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High School Peforms Musical Honk!

This musical retelling of The Ugly Duckling—amid moments of
sadness and happiness—explores finding beauty in difference
and the transformative power of love.

Watch video clips at bethanys.net/honk17.
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J-Term Inspires Change in Student Lives

Community Inspires Change

Bethany students returning from Koi-
nonia Farm in Americus, Ga., feel inspired
to change their lives after being part of this
intentional community that highly values
relationships.

Students were participating in Bethany’s
January Term, in which high school stu-
dents take one intensive, experiential course,
choosing from learning experiences that
include the arts, recreation, cultural studies,
and community service.

During their week at Koinonia Farm,
students lived, worshipped, and worked
alongside community members committed
to racial equality, economic sharing, and liv-
ing in harmony with each other.

From the Head of School

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new! —2 Corinthians 5:17

What is more exciting than becoming
something new? As we walk with Bethany
students through late childhood and
adolescence, we are grateful to be part of
many positive transformative experiences
that leave lasting impressions on their lives.

One of the best-loved Bethany experi-
ences—January Term—is also one of our
most transformative. Students encounter
different cultures, new skills, classmates
outside their typical social groups, and
frequently their own selves from a fresh
perspective. Memories of J-Term are often
what our graduates recall as pivotal or un-
forgettable life experiences. I invite you to
read more about the changes that J-Term
inspired in students’ lives this school year
in the stories throughout this issue.

Our high school musical, Honk!, also
presented the theme of transformation
through retelling The Ugly Duckling. The
show inspired and entertained with its
focus on the power of love to see past ap-

Sophomore Philip Krabill describes the
community focus on peace as beautiful. “A
bell rang twice each day and everyone would
stop what they were doing to pray for peace.
Work was important, but relationships were
more important.”

Teacher Krysten Parson notes how stu-
dents quickly bought into the value of being
together. “They embraced being with each
other and willingly left their social media
aside, learning that you don’t need social
media to have community.”

Sophomore Izzy Moore agrees: “I was
honestly happy we put aside our technology
as it was key to forming relationships. I also
learned to connect more with nature and
God’s creation—not something I usually do.

pearances. Students themselves temporarily
transformed into animal characters while
developing new skills and new ways of
working together as an ensemble to create
a beautiful performance to our community.

Faculty too are inspired to grow in new
directions at Bethany—witness the many
J-Term topics taught outside teachers’
standard subject areas and Jim Buller back
in a student seat in Spanish class.

Finally, our story on graduates Jason
and Tonya Yoder Rupp clearly shows the
transformative power of cross-cultural
relationships and service. At Bethany,
we appreciate and work towards emulat-
ing the hospitality that Tonya and Jason
found so inspiring during their service.
Our hope is that everyone who comes to
the Bethany com-
munity experiences
Christ’s transforma-
tive love individually
and together through
positive relationships.

—Tim Lehman




Now that I've returned home I plan to limit

the amount of time I use technology daily
and find ways to be outside in nature more.”

With a new appreciation for relating with
others free of technology, Izzy hopes her
family might set more time (and electron-
ics) aside to interact together, perhaps over
meals or playing games. Similarly, classmate
Evan Brown notes that though his family
tries to share their evening meal together, he
now buys into what they are doing,

Evan further describes his experience as
“eye opening” as he expanded his relation-
ships, worldview, and faith. “I was a ste-
reotypical teenager, associating with people
who acted like me and talked like me. I was
able to expand my relationships and see new
ideas that hopefully make me more cultured
and a better person.

“When I was there it was just me, God,
and people—nothing to worry about. That
is a gift. Now I want to take actions to allow
more of that to happen—making time for
relationships with other people and taking
quiet breaks from work to pray, read the
Bible, and to grow in God.”

Film, Food, Philosophy, Faith

Junior Simon Graber Miller chose this
class because he liked all four words in the
title. And he wasn’t disappointed. “We had a
lot of learning amid all the fun,” he says.

Opver the course of the two-week class,
students watched and analyzed movies that
focused on different genres, some consid-
ered by critics to be good and some con-

Sophomores lzzy
Moore (left) and
Emma Bontrager chat
during their weeklong
stay at Koinonia
Farm, an intentional
community that highly
values relationships.
Students put aside
their electronic
gadgets to focus on
building relationships
and strengthening
community.

sidered bad. Students focused their analysis
partly on filming aspects such as lighting,
camera angles, and costuming,

However, much of their analysis extend-
ed beyond filming techniques to focus on
questions such as “What is a hero? What be-
lief systems or values are represented? What
transformation do the characters undergor”

Teacher Dale Shenk noted that the most
interesting conversations took place around
the idea of transformation: “Characters
were in conflict for various reasons, and
we watched them change. Many times new
relationships developed that changed the
relationships that were rooted in conflict.”

Simon values having these tools to
analyze movies, noting that he better un-
derstands why movies considered classics
have so much impact and why other movies,
though entertaining, might be considered
“bad.” Simon says, “I found that these
questions don’t get in the way of my enjoy-
ing the movie while helping me gain deeper
meaning. You get out what you put in.”

Junior Joel Yoder agrees. Although he
probably won’t continue watching movies
with the intent of analyzing, he says, “I’ll
probably come out thinking about some of
these things.”

And that is what Dale Shenk was hoping
for when he designed this class. “Kids are
going to watch bad movies, so I want them
to think about what they can learn from
even bad movies.”
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Bethany students pray,
sing, and visit with a
homebound resident
in Noxubee County,
Miss. Pictured with the
resident are (at right)
Emma Diener and Klaus
Bottorff along with the
group’s host, Larry
Miller (left).
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J-Term Inspires Change in Student Lives

Reflections on Faith, Race, Community

Junior Elizabeth Eby describes her recent
J-Term course, Civil Rights in Mississippi, as
“an opportunity to learn more about civil
rights and feel connected to people” in
Noxubuee County, Miss., one of the poor-
est and most segregated counties in the U.S.

Social studies teacher Brent Reinhardt led
the group of 14 students to a community
near Macon, Miss., where they were hosted
at the Mashulaville Dormitory by Larry
Miller and his wife Maxine (Kauffman), a
1964 Bethany grad. Larry and Maxine have
lived in Mashulaville since the mid 1960s,
devoting much of their lives to combatting
racism within their local community.

Elizabeth points out the timeliness of
this topic stating, “There are lots of prob-
lems going on right
now with race in our
country. I thought it
would be nice to meet
more people of other
races and learn from
their perspectives.”

Students learned
about segregation
in the area, which
continues to affect
housing and school
demographics,
with whites primar-
ily attending private
schools and blacks public schools. Students
also learned about the Choctaw Nation, vis-

iting the cultural center on their reservation
in Philadelphia, Miss.

The group had a rhythm of doing service
work and interacting with community mem-
bers. “We painted a lady’s porch, and while
some did that, others went inside and talked
with her about her life,” says Elizabeth.

At each place where the students did
service work, they would go inside, sing the
first the verse of Amazing Grace and then
pray. “Larry really wanted us to get close to

the people—touch
them, speak with
them, get to know
them,” she says.

Elizabeth found
these times of
service meaningful,
both for the work
done and the time

to expand her own
social group. She

Elizabeth Eby inside the
Noxubee County library,
formerly used as a jail.

says, “I had fun
with people in my
class as we painted
together and chopped firewood—the log
splitter was fun to work. The most signifi-
cant thing about the trip for me was that
most of the other students were not my
close friends, so I got to know everyone bet-
ter as we stayed up late talking each night.”

Elizabeth’s interest in the class originated
in another service experience that con-
nected her faith with ideas of racial recon-
ciliation and community. Last summer, she
took a trip to California with Youth Venture
(Mennonite Mission Network) to set up a
camp for children, all of whom were Asian.

“We had discussions about race—what
exactly is race, how do we define our identi-
ties, and how can we get along better,” says
Elizabeth.

Although Elizabeth had thought about
the concept of race relations before, she
found that these trips provided new per-
spectives. Her experiences in Youth Ven-

ture and J-Term have changed the way she
thinks about her daily life.

“All of my life I've been surrounded by
people who look like me, so this was differ-
ent, and I liked it. I really think diversity in
culture and opinions is what makes a place
special, so it’s a good thing to have. I re-
member when I was in sixth grade, my class
felt mostly white. I like it now that it feels
like we have more diversity, and it’s fun to
see a change like that occur.”



J-Term for Grades 4-8

Lower school students chose from activities
that included butchering meat, cooking food
from various international cuisines, serving
in the local community, learning survival
skills such as how to change a tire, and writ-
ing sports poetry.

Rain by Tyson Miller (*21)

[A Cubs fan’s perspective on
2016 World Series game 7]

It lasted for only 17 minutes,

but it was just enough time

for millions of gallons to flow
over the Niagara Falls,

for thousands of hours to be uploaded to
Youtube,

for thousands of babies to take in their first
breath,

for Bill Gates to earn twice my dad’s salary,

and for me to wait 108 years,

imagine 2,327 ways they might choke,

and of course, of course,

the miserable rain finally ended.

News at bethanycs.net

Speech 5th in State and featured on T'V:
Individual results and interview links avail-
able at /state-speech-2017.

Debate 10th in State: See results at
/state-debate-2017.

State Music Contests: 15 students qualify
for state. See /music-contests-2017.

Chess State: Two middle school teams ad-
vance to state. See /chess-state-2017.

Read-a-thon supports Bethany, Kenyan
School. See /readathon-2017.

Basketball Awards and Summaries:
See gitls at /gbb-sectional-2017 and
boys at /bbb-sectional-2017.

Boys Soccer: Yoder resigns; Willems re-
turns. See /170206-boys-soccer-coach.

State Free Throw Contest: Fifth-grader
Zoe Willems advanced through three levels

to reach state contest. See /willemsz24-17.

Snapshots from Chapels

Lisa Koop ('95) of the National Immigrant Justice Center holds a
book that contains the vast and complex U.S. immigration law, which
is one of the challenges immigrants face in getting adequate legal
representation. Bethany senior Jiwoo Wi (far right), as part of her
job shadowing experience in January, helped Lisa prepare a several
hundred page document (on chair) seeking asylum for a family from
Honduras—and which a Chicago judge granted just the day before this
chapel presentation!

Spiritual Life Week: High school stu-
dents practiced prayer through silence,
music, movement, reading, writing, and
art. Read their reflections at /slw-hs-2017.

The Clarks—Tristan (“15), Tessa ("17), and
Tarynn ("18)—shared how they have been
shaped growing up with an older brother
(Tyler) born with Down’s Syndrome. They
challenged their peers to value people
and form relationships that look beyond a
person’s ability or inability to do something.
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Above: Jim Buller in
class with Jadyn

Kaufmann, Andrew
Smucker, and Jacob
Woolace.

Right: Jim Buller
conversing with Spanish
teacher Nina Fox on a
sunny and unusually
warm February day
that allowed students
to meet outside!
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Jim Buller Returns to Classroom —As a Student

It’s been more than 20 years since Jim Buller
(71, F79-) moved from the classroom as a
math teacher to administration as guidance
counselot. He is now back in the classroom,;
this time not as a teacher, but as a student.

Jim and Technology Director Peter
Shetler are taking Spanish 1, along with 17
traditional students.
Spanish teacher Nina
Fox (F’15-) agreed
to have them in class
and together they
set ground rules. In
essence they would
put aside their roles
as administrators and
be treated as other
students, participating in class conversations,
doing assigned work, and taking tests—not
exempt from work they don’t want to do.

Both have done well wearing their stu-
dent hats. Students respect them, but also
perceive and treat them as peers in this set-
ting. Nina notes that Jim’s kid side some-

Mary Jo (Martin 03, $’°06) and Troy Sands,
Goshen, son Kameryn Bryant, Dec. 16, 2016.
Grandfather is Mike Martin (°79).

Andrew (’05) and Jackie Kehr, Bethesda Md.,
daughter Elna Mae, Now. 27, 2016.

Leah (Roth ’05) and Peter Miller, Chatlottesville Va.,
son James Ernest, Jan. 2, 2017.

Jarrod (°05) and Emily (Shantz °05) Huffman, Las
Vegas, Nev., son Ambrose, Jan 9, 2017.

Janell (Maust ’06) and Ethan Mast, Goshen, son
Ryan Conrad, Dec. 20, 2016. Grandparents are Rene
(’80) and Mafra (§’03-11,14) Maust.

Danielle (Yoder *16) and Justin Smith, Goshen, son
Noah Randon, Dec. 28, 2016. Grandparent is Anita
(Miller ’85) Yoder

Marriages

Jessica Herschberger (*08) and Craig Blough,
Goshen, Sept. 17, 2016.

Mandy Schlabach (’11) and Derek Swartzendruber,
Goshen, Dec. 30. 2016, in Tucson, Ariz.

times comes out (no surprise) as he banters
and jokes with students in class.

Jim feels that learning a new language
at his age is hard work. However, students
notice his determination to learn—the
same tenacity he brought to the basketball
sidelines for 35 years—when he says, “I wi//
speak with my son-in-law in his language.

Jim and Peter’s willingness to try speaking
and not be worried about making mistakes is
a good role model for students. “They rein-
force the message that learning is a lifelong
process and privilege—not something to be
taken for granted,” says Nina.

See online obituaries at

bethanycs.net/alumni/obits
Rhondal Wireman (°56), Fort Meade, Fla., Aug. 24,
2016.

Esther (Rheinheimer °57) Hoover, Goshen,
March 1, 2017.

Betty (Miller °57) Yoder, Elkhart, Ind., Feb. 13, 2017.
Kathy (Martin °58) Ortiz, Goshen, Jan. 29, 2017.
Lela (Mullet ’60) Rohrer, Goshen, Now. 29, 2016.

Andrea (Eash ’62) Yeager, Centreville, Mich.,
Jan. 8, 2016.

Hannah (Grieser ’09) Hochstetler, Jackson, Miss.,
Jan. 19, 2017.

Anna Barnard (’17), Goshen, Dec. 18, 2016.

Eldon Miller (°65), Lederach, Pa., retired from
teaching at Christopher Dock Mennonite High
School after 43 years.

Liz Martin (°03, $°07-08), Goshen, has been selected
as a fellow to the Indiana Teaching Policy Fellowship.
Charles Bontrager (°04), pastor at First Mennonite
Church, Wadsworth, Ohio, since November 2014 was
ordained to ministry on Sunday, March 12, 2017.



Crosscultural Relationships Inspire Yoder Rupps

Jason (°95, F’08-10) and Tonya (*96)
Yoder Rupp, Goshen, discussed early in
their marriage a desire to serve abroad, and
given their own crosscultural experiences as
children, to provide their children, Caitlin
and Logan, with similar experiences of
learning from another culture.

With their children now in early elemen-
tary school and forming friendships with
classmates from the Latino community,
Jason and Tonya desired they have a better
understanding of life and culture in Latin
America that might enable them to more
easily communicate and relate together.

As they explored opportunities for a one-
year sabbatical from life in the U.S., they
felt God leading them to accept an offer
to serve at Colegio Gutenberg in the inte-
rior of Paraguay where a former Bethany
colleague, Marcelo Warkentin (F’00-12),
serves as principal. A Mennonite colony in
Paraguay opened the school in 2013 as an
evangelistic outreach that provides a quality
education option for children who live in
the nearby Campo 9 area—and provides sig-
nificant subsidies as many live in poverty.

Jason—a high school math teacher in the
U.S.—assists in classrooms needing extra
support, including first grade and enrich-
ment in high school math and English.
Tonya primarily works with the school social
worker: assisting with organizational tasks,
supporting parents, visiting homes, and
seeking financial support for the school.

Though their sabbatical and service runs
until early summer, they believe the best
gifts they will return to the U.S. with are a
new understanding of hospitality and the
realization that friendships can form with-
out comprehending every word or idea that
is spoken. Jason says, “We have appreciated
the many times that people have gone out
of their way, risking awkward encounters,
just to make us feel welcome.”

This hospitality was evident from the
beginning. Upon arriving at their home
in Campo 9 in early September, people

provided them meals and other services
and began forming friendships with the
family despite the challenges of cultural and
language differences.

This extensive hospitality has been
demonstrated often, most memorably in
birthday celebrations for Caitlin and Tonya.
Caitlin’s classmates gave her gifts throughout
the week, including a prized rabbit; friends
and colleagues showered Tonya with compli-
ments, appreciation, food, and gifts through-
out her birthday, which culminated in a
surprise party! Tonya says, “The importance
of relationships has made me feel at home
in this culture.”

Reflecting on the hospitality shown them
in Paraguay, Jason and Tonya now recognize
missed opportunities in Goshen to extend
such hospitality themselves and desire to
be more aware in the future: “The hospital-
ity, generosity, and kindness that we have
experienced has been an example of how we

want to live our lives.”

Warkentin and Yoder Rupp familes: Marcelo, Clarice, Lucas, and Isabella
Warkentin (left) and Tonya, Jason, Caitlin, and Logan Yoder Rupp (right).

Next Alumni
Weekend

The next alumni
weekend will be

Sept. 22-23, 2017,
with reunions for
classes ending in

2 or 7. Information
and registration will
be available online

in summer 2017 at
bethanycs.net/reunions.
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Return Service Requested

Notice to parents:

Please notify the BCS Bulletin of the
new address of your son or daughter.

Streamlining Fish Fry

As part of a Business Math class
project on lean business principles,
seniors Jake Bedwell and Simon
Hurst analyzed the Fish Fry carryout
process.

Realizing that carryout customers
sometimes waited in long lines, they developed a plan
that established a second line by routing ticket hold-
ers to a separate drive-up service. Teacher Josh Weaver
thought this plan had good potential and encouraged
them to implement the plan. Simon, also one of the
senior fish heads, agreed and so they did.

To make their plan work more efficiently, they also
rerouted incoming traffic around the south side of
the barn: allowing dine-in customers to still access the
parking lot and carryout customers to pull alongside the
curb outside the cafeteria for service.

While prepared to scrap their plan mid-course if
needed, they found the plan worked even better than
anticipated. In addition to achieving their primary goal
of reducing wait time for customers, they discovered
that the new traffic pattern reduced traffic congestion
and that having one line as a drive-up service freed up
additional parking spaces.

The latter was also more convenient for customers,
especially for those who have difficulty getting in and
out of vehicles. In fact Jake received a hug and kiss
from several grateful elderly women!

Non Profit Org.
US Postage
PAID
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Permit #29

Fourth Grade Plans Historical Event

On Thursday, Apr. 13, the fourth grade class at Bethany
will be presenting skits to help others learn about the
Trail of Death, the forced removal of the Potawatomi
from Indiana in 1838. The program begins at 6:30 p.m.
and is open to the public.

This evening of information is in preparation for
Indiana Indian Day on Saturday, Apr. 22. Last fall the
class visited historical sites associated with the Trail of
Death as part of studying Indiana History and peace
and justice issues. Subsequently, leaders of the Trail of
Death Association and the Fulton County Historical
Society asked the class to assist them in planning a pub-
lic gathering to remember and apologize for the forced
removal.

The Apr. 22 gathering will begin at 1 p.m. on the
north end of Rochester (signs will direct to gathering
point). Participants will walk together one mile into
Rochester along the route of the removal in 1838, end-
ing at the St. Joseph Catholic Church (1310 Main Street)
for the program.

Organizers have invited Indiana Governor Holcomb
to attend and make a statement on behalf of the State
of Indiana. Mennonite Church USA has accepted an
invitation to send a representative to speak on behalf
of its constituency, which includes Bethany Christian
Schools.



