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ethany Christian Schools

From the Principal
Article 21 of  the Confession of  Faith in a 
Mennonite Perspective (1995) calls us to live 
as “stewards of  God’s earth . . . to care for 
the earth and to bring rest and renewal to 
the land and everything that lives on it.”

Bethany’s commitment to stewardship 
of  the earth is deep and longstanding. For 
more than 20 years, ninth-grade students 
in Environmental Science class have learned 
about creation care—from reducing pol-
lution of  our waterways to recycling, from 
conserving water to rehabilitating wetlands, 
and from gardening to shifting reliance to 
renewable energy.

This emphasis continues today as 
students work in Bethany’s vegetable 
garden—seeding, weeding, watering, 
and harvesting vegetables for use in 
the cafeteria. It continues as students 
test water quality on the Elkhart River 
and study the wetlands on our campus, 

designed and developed as a vibrant 
alternative to a retention pond.

Bethany’s Campaign for Sustainability, to 
be launched on May 18, initiates an excit-
ing new chapter in Bethany’s commitment 
to stewardship of  God’s earth. Plans call 
for shifting from fossil fuels to renewable 
energy, conserving water, harvesting light, 
and monitoring the impact of  our conser-
vation efforts.

A key goal for the Campaign for 
Sustainability is to enable students to 
develop a personal faith commitment to 
become responsible stewards as they plan 
their homes and make 
other decisions as 
adult consumers. In 
the realm of  creation 
care too, Bethany 
seeks Learning that 
lasts. Faith that lives.

—Allan Dueck

A Bright
Future

Cover: Bethany Board. 
(front) Barb Smucker,  
M i che l l e  Ho rn i ng , 
M a r s h a  B u s e n t i z 
King; (middle) Linford 
Martin,   John Troyer, 
Sharon Yoder, Randy 
Christophel; (back) Dave 
Hawkins, Jim Alvarez; 
(not pictured) Steve 
Brenneman, Rachel 
Lehman Stoltzfus.

Board Positioned to Lead
Effective governance is built on realistic 
board assessment and commitment to 
dynamic and ongoing board development. 
With that in mind, the Bethany Board of  
Directors has worked hard to assess what is 
working and what could be strengthened.  

Twice over the past five years, the board 
and administrative leaders have engaged in 
a self-assessment process with an external 
consultant, Rick Stiffney, to identify what 
areas were already going well and how their 
ongoing work could be strengthened. Out 
of  these assessments emerged a new com-
mitment to framing board work as fiduciary, 
strategic, and generative leadership. 

“I have been impressed by the commit-
ment of  this board,” says Principal Allan 
Dueck. “In addition to their hard work on 
strategic planning, the board has intention-
ally worked at continuous improvement 
for governance and organizational devel-
opment.” Illustrating their commitment 
is the fact that board members faithfully 

participate in the biannual Education Leaders 
Gathering, a joint Mennonite Schools Coun-
cil-Mennonite Education Agency in-service 
designed to strengthen board use of  best 
practices in governance.   

Bethany’s board, appointed by Indiana-
Michigan Mennonite Conference, provides 
oversight and governance consistent with 
the beliefs and values of  the conference and 
Mennonite Church USA. The eleven board 
members are actively involved in member 
congregations and bring diverse gifts and 
life experiences to the table, including pas-
tors, business owners, an IU Health hospital 
CEO, and an Everence vice president.

“Bethany has a long tradition of  educa-
tional excellence; we as a board have com-
mitted to model that level of  excellence in 
leadership,” states board chair Sharon Yo-
der. “This is a particularly strong group of  
individuals with diverse perspectives. As we 
begin our search for a new head of  school, 
we are well-positioned for the future.”

See Principal Dueck to Retire on p. 4
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A Bright
Future

On Sunday, May 18, at 4:15 p.m., Bethany 
Christian Schools will publicly launch a 
Capital Campaign for Sustainability to 
fund urgently-needed and energy-efficient 
green technology, computer technology, and 
endowment needs.

The Campaign represents a unique op-
portunity to position Bethany for an endur-
ing future and we hope that you will be able 
to join us for this exciting event!
Faithful Stewards

For 60 years, Bethany has enabled stu-
dents to discover the call to follow Christ 
and live out their faith in the church and the 
world. Indeed, Bethany fosters “learning 
that lasts and faith that lives.”

We in the Bethany community embrace 
our various roles as faithful stewards: 
faculty who provide a safe, stimulating, 
and faith-filled Bethany experience for 
students who choose Bethany; alumni who 
live out Bethany values; board members 
who govern and guide Bethany’s mission; 
and Bethany friends who provide financial 
resources. Together we are stewards of  the 
physical plant and landscape that comprise 
our campus. 
A New Frontier

Responding to advances in computer and 
green technology, Bethany commissioned a 
Campaign Planning Task Force in 2011 to 
investigate and analyze opportunities to in-
corporate the latest cost-saving technology 
applications at Bethany. 

This task force toured state-of-the-art 
facilities, met with energy industry experts, 
reviewed findings of  a feasibility energy 
audit, and analyzed options.

This led the task force to evaluate the 
implementation of  green technology plant 
upgrades, assess opportunities for forward-
looking computer technologies, examine 
financial alternatives for ensuring that 
initiatives would be sustainable and would 
position Bethany as a steward of  resources 
congruent with Mennonite values.

A New Vision for Sustainability

We envision a transformation of  the 
Bethany campus into a “living learning lab” 
where students and adults practice sustain-
ability at new levels in their daily activities, 
giving added meaning to the expression: “At 
Bethany, we live what we teach.”

We anticipate bene-
fits such as an enhanced 
classroom learning 
environment, lower 
costs due to improved 
energy conservation and 
efficiency, the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate 
faith-based earth care 
values, and the differen-
tiation of  Bethany as a 
leading-edge educational 
institution.

We believe the 
Campaign will enable 
members and friends of  
the Bethany community 
to further fulfill our 
call to live as “faithful 
stewards of  all that God 
has entrusted to us.”

Campaign Planning Task Force
Bob Steury (’73), president of  Veada and Task Force chair; 
Wilbur Bontrager, chair of  Jayco; Allan Dueck, Bethany 
principal; Dave Hawkins, president of  Hawkins Water Tech; 
Mike Laudick, senior consultant at Laudick/Brown & Associates; 
Bob Miller, co-founder of  Das Dutchman Essenhaus; Galen 
Miller (’70), president of  Miller Poultry; Pooja Patel (’12), student 
representative; Scott Richer, Bethany advancement director; Peter 
Schrock (’12), student representative; Amy Thut (’95), Bethany 
Environmental Science teacher; Alan Weldy, vice president at IU 
Health Goshen; Daryl Zook (’68), president of  K-Z, Inc.

Genesis Riley (’20) benefits from Bethany’s one-
to-one computer program launched in fall 2013.

Capital Campaign for Sustainability
Program Followed by a Reception

4:15 p.m. Sunday, May 18
Contact Scott Richer at 574 534-2567 or saricher@bethanycs.net

Bethany to Launch Capital Campaign for Sustainability
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Campus
News

Principal Dueck to Retire
Allan Dueck, Bethany’s principal, 
announced his retirement, effective 
December 31, 2014.

“I count it a profound privilege to have 
been able to serve at Bethany—a place that 
has welcomed my gifts and encouraged 
my growth as a professional and disciple 
of  Christ,” says Dueck. “To work with 

colleagues, board 
members, parents, 
donors, and friends 
committed to nurtur-
ing young people to 
develop their gifts in 
light of  Christ’s call 
on their lives has been 
a wonderful vocation. 

I’ve been deeply impressed with the integra-
tion of  faith development with academic 
excellence here at Bethany.”

During Dueck’s 19-year tenure he has led 
the school through stages of  innovation in 
administration and curriculum. He also led 
the school through several waves of  growth 
and development. His acumen as a school 
administrator is well known.

“The board has been very pleased with 
Allan’s accomplishments,” says Board Chair 
Sharon Yoder. “With his strong work ethic 
and excellent administrative skills, Allan kept 

Search Committee
Jim Alvarez, chair, chief  financial 
officer at Everence; Wes Bontreger, 
pastor of  Yellow Creek Mennonite 
Church; Andy Kaethler, assistant 
professor of  Christian Formation 
and Culture at Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary; Dan Miller, ex officio, 
conference pastor of  Indiana-Michigan 
Mennonite Conference; Joel Miller, 
development and facilities manager at 
Das Dutchman Essenhaus; Rachel 
Lehman Stoltzfus, senior executive for 
human resources at Mennonite Mission 
Network; Sharon Yoder, ex officio, 
pastor of  Olive Mennonite Church

Succession Committee
Randy Christophel, chair, president 
and chief  executive officer at IU 
Health Goshen; Michelle Horning, 
professor of  accounting at Goshen 
College; Sharon Yoder, pastor of  Olive 
Mennonite Church

Earlier this school year, 
s ix th graders  read 
poetry they wrote to 
Allan in his office.

Bethany within budget year after year. He 
was willing to make difficult decisions dur-
ing hard economic times and found creative 
ways to fuel growth and attract students.”

The board has developed plans for the 
leadership transition, creating succession 
and search committees.

Margaret Fisher helping a young 
Bright Time camper.

Margaret Fisher: 1952-2014
Margaret Fisher, who worked at Bethany since 1998 and 
served as librarian since 2007, succumbed to cancer on 
Sunday, Feb. 23. She had been diagnosed with mesothe-
lioma just three months earlier.

Margaret readily shared her love for reading and 
learning with students and colleagues. She was also 
known for her gentle spirit, quick wit, and joy.

Bethany plans to plant a tree on campus in her mem-
ory and to use funds donated by friends and colleagues 
to purchase books and resources in areas Margaret was 
seeking to build Bethany’s library collection.



BULLETIN Spring 2014   5BCS 

Campus
News

Civil Rights Urban Immersion
Sitting in a Chicago neighborhood restau-
rant, junior Carole Evans and several other 
Civil Rights J-Term students watched a news 
report of  yet another act of  violence—not 
in Chicago, but a random shooting at a 
grocery store back home in Elkhart County. 
The news reinforced what she and her 
classmates had been learning—violence isn’t 
just an issue in poor neighborhoods of  big 
cities. She says, “It is good to go to Chicago 
to learn, and to help those in need, but we 
can make a difference back home too.”

In addition to realizing anew that vio-
lence isn’t just a big-city issue, students also 
became more aware that they can be safe in 
places often perceived as dangerous, such as 
poor urban neighborhoods. When Bethany 
students first arrived in Chicago, the direc-
tor of  the Chicago DOOR program told 
them, “you will be uncomfortable, but you 
will also be safe.” And they were uncom-
fortable—and troubled—as they saw a dif-
ferent side of  Chicago from the wealth of  
the downtown shopping and tourist district 
they previously knew: dilapidated houses, 
disparity among racially-segregated neigh-
borhoods, and larger numbers of  people 
living on the street or in shelters.

Sophomore Ryan Oostland notes, “When 
we drive the Skyway to downtown Chicago, 
we pass over and see from a distance those 
neighborhoods where ‘we don’t go.’ This 
time we went.” 

A highlight for junior Kati Quiggle was 
interacting with people as the students 
served in soup kitchens, shelters, thrift 
shops, nursing homes, and after-school pro-
grams. She found these opportunities en-
lightening and rewarding and says, “People I 
met were different in that everyone has their 
own story, with different experiences than I, 
yet they are quite normal. They are like me.”

Another highlight for many students 
was listening to stories from a Baptist pas-
tor whom they affectionately called Mama 
Brenda. As she shared stories from her work 
in counseling teens, students saw a differ-

ent side of  some issues they also face. For 
ninth-grader Daniel Robles, Mama Brenda’s 
stories of  working with children who have 
been bullied brought back painful memories 
of  his own experiences during elementary 
school—of  being bullied to the point of  
not wanting to live any more—and he is 
thankful that he no longer experiences that.

Prior to their week 
in Chicago, students 
studied civil rights 
history and current is-
sues, including slavery 
and its lasting effects 
on American soci-
ety, the Civil Rights 
movement, and more 
recent events such as 
the fatal shooting of  
Trayvon Martin two 
years ago.

Eric Kaufmann, 
who developed and 
taught the course 
says, “Helping stu-
dents understand the past is important as 
they grapple with present-day civil rights 
issues that are rooted in injustices from the 
past. And it is gratifying to see students con-
nect their faith to the issues at hand.”

Annie Hu, Ting-Ting He, 
and Zoe Hunley serve in 
a Chicago food kitchen.

Bright Time 
Summer Camp

June 9-13, 2014

40+ camps

age 3 – rising 
grade 8

$15-40 per camp
plus Shine On 
Campcare

register at 
bethanycs.net/

brighttime

News at bethanycs.net
MCC Essay Contest: Krahn (’14) national 
winner; two receive honorable mention. 
Read essays at /mcc_essays_2014.
State Speech: Bethany places fifth in class 
A. Read more at /speech_state_2014.
Virtual Learning Day: an alternative to 
canceling school for snow. See /vld_2014.
Mock Murder Investigation: Law ed 
students arrest teacher in simulated case. 
See /law-ed_investigation_2013-14.
Teacher Creativity Fellowship: Calvin 
Swartzendruber receives $10,000 grant. 
See /Lilly_tcf_swartzendruber2014.
New Faculty: Laurina Graber-Ditzler and 
Veva Mumaw joined faculty in January. 
See /faculty_new_2013_sem2.
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Notes

Larry Lehman (’60), Salem, Ind., retired from the 
Indiana Department of  Natural Resources after 33 
years of  service as a fish management biologist.
Laura (Yoder ’92) Moshier and family moved to 
Goshen in August 2013; husband Jason has an inter-
nal medicine practice through IU Health Goshen.
Judy Clemens (’87) published Leave Tomorrow Behind 
(Stella Crown mystery series) in December 2013.
Sarah Thompson (’02), Chicago, Ill., was named 
executive director for Christian Peacemaker Teams.
Jenna Liechty Martin (’03) began as executive 
director at Camp Friedenswald in January 2014.

Alumni
News

Marriages

Heidi Birky (’98) and Tyler Sawatzky (’90), 
Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 28, 2013.
Kayla Miller (’02) and Kenneth Baker, 
Harrisonburg, Va., Nov. 2, 2013.
Emily Swartzentruber (’05) and Matthew Carter, 
Santa Rosa, Calif., June 29, 2013.
Anjuli Bauman (’06) and Zachary Sears, 
Albuquerque, N.M., Feb. 14, 2014.
Jeremy Troyer (’12) and Alanna Wise, Middlebury, 
Ind., Jan 3, 2014.

See online obituaries at 
bethanycs.net/alumni/obits

Rosamae (Stauffer ’56) Hershberger, Elkhart, 
Ind., Nov. 30, 2013.

Galen Eash (’57), Fargo, N.D., March 16, 2014.

Janice (Stahly ’57) Yoder, Goshen, Jan. 21, 2014.

Allen R. Troyer (’67), Elkhart, Ind., Nov. 13, 2013.

Chad Friesen (’86), Elkhart, Ind., Nov. 15, 2013.

Catherine Friesen (’90), Milwaukee, Wis., Jan. 27,  
2014.

Deaths

Births

Amy Thut (’95, F’05-) and Greg Imbur, Goshen, 
son Jonathan Daniel, Dec. 23, 2013.
Lisa Bently (’00) and Michael Miller, Auckland, New 
Zealand, daughter Indiana Jacqueline, July 30, 2013.
Aaron (’00) and Stephanie Wieand, Goshen, son 
Micah Jonathan, Feb. 10, 2014.
Charley Cripe (’01ng) and Ashleigh Behme, Carmel, 
Ind., son Jack Allen, January 21,2014.
Traci (’01) and Jared Yoder Stoltzfus, Phoenix, Ariz., 
daughter Dahlia Ruth, Sept. 26, 2013.
Jonny (’04) and Hannah (’04) Gerig Meyer, 
Goshen, daughter Gracie Rose, Nov. 25, 2013. 
Grandparent is Brenda (Hostetler ’75) Meyer.
Rebecca (Plaster ’05) and Josh Davidhizar, 
Goshen, daughter Emerson Rose, March 4, 2014.

Alum Stories at bethanycs.net
Coun

Preparing the Way
“We are willing to make the same financial 
sacrifice that our parents made for us,” says 
Sheyla Avilés Colòn, who attended Beth-
any for two years (1990-92) as a boarding 
student from Aibonito, Puerto Rico. Both 
she and family friend Rafael Santos (’88) so 

strongly valued their 
experience as students 
at Bethany—and the 
sacrifice their parents 
made to provide them 
that opportunity—that 
they, along with their 
spouses, not only hope 
to do the same for 
their children, but are 
preparing for that to 
happen.

Two years ago Sheyla’s husband read 
about Bethany’s Bright Time camp in the 
BCS Bulletin. That spurred conversation 
between them and with Rafael and his wife 
about their families using the Bright Time 
camp as an opportunity for their children 
to become familiar with people at Bethany 
now—ahead of  their high school years. Talk 
turned into action and both families took 
time off  from work to spend several weeks 
in June 2013 vacationing in the Goshen area 
so that their children could attend Bethany’s 
Bright Time Summer Camp.

As students, Sheyla and Rafael were 
hosted by Vernon and Carol Birky and were 
treated as part of  their family. Since then, 
they have kept in close touch with Vernon 
and Carol, their family, and each other. And 
so when they came in summer 2013, it was 
natural for Vernon and Carol to open their 
home to both families once again.

The children had a great time with their 
Indiana family, attending camps, and learn-
ing to know other children. Now they look 
forward to another opportunity to attend 
Bright Time Summer Camp. Reflecting on 
their children’s experiences, Rafael says, “We 
know it’s a worthwhile investment in the 
lives of  our children.”

Sheyla Avilés Colòn and 
Rafael Santos (center) 
both live in Aibonito 
where she works in 
a family business and 
he as owner-manager 
at MVP Zone Batting 
Cages. Sheyla and her 
husband Angel Negron 
(left) are the parents of 
Sebastian and Celeste. 
Rafael and his wife 
Martita Rolon (right) are 
the parents of Monica 
and Diego.

“Missing” 
Alumni
Bethany needs up-
dated contact informa-
tion for some missing 
alumni (with urgent 
interest for those with 
upcoming reunions). 
See bethanycs.net/
alumni/missing and 
send updates to 
alumni@bethanycs.net 
or call 574 534-2567. 
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Alumni
News

by Katie Hurst (’14), editor of  Sightline, 
Bethany’s online student news publication

For Dan Bodiker, 2014 marks his fiftieth 
year in the Bethany community. However 
fifty years is more than just a number; it 
represents many relationships built and lives 
touched by someone well known by several 
generations simply as Bod.

Bod grew up in Lima, Ohio, where he 
attended Jefferson Street Mennonite, a small 
mission church planted by Olive Mennonite 
in Wakarusa. Bod attended Goshen College 
to study phys ed and health, with a minor in 
history. When a position became available at 
Bethany, he took the opportunity not know-
ing how long he would stay. Fifty years later 
Bod still enjoys the environment and finds 
the experience extremely rewarding. Bod 
says, “It’s just a good place to teach. The 
faculty and administration are super.”

Bod’s clear passion and willingness 
to minister to youth through his roles as 
teacher, coach, and mentor have impacted 
several generations of  students. Jim Buller 
(’71), a former student-athlete of  Bod’s and 
now Bethany’s guidance counselor and var-
sity boys basketball coach, describes Bod as 
“truly one of  the most friendly and hospita-
ble people, with a phenomenal recollection 
of  names and connections.” Indeed, stu-
dents and faculty can testify that Bod usually 
remembers students’ names, some of  their 
relatives’ names, and any connections he 
may have with them from the community, 
long after they have graduated.

Bod values and builds these connections 
through his involvement in all aspects of   
school life. He continues to drive classes on 
field trips and sports teams to away contests, 
and attends almost every Bethany event 
whether athletic contests, dramas and mu-
sicals, or open houses. A gracious host, he 
strives to make Bethany a welcoming place 
for visitors. Buller says Bod’s “ever-willing-
ness to talk really distinguishes him.”

Hired to teach and start an interscholastic 
athletic program, Bod has greatly influenced 

not only the program’s beginning, but its 
lasting legacy. He coached three, briefly 
four, sports for over thirty years and served 
as athletic director for many of  those as 
well, developing the unique coach-athlete re-
lationships still found at Bethany today. This 
is one of  the reasons that many former ath-
letes who played for Bod have gone on to 
be coaches themselves, 
some at Bethany.

Bryan Kehr (’78), 
a former coach and 
athletic director at 
Bethany now coach-
ing at Hesston Col-
lege, remembers how 
Bod helped him grow, 
“Bod served as a great 
role model for me and 
many other young 
athletes in high school. 
He was a calm coach 
who helped me de-
velop as a player.”

Even outside athletics Bod stays con-
nected. Driver Ed students span generations 
with parents and students sharing memories 
of  driving with Bod. Cindy (Bontrager, ’82) 
Hawkins says, “When my daughter com-
ments that she can’t believe Dan Bodiker 
was my driver education teacher, I smile at 
the memories of  a wonderful and patient 
teacher and am thankful that he can have a 
part in nurturing my children also.”

Bod’s life work may not have included 
climbing a corporate ladder, but his ministry 
has extended towards students and faculty 
for generations. He says that people’s life 
work should be something that they enjoy, 
not chosen only for monetary reasons. Bod 
exemplifies someone whose life accomplish-
ments are measured not only by awards and 
honors, but rather by lives touched. He re-
calls connections with former students and 
their work today, and says, “I have been very  
blessed to work at a school that is nurturing 
students who will be the church of  tomor-
row.”

Dan Bodiker: Faithfully Serving the Church for Fifty Years

Above, Dan Bodiker  
shows s ixth grade 
J-Term students how 
to check fluids in a car. 
When Bod resigned from 
coaching in fall 1997, 
he had coached in an 
unofficial Elkhart County 
record of 1,676 games, 
compiling a record of 
918-719-39 (.559) in 
boys basketball, girls 
basketbal l ,  soccer, 
and baseball. He was 
inducted into the Elkhart 
County Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2006 and into 
the Indiana Soccer 
Coaches Hall of Fame 
in 2007. In January 
2003 he missed his 
first day of work in over 
35 years—a testament 
to his dedication to 
follow his call to make 
a difference in the lives 
of young people every 
day that he is able.
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Christian Hospitality in Little Havana
Comunidad Cubana en Miami J-Term students expected 
to learn about Latino culture and improve their Span-
ish as they interacted with people in the Little Havana 
neighborhood of  Miami. And they did. They listened to 
lectures, talked with local people, shopped in stores, and 
enjoyed ethnic cuisine in restaurants along Calle Ocho.

What they did not expect was to be overwhelmed by 
the deep generosity and hospitality extended to them 
by their hosts. During their weeklong stay in Miami, the 
12 students, along with their teacher Craig Mast and his 
family, were hosted by three Mennonite families, origi-
nally from Honduras, who provided meals and places to 
relax and sleep and incorporated them into their daily 
activities including attending an evening church service.

“They were so generous with everything,” says junior 
Sol Brenneman. “We never went hungry, and they 
gave up their beds so we had a place to sleep. Our host 
father even stayed at a friend’s house so there would be 
room for us. We saw faith in action.”

One morning Sol and two 
classmates, Jesse Amstutz 
and Roberto Ramos, became 
engaged in a conversation 
with their host parents that 
lasted nearly three hours, 
listening to their hosts’ im-
migration story: why they 
left Honduras; the hardships 
in walking to the U.S., of  

finding food, and staying safe along the way; and the 
difficulties of  starting over in a new country with little 
money, no job, no place to live, and needing to learn a 
new language. Jesse says, “At first Craig was upset that 
we had missed our morning class, but when we told 
him what happened, he was excited that we had that op-
portunity to hear their story.”

Juniors Kaylah Price and Carolyn Saylor too enjoyed 
interacting with their host families, forming friendships 
with girls near their age, and note, “We enjoyed hanging 
out together and talking. They were sad to see us go—
as were we.” They and other Bethany students formed 
bonds of  friendships with their hosts—based in their 
common faith—that transcended race and culture.

As they said their good-byes, the hosts again astounded 
their guests by profusely thanking them for coming. 
Jesse says, “They were thanking us when we felt we 
should be thanking them. Then I realized that our being 
there meant that we cared about their culture and lives. 
And that was important to them.”

Jesse Amstutz, Sol Brenneman, and Roberto Ramos with their host family in Miami.


