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Commitment to the Church

As a child, a Sunday school teacher asked
my class to draw “God.” My interpretation
was a bunch of colorful squiggly criss-cross-
ing lines. Since then, my image of God has
not changed much, though how I under-
stand Christianity has become more defined.

In spring 2010 I decided to get bap-
tized. Baptism was a way for me to dedicate
myself to the church, express my
willingness to love and work with
the church—even in its issues and
inconsistencies—and offer my gifts
to help nurture the church and
define what it is.

My vision for the church is
a community focused on Jesus’
teachings: a community working
for peace and justice in both local
and global environments and serv-
ing the earth and all God’s people.
I trust that even though I will have

From the Principal

At a recent conference, some 200 board

members and administrators of Mennonite

schools celebrated publication of John D.
Roth’s new book, Teaching That Transforms:
W hy Anabaptist-Mennonite Education Matters
(Mennonite Publishing Network, 2011).

To open one of his addresses, John
recounted the touching story a college
senior had shared from her days at a
Mennonite high school. Once when she
was in emotional distress, weeping softly
outdoors, the school’s groundskeeper, a
gentle old man, sat quietly beside her for a
while and then said, “Sometimes it’s good
to cry a little.”” After her crying had sub-
sided, he asked whether she was ready to
return to class and, when she nodded, he
walked her back, speaking briefly with the
teacher. Now a college senior, this young

woman recalled with deep appreciation the

groundskeeper’s gentle care.

some frustration with other Christians or
the church, my faith in God will help me
to have faith in Christians - i
and the church.

Eva Lapp plans to study
peace, justice, and conflict
studies at Goshen College. She
recezved the 2011 Beth Berry
Peace and Justice Award.

This experience illustrates what Roth
calls the “invisible curriculum” at Menno-
nite schools. Moved by the story, we as
board members and administrators at
Bethany found ourselves trying to describe
the “invisible curriculum” at our school.

We agreed that, while many students
excel in their studies, a Bethany education
is about much more than academics. It’s
about students’ understanding their lives as
part of a God-given, meaningfully ordered
reality. We invite students to Christian
discipleship—to respect others, cultivate
their gifts for service, communicate with
integrity, and resolve differences peaceably.

I welcome you to
join Bethany, a dy-
namic learning com-
munity that seeks to
equip students with
learning that lasts and
faith that lives. —Allan
Dueck




Doubt and Pacifism

Doubt is the overarching theme in my faith
story and is essential to my faith. If I sud-
denly knew that God is real as an absolute
truth, I don’t know if I would call that faith.
This realization is difficult for my logical,
rational mind to grasp—and though doubt
might be essential to my faith, it doesn’t
make faith easier.

Despite my doubts, there are some things
I feel strongly about. I rely on community
as my source of discovering what is right
or moral. My education, in church and at
Bethany, is something I am extremely thank-
tul for.

I feel most connected to the Mennonite
church in the ideal of pacifism. I understand
why this is unappealing to many people, but
if someone is seeking to be like Jesus, then
pacifism seems to be an apparent step in the
process. Whatever my doubt, Jesus repre-
sents who I want to be.

Ben Mast plans to major in
English education at Eastern
Mennonite University, and also
Pplans to explore art, peace and
Justice, and psychology.

Community and Service

Growing up in the Mennonite church has
taught me to value the community around
me and the importance of surrounding my-
self with people who share my values. My
family, my home congregation, and Bethany
have molded my faith more than I realize.

My parents have been instrumental in
the development of my beliefs as they have
led by example. I do not remember them
saying, “is that something Jesus would do?”
Instead they showed it: by regularly volun-
teering with Interfaith Hospitality Network,
giving during the offering every Sunday, and
leaving Sunday school early to scrape the
snow and ice off car windows of elderly
people in our congregation.

I am committed to living my life the way
Jesus did, serving others and speaking for
those whose voices are ignored or invali-

dated.

Chris Minter plans to study
political science at Manchester
College with a goal of becom-
ing a human rights lawyer and
working with advocacy groups
1o achieve greater justice.

Salvation, Peace and Justice, Community

After living in a spiritual desert for three years, I am excited to finally say with confidence
that I believe in God and have opinions about what a life of faith means. At times I have
been upset with Mennonite worship, beliefs, and the close but sometimes smothering com-

munity; yet overall Mennonite beliefs and community are things I would be lost without. The

shared goal for peace and restorative justice is something I am proud to identify with, and

salvation a concept I have recently come to accept.

If I were to make a wish list of where I will be in ten years, I would ask:

* to be confident in a job I love, that gives me energy and opportunity to use my gifts to

help others and serve God;

* to be in a relational place—whether single or married—where I feel

supported and at ease about my future;

* to have a community I trust, that gives me life, joy, and support, and

that encourages me on my faith journey.

Emily Shenk plans to study elementary education and Spanish at Eastern Menno-

nite University.

Seniors

Share
Faith

Senior Faith
Statements

Each seniot’s final
Bible assignment is

to share his or her
faith journey, pres-
ent beliefs, and future
dreams/plans in class,
chapel, or a group
setting outside school.
On pages 2 and 3

are excerpts from
presentations by four
students who shared in
chapel.
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Senior Job

Shadowing

All seniors spent
Jan. 3-7, 2011, job
shadowing in an area
of career interest
and earned .5 credit
by fulfilling course
requirements and
individual objectives.
Adult mentors
consistently offered
high praise for the
program itself and for

the effort and learning

of the students.
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Engineering

Ilearned a lot about what chemists and me-
chanics do, but I learned more about what
type of company I want to work for. I saw
supervisors relate in a friendly and personal
manner with blue collar workers, who later
boasted to me about their company. I real-
ized there was a connection between how
they were treated and how they felt about
the company. After college I want to work
for a company that treats employees and

customers with respect. —Kyle Miller plans to
study chemistry at Manchester College.

Pediatrics and Nursing

I shadowed a pedia-
trician and an op-
erating room nurse.
I was limited to
observing, but saw
that both jobs serve ¢
in the medical field
by trying to make
people better. I saw
a lot of team work among all the workers.

Though both vocations were completely
different in procedures performed, I saw
ties between the two. In the pediatrician’s
office I observed children with ear infec-
tions and in the OR ear tubes being put into
young children. To be able to see the diag-
nosis and the final procedure tied the jobs
together for me.

I find relationships to be important and
am grateful for this job shadowing experi-
ence because it affirmed my interest in be-
coming a pediatrician. —.A% Hochstetler plans
to study biology and psychology at Goshen College
and then enter medical school.

Occupational/Physical Therapy

1 shadowed an -
occupational
therapist in a school
and a physical
therapist in a

clinic. Both jobs
were involved and
interactive with
patients, which is

something I want in a job. I enjoyed seeing
how each person’s need was met on a
personal level. I feel that God wants me to
help people in their daily lives and through
activities that they struggle to do due to
injury or disability. I want to encourage
people to keep moving forward and give
them hope. I want to make a difference in
people’s lives and on their heart. —Jenae
Hershberger plans to attend Hesston College.

Literature and Library Science

I love to read books,
and for as long as I can
recall, I have wanted to
create my own. A writ-
ing career fits into my
sense of God’s call for

my life; I can serve God
by writing high-quality,
Christian juvenile lit- ’ gz

erature. I want to give

children and youth enriching books to read,
instead of the questionable literature that
lines most young adult bookshelves. As I
neared the start of my senior year, I began
to think more practically about finding a
profession to provide an income while I
wrote. After some research I narrowed my
focus to work as an editor or a librarian.

In job shadowing, I realized these were
two very diverse jobs. Editing is academic
while a librarian’s focus is on people. As an
editor I can help provide people with Chris-
tian books that are both edifying and en-
tertaining, As a librarian, I can serve others
daily, witnessing through deeds and words.
—Taylor Ann Krahn plans to study English, writ-
ing, and theater at Hope College.



Indiana School Choice

Enactment of the Indiana Choice Schol-
arship Program will provide vouchers to
students from middle- and lower-income
families to attend the school of their choice,
and thus make Bethany more affordable for
them. To learn more about how this may
benefit you or someone you know, see
bethanycs.net/school_choice.

News at bethanycs.net

If I Were Mayor: Sara Leininger ("17) was
second in region. See /Mayor-Essay_2011.

HS Awards: leadership, academic, athletic,
music, and special awards and scholarships
for 2010-11. See /HS-Awards_2011.

Killing with Kill: Sadie Gustafson-Zook
(13) reflects on Osama bin Laden’s death in
song. See /sgz_killing with_kill.

Speech to State: Second-year team places
sixth in class Al See /speech_state 2011.

Forensics Honor: Michael Yeakey (F709-)
one of only 313 since 1925 to be honored.
See /Distinguished_Service_Key_Yeakey.

College Signings: 25% of class of 2011 to
play in college. See /athletics/college.

Emmaus will lead worship, perform, and
assist in seminars at MC USA convention in
Pittsburgh. See/emmaus_2011_ff.

Karen Weldy (°69) moved to Indianapolis for her
dream job: a chaplain at Riley Hospital for Children.

Larry Guengerich (’85), after working 15 years for
Mennonite Central Committee, is now director of
communications for Landis Homes, a Mennonite-
affiliated retirement community in Lititz, Pa.

Virginia Gerbrandt (ng’99) is a third-generation
graduate from Associated Mennonite Biblical
Seminary (MDiv, May 2011).

Sarah Thompson (*02) graduated from AMBS
(MDiv, May 2011) and will begin a Mennonite
Central Committee assignment in Jerusalem.

Jonny Gerig Meyer (°04) is a third-generation
graduate from AMBS (MDiv, May 2011). He will
teach philosophy at Goshen College and do web
development for OddBird.

Commencement

The 2011 commencement will be remem-
bered as the year there were no caps—they
never arrived in the mail—and the year

a tornado warning interrupted the com-
mencement address, ““The Power of One.”

In his address, Ray Helmuth (’80, F’93-
2000) told graduates, “Each one of you can
be part of God’s kingdom by helping bring
peace and justice to our hurting world. Each
one of you will touch many needy people.
But you must be courageous and willing to
step out alone if necessary.”

Student speakers Taylor Ann Krahn
and Ben Miller thanked those gathered for
helping them—as a class and individuals.
“Thanks to you, we have a solid start in
life—a firm foundation from which we can
build in any direction we choose. We have
been grounded in strong Christian beliefs
and values, but we have also learned to ac-
cept and understand those people who don’t
share our points of view.”

Morte at bethanycs.net/graduation_2011.

Jeremy Yoder (°05) graduated summa cum laude from
University of Notre Dame (MS in accountancy,

May 2011) and received the Academic Achievement
Award for his department. He will begin employment
at Grant Thornton in Chicago this fall.

Alum Stories at bethanycs.net

Journalism Awards: Seven Bethany alum

earn 9 of Goshen College’s 15 state awards.
See/IPA11.

Déja Vu: Tim Lehman (F’02-) teaches his
former middle school students in college.
See /Lehman_GC2011.

Nation’s Best: Trisha Handrich (07) was
student station manager for WGCS, named
the nation’s best. See /thandrich07 11.

The highly-academic
class of 2011 had half
of its 40 members finish
with an A- average
and a school-record
11 valedictorians with
gpa’s of 4.0 or higher:
Taylor Ann Krahn,
Mattie Lehman, Eva
Lapp, Ellie Schertz,
Marla zumFelde, Ji Eun
Han, Cory Bowman,
Emily Shenk, James
Helmuth, Leslie Weaver,
and Ben Mast.
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Shop for
Bethany

Shop for your
Christian resources at
Christianbooksbibles.
com and use promo
code BETHANY2904
to benefit Bethany.

Alumni connected with
this business include
Justin Lugbill ('04),
president and founder;
Destiny (Peshina '04)
Higdon; Megan Cloud
(ng’04); and Eileen
Klassen (parent).

Check out other ways
you can support
Bethany through your
everyday purchases at
bethanycs.net/shop
and_give.
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Rachel (°91) and Tom Lapp Whit, Goshen, Apr. 30,
2011, daughter Ramona Marcella.

Eric (°93) and Michelle Risser, Goshen, daughter
Emily Jo, May 28, 2011.

Anthony (°95) and Chelsea Showalter, Brooklyn
N.Y., son Owen William, March 31, 2011.

Jason (°95, F?08-10) and Tonya (’96) Yoder Rupp,
Goshen, son Logan Andrew, Apr. 28, 2011.

Eric (°98) and Julie Yoder, Goshen, son Dane
Benjamin, Apr. 29, 2011.

Jeff (01) and Mariko (Miyama ’01) Claassen,
Goshen, daughter Hannah Joy, June 8, 2011.

Sarah (°01, F’05-) and Seth (’01) Yoder, Goshen,
son Lewis, May 24, 2011.

Byler ('00) Returns to Faith ..

In spring 2000, David Byler was looking
forward to graduation and the new freedom
he would have as a young adult. He was
hardworking—at least outside the class-
room. He worked a full-time job to help pay
for his expenses and consequently paid less
attention to his classtoom studies. Still, he
was surprised to find out that he would not
receive a diploma since he had not passed
senior Bible class.

At Bethany David had few deep rela-
tionships—with peers or with God. While
he considered himself a Christian, he now
realizes that he was a surface Christian. Fol-
lowing graduation he moved into an apart-
ment with some friends and began making
choices that led him into drugs and alcohol.

In the course of dating his future wife,
Dana, their conversations focused on an
emptiness in their lives. So in 2005, they
began attending church together and taking
their faith more seriously. However, in 2009,
with a move to a new city and new church
and long hours at work that kept him away
from both, David soon slid back into old
habits. He says, “When you stay out of the
Bible and church, it opens doors for the
devil to do his work.”

Marriage counseling helped David assess
what was important in his life. He changed

See online obituaries at
Deaths bethanycs.net/alumni/obits
David D. Yoder (°60), Indianapolis, Apr. 9, 2011.

Manasseh Martin (°64), Nappanee, May 29, 2011.

Janice Marie (Martin *77) Myers, Schwenksville,
Pa., Apr. 28, 2011.

Marriages

Alisha Walz (°02) and Nathan Jones, Shipshewana,
Ind., Sept. 25, 2010.

Marlys Weaver (’06) and Phil Stoesz (’07), Gosh-
en, Apr. 30. Matlys is a reporter for the E/kbart Truth;
Phil will graduate from Goshen College in 2012.

and Bethany

his work schedule
so that he could
attend church and
be at home more
often. He says, “I
need people—a
community—to
hold me account-
able. If I want to
maintain my walk

with Christ, it needs payid Byler ("00) and

to be nurtured.” his wife Dana live in
Nappanee, Ind. They
have two children:
Emma (3) and Noah,

born Apr. 15, 2011.

David doesn’t
hide from his past,
saying, “It made
me who I am. I
can relate to people at a crossroad in their
lives and hopefully help them.” He willingly
shares his experience with youth in his hip
hop ministry, at church, and at his work as a
general manager at CiCt’s Pizza.

When David ran into Bible teacher Dale
Shenk in fall 2010, their conversation led
to a plan for David to earn his diploma
through community service and sharing his
faith story in Bible classes at Bethany. David
enjoyed his years at Bethany, but is more
appreciative of his experience now. He says,
“I wouldn’t trade my days at Bethany for
anything, and hope my own kids might at-
tend some day.”



Pilgrimage Brings Messersmith (‘74) Back to Bethany

On Monday, March 28, Alan Messersmith
(74), Ephrata, Pa., and bis 18-year-old son Mat-
thew stopped at Bethany as part of a pilgrimage.
Together they were tracing Alan’s roots, people and
Pplaces that were special to him, and how one impor-
tant decision—to attend Bethany—shaped future
events and decisions. Following is bis story:

My family’s move to Elkhart in 1968 from
rural Virginia was a difficult transition for
me. I did not come from a church back-
ground and battled severe internal struggles
from home life and outward struggles from
being so different from others in Elkhart
in my speech and how I approached life
itself. I eventually ran away from home and
dropped out of school.

I 'learned to know a man who accepted
me for who I was, and through his influence
I accepted the Lord as my Savior. A short
time later, a friend—a good student from a
good family that I enjoyed being around—
told me about a small school in Goshen
where I might find acceptance: Bethany.

Through my friend’s persistence I agreed
to try Bethany for one day. I’'m not really
sure why, but I hated it, and life seemed
hopeless. That night Levi Miller (F’73-
76), the interim principal, called me. I was
amazed that I mattered enough for him to
bother, so I decided to try just one more
day, and stayed the rest of the school year.
This was the first in a series of life chang-
ing events that would dramatically change
the course of my life during my one year at
Bethany, where for the first time I experi-
enced unconditional love and acceptance.

Many people at Bethany impacted my
life; following are a few examples:

Larion Swartzendruber (F’70-75)
spoke in chapel about Satan wanting to keep
us from realizing God’s love and plan for
our lives. While I heard his words, his weep-
ing openly as he spoke touched my heart.

My classmates: Our senior class trip
was planned for Washington and New York,
but I had no money. One day I found an en-

velope in my locker with money and a note,
“We want you to be with us on the senior
trip and have collected money so you can
go with us.” That really spoke to how much
people cared for me.

Marsha Edwards (F’72-77) and Ever-
ett Thomas (F’72-89): I had no interest in
grades and learning as I was just trying to
cope with life itself. These teachers were less

Reunions

concerned about grades than helping bring

. . Sept. 23-24, 2011,
life into the learning process. Through them 3

will be alumni
weekend with
reunions for classes
ending in 1 or 6.

I began to develop a desire to learn.

Bethany Community: I saw a way of
life I had never known before. I felt safe,
comfortable, and loved. Had I not been
given the opportunity to attend Bethany
that one year, my life would have turned
out incredibly different. I keep a note in my
Bible that says, “To the world you may be
just one person but to one person you just
might be the world.” Levi Miller, and the
Bethany family, was the world that the Lord
used to show me his love and help right the

For more information,
see bethanycs.net/
reunions.

roots and foundation of my life.
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Alan Messersmith (‘74), with his son Matthew and Dan Bodiker (F'64-07),
notes how one important decision shaped future events and decisions. He

says, “Because of that one year at Bethany, | attended Eastern Mennonite
College (University), graduated with a teaching degree, and met my future
wife, Miriam Lind. We have lived in Ephrata, Pa., for the past 30 of our
34 years of marriage, homeschooling our four children—Bethany, Andrew,
Ashley, and Matthew —and attending an evangelical church where we have
served in positions of teaching and mentoring. | am director of business
development for Dutch Valley Foods & Food Development, a family-owned
business whose core mission is to glorify the Lord.”
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Return Service Requested

Notice to parents:

Please notify the BCS Bulletin of the
new address of your son or daughter.

Faith, Hope, and Love ... at Work

All seniors spent Jan. 3-7, 2011, job shadowing in an area
of career interest. Twila Albrecht reflects on her week shadow-
ing Dan Schrock (°77), pastor of Berkey Avenue Mennonite

Fellowship, and Les and Gwen Gustafson-Zook of MCC Great

Lakes. Reflections from additional seniors are on p. 4.

As I reflected on conversations in my week of job shad-

owing, I distinguished three central ideas: faith, hope,
and love. I had heard these before, but this week I real-
ized how significant they become in choosing a career.

Faith, in this context, is believing that God has
placed within me the skills required to live the calling
I have received. While I enjoyed writing an opening
reflection for an elder’s meeting, I was not thrilled to
share it in front of a group—but I did. Transitioning
into the real world is also terrifying, but I now have
faith that God will make his plan evident to me.

Hope means to let go of insecurities and be adven-
turous. I am not completely comfortable with this as
I often play it safe when it comes to new experiences.
When I reflect on my dream of traveling, I realize that
I will need to acquire an adventurous spirit and willing-
ness to try new things.

Love is to put effort into building positive relation-
ships wherever I go. I saw Dan, Gwen, and Les live this
in their words and actions. On pastoral visits, I noticed
how Dan related to people differently, based on the
situations they were in.

These lessons of faith, hope, and love that I have
learned from job shadowing are rooted in 1 Corinthians

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
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Twila Albrecht ("11) shares a devotional at an elder’s
meeting (Pastor Dan Schrock in the background).

13:13. I have heard this verse many times growing up,
but through my experience with job shadowing, I have
discovered that my perspective on finding a career has
changed and now this verse means something new to
me as I search for God’s calling,

I have always desired a career that would make me
successful and recognized by society. However, I found
this experience to be humbling. Now I see success
as more internal, and less external. If I want to look
forward to going to work every day, I need to find a
job that fills my heart, not necessarily my wallet. I will
struggle throughout life to transform these words into
action, but I am ready to be adventurous.



