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Value in

Christian
Ed

Cover photo: Three
juniors pose at the
mailbox of H. S. Bender
as part of a Church
History assignment.
The students had been
studying Bender's
contributions to Menn-
onite life and thought
in the mid-20th century.
Bender, an advocate for
Christian education, was
influential in founding
Bethany.
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Value in Christian Education

The primary impetus in establishing Beth-
any over 50 years ago was not disatisfac-
tion with public schools, but the desire to
provide an educational setting that har-
monized the influence of school on youth
with parents’ professed Christian standards
(p. 25 Hearing Our Teacher’s Voice). More
recently we have referred to this harmo-
nization as “Singing the Same Song” or
“Church, Home, School, in Partnership.”

At the same time, church leaders were
concerned that secular education was influ-
encing youth away from church participa-
tion. With students spending more hours
in school than in church—and sometimes
than at home—it is not surprising that what
happens at school can significantly influ-
ence students’ lives. Indeed, in the years
since then, various church studies have
shown that students in church schools
such as Bethany are more likely to remain
active in the church than students in other
schools.

Thus church leaders sought to establish
a community where students could obtain
their high school education while learning
Christian faith and integrating it with all of
life. A few years ago interim principal Mary

Brent Reinhardt's World Geography students discuss how Christians might respond to inequities
in the world while studying differences between the developed and developing world.

Faith is part of all our discussions, for
there really is no issue or topic into
which faith doesn’t fit. The unique
opportunity at Bethany is that this
can happen on any day in any class

for any topic. —Brent Reinhardt

Swartley used the weaving analogy of the
warp and woof to describe Christian educa-
tion at Bethany: strong academics woven
through the framework of Christ’s teach-
ings. This vision of church leader H. S.
Bender and others to provide holistic edu-
cation is as distinctive and relevant today as
it was when Bethany began in 1954.

Integrating Faith

At Bethany teachers are free to integrate
faith with academic study and extracurricu-
lars. For example, Environmental Science stu-
dents talk about stewardship of the earth’s
resources and how faith impacts our care
for the environment. Choir students learn
not only to be good singers but also to lead
worship and to think about the words they
sing. Athletes practice hard to improve their
skills and win games, and also incorporate
devotions and prayer into team activities.




Social studies teacher Brent Reinhardt
“ . . . .

says, “Faith is part of all our discussions, for
there really is no issue or topic into which
faith doesn’t fit. The unique opportunity at
Bethany is that this can happen on any day
in any class for any topic. All a teacher has
to do is seize the opportunity.”

Learning Faith

Faith instruction also happens formally
in chapels, Bible classes, and clubs such as
Peace Society and SWAT (Students With
a Testimony). One parent recently shared
that her son did not become a pacifist as a
result of Sunday school, but from what he
learned at Bethany. Invariably pastors and
youth pastors express a desire that all their
youth would have the biblical knowledge
and understanding that they often see in
Bethany students.

During middle school and the first three
years of high school, students study the Old
Testament, New Testament, and church
history. They learn what Mennonite and
other Christian churches believe and learn
to think critically. Juniors Rachel Lanctot
and Kirsten Miller, who transferred to
Bethany last fall, say they expanded their
knowledge of the church in Church History.
Furthermore, they consider the class one of
their favorites for the “meaningful discus-
sions about faith both inside and outside of
class.”

In what some refer to as the best assign-
ment ever, senior Bible students synthesize
what they have learned in church, home,
and school into a senior faith statement
about their Christian faith journey, present
beliefs, and future dreams and plans. They
then share the statement in a public setting
(see summer 2005 Bulletin). Often parents
affirm Bethany for guiding students to own
their beliefs rather than just believing what
someone else has told them.

Community

Much as Rachel and Kirsten have
enjoyed Bible class, their experience of
community at Bethany is what prompted

Kirsten to declare, “We have fallen in love
with Bethany!” They enjoy being among
peers and teachers with whom they share
similar Christian beliefs and lifestyle per-
spectives. They have quickly noticed that
Bethany students enjoy coming to school
because they enjoy being together. Rachel
says, “Everyone knows everyone. There is a
close feeling.”

Rachel and Kirsten’s appreciation of the
Bethany community extends also to teach-
ers and their care for students. Rachel says,
“Teachers are concerned with what is going
on in my life. I feel an openness to talk
with them if [ have a need.” They appreci-
ate teachers’ praying in class and including
students’ concerns.

Shortly after she began attending Beth-
any, Rachel says she experienced the depth
of community following her involvement in
an auto accident. She says, “I was amazed
by how many students and teachers stopped
by to visit or called. The community and
Christian love was awesome.”

Two students hang out in the media center after school. They say, “"the
atmosphere at Bethany is different. People aren't always ready to rush

Choosing
Mennonite
College/Service

In the most recent
five years (2001-05),
Bethany graduates
were nearly five times
more likely than pub-
lic school graduates
to choose Mennonite
colleges or service—
76% of Bethany grad-
uates from Mennonite
congregations in
Elkhart County chose
to attend Menno-

nite colleges/service
compared to 16% of
public school gradu-
ates from those con-
gregations.

home after school, but want to be here, to sit around and talk.”
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Nurturing Leaders

N u rtu ! ng At the October 2005 churchwide conference “Cultivating a Culture of Call,” Bible teacher

Leaders |
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Dale Shenk presented ten aspects of developing leadership gifts in students at Bethany:

. Expectation of leadership. At Bethany we expect many students to serve as leaders. If

a student is crying, I will tap other students to pastor that student. I ask senior Bible
students to name the five people in their class who will become pastors and/or who
are their pastors now. Almost always they name the same people I do, but the process
makes them think about who has these gifts and who is using them. These people are
also then affirmed by their peers for these gifts.

. Adult support. When students are put into leadership roles, we give them clear expec-

tations, provide behind-the-scenes advice (but keep hands-off during the event), and
then debrief and evaluate afterward.

. Authority. At Bethany we give students in leadership positions, such as fish heads,

authority to make decisions and to direct other students.

. Room for failure. Students who lead in prayer in chapel don’t always do it perfectly—and

that is okay. We allow room for that. By contrast, students can be intimidated from devel-
oping their gifts in a congregation because of its large size or high expectations.

. Providing space for unexpected leaders. Quiet, unassuming people can become lead-

ers if we allow them room. Bethany’s smallness helps provide space and opportunities
for such individuals to develop their leadership skills. At Bethany adults “get out of the
way” and allow students to use opportunities to practice leading. For example, students
in worship bands practice leading worship in a safe setting.

. Adult roles in athletics. Student athletes sometimes take on adult roles. For instance,

boys basketball captains do more than meet with officials before games. Bethany’s coach
talks with captains each week about who feels included or excluded and who needs to be
encouraged. In addressing these concerns, the co-captains function as assistant coaches.

. Discussing the role of leadership. In Bible classes we discuss decisions that school,

congregational, and denominational leaders make. We look at a decision itself and at
the process of why and how leaders made the decision. For example, in discussing the
new school policy of not allowing food in carpeted areas at Bethany, we discussed why
and how this decision was reached rather than just reacting to the rule itself.

. Creating vision. We encourage student leaders to think not just in the moment, but

about what will happen next. For example, fish heads don’t need to be as concerned
with what is happening now as with what might happen in the next 30 minutes. News-
paper and yearbook editors learn to think ahead and create plans so that each person
with responsibility has adequate time to do their work and won’t delay others.

. Articulating beliefs. When students graduate from Bethany, they are able to articulate

what they believe and do so in their senior faith statements. This is unusual among
today’s youth as Christian Smith’s research shows that although teenagers in America
have beliefs, few have occasion to express what they believe. [Smith is a professor of
sociology at the University of North Carolina and author of Soul Searching: The Religious
and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers.]

Serving the broader church. When the biennial Mennonite Youth Convention looks
for teens to serve as leaders and planners, they often look to students who have served
as leaders in church and school. Recent Bethany participants have included Amanda
Friesen ('99), Renee Glick ('00), Laura Kraybill (00), Anna Newburn ('01), Hannah
Kehr ('03), and Aaron Shenk ('07).



Calendar
April
21 Fish fry, 4:30-8:00 p.m.
28-29 MS drama: Romeo and Juliet,
Together (and Alive) at Last, 7 p.m.

May
12-13 HS spring concert, 7:30 p.m.
18 MS spring concert, 7 p.m.
28 Commencement, 3 p.m.

Admissions Calendar

Drop-in Open House: May 14, Noon-3 p.m.
Middle School New Student Night: May 23

Peace It Together

Eleven Bethany Peace Society members,
along with four Goshen College students,
traveled to Winnipeg, Man., to attend
Peace It Together, a March 10-12 confer-
ence sponsored by Canadian Mennonite
University for high school students and
young adults inerested in peace and justice.

Chicago-based social activist and poet
Brenda Matthews led three worship ses-
sions on “Somebody Better Say Some-
thing.” Used to speaking to inner city
youth, she brought an enthusiastic and for-
ward style to the Mennonite crowd of more
than 200 students. She related the theme
to her life experiences, often elaborating
through her poetry on issues of justice.

Bethany senior Laura Schlabach noted
that “Brenda’s approach was different than
what I'm used to hearing as she focused
more on the inspiration of poetry than on
service. | appreciated hearing her speak to
issues of justice.”

Participants also could choose from
workshops such as “Sex and Gender Wars”
and “Theologian on the Hot Seat.” High-
lights for the Bethany students included
the long bus ride together, taking a late
night forest hike, discussions spurred from
worship sessions, and listening to the many
bands in the talent show.

—written by senior participants Joe
Friesen, Laura Schlabach, Marlys Weaver

Spiritual Life Weeks

Speaking on “Being a Disciple,” math
teacher Matt Miller led middle school stu-
dents in their Spiritual Life Week (Jan. 30-
Feb. 3). Noting that historically disciples
often got dusty from walking so closely
behind their rabbi, Matt challenged stu-
dents to “Follow Jesus so closely that we get
covered in his dust.”

During the high school Spiritual Life
Week (March 6-10), Christian musician eLi
shared through word and song of his radi-
cal discipleship and
life story—God bring-
ing him to wholeness
from his experience
with drugs and alco-
hol, homelessness,
and hopelessness. In
sharing of his own
journey to becom-
ing a Christian and a
musician he said, “God calls the unquali-
fied and provides us what we need to do his
work. We just need to be willing.”

In conjunction with his speaking at
Bethany, eLi held a public concert at Maple
City Chapel and invited Bethany’s worship
band to perform with him.

The Crucible

Bethany’s production
of The Crucible chal-
lenged cast and audi-
ence to think beyond
the play’s historical
events of 1692 to
how we too grapple
with peer pressure,
prestige, forgiveness,
and faithfulness to
Christ. Below cast
members perform a
scene from the play.
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Alumni News

Report life changes to
the alumni office at
info@bethanycs.net.

8es
6 Buienn Spring 2006

Prayer Corner

We invite your prayers for the following in the
Bethany community:

Kim (Miller ’84) Judy family as her fouryear-old
daughter Emily undergoes intense chemotherapy
treatment for leukemia. Grandmother is Myrna
(Newcomer '64) Gerber.

Dori Hartzler ('03) as she has a heart catheteriza-
tion April 12 in Chicago followed by heart surgery
in June to replace a valve.

Allan Dueck (Faculty ’95-) and his wife Laura Sue

as she recovers from major heart surgery.

Bethany seniors as they prepare for graduation on
May 28 and decide on next steps in their lives: may
they choose in light of God’s calling on their lives.

Youth in the Goshen area as they and their parents
consider their school options for the next year and
how Christian education may benefit them.

Lisa (Herr ’74) and Phil Lederach, Goshen, son
Zebulin Ty, May 8, 2000, adopted August 2005.

Grace (Hochstetler ’80) and Ronald Sautter, Albu-
querque, N.M., daughter Chesney Raine, Nov. 29.

Paul Steury ('81) and Michele Fanfair-Steury,
Goshen, son Skye Austin, Jan. 23.

Karena (Miller ’93) and Bill Hixon, Goshen, daugh-
ter Brynne Lanae, Dec. 12.

Lynda Nyce ('87) and John David Yoder, Bluffton,
Ohio, son John-Paul, Nov. 8.

Melinda (Birky "90) and Cory Brown, Shipshe-
wana, Ind., son Carson Michael, Jan. 27.

Eric ("90) and Kristy Yordy, Goshen, son Luke
Jonathan, Dec. 28.

Kris (Riegsecker "94) and Joe Miller, Goshen,
son Carter Jake, Dec. 10. Grandmother is Marilyn
(Miller ’70) Riegsecker.

Matt ('95) and Sarah Kraybill Lind, Goshen, son
James Isaac, Oct. 12.

Anita (Yoder '98) and Jeff Miller, Bristol, Ind.,
daughter Alivia Raelin, Dec. 1.

Joel ("98) and Jessica Graber, Goshen, daughter
Jolie Elizabeth Marie, Jan. 8. Grandmother is Cathy
(Miller ’77) Graber; great-grandmother is Eunice
(Troyer Miller ’59) Chupp.

Phoebe (Christophel ’02) and Michael Lee, Poway,
Calif., son Trenton Michael, Jan. 31.

Dawn (Faculty ’00-01) and Doug Slabach, Middle-
bury, Ind., daughter Juliana Lyn, Dec. 22.

Jacob Mierau (Faculty ’64-65), Goshen, Feb. 19.
Children include Brenda Yoder ('68), Bonnie Bailey
(°69), Pat Martin ('71), Bryan Mierau ('72), Wendy
Wilson ('74), and Karyn Mierau ('83).

Lucille Christophel (Staff ’64-68), Goshen, Jan. 30.
Children include Janice Langstaff (64) and Joseph
Christophel ('65).

Robert Baker (Board ’87-96), Elkhart, Feb. 19.
Children include Solly Walker ('69), Nancy Baker
(’71), and Tim Baker ('73).

Arlene Horst (Board ’96-02), Goshen, March 6. She
is survived by husband Oren (Faculty '68-71) and
sons Doug ('87) and Eric ('89).

Upcoming Reunions

Class of ‘56: 5 p.m. Sept. 9 at Das
Essenhaus Inn and Conference Center,
Middlebury, Ind. Contact Clifford Frey (260
768-4662) or Glen Hochstedler (574 862-
4239 or grhoch@bnin.net).

Class of '61: July 22 lunch in Bethany
cafeteria. Contact Marvin Eash at
mjeash@netscape.net.

Class of '66: Sept. 16-17 at Das Essenhaus
Inn and Conference Center, Middlebury, Ind.
Contact Jeanne (Schrock) Riegsecker
(cjrieg@juno.com or 574 642-4459) or Pat
(Kauffman) Yoder (dannypaty1@maplenet.net
or 574 534-2769).

Class of ‘71: Contact Jim Buller at
jrbuller@bethanycs.net or 574 534-2567.

Class of '76: Contact Jeff Kauffman at
jchk@npcc.net or 574 534-0857.

Class of ‘81: July 15. Contact Brenda
(Stoltzfus) Toews at btoews@maplenet.net.

Class of ‘86: Contact Audrey Oostland at
oostland@juno.com or 574 534-7008.

Class of '91: July 29 lunch in Bethany
cafeteria and 2:30 p.m. tour of the
school. Contact Tim Swartzendruber at
swartzt@emu.edu.

Class of '96: May 20 at 4:30 p.m. at

the home of Mary Lambright. Contact
Anne (Yoder) Potoczky (annepotoczky@
hotmail.com or 574 255-8767), Cindy
(Lambright) Martin (cindylou@maplenet.net
or 260 768-9149), or Rosalina Cortes
(rcorteso@juno.com or 574 903-3604).

To arrange a reunion, contact Susan
Gingerich at sdgingerich@bethanycs.net.



Marriages

Ruthann (Gardner ’58) Miller and George
Brunk III, Elkhart, Ind., Dec. 27.

Cheryl (Roth ’83) Kauffman and Bruce Snyder
(Staff ’84-87), Goshen, Feb. 12.

Susan (Miller ’89) Beasy and Rich Lusk, South
Bend, Ind., Sept. 3.

Tim Swartzendruber ('91) and Nicolle Nogueras,
Winter Park, Fla., March 11.

Lena Buckwalter ('98) and Jake Johnson Rigsby,
Cromwell, Ind., July 30, 2005. Lena graduated from
Goshen College and Indiana University-Purdue
University in Indianapolis (master’s) and currently
attends Indiana University School of Medicine.

Phyllis (Birkey ’62) Fitchpatrick, Amboy, Ind.,
became the grandmother to quintuplets—three boys
(two died) and two girls—in November.

Steve (’63) and Deb (Staff ’97-03) Johns, Goshen,
recently launched a web-based business selling water
fountains: www.peacefulwaterfountains.com.

Sherry (Miller ’65) Miller, Orrville, Ohio, under-

went back surgery for microdiskectomy Nov. 7 and
brain surgery for an aneurysm Dec. 4. She appreci-
ates the prayers and expressions of God’s love and

care. Pray for continued healing and strength from
her recovery and return to normalcy.

Ray Helmuth (’80, Faculty ’93-00),
Elkhart, Ind., was named principal
for Prairie View Elementary School, a

newly-built public school in Goshen
that will open in fall 2006. o

Landon Yoder ('99) and Andrew Histand (00,
Staff 04-), along with three other friends, are
spending January to June traveling by car and bus
throughout Central American, making stops in each
country. Andrew says, “We don’t have a specific
purpose, but are excited just to travel, see a different
part of the world, and visit friends who are doing
service assignments there. We're also planning to do
some volunteering ourselves, including a few days of
hurricane relief in New Orleans.”

Rebecca Fath ('04) was among six soloist winners in
Goshen College’s Concerto-Aria Competition on

Feb. 16.

KaiJa Summers (N’05) is a frosh at Bluffton
College. KaiJa, a 2005 graduate of Philadelphia
Mennonite High School (PMHS), attended Bethany
second semester of her junior year. She says that
her experience at Bethany helped confirm that she
would attend a Mennonite college.

Summer Camps

for any youth entering grades 1-8

June 59
Basketball (grades 5-8)
BOYS cvvevieieiieiieieieie 9:30-11:30 a.m., $40
GHTLS v, 4.6 p.m., $40
Softball (grades 5-8) ................ 1:30-3:30 p.m., $40
Chess (grades 5-8) ..ooveveveveriviereiienns 2-4 p.m., $40
June 12-16
Theater (grades 5-8) ..vcoveveeveevereennne. 9-11 a.m., $40
Tennis (grades 4-8) ...coovevvvveverevennnnns 9-11 a.m., $40
Volleyball (grades 5-8) ....c..coevvvervevnee. 1-3 p.m., $40
Soccer (grades 1-4 and 5-8) ................ 3.5 p.m., $40
June 19-23

Scrapbooking (grades 5-8)..... 12:30-2:30 p.m., $60

July 30-August 5
Canoe Camping (grades 6-8) ......... weeklong, $495

Registration deadline is May 15 (April 21 for
Canoe Camping). Registration forms available
at www.bethanycs.net or contact Sarah Yoder at

seyoder@bethanycs.net or 574 534-2567.

Fun Fest 2006

The crisp, cool air and jammed parking

lot didn’t deter folks from attending the
thirteenth annual Fun Fest. While young
people enjoyed carnival games and activi-
ties, adults were busy at the silent and live
auctions. Barbequed chicken and pork
chops, pie, and ice cream were highlights of
the food offerings.

Four middle school
students from Bethany
and two younger friends
enjoy their balloon art at
the Fun Fest carnival.

Preliminary figures
indicate gross proceeds
of $85,000 with all
profit used for tuition
assistance. This year
over $275,000 in as-
sistance was granted
to 27 percent of the
student body. Bethany
is grateful for the many
donating businesses,
volunteer parents, and
participating friends
of Bethany for helping
make this event one
that enables students
to benefit from a Christian education.
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From

the

Principal

Allan Dueck

Some years ago economist E. F. Schum-
acher popularized the expression “small is
beautiful.” Recently a number of studies
have concluded that small is also beautiful
when it comes to school size. These studies
suggest that schools with enrollments of
500 or fewer students typically provide edu-
cation of higher quality than large schools.

The lead article in this issue of the
Bulletin underlines the fact that at BCS
too “small is beautiful.” Both Kirsten and
Rachel celebrate the personal attention
they've enjoyed here at Bethany: teachers
and fellow students care for each other in
warm, personal ways. Bible teacher Dale
Shenk highlights another way in which
Bethany’s small size benefits students.
The school’s size, along with teachers’
intentional focus on enabling students
to develop their gifts, means students
have many more opportunities at BCS to
develop their leadership skills than they
would in larger schools.

The same is true in athletics, music, or
drama. At Bethany a student with average
potential as a basketball player, for instance,
has an excellent opportunity to develop
that talent. In a high school of 200 stu-

Bethany Christian Schools

2904 South Main Street
Goshen, IN 46526-5499

Return Service Requested

Notice to parents:

Please notify the BCS Bulletin of

the new address of your son or

daughter.

dents, it’s much more likely than at a large
school that this student will play on the var-
sity basketball team where his or her talents
will enjoy the space, encouragement, and
coaching to develop. Similar opportunities
exist in drama and music.

Bethany’s intimate size also makes it pos-
sible for all students to participate in special
activities such as field trips, service events,
and non-traditional learning experiences.
For instance, in September all Bethany
middle school students retreat to a Menno-
nite camp for spiritual nourishment, group
building, and fun. Similarly, in April all
high school students participate in Inter-
term, a week of learning outside the regular
classroom: serving in the inner city or in a
disaster area such as New Orleans, canoeing
or mountain climbing in the wilderness, or
exploring arts and culture in the city.

[t’s true, of course, that in a large school
a handful of students participate in such ex-
periences on occasion. However, at Bethany
all students regularly enjoy enriched learn-
ing activities. Indeed, Bethany nurtures all
students to grow their gifts with a view to
living as Christ’s disciples in a needy world.
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