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A Legacy of Generosity
Myrl Nofziger (’58) reflects on 
being generous with time and 

financial resources in serving the 
church and its organizations.
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Cover: Myrl (’58) and 
Phyllis Nofziger with 
thei r  grandchi ldren 
Jordan, Justin (’24), and 
Hope (’22) Hochstedler, 
daughter Angie, and her 
husband Rex (Board 
’14-).

While previewing this issue of  the BCS 
Bulletin, I was reminded of  a saying, attrib-
uted to author Wendell Berry, that popped 
up on my Facebook feed several times last 
spring: “If  you don’t know where you’re 
from, you’ll have a hard time saying where 
you’re going.”

While reading excerpts from senior faith 
statements I was struck by the fullness and 
maturity of  the students’ faith. They un-
derstand where they are going. I think this 
is because students were not asked simply 
to share what they believe, but rather why 
they believe what they believe. This critical 
reflection helps them understand that their 
worldview springs from the community in 
which they live and the people that they 
interact with daily.  

We can easily see that to develop a Faith 
that Lives community matters. A lot. At 

Bethany we put much effort into building 
a community based on the Gospels that 
fosters a living faith. The article on page 4 
illustrates some of  the ways students learn 
to engage the world through the study of  
Scripture. The article on the back page 
shows how students practice engaging in 
the world through service.  

Although the seniors highlighted in this 
issue may not yet be able to say how they 
will arrive, they find it easy to say where 
they are going. Like 1958 graduate Myrl 
Nofziger (A Legacy of  
Generosity on page 5), 
I have no doubt that 
these students are 
prepared for, and 
will make, a positive 
impact on the world. 
—Tim Lehman

From the Head of School

Prayer and Helping Others
I didn’t know what a Mennonite was until 
I attended church with my aunt in sixth 
grade. I still remember the joy I felt when I 
experienced my first worship service led by 
Hispanic Mennonites at True Vine Tabernacle.

I look to the Bible for answers to my 
questions. Ephesians 4 is especially impor-
tant in how I strive to live my life and treat 
others and is one reason I pray a lot: before 
tests, as I walk in the hall, during our daily 
moment of  silence, etc. God knows all my 
thoughts so I might as well acknowledge 
them as well.

Helping others has significantly shaped 
my faith. I pray that God will give me the 
spiritual gifts of  wisdom and discernment to 
allow me to guide others.

Gianella Salas plans to attend 
Goshen College and hopes to be-
come a social worker or counselor, 
“to be a voice for the voiceless, a 
person who cares when someone is 
in need of  hope.”

Peace and Service
I grew up hearing stories 
about my parents’ relation-
ships with Christian and 
Muslim friends in Palestine, 
so my faith has formed 
around the idea of  accepting people who 
might have very different beliefs than I do. 

Equally important to my faith has been 
my experience at Bethany. I have had a lot 
of  questions about God, the Bible, and 
faith, but have concluded that whereas re-
ligion is a list of  rules or guidelines, faith is 
how you choose to connect to God.

Peace and service are important to me. 
Micah 6:8 covers how we should live our 
lives as Christians and be in relationship 
with other people and with God. I want to 
increase my knowledge of  how pacifism can 
change my life and impact our world, and I 
want to serve and learn from others.

Ethan Lapp plans to major in peace, justice, 
and conflict studies at Goshen College and post-
college enter a voluntary service assignment.

Learning 
That 
Lasts



BULLETIN Summer 2016  3BCS 

Senior Faith
Statements
Each senior’s final 
Bible assignment is 
to share his or her 
faith journey, pres-
ent beliefs, and future 
dreams/plans in class, 
chapel, or a group 
setting outside school. 
On pages 2 and 3 are 
excerpts from five 
presentations shared in 
church, school (cha-
pel), or home (with 
parents, pastors, and 
friends).

Loving Through Community
Not growing up in a Mennonite church, 
coming to Bethany was the single largest 
event in my faith development as I dis-
cussed faith issues with my peers at school.

A key Bible passage for me is Isaiah 11:6-
9 and the idea of  peace which is an integral 
part of  my belief  system. As Christians we 
are not called to build walls, but to find a 
way to peacefully coexist with everyone on 
this earth.

The unit on money in Christian Faith Jour-
ney conflicted me. We probably don’t need as 
much as we have, especially considering that 
many people have basically nothing. Yet, I 
like having things and am comfortable. As I 

From Anger to Faith
In middle school I considered myself  an 
athiest, but really I was just angry with God. 
Then I got into serious trouble and my 
parents forced me to come to Bethany, two 
weeks into my ninth grade year. So I was 
definitely angry about coming to Bethany. 
Over time I became less angry with God, 
became a Christian, and was baptized my 
junior year.

Then the unthinkable happened: my 
stepdad was diagnosed with a genetic dis-
ease in which doctors could only try to keep 
him comfortable as he slowly suffocated to 
death. Despite all this, he was never angry 
with God, so who was I to be angry?

Most of  my beliefs have been shaped 
by the Bethany community, and I almost 
identify as a Mennonite despite not having 
even heard the word until I transferred to 
Bethany. I believe in peace over violence. 
I believe marriage is forever—most of  my 
family has been divorced at least once and 
I don’t want to follow in their footsteps. I 

believe in service and helping 
those in need.

Lindsey Riddle plans to study 
diagnostic medical sonography 
at the University of  Southern 
Indiana.

mature and progress through life, I hope to 
find a balance between being comfortable 
and giving generously.

My most important belief  about God 
is that he cares for us. We can show God’s 
love to each other through community. God 
is always there, but is not as accessible as 
members of  your community. I was strug-
gling following my surgery, but the Bethany 
community was awesome and supportive. 
I hope that I will find another community 
similar to this one as I move on to the next 
stage of  my life.

David Kauffman plans to ma-
jor in religious studies at Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, Mo., 
as he desires to learn more about 
how other people see and relate to 
God. Eventually he wants to use 
his God-given gifts to help others as a medical doctor.

Community and Stewardship
Being influenced by a strong community of  
Mennonites has primarily stuck with me in 
terms of  beliefs about money and pacifism. 
The Mennonite Confession of  Faith states 
that stewardship is taking out periods of  
rest for God while living simply, practicing 
mutual aid, and upholding economic justice. 
I think I’m pretty good at resting, but liv-
ing simply is rather vague. I believe enough 
money should be kept to keep oneself  safe, 
but then the rest should be given to others.

This particularly showed up during a 
fasting project in which I gave up my cell 
phone for one week. I found it difficult to 
live without my phone, yet many people in 
this world don’t have cell phones in the first 
place. Something that had become a neces-
sity for me was a product millions of  people 
can’t even afford. To truly commit to eco-
nomic justice, I must ensure everyone has 

a chance to succeed and live 
comfortably, just as I do.

Kyle Snyder plans to study 
mathematics at Goshen College 
with possible minors in biology or 
psychology.

Faith
That
Lives
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“The Bible forms the basis for how I 
should act and treat people around me,” 
says Bethany Christian Schools senior Alex 
Reinhardt. Yet at the same time he admits 
that if  not for Bible classes at Bethany he 
probably wouldn’t engage with the Bible like 
he should. 

If  we are honest, many church mem-
bers—not just youth like Alex—would find 
a disparity between the time we wish we 
spent with the Bible and actual time spent 
with the Bible. A 2013 study by Lifeway 
Research found that only 25% of  adult 
churchgoers study the Bible at least weekly 
and 53% admit to never or rarely studying 
the Bible.

Helping youth become more biblically 
literate and develop practices they can 
continue as adults is a significant benefit of  
Bethany’s Bible curriculum. Bethany pro-
vides biblical instruction in grades 4-12 that 
includes engaging students with reading and 
understanding the Bible.

An important starting point for engaging 
the Bible is learning to know the books of  
the Bible. While students may have some 
familiarity with the Bible from home and 
church, few arrive at Bethany already know-
ing how to find biblical passages (e.g. less 
than half  of  the sixth graders this year). 

These basic skills are important to using 
the Bible regularly in (or outside of) class, 
whether fifth graders becoming familiar 
with the Pentateuch, seventh graders study-
ing the life of  Jesus in Luke, or high school 
students digging deeper into the Old and 
New Testaments.

Memorization of  scripture is another 
tool that helps Bethany students engage 
with the Bible. For lower grades this may be 
a significant verse related to a unit of  study, 
whereas high school students memorize 
larger portions. Sophomore New Testa-
ment students memorize the entire Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). A year later 
juniors still know portions by memory, but 

more importantly 
have internalized 
the scripture and 
can paraphrase the 
rest.

Seniors engage 
in hermeneutics, 
examining different 
ways that people 
study and interpret 
the Bible. Part of  
this study includes 
students’ writing 
a series of  reflec-
tive essays on authorities in their lives, the 
role/importance of  the Bible for them, and 
who helps them interpret passages they find 
confusing.

Senior Lindsey Riddle uses a multi-step 
hermeneutical approach that includes study-
ing different translations, consulting others 
individually or in a small group, and prayer.

Senior Alicia Thomas stresses the impor-
tance of  church community, saying, “I look 
up to people who helped raise me. Though 
I may not agree with some of  their beliefs, I 
still find them valuable to hear.”

Reinhardt too values the importance 
of  community in reading, discussing, and 
understanding scripture. He says, “I am a 
man of  faith, but also a man of  reason and 
science. God gave us the power of  reason 
and thought, and we should use that to the 
best of  our capability.”

Church History students learn how early 
Anabaptists used their power of  reason as 
they discovered new insights on Christian 
faith and practice through reading the Bible 
and concluded that not all Christian prac-
tices at that time were biblically based, e.g. 
indulgences. Likewise, youth today must 
also learn to read and understand the Bible 
themselves, so that in the context of  com-
munity they can discern God’s call on their 
lives and for the church.

Engaging the Bible: scripture study becomes guide for lifeLearning 
That 
Lasts

Above: Fifth grader 
Samuel Klopfenstein 
has fun with the 1 and 
2 Samuel memory aids 
that he and classmates 
u s e  t o  p r a c t i c e 
memorizing the books 
of the Bible.

Inset: Natan Nafziger 
(’17) walks in the 
hallway as he memo-
rizes the Sermon on 
the Mount—kinesthetic 
activity is linked to 
memory and learning. 
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Myrl Nofziger (’58) learned early in his 
life—from his parents—to value faith and 
education and to put his beliefs into action, 
especially in being generous with time and 
financial resources in serving the church and 
its organizations. These values have shaped 
his life and, he hopes, his legacy.

Part of  that legacy is providing scholar-
ships for minority students to attend Betha-
ny through a family fund he has established 
at Everence that will continue to be funded 
as part of  his estate. This grows out of  his 
support for Christian/Mennonite education 
and his valuing people of  different ethnic 
backgrounds. He says, “A parent’s greatest 
wish is to see their children grow up within 
the framework of  a Christian (Anabaptist) 
environment and to be able to pass that life-
style and theology on to their children.”

Myrl learned well from his parents, who 
were strong supporters of  Mennonite edu-
cational institutions—moving from Arch-
bold, Ohio, to Goshen in the early 1950s so 
that he and his brothers could be raised in 
the college community. He attended Betha-
ny all four years of  high school, beginning 
when the school opened in 1954. 

His teenage years were difficult, but 
looking back he says, “it was a great deci-
sion on my parents’ part; the quality of  
education that I received was outstanding 
and the teachers were extremely dedicated 
and caring.” In particular he notes that John 
Steiner, Bethany’s first chief  administrator, 
was one of  the greatest influences on his 
life: “He was very understanding and always 
went the extra mile for me and my parents.” 
Myrl continues to support Bethany today as 
he observes that same quality of  education 
and special care for his two grandchildren 
who attend Bethany.

Being generous is not something new 
to Myrl, but rather has been an expression 
of  his faith throughout his life. His parents 
instilled in him to do more than tithe on his 
income, but to give beyond that. “Tithing is 
a beginning, not the end of  giving,” he says. 

Both his first wife Ardith (died 1988) and 
his current wife Phyllis have been strong 
supporters of  being benevolent too, so giv-
ing has been a natural and major part of  his 
married life.

Giving, he further notes, is more than 
financial, and includes volunteering time, 
sharing knowledge, and being a good ex-
ample. Throughout his professional career, 
first as a teacher and then fifty years in the 
real estate business, Myrl has given of  his 
time, talents, and finances to many church 
and community organizations and to other 
humanitarian activities, such as traveling 
globally on mission projects or closer to 
home lending a listening ear to others who 
also have experienced the death of  a spouse.

Myrl encourages all people—especially 
those of  Christian faith—to consider giving 
in one fashion or another as a major part of  
their life on earth. Giving to charitable orga-
nizations after your death is good, but don’t 
wait until you die. He says, “The minute we 
are born we start to die. Life is a pilgrim-
age and we have much to learn on our faith 
journey. There is no greater gift than servant 
leadership.”

A Legacy of Generosity Faith
That
Lives

Myrl Nofziger (’58) works with his brother 
Roger on a house-building project in Mexico.

Give to 
Bethany
Now to Support 
Current Students
•	Scholarship Grant 
(50% Indiana State 
Tax Credit)
•	Academics or extra-
curricular programs

•	Bethany Fund

Later as a Legacy
•	Gift Annuity
•	Donor Advised 
Funds
•	Family Foundation
•	Trust
•	Estate Plan, Will, 
Bequest
•	Endowed 
Scholarship

Methods of Giving
•	Qualified IRA 
distribution
•	Stock
•	Cash

Contact
Scott Richer 
Advancement Director
574 534-2567
saricher@bethanycs.net
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Notes

Abby Nafziger (’02) returned to Goshen in fall 
2015 to work as a librarian at Goshen College, cata-
loging at the Mennonite Historical Library and pro-
viding reference and instruction at the Good Library. 
Working as a librarian fulfills a long time professional 
goal for Abby and can be traced back to her time at 
Bethany. She says, “Beth Berry, my school librarian, 
did such a great job of  creating a safe space for stu-
dents to come and encouraging them in their love of  
reading. I am happy to follow in her footsteps.”
Aaron Shenk (’07), Goshen, joined Mennonite 
Mission Network in January as budget and finance 
manager. He is a youth leader at Berkey Avenue 
Mennonite Fellowship and says, “I enjoy seeing 
young people having meaningful experiences in con-
nection with the church.”
Sara Klassen (’10), Goshen, joined Mennonite Mis-
sion Network in January as an assistant in interna-
tional ministries and Asia. She says, “I’ve become 
passionate about finding the stories on the margins 
of  the text. When the text of  our lives interacts with 
the biblical texts, the stories on the margins of  the 
biblical texts can speak to the stories on the margins 
of  today.”

Alumni
News

Next Alumni 
Weekend
The next alumni 
weekend will be Sept. 
23-24, 2016, with 
reunions for classes 
ending in 1 or 6. 
Preliminary information 
is available online at 
bethanycs.net/reunions. 
Online registration will 
be available in August.

Marriages

Susie Lambright (’89) and James Cassel, Flower 
Mound, Texas, Apr. 2, 2016. Susie is in her third year 
as the Director of  International Student Services at 
Dallas Baptist University.
Kurt Neufeld (’07) and Liz Gunden, Goshen, May 
21, 2016.
John Leatherman (’09) and Alyson Kilmer (’12), 
Goshen, June 4, 2016.
Courtland Jones (’10) and Kelsey Fitzpatrick, 
Goshen, May 21, 2016.
Caleb Morris (’13) and Sara DeMaster, Mishawaka, 
Ind., May 14, 2016.

See online obituaries at 
bethanycs.net/alumni/obits

Lola (Dykes, ng ’56) Geil, Colorado Springs, Colo., 
Apr. 15, 2016.

Florence Hoover (F’69-72), Elkhart, May 7, 2016.

Deaths

Births

Rachel Hershberger (’95) and Ben Hartman (’97), 
Goshen, son Leander, Feb. 22, 2016. Grandparent is 
Charles Hartman (’69).
Susan (Wenger ’96) and Ryan Orr, Woodstock, Ga., 
daughter Annabel Ryan, January 8, 2016.
Cory (’97) and Elizabeth Livengood, Dover, Ohio, 
son Kenneth, May 2, 2016.
Abby (Miller ’05) and Andy Findley, Elkhart, Ind., 
son Miles Everett, April 12, 2016. Grandparent is 
Gary L. Miller (ng ’70).
Abby (Sohar ’03) and Matt Schrock, Elkhart, Ind., 
daughter Harper Rae, April 24, 2016.
Seth (’04) and Ulrika Miller, Middlebury, Ind. 
daughter Agatha Marie, May 30, 2016.
Aaron (’05) and Amanda Peters, Elkhart, Ind., 
daughter Olivia Hope, March 20, 2016.
Naomi (Sohar ’05) and Nate Carpenter, Goshen, 
son Maddox Eric, April 12, 2016.
Evan (’06) and Marajane Heusinkveld, Kalona, 
Iowa, daughter Zoey Nycole, May 18, 2016.
Maya (Kehr ’06) and Matthew Yoder, North 
Liberty, Iowa, son Abram Daniel, May 30, 2016. 
Grandparents are Anita (Yoder ’78) and Bryan (’78) 
Kehr. Great-grandparent is Genie (Miller ’56) Kehr.
Kenyon (’07) and Darcy Lederman, Middlebury, 
Ind., son Jackson Daniel, March 25, 2016. Todd (’79) 
and Cindy (Troyer ’80) Lederman are grandparents.
David (’07) and Jena (Schwartzentruber ’08) 
Plaster, Middlebury, Ind., daughter Elaina Grey, May 
22, 2016. Grandparents are David (’77) and Becky 
(Maust ’77) Schwartzentruber.
Weston (’08) and Collette (Weaver ’08) Troyer, 
Goshen, daughter Tessa Linn, Mar. 3, 2016. 
Grandparent is Shanda (Blosser ’86) Weaver.
Andrea (Born ’10) and Kyle Lemna, Elkhart, Ind., 
son Kaigen William, April 10, 2016.

“Missing” 
Alumni
Bethany needs up-
dated contact informa-
tion for some missing 
alumni (with urgent 
interest for those with 
upcoming reunions). 
See bethanycs.net/
alumni/missing and 
send updates to 
alumni@bethanycs.net 
or call 574 534-2567. 

20 Under 40
The Mennonite in its June issue featured 20 
Mennonites under age 40 who are “com-
mitted to following Jesus and find value in 
Christian faith and community.” Among 
these were three Bethany alumni.

Andy Gingerich (’01), Albuquerque 
Mennonite Church, works with the city’s 
metropolitan planning organization, caring 
for the design of  space and how places 
reflect values.

Nathan Grieser (’05), former youth 
pastor at Sunnyside Mennonite Church, 
Lancaster, Pa., is director of  Shalom 
Project, a year-long mission experience for 
young adults.

Jenna (’03) Liechty Martin, Southside 
Fellowship, Elkhart, Ind., is executive direc-
tor of  Camp Friedenswald, Cassopolis, Mich.
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Campus
News

“You earned it, but you didn’t do it alone. 
You earned it in community,” said Craig 
Mast at Bethany’s 62nd commencement.

Mast, a former Spanish teacher at 
Bethany (2012-15), spoke from Micah 6:8 

in which he fo-
cused on “walking 
humbly with your 
God.” He chal-
lenged graduates 
to do three things. 
Walk—not run. 
When you slow 
down you can take 
time to notice your 
surroundings and 
realize that you are 

not alone. Be thankful for what and who 
you see around you—and to God.

Speaking about their class, seniors Ryan 
Oostland and Gianella Salas (below) echoed 
Mast’s message of  thankfulness saying, “be-
hind each graduate is a network of  support. 
We go out into the world with confidence 
and readiness because of  all your combined 
efforts. As we leave this gym today, we 
remember that the journey is not over.... the 
journey continues.”

The Journey Continues for Class of 2016

Graduate Plans
Mennonite College/University	 20
Other Christian College/University	 3
Public/Private College/University	 9
Work Force	 1

News at bethanycs.net
Boys Basketball Coach: Ryan Gingerich 
(Yellow Creek Mennonite), veteran assistant 
coach selected. See /1605_bbbcoach.

MCC Essay Contest: Nick Schrock (’16) 
earns national award; four national finalists. 
See /mcc-essay-contest-2016.
High School Awards: Academic, 
achievement, and service recipients. See 
/HS-awards-2016. 

Teacher-of-the-Year: Josh 
Weaver brings passion for 
teaching, faith, and student care 
into the classroom. See /toy-16.

Spring Sports: Advancing to regionals: 
Hannah Yeakey (track) and Jacob Saylor 
(golf); Academic All-state baseball: Joel Miller 
and Alex Reinhardt. See /springsports-16.
Custodian Retires: Ruthie 
Yoder cleaned up after 
students/faculty for 29 years. 
See /ryoder16-retirement.
Energy Lessons: Campaign 
for Sustainability allows students to teach 
others about renewable energy. 
See /160511-sd-energy.

Schools Rule
Bethany partici-
pated in WNDU-TV's 
Schools Rule feature 
with about 85% of 
Bethany students 
showing up at 5 a.m. 
to share what they 
like about Bethany. 
Watch video at 
bethanycs.net/
schools-rule-2016.

Pictured above are 
Elijah Lora (’16) and 
Hannah Yeakey (’17) 
speaking with re-
porter; below camera 
films student cheer 
section.

In the church, home, school ceremony, 
Nancy Lora (pastor), Cindy Hawkins (par-
ent), and Brent Reinhardt (teacher) brought 
a suitcase, shoes, and a globe to the plat-
form to symbolize this continuing journey.

Earning valedictorian honors was Kyle 
Snyder of  Goshen; David Kauffman of  Wi-
namac earned salutatorian honors. The class 
gift was funds for purchasing equipment, 
such as additional microwaves, for student 
use in the cafeteria. As a parting gift from 
Bethany, each senior received a ceramic 
bowl made by art teacher Eric Kaufmann.
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Faith That Lives Through Service
Each May high school students intentionally focus on 
service during Servanthood Week. In chapel and class-
room discussions students reflect on ways they both are 
and can be servants of  Christ throughout their lives. 

To kick off  Servanthood Week, seniors reflected on 
their weekly service components that are part of  Chris-
tian Faith Journey (senior Bible class), sharing in chapel 
what they enjoyed and learned through their service:

• Service can have its annoying sides, but the rela-
tionships it fosters and the knowledge that someone 
else’s life will be easier are truly worth more than the 
personal time given, especially in a world where we are 
privileged to have things many do not. —Kyle Snyder

• As I worked in Berkey Avenue Mennonite Fellow-
ship’s nursery, I learned what the toddlers like to do, 
how to talk and play with them, and to be more patient. 
They became my friends and now I know more people 
in my church. I really enjoyed this service. —Jane Wang

• At first I was anxious about assisting two first-
graders with special needs. But they helped me appreci-
ate the small things in life as they simply enjoyed simple 
things I take for granted. —Alicia Thomas

• We helped plan middle school chapels. One chapel 
we led was learning to pray like Jesus. Some chapels 
involved speaking on things we wish someone would 
have told us when we were in middle school. —Hyein 
Kwon and Gianella Salas

• I helped at my church, True Vine Tabernacle, 
teaching children whose parent’s aren’t involved in their 

lives and come to church alone. While teaching them 
about God and the Bible, I grew in patience and kind-
ness and understanding the reasons behind some of  
their actions. —Elijah Lora

On Wednesday of  Servanthood Week students and 
faculty served area non-profit and community organi-
zations as a way to thank the many people who sup-
port the Bethany community and as an opportunity to 
further cultivate a life of  service. Students learn about 
organizations that serve our community as they work 
alongside and for community members, enjoying the 
satisfaction of  feeling their work makes a difference.

Service sometimes grows naturally out of  our faith 
and deep desire to help others; sometimes we need to 
remind ourselves of  Christ’s call to help the least of  
these and that in helping others we are helping Christ. 
As Bethany provides opportunities for students to grow 
in this call to serve, hopefully they come to see Christ 
in those they serve. And perhaps the next time they can 
joyfully say, “Christ! It’s you again!”

Alicia Thomas (’16) plays games with a special needs 
student during one of her weekly service times.


