing a
Christian middle school had identified four
needs: a small school, where students felt
safe, could create healthy friendships, and
could receive Christian nurture.

Interestingly, when students in grade 8
were recently asked what they appreciated
most about Bethany, each response in-
cluded at least one of these four areas:
small classes (8), safety (5), friendships (8),
and Christian nurture (8). (See box below
for some individual responses.)

Middle school (from page 1)

Bill van Leeuwen asked the board to

pray on the matter and noted, “If it is
God’s will, it will work.”

The board, with strong support from the
administration and from Indiana-Michigan
Mennonite Conference, decided to move
forward with planning. Classes opened in
the fall of 1996 with one class each for
grades 6-8 on the remodeled second floor
of the “barn” and three middle school-
specific teachers: Eliza Jacoby (grade 6),
Melissa Shirk (grade 7-8 language arts and
social studies), and Ron Kolb-Wyckoff
(grade 7-8 math and science).

Looking back, Ruth Miller Roth, one of
the driving forces behind the petition, said,
“I remember how intently the board lis-
tened to our statements. It’s still a mystery
to me what it was that turned the no to yes—

I like to think it was just another example
of God at work in the church.”

Size of School

¢ Since it is a small school teachers can
help with specific needs. —Michelle

* Because it is a smaller school we can do
things that most schools can’t, like ski
trips and school parties. —Marlys

* Classes are small so you can get to know
everyone. —Laura

Safety

* I'm glad to get away from all the swear-
ing. —David

¢ [ switched from a public school after
grade 6 because of the size and atmo-
sphere. Bethany has been the total
opposite! —Michelle

* When I talk to friends who aren’t from
Bethany they say, “You mean you've
never seen a fist fight! You guys must
be messed up!” Personally, I'd rather
be messed up than beat up. —Ashley

Students Speak Out

What they appreciate most about Bethany

Friendships
* Teachers are understanding and caring;
everybody is nice and friendly. —Janell

* We can be open with friends and teach-
ers about how we feel and what God is
doing in our lives. —Justin

e Teachers can feel when I'm having a bad
day and help make it better. —Kayla

e Everyone is very welcoming. If you are
new, you aren’t new for long. —Michelle
Christian Nurture

* Having devotional groups, chapel and
Bible class is just a great way to start the
day. —Justin

¢ | like the Christian atmosphere, faith-
oriented classes, and teachers.—Kristen

¢ We can talk about God. —Seth

e In every class or anywhere around
school, you can see God. —Janell




Worship Team

A new venture in music,
drama, and worship

A new venture in the middle school this
year is the establishment of a worship team:
Lightshine. The team of 12-20 students,
directed by Eliza Stoltzfus (F’96-01), will
share their gifts through drama, readers’
theatre, scripture, and song with local
congregations.

As a teacher, Eliza Stoltzfus used her
grade 6 music class in this manner, but she
is now broadening the team to include
students in grades 6-8. She says, “Since |
decided to quit teaching to stay home with
my daughter, this allows me to do what I
liked most about teaching: interacting with
students through music.”

Eliza hopes that the group can become
close-knit and develop a set of issues for her
to write about. “The students will defi-
nitely help guide the direction of the team.’

)

The team will begin practice in October
and then perform in several congregations
from February through April. Congrega-
tions interested in hosting the worship
team should contact Denise Risser at

darisser@bethanycs.net or 534-2567.

Teacher’s gift of music and
faith blossoms at Bethany
Although Eliza (Jacoby) Stoltzfus didn’t

know how to play a guitar, that is what her
musically-inclined family gave her as a
college graduation gift in 1996. Little did
she, or they, know how instrumental that
gift would become to her as a first-year
teacher at Bethany that fall.

Having had no experience with Chris-
tian schools other than college, Eliza was
already apprehensive about teaching at
Bethany. Her apprehensiveness increased
when she realized that as the grade 6 music
teacher she needed to prepare students for
a Christmas program. Although she had
participated in music throughout school,

she had never for-
mally studied music,
let alone how to teach
music.

As Eliza played
guitar and piano at
home, she found it
easier to write her
own music than to
pick out and teach something else. For her
first Christmas program, she wrote a short
musical, “Back in Time for Christmas,” in
which one Christmas Eve a boy “scrooge” is
taken back in time to observe events sur-
rounding Jesus’ birth, and with a new
understanding of Christmas returns back in
time to celebrate on Christmas Day.

Inspired by her class Eliza wrote another
musical that spring, “Livin’ to Learn,
Learnin’ to Live,” which focused on God’s
presence and power amid the many pres-
sures, questions, and temptations faced by
young people.

“That first class was a good fit for me,”
says Eliza. “They enjoyed singing together,
which motivated me and gave me confi-
dence.”

In each of her four subsequent years as a
teacher, Eliza wrote original music for her
classes that related to their search for faith
and identity. Eliza appreciates the freedom
that “Bethany has allowed me to not only
teach academics but to help students
develop their people skills and grow as
Christians.”

“Teaching at Bethany has helped me
grow spiritually and musically. I can’t think
of another setting where I would have been

pushed to explore my faith and music like
this.”

Middle

School

“Teaching at
Bethany has
helped me grow
spiritually and
musically.”

—Eliza Stoltztus
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BCS
Response

to 9/11

Chapels

October 3: Myron
Schrag, pastor of
Eighth Street Menno-
nite Church, will offer
biblical perspectives
on “Christ’s Call to Us
in these Times.”

October 8: Peace
Society students will
portray Christian
responses to violence,
ranging from nonresis-
tance to just war.

October 10: Bible
teacher Dale Shenk
will help students
think through their
positions on Christ’s
call to peace in prep-
aration for the draft.

October 15: Several
teachers will share
how they have
worked with students
during this crisis.

October 18: Cynthia
Mahmood will help us
understand militant
Muslim movements
and offer ideas on
how we might re-
spond. Mahmood,
whose extended
family is Muslim and
who grew up in a
Mennonite community
in Pennsylvania,
studies religious
groups that turn to
violence for their
causes. She has
interviewed guerrillas
around the world,
including India,
Pakistan, and Cyprus.
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Bethany Responses to 9/11

On the morning of September 11, students
and faculty quickly became aware of tragic
events of terrorism occurring in the U.S.
Some gathered in shocked silence around

televisions to keep abreast of developments.

Since then students and faculty have
experienced a wide range of emotions and
ways to respond. For some it is difficult to
connect with images of places they have
never been to, but for many the closeness

has heightened the reality.

Some are quickly ready to resume a
normal routine; some, like the student

whose grandmother has not been heard
from since going to work on the 101* floor
of one of the World Trade Center towers
that morning, are still coping with the
ramifications. Some are now suspicious or
even fearful of Muslims or people of
Middle Eastern descent; some have Muslim
family and friends whom they love dearly.

Some are visibly nationalistic with their
support by flying the flag; some quietly
show support through prayer and financial
contributions. Some are ready to fight;
some want to pursue peaceful solutions.
Some feel that it is our patriotic duty to
support our government no matter what;

Terrorist Attacks and Ziggurats
by Ryan Springer (Social Studies 7 & 8)

When we first heard about the terrorist
attacks, my grade 7 class was building
cardboard ziggurats as a part of a unit on
ancient Mesopotamia. The
Mesopotamians believed that ziggurats,
large pyramid-shaped structures with
temples on top, connected heaven and
earth—it is believed that the Tower of
Babel in Genesis 11:1-9 was a ziggurat.

As students worked, we watched the
latest updates on television. Some were
mesmerized by the horrid images and
found it difficult to work while others
showed more interest in their ziggurats
than in the news.

When the Mesopotamians were
building the Tower of Babel, they
were attempting to reach God.
Their tower represented security,
closeness to God, and great achieve-
ment. However, the only thing it
achieved for them was confusion.

The attacks crushed my stu-
dents’ sense of security and safety.
The political, economic, and
military towers that our country
has built were powerless against
these attacks and created a false
sense of security and protection.

Students now realize that they are never
truly safe and are confused about what is
the right thing to do.

[ hope my students learn from the
ancient Mesopotamians that no earthly or
material entity can truly protect us, sustain
us, or bring us closer to God. I hope they
realize that ultimately our protection,
comfort, and well-being come from God
and our hope in Jesus Christ. Further-
more, | hope to teach my students to build
relationships of peace and love—true
“towers” that work for the good of all
people.

Deanna Cender and Priyata Patel display their ziggurat.



some feel it is our patriotic duty to chal-
lenge our government to a different course
of action. Our community includes diverse
perspectives, but we seek to show respect to
each other regardless of our viewpoints.

As an institution, Bethany Christian
Schools supports the Mennonite Church’s
conviction that our allegiance to Jesus
Christ transcends allegiance to any nation.
In that vein we refrain from paying homage
to symbols of national allegiance such as
flying the flag or singing the national
anthem before athletic events. We believe
that playing the anthem or flying the flag of
any specific nation detracts from our
allegiance to Christ and separates us from
fellow Christians around the world.

At the same time, we deeply appreciate
the many good things about our nation and
take seriously our responsibility to pray for
our leaders and contribute to the well-being
of our communities—to reach out to those
who are suffering and to promote peaceful
solutions to resolving differences.

Almost 500 years ago, our Anabaptist
forebears were persecuted by various
church-state governments throughout
Europe for refusing to give allegiance to any
one government and for advocating the
separation of church and state. Two
hundred fifty years later, the United States
became the first government to found itself
exactly on those principles for which some
of our forebears had died: separation of
church and state and religious freedom for
all. In this spirit, and despite the height-
ened nationalism that occurs during times
of national crises, we hope that those who
do not agree with our religious beliefs can
respect Us just as we try to respect them.

Teachers incorporate faith

As a Christian educational institution,
Bethany is not only able to challenge
students to think about issues and re-
sponses related to recent world events
within a faith context, but it is also part of
our mission. Following are anecdotes of
some responses to this challenge.

Duane Stutzman (61, Math 7 & 8):
On the afternoon of the terrorist attacks,
the middle school gathered to watch the
news. We then discussed the events and
shared our feelings. This was followed by a
time of prayer led by students. [ was
impressed by the expressions of care for the
families of those involved. I especially
remember one prayer asking that we, and
our nation, not stereotype those who
appear different than us. Instead of calling
for revenge, students urged us to reach out
to those in need.

Eileen Becker-Hoover (English 9): We
are learning how writers include both
developed and flat
characters in their
pieces. A flat charac-
ter is like a paper doll
with two sides: good
and bad. A developed
character is more like
a filled-out cuddly doll
that takes on personal
qualities.

Our media portrays |
Osama bin Laden as a

flat character, totally "

evil. Humans have more than one side and
are well-rounded characters, but the media
shows only one side. In media as in litera-
ture, we need to recognize how information
is presented.

Beth Berry (English 9 & 10): Recently
during our usual devotional, students in
The Word read verses in 1 John 4, including,
“if this is how God loved us, then we
should love one another.” We discussed
what this means for us at this time.

One student asked us to pray for her
brother who voluntarily entered the army
in August while another requested prayer
for her brother who would be of draft age.
Of course both requests were honored.

Sue Ehst (English 12): Western Tradition
uses on-line discussion to extend explora-
tion of our literature beyond the classroom.
However, after the attacks, conversation

BCS
Response

to 9/11

At center, Stephanie
Martin ("03) leads in
prayer before school
on September 19,
when nearly 70
students and teachers
gathered in Bethany’s
Friendship Garden to
pray for the school,
the victims and
perpetrators of the
attacks, and our
nation’s leaders.

On the morning after
the attacks, the entire
school met in chapel
for prayer, reflection,
and worship in re-
sponse to our nation’s
crisis.
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BCS
Response

to 9/11

Peace Society

The Peace Society
believes that we need
to end the cycle of
violence and hatred
by responding peace-
fully to the events
that took place on
September 11.

We have taken action
by participating in an
ad promoting peace,
writing a letter to
local newspapers,
planning a school
chapel, and wearing
green and purple
ribbons that symbolize
the need for world
peace and mourning
for victims of political
violence.

Led by Ted McFarlane
('02), Matt Yoder
("04), Dale Shenk,
and Jim Buller ("71)
on guitar, students
and faculty sang
songs of prayer, hope,
and healing in the
Friendship Garden.
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turned from Shakespeare to world events.
Following are excerpts from the many
student reflections:

“We could go in two directions: either
reconstruct our lives and learn from this
experience, find ways to get at the roots of
terrorism, and realize what we have been
doing to other countries; or we could let
fear, pain, and a desire for revenge win out
because somebody will have to pay, and
through this lose our freedom.” —Sarah

“We are based on freedoms, but also on
trust among people. This trust was totally
shattered, and it will be a really long road
back to what it was.” —Jordan

“I am struggling with the quotation in

Herman Hesse’s novel Siddhartha that every

sin always carries grace within it. It doesn’t
seem right that terrorists can commit a
huge sin and receive grace. Yet at the same
time [ want them to receive grace because |
believe everyone deserves it.” —Libby

“I believe good will come out of this.
People will pay attention to the way they act
towards others, families will value relation-
ships, and some will see grace.” —Nick

Jennifer Lucas-Germeyan (World
History 10-12): We have discussed that the
attack would not be condoned by those
who truly practice Islam, but that this was a
case of a religious faith being twisted to fit a
political agenda and does not represent
what Islam, in reality, teaches.

Answers
by Dale Shenk (high school Bible)

“Mennonite Disaster Service is already
there.” This statement made by a student
within 45 minutes of the fall of the World
Trade Center towers reflects the answers
that the church gives in moments of
incredible pain and suffering. We have
participated in answering with money,
supplies, time, and
prayers across our

are good ones. These
answers are biblical as
Jesus teaches. “For |
was hungry and you
gave me food, I was
thirsty and you gave
me something to
drink.... I was naked and you gave me
clothing. I was sick and you visited me.”

Matthew 25:35-36

But these answers are incomplete
because a more significant question is:
How can the hurting be prevented? Some
believe this question has an easy answer:
to kill until the hurting stops. But creat-

ing more suffering to stop suffering cannot

be reconciled with Jesus’ teachings.

nation. These answers

So what is the answer? It begins with
education. As in all educational experi-
ences we begin with a question: Why does
the pain exist! Paradoxically, this question
is the first answer. As students seek to
understand the history of Islam and the
United States, the Bible and church
history help them identify the underlying
causes of this conflict. Through prayerful
study and thoughtful conversation, stu-
dents consider many possible answers to
difficult questions, especially answers with
more potential for long-term success.
Hopefully this exploration brings us closer
to answers.

On September 29 I looked across a
field at the gaping hole in the side of
Pentagon. The blackened stone and
mounds of debris still dominated the
scene. But in the midst of the pain
workers were slowly clearing the way to
rebuild the gap in the wall. It will take
months to rebuild the building. It will
take years to heal these wounds. It will
take a lifetime to find the answers. May

God be with us all.



The text of Bush’s address to Congress
hangs on the wall in our classroom with
space for students to write their reactions.
Student reactions include: “I think we all
need to support the decisions our leaders
make.” “A powerful speech with words of
power, strength, and wisdom. We need
peace.” “Pray for wisdom.”

John D. Smucker (vocal music): Public
school colleagues have asked me what [ am
doing in light of the recent tragic events.
My response is that [ am teaching as |
normally teach. I pray with students in
class daily. The music we sing is related to
our lives and faith. For example, the day
after the World Trade Center towers fell,
the middle school choir was working on a
song with the words: “You are the salt of
the earth. Bring forth the kingdom of
justice, the kingdom of peace, and the
kingdom of mercy.” We discussed what
this means for us in our response to others
when these difficult challenges arise.

Theology and an understanding of our
relationship with God, and those around
us, are integral in our choir discussions.
Every time we sing is a teachable moment.
We spend a lot of time working on the
techniques of reading music and learning
to sing, but without understanding what we
sing in the context of what is going on in
our world, our learning is meaningless.

Eric Good Kaufmann (art): Photography
students viewed a PBS documentary on
media censorship during the Gulf War.
Following the video, students shared
reactions to images of the September 11
events. We then read a letter from a
Palestinian woman who communicated that
the few “celebrating” Palestinians do not
represent every Palestinian and expressed
her empathy and sorrow about the events.

Brent Reinhardt (social studies 10-12):
We discussed the dilemma of a personal
stance on pacifism and a need for world
governments to keep order. Nearly all
students want the persons behind the
attacks to be held accountable for their

actions, yet are at loss for how to support
accountability without supporting a mili-
tary response. It’s a challenge to find
creative peaceful solutions to that dilemma,
but a challenge we must undertake if we
truly believe in peaceful resolutions.

Bethany Swope (English 10-12): Authors
and Genre (grade 10) students named the
voices they heard in the days surrounding
September 11 such as government leaders,
survivors, rescue workers, and grieving
family members. Then they listed voices
they had not yet heard and wrote journal
entries about their responses to the events.

Literature and Composition (grades 11-12)
students did context research on subjects
such as the World Trade Center, the
Pentagon, Afghanistan, Islam, and airport
security, and then discussed strategies for
locating reputable sources in the midst of
an information glut.

In both courses, students traced the
words used by our leaders to describe the
events and response. We examined how
the stakes were heightened with each new
choice of words. Students also read
statements from Mennonite agencies about
September 11 and a letter of sympathy
from a friend in Ghana.

Marisa Yoder (Biology 10): In chapel
on September 12, the high school commu-
nity read Jeremiah 29:11-13 and shared
testimonies of recent encounters with God:
through scripture, a stranger offering water,
a friend, people in the Dominican Repub-
lic, the Bethany community, prayer, song,
athletic team devotions, and nature.

When times are tough and pain
abounds, it is helpful to remember and to
remind others of the many ways God is
present in our daily lives. God promises to
be with us at all times, to hear our prayers,
and to make himself known to us when we
seek him. These memories and promises
provide the hope needed to get through
tough and painful times. Chapel provided
hope and reassurance of God’s love.

BCS
Response

to 9/11

Andrew Buschert
("0O7) reads comments
written by classmates
on math teacher
Duane Stutzman'’s
bulletin board. One
comment at top
reads: “War doesn’t
tell who is right, just
who is left.”
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Academic Success

SAT scores exceed state
and national averages
Bethany’s SAT averages of 541 (verbal) and
551 (math) exceeded national averages by
36 points and state averages by 46 points,

despite a participation rate of over 80%—
historically 40% take the test nationally.

Merit Scholars

Bethany averages eight
times national rate
Two Bethany students, Sarah Dick and

Austin Scharf, have been named National
Merit semifinalists. During the last three
years Bethany has had eight recipients while
the national average is less than one per
school every three years.

‘-

L i/

editor of the student 4 |
newspaper: The :
Reflector. She has acted in several dramas

and musicals and is a cast member in this
fall’s production of Do Not Go Gentle.

Sarah, daughter of
John and Shirley
Dick, has participated
in Orchestra (four
years), Bruin Jazz
(three years), and
Academic Superbowl
(two years). She is

Austin, the son of
Jan and Tim Stair and
Marc Scharf, has
participated in Bruin
Jazz and Onrchestra
(four years), Academic
Superbowl (two years),
and tennis (four
years). He played
King Balthazar in Amahl and the Night
Visitors last fall and previously played in the
orchestra for Fiddler on the Roof. He volun-
teers for Northern Indiana Reading and
Information Services.

Do Not Go Gentle

by Suzan L. Zeder

“. “Do not go gentle into that good night.

Rage, rage against the dying of the light.”
—Dylan Thomas

The play centers around Lillian Barron, a
recently deceased 84-year-old, who
began painting murals on the walls
during her last year of life. &When her
family comes to her home to prepare for
an estate sale, they are unnerved and
confused by the violent contentrof some
of the murals. Through a series of
flashbacks, both her family and.the
audience come to understand her
paintings as “pieces of forgiveness that
needed to be given; pieces of grief that
needed to be grieved; piece'% of memory

that needed to be remembered.” o
Show Times:

Nov. 15 and‘16, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 18, 3:00 p.m.

-r Ticket Prices:
Adults: $6.50 e Students:$4

Ticket Reservations:
Beginning Oct. 22, call 534-2567

Calendar

October
22-26 Interterm

November
1 SBA workday
9 Instrumental Concert, 7 p.m.
15 Associates Dinner, 5:45 p.m.

December
6-7 Christmas concerts (HS), 7:30 p.m.
18 Christmas concert (MS), 7 p.m.

January
4 Alumni Night, in conjunction with
boys basketball game, 6:30 p.m.

Visitors” Days: Nov. 12 for prospective
students (preregistration required)

Drop-in Open Houses: Nov. 17 and 20, 6:00-
8:00 p.m. for prospective students and their
parents (in conjunction with boys and girls
basketball games)




Missing Alumni

Can you help us locate our missing
alumni! Please contact development
director Susan Gingerich by email
(sdgingerich@bethanycs.net) or phone (219
534.2567) if you are aware of addresses,

phone numbers, or email addresses of the

following:

Class of 1960
Ruth Yoder Lengacher
Margaret Weaver

Class of 1961
Gary Fulmer
Linda Stevens Hughey

Class of 1962
Richard Slabaugh

Class of 1963
Carol Odell Martin
Laura Kauffman

McGehee

Class of 1964
Barbara Birkey
Philip Lehman
Walter Troyer

Class of 1965
Larry Austin
Raymond Johnson

Class of 1966

Michael Hershberger

Cheryl Fogelman
Kersch

Jo Maniaci

Micheline Rocourt

Duskin

Class of 1967

Elaine Hochstetler
Bontrager

Philip Burkey

Julie (Juliana) Parcell

Robert Stutzman

Frank Trevino
Jerry O. Yoder

Class of 1968

Mary Bontrager Lakner
Dan Trevino

Betsy Martin Troyer
Verton L. Troyer

Larry Yoder

Class of 1970
Wayne Beall
Mike Jacobs
Sigrid Simon
Class of 1972
Steve Ball

Jocelyn Yeater
Kauffman
Steve Kratzer
Murphy Lucas
Karen Mullett
Derrise L. White

Class of 1973

Atsuko Endo

June Kauffman Fowler
Fideles Ongoa

Sam Ovando

Class of 1974

Marlowe J. Buller

Bonnie Regier
Donnelly

Veronica Henderson

Janet Miller Kauffman

Chrisann Hensler
Kendall

Patricia Taylor

Lamortto Wofford

Class of 1975
Jee Chung
Nancy Conrad
Gene Gamber
Reinhard Wolff

Class of 1976
Mary Brubacher
Valerie Davis Daw
Eliza Salvadore

Jan Weaver

Class of 1977
Narda Calbemonte
Louis Reyes

Class of 1978

Alan Hilty

Angie Swartzendruber
Luedtke

Fernadez Shaw

Class of 1979

Loren Hostetter

Bill Kilburn
Catherine Kucinskas
Nele Schmidt
Michelle Smith

Ron L. Yoder

Class of 1980
Gary A. Bontrager
Steve Hanson
Karen Miller
Dunja Moeller
Outi Sarsa
William Wiggins
Class of 1981
Angela Fetz
Carlos Gonzales
Nathaniel Regier

Class of 1982
Kris Brubacher
Tony Davila
Lorne Dueck
Carmen Hopkins
Mike Houser
Reuben Reyes
Beulah Perkins

Sparkman

Class of 1983
Mark Crisantez
Robin Marshall

Class of 1984
Shawn Bornman

Richard Gonzales

Class of 1985
Julio Martinez

Jerald Miller

Class of 1986
Caterina Martinez

Allan Yoder

Class of 1987
Pedro Hernandez

Class of 1988
Tony Norris

Class of 1989
Andrea Bontrager
Jered Liechty
Holly Yoder

Class of 1990
Aaron Mortrud

Class of 1991
Rodrigo Joventino
Lisa Litwiller
Bradford Redding I1I
Ramphis Rodriguez

Class of 1992
Daniel Chuen
Keith Floria

Nan Graber
Susanna Handow
Matt Honderich
Gloria Keener
Tonya King
Anne-Marie Miller

Class of 1993
Nathan Boughner
Maggie Turco

Class of 1994

Carleigh Cleveland

Chad Kauffman

Seung-Gill Lee

Angela Miller

Dan Weaver/Stacy
Beiler

Jami Weaver

Class of 1995
Kenneth Keesling
James Strouse

Class of 1996
Manoel Alves
Mandy Beechy
Dana Blough
Melissa Carder
Jemimah Cataldo
Beth Fye

Rene Harrison
Sarah Howard
Linette Lugo-Colon
Rachel Yoder Moscript
Candi Mullet
Andrea Schmidt
Emily Ulrich
Maury Yoder

Class of 1997
Raquel Laracuente
Tina Nunemaker
Katherine Turco
Sarah Wenger

Class of 1998
Andrew Cooper
Erica Delgado
Lauren Fry

Isaac Hall

Sosha Robinson
Candice Smith
Franklin Villon
Rachel Wenger-Keller

Class of 1999
Miyuki Aoki
Cindy Castaneda
Shayne Erb
Nathan Ghrist

Class of 2000
Elliott Farnham
Amber Tillman
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Service
Inquiry

Three alumni spent
the summer learning
about service under
Goshen College’s new
Service Inquiry
Program:

Andrew Burkhalter
("97) with Mennonite
Voluntary Service
(MVS) in Seattle.

Rachel Koontz ("98)
with MVS in the
Pilsen neighborhood
of Chicago.

Landon Yoder ('99)
worked with the
Mennonite Board of
Missions-affiliated
DOOR program in
Denver.

Ministry
Inquiry

Rachel Paulovich ("98)
and Kent Yoder ('97)
participated in Goshen
College’s Ministry
Inquiry Program this
summer. Rachel
worked with Trinity
Mennonite Church in
Glendale, Ariz., and
Kent worked with Bay
Shore Mennonite
Church in Sarasota,
Fla.
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Malinda (Stoltzfus, ’83) Sanna and husband James,
New York, N.Y., a son, Rafaello Victor, on July 20.

J. Michael Lapp ('84) and wife Tami, Bristol, Ind., a
daughter, Madelin Olivia, on September 10, 2000.

Denise (Clemens, ’86N) Murphy and husband
Michael, Akron, Ohio, a daughter, Lauren Marie,
on September 7.

Joe Bare ('86) and wife Laura, Chicago, I, a
daughter, Camille Jane, on August 15.

Dawn (Hochstetler, ’87) Weaver and husband
David, Appleton, Wisc., a son, Darton Earl, on May
8, adopted June 20. Dawn graduated from Marian
College in August.

Cheryl (Hochstetler, ’90) Shirk and husband Steve,
Goshen, a daughter, Katherine, on August 14.

Jolene (Hostetler, ’90) VonGunten and husband
Doug, Middlebury, a son, Jack Thomas, on August 21.

Mike Yordy ('92) and wife Laura, Onekama, Mich.,
a daughter, Jenna Nicole, on August 21.

Steve ('95) and Sandra (Rolon, ’95) Miller, Goshen,
a son, Logan Christopher, on July 8.

Lisa (Stauffer, ’90) Wengerd of cancer, August 12,
in Minneapolis, Minn. She is survived by husband
Isaac Wengerd ('92) and brothers Chris ('88) and
Paul ('91).

Rachel Miller (S’54-75), on July 14 in Goshen. She
is survived by her children, including Winifred ('58)
Lehman, Karon ('60) Weaver, and Sharon (‘60)
Koelzer. Her husband Sam ('S54-60) died in 1990.

Marriages

Peter Burkholder ("83) and Shannen Hill,
Tabernash, Colo., on July 8.

Austin Kaufmann ("94) and Vicky Solomon,
Goshen, on June 30.

Dustin Miller ("94) and Rachel George, Mishawaka,
Ind., on September 1. Dustin is finishing a master’s
in musicology at University of Notre Dame, where
he is publicity director for the music department.

Jon D. Hartzler (95) and Anika Wedel, Goshen, on
August 4.

Traci Maust ('97) and Chris Vermilion, Goshen, on
July 21.

Todd Sommers ('97) and Gretchen Gusler ("98),
Goshen, on August 11.

Chris Nachtigall ("99) and Marena Leichty,
Wayland, Iowa, on July 29.

Robert Troyer ('66) works as director of product
support for Autosig Systems in Lewisville, Tex. He
and his wife Anne have two daughters, Michelle and
Melissa.

Bill Bufton (*78) visited Bethany this summer for
the first time since graduation. He writes, “I see
great progress in the quality of facilities and pro-
grams.” Bill is dean of students and varsity boys
basketball coach at Wesleyan School—about 1,100
students in grades K-12— in Norcross, Ga. He and
wife Sally’s five children all attend Wesleyan. His
school’s website is www.wesleyanschool.org and his
team website is www.eteamz.com/wolveshoops.

Christina (Eash, ’80) Gingerich is interim director
of residence life for Goshen College for the 2001-
2002 school year. She continues to serve as director
of counseling services also.

Kevin Yoder (’80), wife Sharon, and children began
a four-year assignment in July in administration and
pastoral care with Eastern Mennonite Missions in
Nairobi, Kenya.

Myron Bontreger ('87, F'98-) began in July as
associate pastor with an emphasis on youth ministry
at First Mennonite Church in Middlebury, Ind.
Myron will continue teaching New Testament and
coaching varsity boys soccer at Bethany.

Susan Lambright ('89) is resident director of Kratz
Miller residence halls at Goshen College.

Anthony Bontrager ('97), standing on fence,
watches one of his bulls in action. Anthony,
who also rides bulls, helps stage rodeos each
summer at Weaver Family Farms north of
Shipshewana. He notes that when riding there
is not time to lose concentration: “If you think
about something else, you're in the dirt.”



Kristen Hoober ("90) began as youth pastor at Indiana, and Michigan to move outdoor storage
College Mennonite Church in Goshen on July 1. piles of grain onto train cars. They also assist his

. . . . . father-in-law in excavation work.
Alison (Birkey, "91) Sties serves as managing editor

of Christ for the Nations (circulation 90,000) and as Justin Weaver ('92) and wife Lyz are beginning
art director of Christ for the Nations Institute, studies in Hesston College’s Pastoral Ministry
Dallas, Tex. Program. They previously served as youth sponsors

Kristine Detweiler ('91) begins her sixth year and Sunday school teachers at First Mennonite

teaching at Lake Center Christian School, a K-8 Church in Middlebury, Ind.

Mennonite-affiliated school in Hartville, Ohio. Ben Hartman ('97), Rachel Hershberger ('95), Carl
Meyer ("98N) and two other friends formed a
cooperative farming project in Benton, Ind.

Darryl Eichorn ('91) and wife Holly, Bronson,
Mich., travel to grain elevators throughout Illinois,
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Class of ‘66 (I to r): (front) Clifford Frey, Ruby (Slabach) Hochstedler, Joyce (Yoder) Frantz,
Sylvia (Steiner) Miller, Shirleen (Oswald) Hochstedler, Mary Louise (Kauffman) Meek, Ada (Troyer)
Hooley, Marilyn (Hooley) Miller; (back) Loren Stauffer, Glen Hochstedler, Marion Yoder, Lloyd
Hartman, Genevieve (Miller) Kehr, Marvin Miller, Harold Cross, Genevieve (Metzler) Hershey.
These 16 members and three former teachers—J. Marvin Nafziger, Lester Culp, and Royal
Bauer—met at the Spring Brooke Clubhouse in Goshen on June 23 for their 45-year class
reunion. Emcee Loren Stauffer created a quiz about classmates. Featured speaker Jim Nailg,
author of “Stray Tackles” in the Goshen News, reminisced with classmates on life in the 50s.
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Class of '61 (left to right): (row 1) Bob Brenneman, Dwight Grieser, Betty (Mullet) Hochstetler,
David Lee Miller, Philip Troyer; (row 2) Esther (Yoder) Kern, Jean (Lehman) Moyer, Loretta (Ramer)
Hoover, Shirley (Slabaugh) Shoup, Carolyn (Dye) Marquand, Carol (Hartzler) Grieser, Verna
Kaufman, Karen (Lambright) Kotleba; (row 3) Janice (Carpenter) Miller, Diana (Burkey) Weldy,
Rachel (Leichty) Pittman, Sharon (Nunemaker) Brooks, Geneva (Gingerich) Bender, Nancy (Yoder)
Nofziger, Shirley (Yoder) Yoder, Irene (Plank) Beachy, Joyce (Troyer) Troyer, Janet Moore; (row 4)
Ruth (Yoder) Neely, Margaret (Mann) Steiner, Judy (Kauffman) Kennel, Rollin Newcomer, Charles
Kropf, Wayne (Arlee) Sommers, Karl Lambright, Marvin Eash, Wes Steiner, Stan Byler, Gerald
Gregory.

The class of '61 met for their 40-year class reunion (their first in 15 years) on August 11 at
Bread and Chocolate. Special guests included class sponsor Freeman Lehman and his wife
Eileen from Kidron, Ohio, and former teacher Royal Bauer, Goshen. Singing grace and the
doxology brought back many memories of singing in choir with Freeman.

Alumni

Reunions

61
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Alumni
Reunions

WA

‘81

Twenty members of the class of ‘66 and their spouses met at Bread and Chocolate on July 28
for dinner, a time of reminiscing, and updates on the growth of Bethany’s middle school and
50th anniversary and history book plans: (front) Rosemary (Kulp) Shirk, Henry Miller, Pat
(Kauffman) Yoder, John Birkey, Marsha (Hooley) Miller, Marty (Yoder) Miller; (middle) Jeanne
(Shrock) Riegsecker, Verda Weaver, Elsie (Miller) Horner, Vera (Metzler) Leinbach, Dee (Helmuth)
Birkey, Linda (Hooley) Hershberger, Georgia (Miller) Davis; (back) Carl Graber, Dave Leinbach,
Delvon Yoder, Stan Hoffman, Dennis Stichter, Myra (Nafziger) Oswald, Bob Troyer.

Eighteen members of the class of 71 met at Bread and Chocolate on August 4 to reminisce and
share life journeys: (front) Steve Hooley, Glendon Lambright, Gary Martin, Larry Gingrich, Jim
Buller; (middle) Pat (Mireau) Martin, Paul Miller, Becky (Bontrager) Horst, Cheryl (Schrock) Dolson,
Nancy Baker, Pam Dintaman, Jane (Stoltzfus) Buller; (back) Lola (Albrecht) Gingerich, Merrill
Gingerich, Ken Holderman, Gary Garber, Dennis Gongwer, Carol (Hostetler) Beale.

Twenty-two members of the class of ‘81 met for fun activities at the school, including a tour by
class sponsor Dan Bodiker, and then at Bread and Chocolate for dinner, a re-reading of class
wills, and sharing, which included email greetings from some classmates unable to attend:
(front) Joyce (Tyson) Dreier, Vi (Miller) Delagrange, Deb (Fisher) Sweetser, Tami (Walters)
Snodgrass, Carla Gunden, Brenda (Stoltzfus) Toews, Zondra (Nussbaum) Resh, Starla Graber,
Cheryl (Kropf) Miller; (middle) Susan (Stauffer) Schnupp, Karla (Yoder) Minter, Tracy Farmwald,
Roger Kurtz, Jeryl Kolb, Greg Smucker, Jeff Hartzler, John Mast; (back) John Hooley, Doug
Rheinheimer, Paul Steury, Eric John Hostetter, Mike Gingrich.



Fifteen members of the class of ‘85 met at the Electric Brew on September 23, 2000, for their
15-year class reunion: (front) Anita (Miller) Yoder, Doug Fisher, Kim (Riegsecker) Lehman,
Andre Yoder, Vonda Litwiller, Linda Martin, Jen (Herr) Drescher; (back) Kevin Miller, Troy Risser,
Les Stutzman, Rob Miller, Jeanne Liechty, Doug Kaufman, Lori Voran, Lonna Stoltzfus.

Twenty-two members of the class of 1986 gathered over the weekend of June 8-9 to reminisce
and catch up on the last 15 years. Classmates and spouses met Friday night at Bread and
Chocolate for dinner and to read class predictions. Each classmate gave an update telling how
accurate the predictions were—or, in most cases, were not! A Saturday picnic at the Yellow
Creek Mennonite Church cabin for families included 28 children ranging in age from infant to
13. Also attending the picnic were class sponsor, Wilmer Hollinger, his wife Ruth, and Bertha
Bontrager Rhodes, whose son Wendall was a member of the class until his death in 1985.
Photo not available.

Alumni
Reunions

‘86

Twenty-five members of the class of ‘91 met on August 4 at the Electric Brew for their ten-year
class reunion: (back) David Moyer-Diener, Brent Yoder, Travis Nunemaker, Margie (Broni) Miller,
Cindy (Harshberger) Ross, Brad Weirich, Ryan Miller, Ami (Steiner) Damer, Bryan Falcén, Eric
Martin, Dawn Hoover; (on couch) Sam Miller, Heather (Gusler) Gingrich, Becky Wenger, Jennifer
Shell, Dee Summerton-Bias, Sarah (Miller) Miller, Kristine Detweiler, Rebecca (Howland) Robinson,
Stephanie (Lambright) Roth; (on floor) Brian Yoder, Luis (Alex Martinez) Francisco, Kevin Gascho.
Not pictured: Luke Lefever and Jay Kauffman.

The class of "96 met in the Bethany cafeteria on July 21 for a meal, reminiscing, and tour of the
middle school. Photo not available.

‘96



From

the

Principal

Allan Dueck

Difficult as it is to believe, Bethany Chris-
tian Middle School completed five years at
the conclusion of the 2000-01 school year.
[t seems just yesterday that the Middle
School Planning Committee met monthly
for an intensive year of planning in 1995-
96, or that the three pioneering teachers
and I met for a week in June 1996 to
finalize plans for curriculum, social and co-
curricular activities, and discipline.

The middle school’s mission statement
reads: “Bethany Christian Middle School
provides an excellent education in a safe
environment where students explore,
grow in, and strengthen their relationship
with Jesus Christ.” As I've sat in on
classes, I have often observed the ease with
which students and teachers weave faith
perspectives into discussions in all classes,
not just Bible. Hearing seventh graders tie
Christ’s call to be a peacemaker into
conversation about violence around the
world is to know that important values are
being learned.

BCMS emphasizes creativity as well as
learning through exploration and doing.
Whether designing an original experiment
for the science fair or doing group research
on Egypt, Bethany’s middle school students
learn through exploration. The range of
classes and co-curricular activities affords
them ample opportunity to explore their
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varied gifts and interests. The no-cut
approach to interscholastic athletics means
that anyone can try their hand at sports. In
the arts, too, exploration is the key as
students can participate in a handbell choir,
a worship team, a strings ensemble, drama,
and newspaper and yearbook preparation.

If you were to ask students what they
appreciate most about BCMS, many would
point to the close relationships among
students and between students and teach-
ers. Two seventh grade girls, in spring
when they told guests about BCMS at an
open house, enthusiastically shouted, “the
teachers are awesome!”

Small classes and caring Christian
teachers add up to what many experience as
close-knit family. Devotional groups,
comprised of 12 or 13 students from all
three grades plus a teacher, embody friend-
ship and community. Hearing students in
these groups share heartfelt joys and
sorrows, and laugh and pray together,
underlines their sense of belonging.

During these five years Bethany has
served as a stimulating educational experi-
ence for students—a place of safety that
nurtures their faith and facilitates their
holistic development in mind, body, friend-
ship, and faith.
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