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Focus

on Justice

About This Issue

The selection of Dead
Man Walking as the
high school’s drama
production this year
has led to other set-
tings in which stu-
dents have focused
on issues of justice.
Choir teacher and
Peace Society spon-
sor J.D. Smucker
says, "Having a
theme integrated into
school life throughout
the year is helpful as
we keep our focus on
Christ and who we
are as a school.”
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Dead Man Walking

“You’ve done a great job—making us
think about justice in our world,” wrote one
person after watching Bethany’s production
of Dead Man Walking. Based on true events,
this play prompted cast and audience to
reflect on the role that Christian faith plays
in contemporary issues such as the death
penalty, economic inequality, and racism.

Co-director Suzanne Ehst notes the play
is very Anabaptist as it depicts grace and
reconciliation, doing what is right over just
believing what is right, and reaching out to
all—not just those on one side of an issue.

“Cast members were affected in differ-
ent ways, but a common theme was the
realization that social issues are about real
people,” says Ehst. Many were struck by the
pictures and stories of death row inmates
in the “Meaning of Life” display created by
Howard Zehr (°62). Senior Jay Mast (death
row inmate Matt Poncelet) says, “I still have
questions about capital punishment, but it is
more personal now and not just a theologi-
cal issue—I see the impact on both sides.”

“If you do not actively fight injustice,
you are actively condoning it.”

—Sister Marie Augusta Neal

Comments from the Audience

“Plays like this help us to become more
transparent and real to one another.”

“Intense. It made me cry.”

“Excellent acting for a powerful story. Itis a
message Christians need to tell.”

“As a physician working in prisons, I see peo-
ple with attitudes as presented. Great job.”

“Hope pleads with her murderer, ‘T don’t

want to die,” yet she was planning to join the
military to prepare to kill. We don’t link our
own life with the lives of all other humans.”

“You have reinforced what I deeply believe.”

Comments from the Cast

“I can no longer talk about Jesus’ justice for
the poor and downtrodden without realizing
that he has given us the job to give them
their voices. It’s not just a matter of prayer
and belief. It is action to work towards a
better world.” —Senior Emily Bowman
(Sister Marie Augusta Neal)

“Dead Man Walking sparked conversa-

tions among my peers on important issues.
Growth is inevitable when students grapple
with such harsh and layered matters.”
—Junior Mary Roth (Sister Helen Prejean)

The cast performed an excerpt from Dead Man Walking in conjunction with Grammy-nominated
folksinger John McCutcheon’s Feb. 9 lecture/performance on the arts as an agent of social
change at Waterford Mennonite Church. Meeting with the cast, McCutcheon (center) emphasized
the importance of what they are doing and giving to the community. Pictured are: (front) Mary
Roth, Jay Mast, Sierra Germeyan, Cory Bowman, Elyse Morgan; (middle) Lewis Caskey, Sara
Klassen, McCutcheon, Emily Bowman, Kelly Frey, Chelsea Noble, Calvin Graybill; (back) Matthew
Amstutz, Elias Kehr, Andrew Shenk, Johnny Kauffman, Emily Shenk, and Clarissa Lora.



Choral Groups

Choral groups are using justice as a theme in
their congregational programs. Jubilate Sing-
ers has introduced congregations to new
songs of justice from Sizng the Story while

the ten-member Cornerstone Singers has
learned Sweet Honey in the Rock pieces rooted
in listening to God as our inner voice and
following a God of peace and justice.

Choir students also learned some Span-
ish songs in an effort to reach beyond the
English-speaking population. Director J.D.
Smucker says, “In this instance, justice is
reaching outside of our comfort zone to
communicate in new ways.”

Peace Society

Some students are developing relationships
with peers in Iran via email. Senior Emily
Bowman says, “My epal is an avid Muslim,
but she is very eager to learn about me,
Christianity, and western culture. She has
loved me unconditionally.”” Faculty sponsor
J.D. Smucker says, “Placing a face on some-
one our government and media portray

as an enemy can turn that enemy into a
friend.”

Senior Bible

Students researched, journaled, and
discussed three perspectives on justice—
retributive, restorative, and distributive—
and presented their understanding in class
through art, theater, music, or computer.

In groups students worked through how a
church might respond to a housing crisis
based on differing perspectives of people in
a simulated town.

Spring Arts Day

On March 7 high school students displayed
their gifts in drama, poetry readings, and
music, writing, and drawings that centered
on the theme of justice. At the beginning
of the daylong performance students met
in class to reflect together on the theme,

considering questions such as: “Is justice a
way of life? Can justice be taught? What is
unjust about our justice system? Are there
situations here at school that have seemed
unjust? Is God’s justice different than the

justice we expect from, or give to, others?”

Spiritual Life Week

Immersed in a culture that considers justice
in terms of revenge or punishment, speak-
ers focused instead on Micah 6:8 and more
specifically what it means to do justice.

Jonny Meyer (°04) and Kelly Shenk (°04)
shared about white privilege and racism. Joe
Liechty spoke about his working with recon-
ciliation in Ireland. Karl Shelly spoke from
his experiences with the legal system.

Spring Arts Day: At right Kate Steury
sings in the sophomore musical “God of
Justice.” Above is junior Jen Sharkey’s
creative drawing entry. About two-
thirds of all high school students
participated, focusing on the
theme of justice. Performances
included readings related to
slavery, discrimination, and
racism, while two dramas
explored God’s justice in
the Garden of Eden and in
the story of Jonah. For more
information and photos, see
www.bethanycs.net/SAD _
2008.
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Center: Spring Arts
Day drawing by Nik
Diaz ("11). Clockwise
from top: Mary Roth
('09), Jay Mast ('08)
in Dead Man Walking;
Leanne Hochstetler
("10) and Sara Klassen
("10) in “Rich Woman,
Poor Woman”; Mandy
Schlabach ("11) as
Sojourner Truth.
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Learning to SHARE

Middle school students have been focus-
ing on justice as they learn how to build
respectful and compassionate relationships.
Assistant principal Hank Willems says,

“By and large relationships are positive at
Bethany, but since middle school years can
be a time of great social growth we want
to be proactive in helping students develop
healthy relationships.”

Earlier this year students agreed on
characteristics that should define a Bethany
student: honest and trustworthy, accept-
ing, respectful, and encouraging (SHARE).
Students committed themselves to demon-
strate these characteristics—and to be held
accountable when they do not.

The purpose of SHARE is not disciplin-
ary, but to remind students immediately
how their actions and words affect others.
When an inappropriate situation occurs, a
teacher talks with the student(s) and issues a
reminder card to take to the assistant princi-
pal, who notifies parents. “Parents are grate-
ful to know what is going on and together
we can work at behaviors and attitudes that
often extend beyond school,” says Willems.

Students commit to be:
Honest and trustworthy
Accepting

Respectful

Encouraging

Initially students were skeptical, but now
Willems sees them owning the program and
reminding each other to be positive and
supportive. Sometimes they directly con-
front a situation, but more frequently they
send a subtle but clear message by saying
“you could get a card for that.”

Sixth grade students feel that SHARE
has helped them form positive relation-
ships with older students in the hallways and
locker rooms. Willems too has seen students
become more aware of how their verbal and
nonverbal actions can affect their school-
mates, and consequently are more consci-
entious in their actions. He concludes, “A
good situation has gotten better.”

Relationships are close because
of trust, communication, and
acceptance. Because of that
we are safe. —Maddie Birky
(grade 7), College Mennonite

People at Bethany are caring
and accepting. We respect each
other. Simple actions every day
remind us how much we care.
—Maddie Gerig (grade 7), Kern
Road Mennonite

Friendships with students in dif-
ferent grades have improved. —
Brooke Hershberger (grade 6),
Silverwood Mennonite

Students Share on SHARE

Bethany is helping us become
more accepting and respect-
ful. —Lucas Morgan (grade 7),
Trinity United Methodist s

People are more conscientious
about what they do and say.
—TJoseph Mumaw (grade 6),

~ * A Clinton Frame Mennonite

The cool thing is that nobody
picks on you to fight. —Eder
Paez (grade 7), Adventista
Elkhart

People are more fair and
respectful to others. —William
Schrock (grade 6), Yellow Creek
Mennonite




Hoop Highlights

Gwen Kelly (right) finished with
606 career rebounds,
breaking Lisa (Ber-
gey '99) Lehman’s

mark of 545.

Kari Heusinkveld
(left) finished with
1,035 career points,
second to Jill (Troyer
'89) Miller's 1,188.

The varsity girls (10-
13) lost the sectional Fg
championship to .-/

the eventual state
champion. The varsity
boys (11-11) lost a close
game to the sectional
champion. The middle
school boys A team
finished 15-4 and the
girls A team 11-9. In
January the IHSAA
presented Bethany

with a sportsmanship 5:::;'—:2::;?
award for 2006-07. CITIZENSHIP

Calendar

May

2-3 MS drama: Winnie the Pooh, 7 p.m.

4 Drop-in open house for prospec-
tive students/families, noon-3 p.m.
9 HS spring concert, 7:30 p.m.
15 MS spring concert, 7 p.m.
22 Fighth grade recognition, 7 p.m.
25 HS commencement, 3 p.m.

Winnie the Pooh
May 2-3, 2008

Tickets
adults $4 ¢ students $2
Reservations begin Apr. 14
Call 574 534-2567

News at bethanycs.net

ISTEP: Bethany exceeds state averages and
local scores. See /ISTEP_2007.

Conservation Teacher of the Year: Amy
Thut was honored for her hands-on curticu-
lum. See /conservation_2007.

Bee champions: Jeff Yoder ('12) quali-
fied for the April 4 state GeoBee and Julian
Phillips-Kanagy (’13) finished third in the
county spelling bee. See /bee_2008.

State poster winner: Maddie Gerig ("13)
placed first in Geography Educators Net-
work of Indiana state poster contest. See
/GENI_poster_2008.

Pastors Day: Pastors interacted with their
students in class and witnessed the integra-
tion of faith. See /pastors_day_2008.

3Bright Time

Camp Invention, Survivor Bethany, athletic,
and special interest camps. For more infor-
mation, see www.bethanycs.net/BrightTime.

2l . % al i L Al i}

MCC Essay Contest Winners: Seniors Daniel Gingerich (center), Simone
Sommers (right), and Emily Bowman (left) placed first, second, and
third in Mennonite Central Committee Washington Office’s high school
essay contest that focuses on public policy and faith. This is the second
consecutive year that students from Suzanne Ehst's senior English class
at Bethany have been chosen for all three awards. For more on the award
and to read their papers, see www.bethanycs.net/MCC Essays 2008.
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Upcoming
Reunions

Class of '58: Sept.

27-28 at Essenhaus
Conference Center,

Middlebury, Ind.

Class of '63: Aug. 2.

Class of ‘68: Sept. 27
at Bethany. Contact
Gloria Miller Holub

at gloria.holub@
comcast.net.

Class of '83: Sept. 27.

Class of '98: July 25-
26. Contact Rachel
(Paulovich) Sartori at
rsartori@osbornnet.
org.

For updated informa-
tion on class reunions,
contact the person(s)
listed. If no contact

is listed contact see
www.bethanycs.net
/alumni/reunions

or email saricher@
bethanycs.net.
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Matt (°84, $’93-94) and Lisa Litwiller, New Paris,
Ind., daughter Bridget Caroline, Oct. 6.

Karen (McElmurry ’84) and Lee Pfahler, Goshen,
son Isaac Lee, Jan. 1.

Cheryl (’85, $°92-95) and Dan Nester-Detweiler,
Evanston, 111, twins Iris and Hope, stillborn Jan. 7.

Doug (’87) and Tina Groff Friesen, Brownstown,
Pa., daughter Leah Grace, March 7, 2007.

Carrie Hochstetler (°88) and Travis Krehbiel,
Newton, Kan., son Griffin Ezekiel, Feb. 24.
Grandmother is Betty (Mullet ’61) Hochstetler.

Frances (Barkman ’89) and David Webb, Roanoke,
Texas, son Parker William, Sept. 5. Grandmother is
Joanna Barkman (§’70-71, 87-93).

Phil (°91) and Brenda Zook Friesen, Baltimore,
Md., son Michael Jasper, Apr. 25, 2007.

Joel (°93) and Brooke (Nunemaker *96) Martin,
Goshen, daughter Lauryn Ann, Feb. 4.

Chris Atkins (°99) and Sarah Vanderkere, Elkhart,
Ind., daughter Jayda Lynn, Aug,. 26.

Joel (°99) and Jessica Graber, Goshen, daughter
Jinger Neva, Dec. 16.

Jason (°95) and Tonya (Yoder *96) Rupp, Harrison-
burg, Va., daughter Caitlin Hope, Feb. 29. Grandpar-
ents are Delvon ('66) and Shitley (Sawatzky ’65) Yoder.

Josh (°98) and Alexis Nice, Goshen, son Jeremiah
Thomas, Oct. 12.

Jason (°00) and Shelley Kauffman, Goshen, son
Oliver Armon, Feb. 29.

Tina (F’99-00) and Derek Nussbaum Wagler,
Madison, Wis., son Henry Thomas, June 14.

Ryan (F’00-02) and Nisha Springer, Elkhart, Ind.,
daughter Anika Dipti, June 1.

Matt (F’04-) and Courtney Miller, Goshen, son
Gideon Lee, Dec. 14.

Marriages

Tonya Swartzendruber (°88) and Brad Bergey,
June 2, in Chicago, Ill. They now reside in Barcelona,
Spain, where she teaches English.

Diedre Summerton-Bias (*91) and Marc Baker,
Elkhart, Dec. 29.

Troy Davidhizar (’05) and Erica Heinz (°06),
Goshen, Dec. 29.

Rebecca Plaster (’05) and Josh Davidhizar,
Goshen, Dec. 15.

James R. Clemens (F’55-59), Goshen, Jan. 10.
Jared Clemens (03) is a grandson.

Letha Lehman (°61), Knoxville, Tenn., retired from
full-time nursing in Jan. 2007, but works part-time as
a parish nurse and nurse legal assistant in a law office.

Gretchen (Honderich ’62) Yoder, retired from the
Social Security Administration. She helps care for her
parents and six grandchildren.

Linda Slabaugh (°62), Elkhart, is a case manager
for Oaklawn Mental Health Center. She recently
participated in the Emmaus Walk.

Margaret (Baumgartner ’62) Rippey, Goshen, is
retired. She and husband Mike have been married 42
years and recently took a cruise to Alaska.

Lois Johns Kaufmann (’66), New Paris, Ind. gradu-
ated in May with a master of arts in Christian forma-
tion from AMBS. She is a member of the pastoral
team at Assembly Mennonite Church.

David Weldy (°68), Monclova, Ohio, closed his med-
ical practice after 20 years and is now assistant profes-
sor at University of Toledo College of Medicine.

Cathy Smeltzer Erb (°80), Harrisonburg, Va.,, is
head of EMU’s teacher education program.

Case Closed

After 17 years family and
friends of Kari Nun-
emaker have been able
to bring some closure

to her death with the
conviction of Fred Mott
for her murder. Then a

sophomore at Bethany,
Kari did not return as planned to meet a
school friend at a restaurant following an
indoor soccer game in Elkhart on Jan. 28,
1991. Her body was found eight days later.
Not until 2005 did officials have sufficient
evidence to charge Mott, who was serving
multiple life sentences in California. He was
sentenced Feb. 1 to the maximum of 60
years. Following Mott’s conviction, Kari’s
mother Shirley said, “We still miss her. We
wish we could have her back, but we know
she’s in heaven and that we’ll see her again.”



René Horst (’85), associate professor at Appala-
chian State University in Boone, N.C,, published The
Stroessner Regime and Indigenous Resistance in Paraguay,
which studies the interaction among indigenous com-
munities, the government, and religious missions.

Deanna Risser (’89), Goshen, received a mastet’s
degree in business administration from IUSB in May.

Jill Landis (°94) moved to Neapalgunj, Nepal, where
her husband Anuraj Jha works for the UN.

Ben Hartman (°97), Goshen, is chair of the Menno-
nite Central Committee Great Lakes board and a
member of the national board.

Tim Nafziger (°99) and his wife Charletta Erb spent
six weeks this winter in Colombia as reservists with
Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT). During his time
in Colombia, Tim accepted a new position as out-
reach coordinator for CPT, based in Chicago.

Jeremy Braun (°01), Wooster, Ohio, was baptized
Dec. 30 and is studying theology at Malone College.

Jarrod Huffman (°05) is serving with Baptist Mid
Missions as a math and science teacher at Grace
Christian School in Silchar Assam, India.

Megan Gongwer (’06) scored the first goal for
Hesston College’s inaugural women’s soccer team
and was named to the all-region second team.

Buller Living Basketball Dream

A longtime dream of Jordan Buller (°02) has
been to continue playing basketball after
college. And that
dream now has taken
him across the Atlan-
tic, where he is play-
ing in Ludwigsburg,
Germany. Jordan was
a four-year starter at
Goshen College and
his 438 assists and
987 points are first
and second in career charts at Bethany. He

jokes, “I am living my dream, though it is
not quite the dream I had pictured.”

While he was working this summer at a
camp in Switzerland and pursuing basketball
opportunities, a random phone call led him
to work out for several clubs in Germany.
He accepted an offer to play for a level four
semi-pro club team in a ten-team league that
is two steps below the professional leagues.

Serving Soldiers

When M.J. Sharp (01) began serving with
Military Counseling Network in Germany,

he thought conscientious objection was just
a theological issue. However, after two years
of hearing soldiers’ stories, he now realizes
the power war has to transform.

Sharp’s role is to provide information to
soldiers considering conscientious objec-
tion and make sure the military follows its
own regulations. His first client was a man
who joined the army for college benefits.
However, after killing an Iraqi, he told
Sharp, “Killing is personal. You have to
live with it. You don’t do it for the col-
lege money.” Noting that recruiters often
omit important details, Sharp encour-
ages people considering military service
to check out more than just one branch.
“They are competitive and will tell you what

M. J. Sharp ('O1) chats
with John Thornton
("10) following his March
5 chapel presentation.
Sharp encouraged
students to not view
military personnel as
people who made bad
decisions. “Get to know
them. Putting names to
faces helps make the
military more personal,”
he says.

is wrong with another branch. It’s great to
have the military help tell us what is wrong

with the military!” he says.

His team practices four nights a week
with a game on Saturday (travelling up to
125 miles one way). Jordan finds the Ger-
man game less intense yet faster paced than
in the US. As a point guard he averages 6
assists per game and leads his team in scor-
ing (18 ppg). While Jordan enjoys playing on
this team, which is currently in second place,
he hopes to move up to a more challenging
level next year.

His contract provides for food and
housing, so he lives with one teammate and
three players from teams at other levels: an
American and three Germans. The team
also procured a job for Jordan working in an
afterschool program on a nearby US. Army
base. He says, “It has been interesting learn-
ing about military life and my work contin-
ues to challenge my perceptions and beliefs.
The military world feels foreign to me, but I
feel I am a positive influence with the kids.
It has been a good experience overall.”
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From

the

Principal

Allan Dueck

An important dimension of the biblical sto-
ry is justice—a theme that figures especially
prominently in the Old Testament prophets
and in the life and teachings of Jesus. This
Bulletin celebrates Bethany students’ grap-
pling with what it means to “act justly” as
the prophet Micah enjoins us to do (Micah
06:8). But what factors help adolescents grow
in their moral and religious discernment?
How can church schools and parents foster
moral growth in young people?

Lawrence Kohlberg, a pioneering re-
searcher and theorist, identified three major
stages of moral development. Young chil-
dren engage in what Kohlberg calls precon-
ventional moral reasoning, which is controlled
by external rewards and punishments.
Adolescents and many adults typically
engage in conventional moral reasoning, confor-
mity to moral values as defined by society
or other people. According to Kohlberg,
some adolescents and adults move on to
postconventional reasoning in which they have
internalized standards of morality and think
for themselves about questions of right or
wrong,

Researchers have recently identified three
factors that help adolescents to develop
higher levels of moral reasoning (John
Santrock, Adolescence 12th ed. New York,
McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2008,

pp. 244-245). First, exposure to models or
discussion more advanced than the ado-
lescents’ level can help elevate their moral
thinking. Second, engaging with peers in
challenging, even moderately conflicting,
conversation about moral issues helps. Fi-
nally, parents can help by encouraging con-
versation about value-laden issues, especially
when the discussion style involves question-
ing and supportive interaction.

These factors all figure prominently at
Bethany. In enrichment activities such as
Dead Man Walking, in classes, and in chapels
such as Gwen Gustafson-Zook’s reflections
on her recent trip to Iran, students encoun-
ter models of moral discussion that help
them develop their own moral reasoning,

In class discussions, students often partici-
pate in challenging conversations with peers
about moral issues. And in many homes,
thoughtful Christian parents encourage their
adolescent children to discuss faith-related
questions of value.

In all these situations, a stance of think-
ing openly and honestly about what “the
Lord requires” of us encourages young
people to grow in their moral discernment.
Bethany is uniquely positioned to help
young people grow in moral discernment
and in understanding the practical implica-
tions of Jesus’ call to follow him in daily life.
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