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As a teacher at Bethany, Eileen Becker-Hoover mentors a group of  about ten students in 
their academic work, social development, and faith and life issues—to listen to, nurture, and 
care for them. This fall these students returned that care to her.

One day, during the time when students meet with their mentors, the group visited Eileen 
at her home, where she was recuperating from recent surgery. “It was neat to hear the voices 
of  about 10 people coming across the lawn,” she says. They brought her hugs, flowers, 
poems to read, and wishes for her to get well and return to the classroom.

Though the students normally meet individually with Eileen, not as a group, they gathered 
together soon after her surgery to plan their visit. One of  these students, Sarah Brew, says, 
“We wanted to do something nice for her. And we missed our time with her.” Their plans 
included selecting a bouquet of  yellow flowers—her favorite color—and one student wrote 
an original poem for her (read poem bethanycs.net/role_reversal_100915).

Rachel Roth Sawatzky, who filled in as the students’ mentor while Eileen was on medical 
leave, says, “One of  the great things about Bethany is the student-teacher relationships that 
develop and the close-knit community that lead students to visit their teacher at home. That 
kind of  care makes Bethany a special place to be.”

Community: Sharing Christ’s Love
Part 1: Students Care for Teacher
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From the Principal
This issue highlights community at Beth-
any. Alumni classes gathered here recently 
to renew friendships. Greg Sommers 
reflects on community life at the school, 
including the impact of  host families.

One of  Bethany’s core values is com-
munity, and as a school we do much to 
cultivate caring, supportive relationships. 
We see Christ-like caring when a teacher, 
noticing a student struggling to focus, asks 
whether things are going well with family 
and other areas of  life. We see caring when 
a player consoles a teammate after a disap-
pointing play or celebrates a big success. 
We see it when everyone joins to pray for 
a teacher’s recovery from surgery. And we 
see community when students and staff  
worship together in song and prayer.

Jesus once said that the entire law and 
prophets could be reduced to these twin 
teachings: “love God wholly and love 
your neighbor as yourself ” (Mt. 22:37-39). 

Clearly the heart of  Jesus’ good news is 
the call to love others, to help bear one 
another’s burdens. We joyfully celebrate the 
unmistakable presence of  such love and 
caring in our community.

Jesus also asks us to broaden our under-
standing of  community to include people 
different than we: in his era, Samaritans, 
Gentiles, and even enemies (Mt. 5:43-48). 
At Bethany we welcome students with 
varying gifts and from diverse religious, 
socioeconomic, and racial-ethnic back-
grounds. This year, for instance, about 
24% of  our students represent diverse 
racial-ethnic groups.

We celebrate com-
munity we enjoy even 
as we embrace the 
opportunity to keep 
growing towards the 
generous inclusion to 
which Jesus calls us. 
—Allan Dueck

Typically, coaches inspire athletes—helping 
to motivate and encourage them in their 
sport and in life. However, on Sept. 12 the 
roles reversed for cross country coach Krys-
ten Parson (KP) and senior Ali Hochstetler.

Last winter Ali convinced KP to run a 
half-marathon with her this fall. Actually, 
there wasn’t much convincing. More than 
just a coach to her players, KP is a mentor 
and friend who enjoys being with them and 
doing things together. So, even though she 
was not a distance runner, she soon agreed. 

After months of  training KP felt pre-
pared for the race and optimistic they could 
reach their goal of  finishing together in 
under two hours. The race started well, but 
around the 9-mile marker KP began to feel 
miserable and considered walking or stop-
ping. She suggested that Ali go on ahead.

But Ali refused. Her decision to stay with 
her coach, rather than pursue their time 

goal on her 
own, didn’t 
seem like a 
big deal to 
her. After all, 
she had asked 
her coach to 
run this race 
together. Leav-
ing KP to 
finish on her 
own was not 
an option.

Ali’s decision was significant for KP. She 
says, “At this point I became inspired by 
my running partner. What Ali did for me is 
not a typical quality of  teenagers: willingly 
sacrificing her own agenda for me. In all 
my years as an athlete and now as a coach, I 
have rarely seen such selfless care. What Ali 
demonstrated to me is how Jesus lived every 
day.”

Community: Sharing Christ’s Love
Part 2: Athlete Inspires Coach

Cover photo: Eileen 
Becker-Hoover (center 
back with f lowers) 
is surrounded by her 
mentees: (clockwise 
from Ei leen) Laken 
Richer, Katie Shank, 
Ashley Brugh, Sarah 
Brew, Lynea Brubacher 
K a e t h l e r ,  H a n n a 
Hochstetler, Mattie 
Lehman, Tiffany Kilmer, 
and Dona Park.

Campus
News
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Lynn Jackson
The only new board mem-
ber, Lynn is vice president 
for enrollment manage-
ment at Goshen College. 
Her desire for Bethany is 
that the 

school continues to be 
a place where “students 
receive a college prep 
curriculum through a 
Christian perspective.”

She attends Kern 
Road Mennonite 
Church, where she 
serves as coordinator 
for youth activities and 
as a member on the 
hospitality committee.

For a list of  all board 
members, see bethanycs.
net/board.

Board Member

Benji Hurst
Benji serves as athletic 
director and teaches middle 
school phys ed. He gradu-
ated from Goshen Col-
lege in 1994 with a B.A. in 
elementary education and a 
science endorsement. In 2005 he completed 
a master’s in technology education at Ball 
State University.

Following graduation from college, Benji 
taught sixth grade in Berne, Ind., for two 
years and then middle school science and 
technology education at Goshen Middle 
School since 1997. In addition to teaching 
he has coached basketball, football, track, 
and cross country, serving the past two years 
as track coach at Bethany.

Benji and his wife Leah have two child
ren: Katie (’14) and Simon (’17). They 
attend Waterford Mennonite Church. In 
prior church settings he has served as a 
Sunday school teacher for youth.

Having had a child as a student at Beth-
any for two years now, Benji, who chose to 
attend public school primarily to participate 
in programs not available at Bethany at the 
time, notes that had he known then what he 
knows now, he would have made a different 
decision. He says, “I have come to value the 
opportunities Bethany provides for students 
to grow as a whole person, not just academ-
ically, but socially and spiritually as well.”

In recent years, Benji has had a grow-
ing sense of  calling to Bethany, and he’s 
excited about the opportunities his new role 
affords. He says, “I am truly excited to be 
joining Bethany Christian Schools. Bethany 
is well known for developing individual 
student’s gifts, high academic achievement, 
and a strong sense of  community. I believe 
these values are also a strong foundation for 
a quality athletic program. I am glad to serve 
with student athletes, faculty, staff, and par-
ents to see that Bruin athletics continue to 
grow as a positive and successful program.”

New
Faculty

Nathan Swartzendruber
Nathan teaches vocal mu-
sic and handbell choir. A 
graduate of  Iowa Mennonite 
School (2005) and Goshen 
College (2009), he served 
this past year as children’s 
music director at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Mishawaka, Ind.

In August he married college classmate 
Grace Eidmann. They attend Sunnyside 
Mennonite Church where he is involved in 
music and song leading.

Nathan is excited to be at Bethany and 
says, “I remember how significant a Chris-
tian education was to me in high school. 
Now I look forward to being on the other 
side of  the classroom. I am thrilled at how 
Bethany emphasizes the arts, and find it 
refreshing how students can just pick up a 
hymnal and sing. Truly refreshing.”
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Schedule
This year the BCS Bul-
letin will be published 
three times: late fall/
early winter, spring, 
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Births

Brett Sherman (’88) and Mira Grieser, Mt. Rainer, 
Md., daughter Willa Claire, May 30, 2010.
Julian (’94) and Elizabeth Kauffmann, Jersey City, 
N.J., daughter Elke Louise, Sept. 9, 2010.
Lisa Koop (’95) and Robert Breck Herber, Chicago, 
Ill., son Leo, June 8, 2010.
Amy Thut (’95, F’05-) and Greg Imbur, Goshen, 
daughter Natalie Grace, Sept. 16, 2010.
Jessica Bontreger (’97) and Jay Lapp (’97), Ann 
Arbor, Mich., daughter Nola Jeanette, Sept. 14, 2010.
June (Miller ’99) and Russell Entz, Whitewater, 
Kan., daughter Emma Marie, June 10, 2010.
Danielle (’04 Anderson) and Travis Faulkner, 
Goldsboro, N.C., daughter Emma Rochelle, July 19, 
2010.
Matt (F’03-) and Courtney Miller, Goshen, son 
Judah, June 12, 2010.
Sarah (S’08-) and Matt Moyer, Goshen, daughter 
Gracelyn Elizabeth, July 14, 2010. 

See online obituaries at 
bethanycs.net/alumni/obits

A. J. Miller (’57), Goshen, June 27, 2010.
Sherry (Stutzman ’57) Weaver, Laramie, Wyo., June 
28, 2008.
Richard Hostetler (’58), Lansing, Mich., Feb. 14, 
2010.
John J. Miller (’61), Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 1, 2010. 
Richard Friesen (’62), Argentina, Aug. 11, 2010.
Harriet (Scharrer ’63) Yoder, Prineville, Ore., 
June 3, 2010.
Leon J. Yoder (’68), Middlebury, Ind., Sept. 14, 
2010.
Jim Boyts (Board ’68-69), Hesston, Kan., June 12, 
2010. 
Roy Koch (Faculty ’75-83), Goshen, June 12, 2010.
Stanley Shenk (Board ’71-74), Goshen, Sept. 2, 
2010.

Deaths

Calendar
 December 2010
 9 Ten Thousand Villages Shopping Day
 10 HS Christmas Concert, 7:30 p.m. at 

Sauder Concert Hall
 14 Alumni Night (free admission for 

alumni to boys basketball game)

January 2011
	 3-14 J Term, Job Shadow, Senior Trip

February 2011
	24, 26-27 I Never Saw Another Butterfly. See 

bethanycs.net/butterfly
	21-25 MS Spiritual Life Week

March 2011
18-20 MRM Orchestra Festival at 

Central Christian (Kidron, Ohio)
	19-20 MS Choir Festival at Lake Center 

Christian School (Hartville, Ohio)
	 25 Benefit Auction (see sidebar at left)

News at bethanycs.net
Spiritual Life Week. Theme of  “Don’t Be 
Afraid” challenged high school students to 
identify their fears and provided tools to 
overcome them. See /SLW_HS_2010-11.

National Merit Semifinalist: Taylor Ann 
Krahn was one of  six selected from Elkhart 
County. See /Merit_Semifinalist_2010.

High Test Scores: Students’ scores on SAT 
and graduation-qualifying exams exceed 
state and national averages. See /SAT_2010 
and /ISTEP_ECA_2010.

Innovative Science and Technology: 
Sixth graders take initiative in expanding 
their science learning (see /science6_1009) 
and teachers see results of  technology scope 
and sequence begun last year. See /technol-
ogy_reflector101013.

Valuing Diversity: Sixth graders learn from 
conflict transformation experts visiting from 
India. See /hmi_101023.

Paraguayan Exchange: Bethany hosts 
students from Mennonite-affiliated school 
in Paraguay. See /schweitzer10.

Benefit 
Auction
The annual benefit 
auction (with bake sale 
and food)—formerly 
known as Fun Fest—
will be March 25, 
2011. The children’s 
carnival was held in 
conjunction with the 
fall fish fry.
Auction items will 
be published in an 
auction catalog, 
available at bethanycs.
net/Benefit_Auction 
by late February 2011. 
Everyone is invited 
to participate as a 
donor and/or buyer. 
Contact the office to 
donate auction items, 
baked goods, money 
to cover expenses, and 
volunteer help.

Visit Days
Feb. 14 and March 28, 2011

UB Bruin Club
Students in grades 3-5 who 
plan to attend Bethany or 
want to explore that option are 
invited to join this club. Children can make 
friends with future classmates through fun 
monthly activities. For more information, 
see bethanycs.net/UB_Bruin_Club or 
contact Rachel Roth Sawatzky at 574 534-
2567 or admissions@bethanycs.net.

New

Marriage and News notes on p. 6.

Campus
News
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Greg began in August 2010 as conference 
administrator for Indiana-Michigan Menno
nite Conference, completing the confer-
ence’s three-person administrative team 
(along with Dan Miller, conference pastor, 
and Doug Kaufman (’85), conference pastor 
for leadership transitions).

After graduating from Bethany, Greg 
earned a Bible and religion degree from 
Goshen College and a master’s in public 
administration from the University of  South 
Carolina. He counseled young people in the 
military while in Mennonite Voluntary Ser-
vice in Chicago. After that he was executive 
director of  Quaker House in Fayetteville, 
N.C., and for five years administrator at 
Warwick River Christian School, Newport 
News, Va., a member of  Mennonite Schools 
Council. Greg is also a certified sign lan-
guage interpreter.

Greg married Sue Leatherman in 1994. 
Their son, Luke, was born in 2003, and they 
adopted their daughter, Tessa, as a newborn 
in 2006.

Share about your sense of  call to 
this position? My childhood dream was 
never, “become an administrator.” Frankly, 
I would worry about a child with such a 
dream. Much of  the work I have done since 
college has been missional and outside the 
traditional Mennonite world. My rather odd 
combination of  nonprofit management, 
communication, counseling, technology, 
and even expertise in building maintenance 
seemed to be a good fit here. And my 
recent work analyzing and realigning tasks 
resembled some of  the work the Missional 
Leadership Team desired here.

What have you valued about your 
Christian education experiences as a 
student? Though I was born in Goshen, 
my parents, Elson (’58) and Verna (’59 
Yoder) Sommers, settled our family in a 
place in Pennsylvania with no Mennonites, 
where much of  my faith formation hap-
pened among Methodists. I returned to 
Goshen as a boarding student at Bethany, 

living with different 
host families and 
attending differ-
ent congregations 
each of  my three 
years there. (What 
a wonderful gesture 
of  grace, to accept 
a teenager into your 
household for a 
year!) The diversity 
of  faith expressions 
I encountered helped me better understand 
and appreciate people with different points 
of  view. At Bethany I further developed my 
belief  system and grew closer to God while 
getting a great education. What more could 
one ask for?

Is Christian education relevant for the 
mission of  the church? Mennonite educa-
tion serves a vital purpose in the care and 
nurture of  families. Compare the amount of  
time students spend in school to the faith 
instruction time with parents or in church. 
Are we serious about raising and equipping 
well-educated, ardent Christians to enjoy 
lives of  faithful service? If  so, then we need 
to develop and sustain faith development 
and educational resources like Bethany. 

See also bethanycs.net/gsommers80_10. Some 
information excerpted from Sept./Oct. Gospel 
Evangel. See these sources for a fuller story.

Greg Leatherman Sommers (’80): New Conference Administrator

New Author
Annette Britton (’76), 
Chicago, Ill., and Phoe-
nix, Ariz., has authored 
5 Black Women Inc., 
a collection of 25 auto-
biographical stories, 
including some from 
her time as a student 
at Bethany.

Her life experiences 
from perspectives of 
great poverty to great 
wealth have fueled her 
passion to transform 
the world, one com-
munity at a time. See 
fiveblackwomen.com.

Her most recent 
endeavor is as story
teller, returning to 
Bethany this fall to 
speak with students. 
See bethanycs.net/
britton76_10.

Alum Stories at bethanycs.net
2010 County Athletic Hall of  Fame: Lori 
(Mast ’90) Miller. See /countyhall_2010.

Woman with a Plan: Sarah Lederman (’09). 
See /slederman09_10.

Lifetime Service Awards: Nancy Chupp 
(’83), Dan Bodiker (Faculty 1964-2007), and 
Bj Leichty (Board 2006-09) honored. 
See /GC_alumni_awards_2010.

Street Name Honors Alfonso Valtierra 
(’62): See /avaltierra62_10.

For these and other alumni stories, see 
bethanycs.net/alumni.

Alumni
News
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Notes

Anita (Yoder ’78) and Bryan Kehr (’78, Faculty 
’96-10) moved to North Newton, Kan., in Aug. 2010. 
Anita pastors at First Mennonite Church of  Newton. 
Bryan is women’s soccer coach, phys ed instructor, 
and director of  intramurals at Hesston College.
Susie Lambright (’89) began serving as director of  
community life at LCC International University (for-
merly Lithuania Christian College) in August 2010.
Megan Ramer (’94), Chicago, pastor at Community 
Mennonite Church, was the keynote speaker for the 
2010 Women in Conversation retreats, Living a Life 
of  Gratitude, co-sponsored by Mennonite Women 
USA and Laurelville Mennonite Retreat Center.
Jonny Gerig Meyer (’04) is an adjunct professor in 
Bible, religion, and philosophy at Goshen College.
Kristen Fath (’06) graduated with a nursing degree 
from Goshen College in May and now works on the 
intensive care unit at Indiana University Hospital in 
Indianapolis.
Kyle Stiffney (’06) received the Indiana Certified 
Public Accountants Society Award, which is given to 
the top senior accounting major at Goshen College.
Mike Fecher (’08), a 2010 Goshen College Maple 
Scholar, worked on a summer research project on the 
impacts of  the domestication of  chickens.
Stephanie Hollenberg (’07) was awarded a 2010 
Fund for Theological Education Undergraduate 
Fellowship from Lilly Endowment, which recog-
nizes students who have gifts for leadership and are 
exploring ministry as a vocation.
Tim Lehman (Faculty ’02-) is an adjunct professor 
in history and political science at Goshen College.

Marriages

April Slaubaugh (’92) and Gary Price, Egeland, 
N.D., June 4, 2010. April works as a CNA in a 
nursing home.
Michelle Norman (’95) and John Hillegas, Goshen, 
Sept. 25, 2010. Both are employed by Mennonite 
Central Committee in Harlan, Ky.
Eric Saner (’00) and Andrea Dalton, Goshen, 
Aug. 28, 2010.
Tom Stahly (’01) and Jill Lehman, Goshen, Aug. 21, 
2010.
Julia Gingrich (’03) and Josh Weaver, Elkhart, Ind., 
Oct. 30, 2010.
Jordan Mumaw (’04) and Jami Folker, Goshen, 
July 24, 2010.
Colin Yoder (’04) and Mackenzie Long, Goshen, 
Sept. 18, 2010.
Kelly Shenk (’04) and Peter Koontz (’04), New 
York City, N.Y., Aug. 7, 2010.
Sae Chan Lee (’05) and Soon Ha Yoon, Seoul, 
South Korea, July 3, 2010.
Abby Miller (’05) and Andy Findley, Elkhart, Ind., 
Aug. 21, 2010.
Adie Gerig (’06) and Jesse Heyerly, Arlington, Ore., 
Aug. 14, 2010.
Trevor Daugherty (’07) and Breanna Lange, 
Pettisville, Ohio, July 24, 2010.
Keren Martin (’07) and Wes Klassen (’07), 
Goshen, Oct. 2, 2010.

Alumni
News

Alumni Entering/Extending Service Assignments
Gabe (’03) and Bethany (’03) Bauman Baker, Albuquerque, N.M., MMN Service Adventure unit leaders. See 
their article on “Serving Those Who Serve Others” at bethanycs.net/bauman03_10.
Jes Buller (’04), Colombia, MCC Seed, church/community advocate; in February 2011 she begins a two-year 
assignment as co-coordinator of  Seed in Colombia. See her article at bethanycs.net/JesBuller04_10.
Natasha Diener (’03), Bolivia, MCC SALT, afterschool program worker.
Jonathan (’01) and Julie Fridley, Albany, Ore., MMN Service Adventure unit leaders.
Joe Friesen (’06), MVS, communication/outreach coordinator at Madison Audubon Society/Renew Wisconsin
Tim Gautsche (’09), Raleigh, N.C., Service Adventure, construction assistant with Habitat for Humanity.
Melissa Gingerich (’05), Baltimore, Md., MVS, social media associate, Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service.
Judy (’70 Zimmerman) Herr, Kenya, MCC, associate director for East Africa.
Karsten Hess (’10), Bolivia, MMN Radical Journey.
Joel King (’06), Indonesia, MCC SALT, agricultural program assistant.
Heidi (’99 Stoltzfus) and Mike McHugh, Philippi, W.V., MMN Service Adventure group leaders.
Lana Miller (’94), Cambodia, MCC representative for southeast Asia.
J.D. Nafziger (’10), Bolivia, MMN Radical Journey.
Elizabeth Nafziger (’06), Washington, D.C., MVS, medical clinic coordinator with Bread for the City.
Michelle (’95 Norman) Hillegas, Harlan, Ky., MCC SWAP location coordinator.
Andrew Shenk (’06), Madison, Wis., MVS, gleaners specialist at Community Action Coalition.
Ben Shenk (’05), La Jara, Colo., MVS, Habitat for Humanity project coordinator.
Rebekah Shenk (’04), Elkhart, Ind., MVS, food pantry volunteer at Church Community Services and the YMCA.
MMN=Mennonite Mission Network, MVS=Mennonite Voluntary Service, MCC=Mennonite Central Committee

Summer 
Inquiry
Two alumni developed 
leadership skills in sum-
mer camping and ministry 
inquiry programs through 
Goshen College: 
Emily Bowman (’08), 
camping at Camp Squeah, 
Hope, B.C.; Stephanie 
Hollenberg (’07), ministry 
at Mennonite Church of  
Normal, Ill.

Serving at 
Amigo Centre
Fifteen Bethany students 
or alumni served as 2010 
summer staff  at Amigo 
Centre, Indiana-Michigan 
Mennonite Conference’s 
camp and retreat center:

Daniel Buschert (’09)
Emily Grimes (’10) 
Robby Heydon (’10)
Elias Kehr (’09)
Maya Kehr (’06)
Addie (Miller ’05) Leaman
Danae Miller (’10)
Jen Sharkey (’09) 
Jonny Shenk (’09)
Andrew Slagel (’12)
Luke Slagel (’09)
Alisha Snyder (’09)
Andrew Snyder (’13) 
Jen Snyder (’08) 
Natalie Thorne (’13).
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Alumni
News

Alumni 
Weekend
The second annual 
alumni weekend was 
held Sept. 24-25, 
2010.

Approximately 250 
alumni, former fac-
ulty, spouses, and 
children attended the 
weekend, which in-
cluded class reunions 
(for classes ending in 
0 or 5), tours of the 
school, an evening 
banquet, children’s 
activities, and compli-
mentary admission to 
the Bethany-Westview 
boys soccer game 
(Bethany won 2-0).

Photos of the class 
reunions are available 
to view/download 
at bethanycs.net/
reunions/2010.

The next alumni 
weekend will be Sept. 
23-24, 2011, with 
reunions for classes 
ending in 1 or 6. 
Information on these 
class reunions will be 
posted at bethanycs.
net/reunions as it 
becomes available.

Reunions: A Faith Story
—Eva Lapp (’11), see full article at bethanycs.net/alumni/100924_reflector

High school reunions provide an opportunity to reconnect with former classmates and see 
how life has shaped each person. Sometimes people you didn’t interact with much in teen 
years are the people you connect with most in adult years. You are given the chance to build 
relationships as adults rather than having only high school memories. Reunions represent, as 
guidance counselor Jim Buller (’71) describes, “a faith story.”

As high school students, we haven’t begun to have our own class reunions. Yet, this alum-
ni weekend can be a reminder for us to enjoy our high school years and the purpose that fu-
ture reunions will hold. To those already looking past high school, reunions give a chance to 
imagine what our lives will become as adults. Who will return to Bethany as a faculty or staff  
member? Who will have the most kids? Who will be the professional athlete? The journeys 
we take from this point onward will be remembered and shared at reunions as we each begin 
to write our own “faith story.”

50-year reunion, class of ’60: (front) Rachel (Holsomback) Yoder, Karon (Miller) Weaver, Carol 
E. (Yoder) Schaaf, Marilyn (Quiring) Huffman, Phyllis (Dintamin) Stutzman, Marcia (Kauffman) 
Clark, Mary (Mullet) Stutzman, Esther (Miller) Miller, Karen Leinbach; (row 2) Shirley (Miller) 
Miller, Eleanor (Babcock) Buskirk, Shirley J. (Miller) Hamilton, Dorothy Troyer, Martha (Miller) 
Hartman, Veradine (Wilson) Berkey, Dorcas (Miller) Steider, Dorene (Miller) Kauffman, Waneta 
(Mast) Haarer, Judy (Crossgrove) Schwartz; (row 3) Ken Stauffer, John Miller, Truman Good, 
Kenneth Farmwald, Lon Erb, Erv Miller, David D. Yoder, Merlin Grieser, Larry Lehman, Don Stahly, 
Ruth (Yoder) Lengacher; (back) Royce Farmwald, Roger Yoder, Ron Davidhizar, Allen Morningstar, 
Lowell Miller, Ron Martin, Darrel Diener.

25-year reunion, class of ’85: (front) John Gerber, Kim Riegsecker, Larry Guengerich, Margaret 
Jeschke, Barb (Yoder) Stutzman, Anita (Miller) Yoder, Jen (Herr) Drescher; (middle) Cheryl 
(Detweiler) Nester-Detweiler, Doug Schleining, Robbie Miller, Lonna Stoltzfus, Julio Martinez, 
Linda (Martin) Burkholder, Hope (Guedea) Miller, Keith Mullett, Eric Miranda; (back) Tim 
Schmucker, Jonathan Bornman, Kevin Miller, David Jeschke, Troy Risser, Jeanne Liechty, Vonda 
Litwiller, Kevin Kauffman, Doug Kaufman, Brian Loucks.
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Community: Sharing Christ’s Love
Part 3: Winning at Love
Bethany’s boys tennis team won a school-record 18 
matches this season. However, coach Matt Miller was 
just as excited about what happened to the team off  
the court. He says, “We see the tennis team as a family, 
because community can be one of  the most important 
things in life. Athletics can help students understand 
what community can be and grow in faith as we process 
sport, faith, and life issues together.”

Miller intentionally works at building community, just 
as he works to help players develop tennis skills. This 
year the team used 2 Peter 1:5-8 as a focus for growing 
together and learning to “win at love.”

Miller told his team, “I cannot guarantee that you 
will always play your best, that my coaching advice will 
always work, or that we will win a given match. But if  
love is our primary goal, then friendships will be forged 
and memories made, and retold, with a peace that 
comes from doing it the right way. This season, we will 
win. We will win at love.”

During the team’s camp, Miller asked his players to 
find a way to share love with others. Some took food to 
workers at area businesses. Others cleaned up trash at 
Baintertown Park or carried groceries for people from 
the store to their car. All valued the time spent doing 
something together while serving others.

Team captain and senior Ben Mast says, “We grow 
as a team when we do things together. And it is great 
to know that our coach cares about making us better 
people, not only better tennis players.”

Varsity fall sports teams combined for a 60-33-4 record. 
The boys soccer team won the Goshen sectional and a 
fourth consecutive conference championship. Junior Femi 
Hollinger-Janzen was the boys soccer area scoring leader 
and earned all-district honors. Senior Ben Mast earned all-
district and academic all-state honors in boys tennis.

Athletes Spike Out Cancer
Bethany and Goshen volleyball teams collaborat-
ed for the second year to support breast cancer 
awareness by wearing pink and white uniforms 
and donating all gate receipts, concession 
money, and T-shirt proceeds from the Oct. 5 
contest at Bethany to Elkhart County organi-
zations that help fight breast cancer. More than 
$3,000 was raised. Bethany’s cross country team 
also purchased T-shirts for a home meet and the girls bas-
ketball team participated in Middlebury’s run for the cure.  
Read more at bethanycs.net /spikeoutcancer_101005.


