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Each year as high school students reflect
on their experience at Bethany, many say
Interterm is a highlight and for some a
transforming experience.

During this week-long break from
traditional study, students choose from
courses that combine elements of service,
recreation, cultural awareness, or in-depth
learning on a special topic. In addition to
enjoying the hands-on activities of their
chosen study, students value the extended
time together that often results in forming
new, and deepening existing, relationships
with other students and teachers.

Sophomore Michelle Esqueda agrees,
[ . .
Interterm is a fun and relaxing way to
get away from school, but it’s also a fun
educational time to learn. You get to know
people from different grades, and it is a
great way to know more people.”

A unique aspect of Interterm at Bethany
is that all students participate in this special
opportunity. Indeed, one public school
official, on a visit to Bethany last year, com-
mended Bethany’s Interterm program and
noted that while larger schools can provide
similar experiences for some students, they
cannot do so for all.

Following are some glimpses into what
some students experienced this year. For
more photos and other Interterm experi-
ences, see www.bethanycs.net/interterm.
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Auto Mechanics

Students disassembled a car to look more

closely at the frame, electrical wiring, and
heating and cooling system. Students
gathered information on the cost of owning
a vehicle beyond the purchase price—such
as insurance, title, registration, plates, and
maintenance—and considered the meaning
of stewardship in car ownership. A favorite
for many of the students was cooking chick-
en, hot dogs, pizza, hot pockets, and other
food on the running engines of cars—and
then eating it! Above, sophomores Steph
Loucks, Jena Schwartzentruber, and Jessica
Herschberger work on an engine.

MDS Service in Louisiana

Students who served with Mennonite
Disaster Service in New Iberia, La., helped
repair homes damaged by Hurricane Rita.
Tasks included hanging and mudding
drywall, scraping paint and then repainting,
laying flooring, hauling trash, and install-
ing windows and doors. Junior Phil Shenk
(left, on a work break with junior Simon
Smucker) says, “I enjoyed talking with the
grateful clients whom we served and en-
joyed observing the culture of the South—
the differences in how people relate was
eye-opening. The knowledge and memories
[ gained will be with me the rest of my life.”



Naturalism 101

Students learned to appreciate the sights and sounds of nature as they

hiked and camped along the River to River Trail, running between
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers in southern Illinois. In addition to
hiking and camping, students used field guides to learn about the

nature around them, sketched and photographed what they saw, and
journaled their reflections. Frosh Hope Thomas (at right) enjoyed see-
ing the sunset in the Garden of the Gods and listening to the sounds
around her as she journaled. She wrote, “I saw the beauty that only
God'’s creation can have.” Sophmore Michael Fecher said, “Fire was
important as we gathered around the campfire to sing, pray, and share

about our day.”

Dig This! Archaeology in Virginia
Students worked with archaeologists at George Washington’s
boyhood home, visited living history sites in Jamestown and
Colonial Williamsburg, and toured the homes of Presidents
Jefferson, Monroe, and Madison. Students also heard
seldom-told stories of less powerful and prominent people
and realized that unnamed artisans and laborers—many of
them slaves—built the magnificent homes, such as Jefferson’s
Monticello. And sophomore Michelle Esqueda (making
candles at left) noted the injustice of some slave owners’
freely fathering children with slaves, yet a poor white woman
was sentenced to 30 years of indentured labor—as were her
children—for having had sexual relations with a slave.

Alpine Climbing in Colorado

Students learned to snowshoe, ice climb, and rock climb.
All advanced to climbs with high difficulty ratings,
including multi-pitch climbs of 400 vertical feet over
three pitches. One student, who did not finish her first
climb due to fear of heights, ended the week completing
a climb of 600 vertical feet! Junior Carrie Slagel (right)
says, “I was nervous because I wasn’t sure how [ would
do, but everyone was encouraging. When I was struggling,
I could hear people below cheering me and giving me
direction. My time in the evenings with the group were
just as important as climbing during the day, as the group
became my family for the week. The week was relaxing,
inspiring, and spiritually stimulating. Every day I was so
amazed at God’s creation and [ learned to thank him for
the little things. It was a wonderful experience.”
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Teacher of the Year

High school math teacher
Renae Yoder was named
Bethany’s 2005-06 teacher
of the year award. Students |
and parents who nomi- ,‘ ‘-',)‘
nated Renae affirmed her -1 T
caring for students and

sharing ongoing interest

in their lives, praying for students in class,
working with youth in her church, being
willing and flexibile to meet with students
outside of class, and assisting students in
extracrurricular activities as a class sponsor,
Academic Superbowl coach, drama specta-

2006 Girls Tennis Sectional Champions: (front from left) singles players
Kirsten Miller, Rachel Lanctot, and Maya Kehr; (back) Cristina DelLeeuw,
Amanda Yoder, Alli Hawkins, Gina Richard, and coach Sarah Yoder.

2005 Girls Soccer Regional Champions: (front from left) Kelly Frey, Kelsie T
Miller, Maya Kehr, Megan Gongwer, Kari Heusinkveld, Jessica Herschberger,  tor, volleyball and basketball statistician,
Jen Snyder; (middle) Keren Martin, Laura Schlabach, Janell Maust, Liz and math contest coordinator.

Nafziger, Beth Glick, Lauren Summy, Kelly Snyder, Jena Schwartzentruber;
(back) manager Evan Heusinkveld, Beth Barwick, Erica Heinz, Kate
Barwick, Carrie Slagel, Casey Snyder, Cristina DeLeeuw, manager Nicole
Yoder. Not pictured: coach Bryan Kehr.

Calendar

July
31 Fall sports practices begin
August
16 First day of classes
21 BCS Kickoff
25 HS Day Away

September
28-29 MS Wilderness Experience

October
6 Fish Fry
14 Fall Festival
19-20 Parent-teacher conferences

2005-06 Awards

(clockwise from top left)

Art Purchase: Adie Gerig

Outstanding Senior Athletes:
Maya Kehr and Joel King

Cup of Kindness: Amanda Yoder

Outstanding Senior Vocalists:
Darin Schwartzentruber and Jenni Miller

Outstanding Senior Instrumentalists:
Kristen Fath and Nathan Kauffman
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Beth Berry Retires

Librarian Beth Berry retired at the end of
the 2005-06 school year after 18 years as
librarian, English teacher, and Academic
Superbowl coordinator (15 state champion-
ships in 20 years).

Her many contributions to the school
have included promoting diversity and
peace and justice, writing worship litanies,
planning Martin Luther King Jr. chapels,
coaching Spring Arts Day dramas, and
creating displays in the library that draw
students into learning. She has been an ad-
vocate for people of color and marginalized
students and respected by students at both
ends of the learning spectrum for her care
and encouragement.

Micki Kaufman (center) received the inaugural
Beth Berry Peace and Justice Award established
by 2002 alumna Sarah Thompson (left). The
award honors retiring librarian Beth Berry (right)
and recognizes a senior for significant activism
in peace and justice issues. Thompson praised
Berry for encouraging “all students at Bethany
to work for positive social change.” Persons
wishing to donate to the award may send their
contribution to Bethany’s alumni office.

52nd Commencement

Roger Yoder, father of senior Amanda
Yoder and a pilot for American Airlines,
challenged the 52 graduates to find their
passions in life at Bethany’s 52nd com-
mencement on Sunday, May 28. Further,
when they encounter others who share
their passions but do not have faith, he en-
couraged them to share their number one
passion: how important God is to them. He
concluded his address, “Class of 2006, you
are cleared for take off. And I can’t wait to
see where you'll fly.”

Maya Kehr and Andy Shenk gave a joint
student address that reflected on their high
school experiences. The class gift was 80
walkie-talkies for fish fry use.

Joel King, son of Rod and Sandra
Bertsche King, received valedictorian hon-
ors. Kristen
Fath, daugh-
ter of Steve
and Debbie
Fath earned
salutatorian
honors.

Gradu-
ates received
clay pitchers
as part of the recessional. Principal Allan
Dueck said the pitchers represent “a call to
share with others the life-giving water they
have received from God.”

Academic Superbowl! State Runnerup — Social Studies

front (from left)
Jennifer Lucas-Germeyan, coach
Kristen Fath
Matthew Amstutz
Beth Berry, coordinator

back (from left)
Andy Shenk
Marlys Weaver
Jake Martens
Elias Kehr

Top ten academic
graduates: (front)
salutatorian Kristen
Fath, Alex Caskey,
Maya Kehr, Liz Nafziger,
Anjuli Bauman; (back)
valedictorian Joel King,
Andrea Kraybill, Andy
Shenk, Michael Steury,
Gina Richard.
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Alumni News

Report life changes to
the alumni office at
info@bethanycs.net.

B8és
6 Buiern Summer 2006

Karen (McElmurry ’84) and Lee Pfahler, Goshen,
daughter Leah Grace, stillborn May 18.

Darrell Gascho ('85) and Julie Hertzler, Goshen,
son Elliot John, Apr. 9.

Starla (Miller ’86) and Randall Borror, Durham,
N.C., daughter Kayla Joy, Feb. 28.

Gary ('87) and Melissa Chupp, Newton, Kan., son
Tyler Andrew, May 13. Grandmother is Carolyn
(Myers ’59) Chupp.

Scott ('88) and Sheila Bodiker, Millersburg, Ohio,
son Zeke Daniel, Apr. 23. Grandparent is Dan
Bodiker (F’64-).

Tony (’88) and Brenda Hostetler Kauffman,
Goshen, daughter Shanti Mae, Apr. 19, 2001,
adopted from Nepal Feb. 1, 2006.

Brett Sherman ("88) and Mira Grieser, Mt. Ranier,
Md., daughter Sadie Catherine, May 10.

Stacy (Schmucker ’89) and Jeremy Stoltzfus,
Harrisburg, Pa., son Nathan Lee, Apr. 2.

Matthew ("90) and Sonya Kauffman Smith, Port-
land, Ore., daughter Mauren Elizabeth, May 18.

Heather (Gusler ’91) and Ryan Gingrich, Royal
Oak, Mich., daughter Sophie Marie, March 21.

Rebecca ('91) and Douglas Thut Witmer,
Philadelphia, Pa., son Juan, Apr. 7, 2002, adopted
Dec. 20, 2005.

Katrina (Mullet ’92) and Brent Siegrist, Nairobi,
Kenya, daughter Abigail, May 21. Grandpa is John
Mullet (’59).

Dan ("92) and Angela Stoltzfus, Middlebury, Ind.,
daughter Josephine Lee (JoLee), Apr. 28.

Carla (Nunemaker ’93) and Chad Richer, Middle-
bury, Ind., son Seth Allen, May 18. Grandparents
are Dale Nunemaker ('68) and Dorothy (Crilow '68)
Schreck.

A. Jon Hartzler ("95) and Nakeisha Miller ('95),
Bostic, N.C,, son Curran Isaac, Apr. 28.

Chris ('97) and Hannah Weaver, Accident, Md.,
daughter Miriam Joy, Apr. 26. Grandparents are
Verl (71) and Gretchen (Garber *73) Weaver.

Nick ("98) and Jennifer Clark, Wakarusa, Ind., son
Bryce Jamison, Apr. 1.

Heidi (Stoltzfus ’99) and Mike McHugh, Goshen,
son lan James, May 25. Grandmother is Ruth
(Horst "74) Stoltzfus.

Kevin ('02) and Kristen (Oswald ’02) Hochstetler,
Goshen, daughter Joelle, March 28.

Brent (FF97-) and Marla Reinhardt, Wakarusa, Ind.,
son Jacoby Ryne, May 16.

Ronald O. Martin ('’55), Granger, Ind., Apr. 15.

Marriages

Josephine Guedea ('62) and Kenneth Jamin,
Lindenhurst, Ill., June 25, 2005, in Las Vegas, Nev.
She works for Amtrak.

Suzanne Shenk (’83) and Willie Morris, Elkhart,
Ind., Feb. 17.

Heidi Miller ('96) and Chris Mast, Shipshewana,
Ind., March 25.

Michael Stellingwerf ("97) and Linda Gerber,
Goshen, May 19.

Heather Clark ('99) and Steve Edwards, Wichita,
Kan., May 28.

Sharyn Harley ('99) and Jesse Brubacher, Lawrence,
Kan., Apr. 22.

David Byler ('00) and Dana Campbell, Elkhart,
Ind., May 20.

Matt Getz ("02) and Valerie Ronzone, Elkhart, Ind.,
Apr. 22.

Ralph (’57) and Carolyn (Shrock ’59) Hartman,
moved to Goshen to care for her father. They served
nearly 45 years as missionaries with Impact North
Ministries of Red Lake, Ont. They helped found Ear
Falls Christian School and Ear Falls Chapel, where
Ralph was minister for 39 years. He also flew for the
mission and Lac Seul Airways. Carolyn worked in
home care nursing for the last 25 years.

Eric Hooley ('75), Goshen, is senior vice president
of The Troyer Group—One Source. He has worked
in the construction industry for more than 30 years.

Mario ("76) and Joyce (Graber *76) Cordero, Irving,
Tex., have been married 30 years and have three
grandchildren.

Galen Graber (’79), Goshen, was named director
of institutional research at Goshen College, having
served the past two years as executive director of
enrollment.

Brad Lehman ('82), Dayton, Va., released two CDs
in January of harpsichord and organ recordings at
Goshen College. His research into harpsichord and
organ tuning has been used recently in broadcasts
by National Public Radio, BBC, and Netherlands
Radio. Information about these music projects is
available at www.larips.com.

Lisa (Brandeberry ’85) Avedician is relocating from
Duluth, Minn., to El Paso, Tex., where husband Rol-



land will be an investigator for the FBI. She plans
to continue working in office administration with
Hanger Prosthestics and Orthotics. They have two
children: Ian (6) and Isabella (2).

Eric Horst ('89) is program director at Spruce Lake
Retreat, Canactensis, Pa.

Justin Weaver ('92) graduated from Bethel College,
Mishawaka, Ind., and will become executive director
of Camp Friedenswald, Cassopolis, Mich.

Willow Cataldo Reynolds ('94), Elkhart, Ind., is a
librarian for Elkhart Public Library. She is working
toward an MLS for public library certification and
received a Weller Memorial Scholarship for graduate
students specializing in children’s librarianship.

Jason Lehman ("95), Goshen, was promoted to vice
president of finance at LaCasa of Goshen.

Mandy Yoder ('95) was ordained Apr. 30 at First
Mennonite Church in Indianapolis.

Jason Miller ('96) graduated in May with a master’s
in social work at University of Pennsylvania School
of Policy and Practice. He was student speaker at
the commencement ceremony and recipient of the
school’s Combating American Racism award. This
summer he is relocating to Indianapolis, Ind.

Jim Neff ('96), Wauseon, Ohio, received Chartered
Financial Consultant designation April 1 from
American College, Bryn Mawr, Pa.

Preston Hall ('98) is moving from Elkhart to Pat-
terson, Calif., to open a restaurant. He also works
in realty and live recordings with Worldwide Entity
Enterpainment.

Chris Nachtigall ('99) began as program director at
Crooked Creek Christian Camp, Washington, Iowa,
in May. His wife, Marena, owns and operates Earth
and Art, which specializes in flowers, gifts, and
original pottery.

Janice (Miller ’00) Troyer, Goshen, was licensed
as youth pastor at Silverwood Mennonite Church

Apr. 23.

Andy Gingerich ('01), Lawrence, Kan., is part of a
six-member household that is striving to move from
a culture of consumption to a culture of sustain-
ability. He writes, “Mennonite education has been
a huge influence in my decision to live an alterna-
tive lifestyle.” He works as substitute teacher and
carpenter and plays in two bluegrass bands: the Jr.’s

and the High Water Marksmen.

Sarah Thompson ('02), Atlanta, Ga., graduated
from Spelman College in May. As a 2006-07
Fulbright Scholar, she will serve as a teaching
assistant in English at a university in Argentina.

Jonny Meyer ('04), Goshen College sophomore
majoring in Bible/religion and history, was

scriptwriter for a 30-minute video, Dreaming a New
South Africa, on how churches help shape post-
apartheid society. He and other students from the
college’s Peace and Justice Journalism program
collaborated with Mennonite Mission Network,
which will distribute the video to congregations.
Meyer said, “Our experience of the churches’
work in South Africa was very positive, and that’s
the emphasis of our video. However, we have to
recognize that the general South African reality is
not always as positive and full of hope.”

Jennifer (F’99-02) and Neil (§'96-01) Bucher,
Dominican Republic, have completed four years at
Santiago Christian School. Jen teaches phys ed in
the elementary school and Neil serves as principal
of the secondary school. They are expecting their
first child this summer. They are partially supported
in their mission work through friends, family, and
LifeSpring Community Church in Goshen.

Upcoming Reunions

Class of ‘56: 5 p.m. Sept. 9 at Das
Essenhaus Inn and Conference Center,
Middlebury, Ind. Contact Clifford Frey (260
768-4662) or Glen Hochstedler (574 862-
4239 or grhoch@bnin.net).

Class of '61: July 22 lunch in Bethany
cafeteria. Contact Marvin Eash at
mjeash@netscape.net.

Class of '66: Sept. 16-17 at Das Essenhaus
Inn and Conference Center, Middlebury, Ind.
Contact Jeanne (Schrock) Riegsecker
(cjrieg@juno.com or 574 642-4459) or Pat
(Kauffman) Yoder (dannypaty1@maplenet.net
or 574 534-2769).

Class of '71: Contact Jim Buller at
jrbuller@bethanycs.net or 574 536-9437.

Class of '76: Aug. 5 at Waterford Crossing,
Goshen. Contact Jeff Kauffman at
jchk@npcc.net or 574 534-0857.

Class of ‘81: July 15 at Bethany.
Contact Brenda (Stoltzfus) Toews at
bren4042@yahoo.com or 574 533-0690.

Class of '‘86: Contact Audrey Oostland at
oostland@juno.com or 574 534-7008.

Class of '91: July 29 lunch in Bethany’s
cafeteria and 2:30 p.m. tour of the
school. Contact Tim Swartzendruber at
swartzt@emu.edu.

Class of ‘01: Aug. 19 in Bethany’s
Friendship Garden. Contact Matt Gongwer
at mattg@copperfieldllc.com.

To arrange a reunion, contact Susan
Gingerich at sdgingerich@bethanycs.net.

Class of ‘96

The class of '96 met
May 20 at the home
of Mary Lambright,
Shipshewana, Ind.
Reunion planners
included Cindy
(Lambright) Martin,
Anne (Yoder)
Potoczky, and
Rosalina Cortes.
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Allan Dueck

This semester many of Bethany’s high
school science students experienced first-
hand the challenge and joy of caring for
God’s earth. To accommodate the recent
middle school addition and paved parking
lot, Bethany had been required to install a
retention area. Due to the high water table
and the city’s design requirements, the
retention area is always wet, with the water
level fluctuating with the precipitation.

Initially a vexing problem, this situa-
tion soon became an intriguing challenge,
largely through the quiet, persistent encour-
agement of Amy Thut, high school biology
teacher, who suggested that the retention
area be turned into a wetlands—in part to
serve as an outdoor classroom for students
in Environmental Science. With help from
the Grounds Committee and support of
the board, Amy engaged students in re-
searching best practices for treating run-off
water in urbanized settings. She invited wet-
lands experts to campus to help students
understand the problems and offer counsel.

In mid May, without changing the
retention area from the city’s approved
design, Amy together with science students
and groundskeeper Tracy Byler planted
hundreds of seeds, plants, and shrubs in
the water and on the banks. In two or
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three years these efforts should result in
a rich array of color, complementing the
landscaped beauty of other parts of the
campus.

Developing the wetlands has given
students a unique opportunity to learn.
Among other things, they have

e learned about the impact of urbaniza-
tion on the environment and best practices
for treating run-off water;

e thought about this situation in the
light of faith. As stewards of God’s earth,

how ought we care for the environment?

e discovered that not everyone has the
same understanding of beauty, as some
folks didn’t like open water in our neigh-

borhood; and

e practiced communicating by writing
a letter to neighbors explaining how the
pond will benefit the environment and en-
able students to learn.

Join us in celebrating the students’ learn-
ings and in watching over the next few years
as the wetlands habitat takes shape—adding
rugged beauty and color to the northwest-
ern corner of our campus and allowing
students to participate in caring for God’s
creation.
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