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The Right Fit

Vouchers allow Goshen family the ability to choose
by Julie Crothers Beer; photos by Michael Caterina, from Jan. 30, 2016 Goshen News

GOSHEN — For Nick and Leah Borden
of Goshen, last fall seemed like the perfect
time to make the switch from public educa-
tion to a smaller school setting,

Their daughter, Estella, had recently
completed her sixth-grade year at Goshen
Middle School and found that the school’s
large student body wasn’t a great fit for her
learning style.

And their son, Eliott, would soon be a
fourth-grader and although he liked many
of his teachers at Chandler Elementary
School, also fancied smaller classes.

“When we looked into it and figured
out that Bethany Christian Schools started
with fourth grade and they would be able to

From the Head of School

Spring is the time of year when many
families are thinking about what school
situation fits their children best. Some will
choose Bethany; some will not. Bethany
was founded in 1954 by Mennonites who
wanted an option for faith-based educa-
tion. Fundamentally, having options and
freely choosing is a good thing,

Enrollment decisions are in part
economic since each family weighs the
benefits of the decision to enroll versus
the costs of the decision. Until recently,
the financial cost of attending private
schools such as Bethany limited choice. In
“The Right Fit,” we see how the Bordens
weighed costs and benefits before ulti-
mately choosing Bethany.

Of course costs are not always mone-
tary. Some families will choose not to send
their child to Bethany due to the cost of
not being able to participate in marching
band, or the cost of leaving old friends to
make new friends. However, like the Bot-

transfer there together, we knew that would
be the best for them,” Leah said.

Schools across the country celebrated
National School Choice Week in January, a
seven-day event designed to promote the
various K-12 education options available to
parents and their students including tradi-
tional public schools, charter schools, mag-
net schools, private schools, online learning
and homeschooling.

“Indiana is a national leader in school
choice and Indiana families have more K-12
education options for their children than
most other states in the country,” Andrew
Campanella, president of National School
Choice Week, said in a press release.

dens, many will choose Bethany because
of our commitment to community and
putting faith into practice.

The article on J-Term students study-
ing justice issues illustrates how Bethany
integrates faith into practice. Students
observed how a lack of choice can create
and perpetuate injustice. In a world where
opportunities are often limited by ethnic-
ity, race, gender, or economic standing, our
students saw how faith can inspire change.

Bethany too has changed and become
more diverse than earlier in our history—
now our seats ate filled with students from
various backgrounds who share our vision
to integrate faith and
learning by high-
lighting discipleship,
peaceable living, and
service.

—Tim Lehman




Both Estella and Eliott said it was a
challenge to leave their friends behind —
especially some theyd had known since
kindergarten — but ultimately they knew
they were ready for the change.

“I had some friends who had already
moved to Bethany and they told me they
really liked it,” Estella said.

With the help of an Indiana Choice
Scholarship, more commonly called a school
voucher, Leah and Nick found they were
able to afford to move their children to the
private school.

“The voucher definitely made that pos-
sible. We wouldn’t have been able to do this
without it,” Leah said.

While the faith-based aspect of Bethany
Christian Schools wasn’t a priority for the
family, Leah said she thinks the religion
component makes the school “feel like
more of a community.”

“I think the students at Bethany are more
connected and they bring them all together
for chapel and other activities,” she said.

Smaller class sizes have also made a
difference, Leah said. Eliott has 18 peers
in fourth grade and Estella’s 42-member

seventh-grade class is divided into two sec-
tions.

She’s also seen a change in her children
who always seemed to be exhausted when
they got home after public school.

“They never seemed stressed anymore.
Eliott wakes up in the morning excited to
go to school. They get to go outside dur-
ing the day and breathe the fresh
air.” she said.

Even Estella, who admitted
she isn’t the biggest morning
person, comes home after school
full of stories to share about her
day, Leah said.

“It just seems like the interac-
tions they’re having at Bethany
are so much more meaningful,”
she said. “We’re so happy with
our decision.”

Her kids are happier, healthier
and all around more excited
about school, Leah said, glancing
at Eliott and Estella who nodded

in agreement.

“I can’t not smile,” Eliott said,

grinning,

Burr B Spring 2016
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Tessa Clark and Anna
Barnard experience
some of the change
in racial equality that
Koinonia Farm has
helped bring about.
Learning to know and
giving a hug to a white
female would have
been dangerous for this
octagenarian African-
American man earlier in
his life.

Spring 2016

J-Term students study justice issues, put faith into practice

During the first two weeks of January,
Bethany students take intensive courses that
expand their learning through experiential
activities. This year several courses focused
on ways that Mennonite values of peace-
making and promoting justice intersect with
everyday life.

Koinonia Farm

For Bethany junior Abby Hochstetler
visiting Koinonia Farm in Americus, Ga.,
. was a bit like walking
on hallowed ground.
She says, “seeing the
shack where founder
Clarence Jordan
worked and died was
so cool and will stick
with me. I’d like to
find a way to go back
for a longer time.”

She and her classmates studied and vis-
ited Koinonia Farm, a small but influential
religious intentional community in Georgia
that was begun in 1942 as a “demonstration
plot for the kingdom of God.” The com-
munity’s faith commitment to racial equality,
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by a wildfire in Texas.

pacifism, and economic sharing played a sig-
nificant early role in the Civil Rights move-
ment and birthed partner ministries such as
Habitat for Humanity and Jubilee Partners.

During their stay at Koinonia Farm, stu-
dents lived, worshipped, and worked along-
side community members—working in the
pecan fields and butchering chickens. Beth-
any teachers Krysten Parson and John Mast
noted that the students were “blown away”
by the spirit of the people and grasped that
it’s about relationships and their call to fol-
low Jesus by accepting anyone.

Sophomore Skylar Lazarre reflects, “I
was touched with how welcoming they were
of 24 loud teenagers into their quiet com-
munity. I enjoyed the peaceful atmosphere
and spending time with my fellow class-
mates in a deeper way than I do at school.”

Civil Rights/Mennonite Disaster Service

Another class focused on justice issues
by studying civil rights in the U.S.—primar-
ily the African-American experience from
slavery to the Civil Rights movement of
the 1960s, but also current issues. In her
research paper on Jim Crow laws, junior

T
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Lane Miller rips up rotted flooring in a
home repair project with Mennonite Central
Committee's Sharing with Appalachian People.

Pamela Ortiz noted that while blacks have
been targets of discrimination throughout
American history, other groups such as un-
documented immigrants and Muslims have
become targets today. Eric Kaufmann’s class
also spent one week serving with Mennonite
Disaster Service in Texas rebuilding homes
destroyed in a wildfire.

Sharing with Appalachian People

The Appalachian Sojourn class studied
the history and culture of McDowell Coun-
ty, W. Va.—once a flourishing and wealthy
mining community that is now one of the
poorest in the U.S. During their one-week
participation in Mennonite Central Com-
mittee’s Sharing with Appalachian People,
students interacted with residents, learning
how Christ is already present and serving
by joining local efforts in providing home
repair service.

Children Experiencing Discrimination

Fourth and fifth graders spent part of
their J-Term learning about discrimination,
specifically how other children experience
and handle it. During each of the first four
days, they focused on a different type of

discrimination and a child who made a dif-
ference despite that discrimination: gender
(Malala Yousafazi, Pakistani girl shot for
pursuing an education), religious (Anne
Frank, Jewish girl who died in a concentra-
tion camp), racial (Ruby Bridges, first Afri-
can-American to integrate public schools),
and disability (Ryan White, prohibited from
attending school due to his diagnosis of
AIDS).

Each day teacher Linda Hochstetler
chose students at random to either be dis-
criminated against or be part of the group
who was doing the discrimination. They
then reflected on how it felt to be in their
group. In addition to studying discrimina-

tion, they also looked at ways to be more
inclusive, including playing a variation of
musical chairs. However, instead of some-
one being left out of the game each time a
chair was removed, their goal was to make
sure that everyone had a seat—even when
they got down to one chair!

Emmaus Addresses Loneliness & Exclusion

Emmaus, Bethany’s performing arts troupe, tackles issues of loneli-
ness and exclusion that are relevant to today’s children and grown-
ups alike in its 2016 program “No Man Is an Island.”

The show begins
with one member
of the group build-
ing himself an island
while the others
build a wall. Then
through story and
song, the others
gradually tear down
their wall and con-

vince him to come
off his island.

In addition to
performing in local

elementary schools,
the group will give a public perforrnance at 6 p.m. Sunday, May 15,
in Bethany’s chapel-auditorium.

Burr B Spring 2016
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Next Alumni
Weekend

The next alumni
weekend will be Sept.
23-24, 2016, with
reunions for classes
ending in 1 or 6.
Preliminary information
is available online at
bethanycs.net/reunions.
Online registration will
be available in August.

“"Missing”
Alumni

Bethany needs up-
dated contact informa-
tion for some missing
alumni (with urgent
interest for those with
upcoming reunions).
See bethanycs.net/
alumni/missing and
send updates to
alumni@bethanycs.net
or call 574 534-2567.

Buri By

Spring 2016

Justin (Shank 96) and Brooke Rothshank, Goshen,
daughter Bryn Evlyn, Dec. 5, 2015.

Vanessa (Mishler *02) and Dan Adcock, Goshen,
son Elliot Jacob, Feb. 16, 2016. Grandparents are
Karen (Burkey *76) and Mark (75) Mishler.

Jesse (03) and Kristel Butler, Elkhart, Ind.,
daughter Aliza Danielle, March 11, 2016.

Bryan (°04) and Ingrid Kauffman, Goshen, son
Luke Douglas, Dec. 24, 2015. Grandparents are
Barry ('78) and Lynette (Hochstetler *80) Kauffman.

Becky (Plaster ’05) and Josh Davidhizar, Goshen,
son Griffin Henry, Dec. 21, 2015.

m See online obituaties at
bethanycs.net/alumni/obits
Glen Hochstedler (°56), Wakarusa, Mar. 12, 2016.
He is survived by his wife, Ruby (Slabach ’56).

Margaret (Baumgartner ’62) Rippey, Goshen,
Dec. 21, 2015.

Forrest Yoder (°64), Elkhart, Ind., Dec. 17, 2015.
Gary Troyer (’66), Topeka, Ind., Feb. 12, 2016.

Marriages

Tina Nunemaker (*97) and Josh Cooper (ng’99),
Elkhart, Ind., September 12, 2015.

Rachel (Paulovich *98) Sartori and Aaron Thomas,
Scottsdale, Ariz., October 3, 2015.

Andrea Born (’10) and Kyle Lemna, FElkhart,

Dec. 20, 2015.

Jesse Ramer (*10) and Chelsea Fox, Goshen,

Nov. 14, 2015.

Megan Ramer (°94) and husband Jon Stutzman
moved to Seattle where Megan now serves as lead
pastor of Seattle Mennonite Church.

Leslie Weaver (’11), Portland, Ore., is working in
public health with Americorp.

Peter Schrock (*12) and Madeline Gerig (’13) were
among five Goshen College students awarded entre-
preneurship grants from the GC business depart-
ment to pursue starting their own businesses: Peter
will experiment with the monetization of websites;
Madeline will purchase equipment for use in creating
and selling her artwork.

Lester Culp (F'54-87)
Lester died Feb. 7, 2016.

Tribute by former student and
current Bethany science teacher
Calvin Swartzendruber ('89,
F08-)

My first high school science class was
Earth Science with Lester Culp in 1985.
Lester explained geology concepts in a
way that was easy to understand...and
remember. In my 20-plus years of teach-
ing science, and not once having to recall
them, I still can describe a terminal mo-
raine and a kettle lake.

Lester came out of retirement to be an
“official” tour guide for the class of ’89
senior trip; yet it was we teenagers who
tried to keep up with his brisk pace as we
walked through downtown Toronto.

His knowledge was immense, both
inside and outside of the classroom. His
impact on Bethany was equally as impres-
sive.

Passing of Two Former and Longtime Teachers

Devon Schrock (F'77-99)
Devon died March 10, 2016.

Tribute by English colleague
Eileen Becker-Hoover (F°79-)

Devon set a high academic
standard his English stu-
dents aspired to reach. He

led engaging discussions, but was known
most for strict appraisals of his students’
writing and his keen gift of insight shared
with seniors in Monday morning sermons.
Both conveyed Devon’s deep care for and
investment in students’ academic integrity
and understanding of moral truth.

He was also practical. I recall his
listening to faculty discussion of new
educational trends, before asserting that if
students didn’t first know fundamentals,
new methods would be of debatable sig-
nificance. Notwithstanding his reputation
as a teacher, Devon was a man of quiet-
ness and humility. That too made him a
model and loved colleague.




Creativity Aids Learning: Calvin Swartzendruber ('89)

Calvin Swartzendruber (’89, I’08-), a chem-
istry and physics teacher at Bethany, typical-
ly spends his summers at the University of
Notre Dame, where he conducts research
related to high-energy particle physics as a
part of QuarkNet, a program jointly funded
by the National Science Foundation and the
US. Department of Energy. Teachers, stu-
dents, and professors all work together on
projects that give rising high school seniors
research experience and help high school
teachers keep up-to-date with current ad-
vances in physics.

However, in the summer of 2014 Calvin
took a break from that work as the result of
receiving a $10,000 Teacher Creativity Fel-
lowship from Lilly Endowment. As a result
he has created 15 podcasts for use in middle
and high school science classrooms.

Calvin began by retracing the footsteps
of early chemists and physicists as part of a
self-designed European Science Trek, which
included filming at chemistry and physics
landmarks—Ilaboratories, museums, and
monuments—that represent a significant
scientific discovery or an invention with un-
derlying scientific principles. The trek took
him and his wife Karen—the project vid-
eographer—to 13 European countries in 31
days visiting sites such as the Leaning Tower
of Pisa in Italy and Cambridge University in
England.

Over the next year Calvin wrote narrative
scripts and edited video to produce short
podcasts (2-3'2 minutes) that are historically
and scientifically accurate and relevant for
students in grades 4-12. His presentation to
the Hoosier Association of Science Teach-
ers was highly received, and already one
podcast has received nearly 300 views!

Each podcast, designed as a supplement
to lessons, ties together three elements: a
scientific concept, a scientist associated with

that concept, and a geographical location

or artifact significant to that concept. For
example, when studying gravity, students can
see where Sir Isaac Newton developed his

law of gravitation, including a descendent
of the apple tree that inspired his thinking,
Swartzendruber says, “The podcasts provide
additional insights to help students expand
their knowledge, to better connect with the
scientific concept in interesting ways, and to
aid them in remembering it better.”

According to Lilly, the fellowship’s intent
is for teachers to “become learners again
as they explore their own curiosities and
dreams, spend time in other parts of the
world, pursue personal passions and just gef
away.”

In addition to creating podcasts, Calvin
retraced the footsteps of his ancestors, visit-
ing Anabaptist and family sites. They even
stayed in an inn that had once been part of
his Swartzendruber ancestors’ homestead
prior to their emigration in the 19th century!
He says, “The fellowship was a great oppor-
tunity to bring together my interests in video
production, history of science, travel, and
family history all at one time.”

View podcasts at youtube.com/channel/UCAedPv-6zK0Ascqj3VwOxqQ

Bright Time
Summer
Camp

June 6-10, 2016

50+ camps

age 4 - rising
grade 8

$30-40 per
camp
plus Shine On
Campcare

register at
bethanycs.net/
brighttime
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Return Service Requested

Notice to parents:

Please notify the BCS Bulletin of the
new address of your son or daughter.

Sectional Champions

Bethany’s girls basketball team won its sectional, defeating
Hamilton, Lakeland Christian, and defending champion
Blackhawk Christian. The Bruins lost to eventual state
runner-up Argos in regionals. Darienne Maust (with trophy),
the lone senior, set Bethany records for most rebounds in
a game (26) and season (284) and most blocked shots in
a season (54). She was one of 15 players named to the
small schools (class A and 2A) all-state team. She plans to
attend Goshen College to play volleyball and study nursing.
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State/Regional Free Throw Champ

Fourth-grader Tyson Chupp is Indiana’s (LS
age 8-9 state champion in the Elks
National Free Throw Contest. He then
won the Great Lakes Region, advancing
to nationals on Apr. 16 in Chicago.
Sharp-shooting runs in the family—his
father, Bethany athletic director Gary
Chupp ('87, F'13-), hit 62 consecutive
free throws in 1987, two short of the
then state record held by Steve Alford.

Page for a Day

Rachel Leininger ("19) was
page for the day with State
Representative Curt Nisly.
She says, "l learned a lot
about the different functions
of the state government.
| enjoyed watching our
representatives discussing
and voting on bills. It turned out to be quite a bit different
from what | expected and made me more aware of all the
work that goes on in the state capitol.”

Speech & Debate

Bethany placed fifth in class
A state speech and 12th of
30 schools in state debate.
Elijah Lora (third from left)
b served as Speaker of the
House in state congressional
debate and advances to
nationals in Salt Lake City,
June 12-17.
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