=
@)
@)
=
@)
o9
-
Q]
'O
P
R
=
O
>
-
Q¥
e
)
L
an

/
-
=
=
>
as

Bethany

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
= Y _

Summer 2018
Vol. 63 No. 2

www.bethanycs.net

Inside this Issue

Alumni Stories and News ....10-11

Campus News

Eileen Becker-Hoover Retires

From the Head of School

Interterm Students Apply
Civil Rights Learning

March for Our Lives: Reflections
of a Young Organizer

Senior Faith Statements

The Right Fit

see pages 6-7




Learning

That
Lasts

Cover photo: Students
and faculty left classes
to pray together during
the March 14 nation-
wide school “walkout”
to remember the lives
of students killed by gun
violence and to seek
ways to reduce violence
in schools.

ethany Christian Schools
BUIIETIN
USPS 817-760

The BCS Bulletin is produced twice
a year by the Advancement Office
of Bethany Christian Schools. The
Bulletin is distributed to all homes
in the congtegations of Indiana-
Michigan Mennonite Conference,
as well as to parents and alumni of
the school.

Editor: J. Kevin Miller
Consulting Editors:
Tim Lehman
Saefin Lee
Sarah Kraybill Lind
Denise Risser
Karen Shenk
2904 South Main Street
Goshen, IN 46526-5499
574 534-2567
info@bethanycs.net

POSTMASTER: Send form 3579
to Bethany Bulletin,

c/o Bethany Christian Schools
2904 South Main Street

Goshen, IN 46526-5499

2 Burr Efin Summer 2018

Bible and Community Guide Senior's Faith

Being part of the Mennonite church and
community is one of the biggest influences
on my faith at this point—and choosing to
come to Bethany in ninth grade one of the
biggest decisions. Taking Bible classes and
having teachers willing to talk about their
faith and listen to my faith questions have
helped me grow in my faith.

Part of my faith has been struggling with
how to view the Bible and decide what is
true. There are many different opinions on
what to believe and how to put them into
practice.

I think of jewelers glasses that have
lenses that flip down. The most focused
one is on Jesus’ teachings, then the next one
back is everything else in the New Testa-
ment, and then the Old Testament. These

From the Head of School

In 1954 Bethany Christian was founded
by a group of Indiana-Michigan Menno-
nite Conference leaders seeking to create
an academically rigorous school, building
upon community and emphasizing
discipleship and the ethic of love and
non-resistance. Though our church and
our school are constantly evolving, after
00 plus years in operation, the founding
principles still form the basis of Bethany’s
mission (Hearing Our Teachers 1 vice, p. 44).

The senior Bible class capstone project
requires students to examine their faith
journey and articulate their beliefs, values
and convictions in the presence of peers,
family and teachers. In this issue of the
Bulletin, seniors reflect on the importance
of the Bethany community in discerning
faith, learning to serve, understanding paci-
fism, and overcoming suffering.

Student exploration of faith and the
implications of Jesus’ call to discipleship
is not just limited to Bible class. In March
for Our Lives: Reflections from a Young
Organizer (p. 4), senior Elizabeth Eby

lenses help me to take parts of the Bible
that I see as more important and keep them
in my focus.

I’'m still working on questions I have
about faith, the Bible, and God, but that will
continue throughout my life—anyone who
is really attentive to what is going on around
them and what their faith means to them
should always have questions about their
faith and how to make it stronger.

Gavin Rusel plans to study
pre-med and has chosen Goshen
College in part he says, ‘50 I can
continue to be part of a Menno-
nite community that will challenge
me to think about my faith on a
regular basis.”

=T

relates how Government class inspired her
to organize a trip to Washington, D.C,, to
petition government leaders for a change
in gun laws. Interterm courses, like the civil
rights trip to North Carolina (p. 5), allow
students to reflect on their own experi-
ences in the context of broader historical
movements.

This intersection of faith and academics
is also evident in three other articles. The
Right Fit (p. 6) features stories of two fam-
ilies who have found a home in the Betha-
ny community. Two articles, Femi, Fatbol,
and Faith (p. 10) and Finding God Work-
ing in the Darkest Places (p. 11), feature
young alumni reflecting on the formative
influence of Bethany’s community of faith,
and their returning to
share their faith with
the next generation.

Thank you for
your part in creating
this lasting legacy.

—Tim Lehman




Community and Service

When my family moved to Goshen, I didn’t
understand why. But now I see that joining
the Bethany community changed my life.

At Bethany I was given the ability to
grow and mature as a daughter of Christ. I
gained confidence and found a place where
people support one another and teachers
connect with their students. I have learned
to trust in God and now know that every-
thing will not always be what I want.

At the start of this semester, I dreaded
doing an hour of service each week for
Bible class. However, serving with two
classmates at the Depot brought us closer
and I realized I want to have communities
with people in everything I do. Service also
helped confirm how much I want to help
people and changed my future plans.

Sterra Campbell dreamed of at-
tending a big state school, but now

W plans to study Spanish at Goshen
College. She hopes to travel and do
mission work, but looks forward
to where God will lead her.

Pacifism or Passive

I didn’t grow up in the Mennonite church,
so pacifism was new to me when I came to
Bethany. However, I hear some people use
pacifist and being passive interchangeably.

Jesus did not hurt anyone, but he did
challenge people with his words. Christians
in the New Testament seriously ruffled
feathers, so I strive to be like them. I seek
nonviolence in everything I do, but I will
confront those who are in the wrong when
the Holy Spirit leads me. If anyone acts
in violence against me, I will not respond
with violence. I pray that God gives me the
strength to be a peacemaker in this wild
world, just like Jesus was.

Skylar Yoder feels a strong call for
mission work and is considering
attending the six-month disciple- |
ship training school connected with I
Youth with a Mission.

Suffering and Community

My faith seemed fairly steady until August
2016 when I learned of the death of my
classmate, Conner. Then in December my
basketball teammate Anna died in a car
accident. This was the most difficult and
confusing six months of my life and made
me stop and think honestly about who God
really is and what he does for us humans.

I found that suffering is nearly impossi-
ble to overcome without community around
you. In the past two years, new relationships
have been formed and we have grown closer
together as friends, but more importantly as
believers. When we as a community suffered
together through these deaths, we didn’t
run away from each other or God. Instead
we contineud to love and support each
other. My faith in God has slowly increased
through the love and support of the com-
munity around me.

As I have come to peace with these
undesirable life events, I have
come to realize that God re-
ally is there.

Tarynn Clark plans to study
nursing and play volleyball at
Eastern Mennonite University.

Grade 8 Reflections

Jordana Farran: I have
often struggled to fully have
faith in God and sometimes
get jealous of others who
seem to have a very strong
connection with God. But
recently I have been putting
more effort into growing closer to God and
to having hope even in dark times.

Jacob Leininger: I was baptized at the age
of 7 and have been able to
grow an immense amount

in my faith since then. Your
class has helped me integrate
my faith into everyday life
where it belongs. Thank you.

Senior Faith
Statements

Each seniot’s final

Bible assignment is

to share his or her
faith journey, pres-
ent beliefs, and future
dreams/plans in class,
chapel, or a group
setting outside school.
On pages 2 and 3 are
excerpts from four
presentations shared in
church, school (cha-
pel), or home (with
parents, pastors, and
friends).

Grade 8

Reflections

For the grade 8 final
Bible project, students
reflect on what their
story with God is so
far. Excerpts from two
students are at left.

Bur25n Summer 2018
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.
Elizabeth Eby (center)
during a March 14
gathering to pray for the
victims of gun violence
in schools.

March for Our Lives
participants from
Bethany and the Goshen
area in front of the
White House.
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March for Our Lives: Reflections from a Young Organizer

I am Elizabeth Eby, a senior at Bethany, and
this year I organized a group of students

to attend March for Our Lives in Washing-
ton, D.C., on March 24. Students surviving
the February 14 Parkland school shooting
helped organize this national march with an
estimated 200,000 in attendance, while motre
than a million others marched in cities and
towns around the world inspired by the op-
portunity to call for change. We who par-
ticipated want change in gun laws to protect
ourselves and the people we love. My part in
this movement was getting 44 people to D.C
so they too could have their voices heard.

This started for me in late February
when my AP Government teacher, Josh
Weaver, mentioned in class that there was
going to be a march against gun violence
in D.C. I'looked at some of my friends and
they wanted to go too. Someone suggested
we take a minivan, but I felt there was
more interest in our Goshen community. I
started by getting quotes for charter bus-
ses, but found they were all booked for that
date. Then I asked if I could borrow some
Bethany busses. The administration said yes
and didn’t even make me pay for mileage.

I posted sign-up sheets at the school and
asked my friends to get the word out to
other schools. We ended up with students

from Bethany, Goshen, Concord, Middle-
bury, and a homeschooler.

The hardest part of organizing was
finding drivers and chaperones. A group
of students and I met with Marilyn Torres

and Jennifer Shell, organizers of a march in
Goshen, to obtain their help raising money
and finding adults for our trip. Apparently
not many people like sleeping or driving on
a bus two nights in a row! We found our last
driver the week before our trip, ending with
nine adults, including two drivers for each
vehicle.

Money was another big thing I had to
think about. I started a Go Fund Me page
to raise money for our travel and had each
person attending pay ahead, partially to
show that they were committed and partially
to make sure we had enough money if fun-
draising didn’t work. At the time I wasn’t 18
yet so my mom had to withdraw the money
on my behalf. When you’re 17 you can’t be
trusted with anything—one year makes all
the difference. This motivated me to prove
that age in a movement like this doesn’t
actually make a difference in commitment.

In total, I had three weeks to get every-
thing together before I left on March 18 for
Bethany’s senior trip. Somehow, with much
needed help, we got everything set up in
time. On Friday the 23rd I came back from
senior trip in Chicago and a half hour later
we were heading to D.C.

The march itself feels like such a small
part of the whole thing to me. After all of
the planning I put into making this possible
for other people, my time there didn’t feel
real. There was still this responsibility to be
a leader for this group I’d brought together.
But at the same time I was listening to these
great leaders speaking on that main stage
and the work I put in didn’t seem to matter
that much after all.

It’s a unifying experience to be surround-
ed by people from across the country who
are in the same place for the same reason.
We all clapped together, in a few cases
we cried together, and we all stood there
together. Sometimes it felt like we even
breathed together. That’s the very powerful
kind of unity a cause such as this creates.

March continues on page 5



Interterm Students Apply Civil Rights Learning

Sophomore Omar Gonzalez returned from
his Civil Rights Interterm trip to North
Carolina with a new appreciation for the
power of nonviolence, particularly im-
pressed by the stories he learned of Martin
Luther King Jr. and others from the Civil
Rights Movement who used nonviolence to
respond to hatred directed at them. And it
gives him pause to think about his own life.

As a person of Hispanic heritage, Omar
feels accepted at Bethany and in the Goshen
community. However, he does recall a
few instances in which he was a victim of
racism, such as when he and his mostly
Hispanic travel soccer team were taunted by
opposing teams. He says, “Our first reaction
was to fight back, but our coach encouraged
us not to. We listened, but I didn’t fully
understand why. Now I do.”

Peace Muhagachi, a sophomore from
Tanzania, has been reading about the
American Civil Rights Movement since a
young age—and listening to the music of
singer and Civil Rights activist Nina Simone.
Visiting civil rights sites where events she
had previously read about actually happened
proved a powerful and emotional experience
for her as she internalized and personalized
her learning,

And she pushed her classmates to do so
also. While learning about literacy tests that
were intended to disenfranchise African
Americans from voting, she suggested the
class take one of the literacy tests. They did;
and all failed—including their teacher.

As they journeyed to the south, both
Omar and Peace noticed greater evidence
of white supremacists, seeing more Confed-
erate flags and hateful bumper stickers on
vehicles. Peace notes that racist attitudes are
not new but more openly visible given the
current political climate. This visible open-
ness made Omar feel uncomfortable, and
he realized that perhaps discrimination does
extend to him even though he rarely feels it.

Both Omar and Peace are grateful they
don’t regularly experience the kind of rac-

ism and discrimination they studied. Peace
especially appreciates that “people at Betha-
ny have been very welcoming and accepting
of me and my culture, which helped me feel
more comfortable despite some obvious dif-
ferences.” While Peace doesn’t recall person-
ally experiencing racial discrimination since
coming to the US,, she does encounter
preconceived notions that Africans are poor
and uneducated—a perception she hopes to
help change as she continues to make new
friends and share about her life and culture
in Tanzania.

March (continued from page 4)

There were leaders in this larger move-
ment who have inspired me to continue do-
ing this work. Still, I truly feel that although
there were people speaking on stage, we
were all equal. The pain of tragedy makes us
equal. That’s the key to this movement and
any movement that has been or will be. Not
only acting as equals, but believing that we
truly are equals allows us to act together. No
matter how much control I had over this in
the planning process, listening to everything
while standing on Pennsylvania Avenue, I
had no control. It is the power of a mass
majority to be heard. I was a part of that,
but I wasn’t alone. Together, somehow, 1
hope we made a difference.

Omar Gonzalez (second
from left) and Peace
Muhagachi (third from
right in back) with
Interterm class at the
International Civil Rights
Center and Museum in
Greensboro, N.C.

Servacation

Read how J-Term
experience of Caleb
Shenk (°20) inspired
his family to serve with
Koinonia Farm dur-
ing spring break. See
bethanycs.net/1804-

servacation.

Bur25n Summer 2018




Learning

That
Lasts

Paulo “Junior” Barajas
learns archery during
Wilderness Experience.
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The Right Fit...

“The Best Investment Is the Education We Give Our Kids”

When Susana and Paulo Barajas first pro-
posed the idea of a new school to their
soon-to-be-sixth grader, he wasn’t thrilled.

Paulo “Junior” Barajas, now 14, had
made friends at Goshen Community
Schools and wasn’t
quite ready to sever
those ties—even if it
meant smaller class
sizes.

His younger broth-
er, Adrian, 12, on
the other hand, cried
tears of joy when he
learned he’d been
admitted to Bethany,
his mother said.

As his eldest child entered middle school,
Paulo worried that his children might fall
into cliques—some-
thing he believes is
more prevalent in
schools with larger
class sizes than those with fewer students.
Paulo recalled having to stand up for other
Latino students who were bullied.

“Junior is such a soft-hearted person and
he’s always focused on his grades and school
work and we had some concerns about
how other kids would treat him,” Susana
explained. “Even though both kids speak
English, we were concerned.”

But most importantly, the Barajas sought
a place where their children would get the
one-on-one attention they needed.

The transition wasn’t exactly seamless,
Susana said.

“Back then, it was hard with Junior be-
cause his friends were all moving to Goshen
Middle School. We had constant arguments
about it,” she said. Junior agreed to try it
for a year, and if he wasn’t happy, he would
return to public school.

“I’d be willing to get a second job
if that’s what it took to afford it.”

“I was pretty confident that he would like
it,” Susana said. “And he did.”

It was only a few weeks into the new
arrangment that Susana received the confir-
mation she’d been searching for. “The very
first experience that really showed me we’d
done the right thing was on a Saturday when
I was driving with my mom to the mall.

My phone rang and it was Juniot’s teacher
and she was checking in because Junior had
some math questions that she wasn’t sure he
understood and she didn’t want him to be
confused,” Susana recalled. “That, for me,
confirmed they were in the right place.”

Access to scholarships helps ease the
financial burden for her familiy, but Susana
said she would do whatever it takes to en-
sure her children continue their education at
Bethany.

“I love Beth-
any so much I'd
be willing to get
a second job if
that’s what it took to afford it. The financial
aid helps so I don’t have to, but I would.”

—by Leandra Beabout and Julie Crothers Beer,
Progress 2018 (Goshen News)

Adrian Barajas and classmates make salsa using
produce from the school garden with Farm-to-
School Coordinator Tara Swartzendruber Landis.



...Why Families Choose Bethany

Faith-Based Environment and Challenging Academics

Sumer and Jared Schlabach, both natives of
Elkhart County, grew up knowing the area
had plenty of strong educational options
available for their three children.

But Josiah, 14, and Jayden, 12, both well
on their way to becoming math and science
whizzes, simply weren’t being challenged
to their full potential, Sumer and both boys
explained.

“Josiah had a great mentor and really
flourished a lot in sixth grade,” Sumer said.
But as the curriculum changed in his sev-
enth-grade year at Goshen Middle School,
it quickly became evident the new learning
style wasn’t a good fit.

Sumer and Jared
considered transfer-
ring from Goshen
schools (Sumer’s alma mater) to Fairfield
Community Schools (Jared’s alma mater),
but also decided to look into Bethany Chris-
tian Schools.

While on a tour at Bethany with Josiah,
Sumer said she was immediately impressed

with the environment the faith-based private

school had to offer.

“Everyone was just so friendly. The vibes
were way different,” she said. “...I couldn’t
tell, at first, if it was just my mom feelings,
but then Josiah told me, ‘Mom, these people
are like me. I belong here” And I knew it
was meant to be.”

With the help of admissions staff, the
family found a way to offset the cost of
transitioning Josiah and Jayden to Bethany
in the fall of 2017. Their younger sister,
Saghan, 8, is currently a second-grader at
Prairie View Elementary School, but hopes
to join her brothers at Bethany when she is
older.

At Bethany, both boys have found their
“people,” Sumer said.

“I really didn’t have any friends when I
was at Goshen,” Josiah said, recalling how
he was picked on by other students. “But at
Bethany there are kids who are like me. We
hang out together.”

“Before he was the outcast,” Sumer add-
ed. “Now he’s socially accepted. And that
was a big deal for him—to feel accepted.”

In addition to excelling in academics, the
brothers have also joined chess club and
band, and Jayden is a two-sport athlete.

And while both plan to pursue science
and math-based careers—chemical engi-
neering for Josiah and mechanical engineer-

ing for Jayden (if

“Mom, these people are like me. 404 only if his
I belong here.”

dreams of being a
football or soccer
star don’t pan out)—they’ve also been sur-
prised by the new activities they’ve tried.

“I’'m not an artistic person, but the art
classes are really cool,” Josiah said, describ-
ing how he learned to throw pottery and
will soon be sharpening his skills in wood-
working,

—by Leandra Beabout and Julie Crothers Beer,
Progress 2018 (Goshen News)

Schlabach family: Jayden, Sumer, Saghan, Jared, and Josiah. (photo by

Ben Mikesell, Goshen News)
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“All of us need a
break from our
work, including
our coaches and
athletes.”

—Gary Chupp

Bruins varsity boys
soccer coach Hank
Willems leads a drill for
youth exploring soccer
during an hour session
at a weeklong Bright
Time summer camp.
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Sports Moratorium Encourages Multi-sport Athletes

This summer Bethany is doubling the
amount of time athletes have free from or-
ganized athletic activities, adding one week
to the week already mandated by the state
athletic association.

Athletic director Gary Chupp cites
several factors for the decision, including
Bethany’s emphasis on helping athletes lead
balanced lives that include time not only for
sport but also academics, church, and fam-
ily. Chupp hopes this will make it easier for
athletes and their families to participate in
family vacations and youth group trips. “All
of us need a break from our work, including
our coaches and athletes,” he says.

When Chupp floated the idea last fall, he
began receiving emails from parents ap-
plauding the idea, including Chris Frey who
wrote, “Thanks for being bold and leading,”

Chupp feels this may benefit individual
growth as well. “We do athletes a disservice
when requiring so many structured events at
the expense of allowing time for individual
work,” he says. “We send a wrong message
that to get better we need to provide more
structure, more games with coaches and
referees. Sometimes less is more.”

Chupp points out that the decision is also
rooted in Bethany’s counter-cultural athletic
philosophy of encouraging athletes to play
multiple sports, rather than follow the na-
tional trend of pushing athletes to specialize
in one sport with expectations they practice
year-round—often six days per week plus
weekend tournaments in the summer. While
Bethany summer schedules are less demand-
ing in comparison, still Chupp wants to be
careful not to have unrealistic expectations
for athletes participating in multiple sports.

Chupp feels fortunate that his coaches
are all behind him—mnot only on the extra
moratorium week, but on working together
to share athletes.

Boys soccer coach Hank Willems was
skeptical at first, but now is one of Chupp’s
more vocal supporters. Despite a track
record of post-season success, including a
sectional championship this year, Willems’
initial reaction was how could he sustain a
competitive program when other schools’
teams are practicing more? But as a coach
of more than 25 years he also continues to
see many talented athletes stop playing due
to burnout or injury and believes that taking
extra time off to heal physically and men-
tally will help alleviate some of those issues.

Willems says, “I may have less time with
my players during the summer, but the time
we do have is of higher quality and allows
us to achieve more in the end. We are more
rested physically and mentally to start the
season, which allows us to get better during
the season and hopefully be playing our best
ball at the end. Now as my son enters ninth
grade as a three-sport athlete, I see the need
for that time away as a parent.”

Willems is also one who encourages his
players to play other sports for the same
reasons—to avoid burnout and injury and
become more well-rounded players. “The
skills an athlete develops playing basket-
ball or other sports will help on the soccer
field.”



Class of ‘18 Graduates 45

“Listen to what you are called to do and
find your part in the story,” Lora Rusel
told the class of 2018 at Bethany’s 64th

commencement on May 27.

Speaking from Joshua 4—a touchstone
scripture for the class—Rusel noted that like
the Israelites not all are called to carry the
same stones: some of you carry compassion
and kindness, some joy and exuberance that
infects those around you, some carry grief,
hurt, and pain. But, she said, “you get to
claim each others’ gifts and share in carrying
them for and with each other.”

Senior speakers
Klaus Bottorff and
Abby Rudy-Froese
talked about pain
they all felt follow-
ing the death of
classmate Conner
Sargent in August
2016, but also how that experience helped
them grow closer as they relied on each
other for support.

Most of the 45 seniors will head to col-
lege: 23 to Mennonite colleges (14 staying in
Goshen) and 15 to other Christian colleges
or public universities. One plans to serve
with Youth With a Mission and 6 are unde-
cided or planning to work.

photo by Mia Graber Miller ('16)

News at bethanycs.net

MCC Essay Contest: Simon Graber Miller
and Alistair Tollar win two of four national
prizes. See /mcc-essays-2018.

State Chess: High school team 4th; Tim
Cartmel 5th. See /state-chess-2018.

State Forensics: Speech 3rd, debate 12th,
and the World Schools debate team 5th. See
/2018-forensics-awards-summary.

Simon Graber Miller (‘18)
placed fifth in the high jump
at the state track meet and
set a school record of 6'7". ¥ 4
Amazingly he started learning
to high jump part way through
this season!

Cedric Brenneman ('19)
advanced to regionals in the
400 meter run, finishing 7th in
51.48 seconds and breaking
his own school record.

_ Eva Sargent ('20) set a
school record of 52.37
seconds in the 300-meter
R hurdles at sectionals but did
* not advance.

For more information on
spring sports see bethanycs.
net/spring-sectional-2018.

photos by Eric Kaufmann

“Jesus said to love
our neighbors and to
love our enemies. How
are we able to do so
with walls and borders
separating us? Instead,
shouldn’t our response
be welcoming?

No importa de donde
eres, estamos contentos
que seas vuestro vecino.
No matter where you
are from, we’re glad
you're our neighbor.

We lament the deaths
of many who have died
trying to come to a
“free” country.”

—Anna Smucker, 2018
Art Purchase Award
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Femi Hollinger-Janzen
("12) with Denise Risser
(‘89), administrative
assistant at Bethany
and one of Femi’s most
devoted fans.
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Femi, Futbol, and Faith

In an all-school chapel Femi Hollinger-
Janzen (’12), a pro soccer player for New
England, shared about the challenges of
college and professional settings where faith
isn’t valued like he experienced at Bethany.

Surrounded by many people with strong
egos, Femi appreciates having learned a
nonviolent approach to resolving differenc-
es growing up. While extensive travel is not
conducive to regular
participation in a faith
community, he does
participate in a Bible
study with several
other players. He also
deeply values the
community and sup-
port he experiences
from ongoing rela-
tionships with family,
church, and Bethany
friends/teachers.

Femi attributes his
success to hard work,
dedication, and caring
for his body (rest and
a healthy diet). Look-
ing back he realizes
too the importance
of his playing other
sports during middle
and high school,
which not only helped
him become a bet-
ter soccer player, but
made him into a more well-rounded per-
son—~not someone totally consumed by his
passion for soccet.

See online obituaries at
bethanycs.net/alumni/obits
Marietta (Hochstetler ’55) Slabach, Nappanee,
Ind., Jan. 31, 2018.
Marian (Weaver ’56) Troyer, Goshen, May 6, 2018.

Richard L. Cender (°59), Scottsdale, Ariz., Apr. 19,
2018.

John Wesley Mishler (°64), LaGrange, Ind.,
Dec. 26, 2017, in Catoosa, Okla.

Mark Yoder (*90), Goshen, Dec. 31, 2017.

Tina (Nunemaker *97) Cooper, Goshen, June 8,
2018.

Gladys Bontrager Miller (Staff *93-97), Goshen,
Feb. 20, 2018, while on cruise off the coast of Chile.

Brad (°98) and Megan Schrock, Knoxville, Tenn,
daughter Sadie Esther, Dec. 22, 2016.

Abby Nafziger (°02) and Alex Peterson, Goshen,
son Hans Vincent Nafziger-Peterson, April 26, 2018.
Laura (’03) and Nick Enzinna Sharp, North
Newton, Kan., son Jesse, Feb. 22, 2017.

Jes Stoltzfus Buller (°04) and Willian Murillo,
Goshen, daughter Belén Mae Stoltzfus Murillio,
Dec. 20, 2017. Grandparents are Jim ('71) and Jane
(71) Stoltzfus Buller.

Britta Albrecht (°05) and Wes Brockway, Santa Fe,
N.M., daughter Tuva Louise, Dec. 11, 2017.

Ben (°05) and Emily Martin, Goshen, daughter
Audrey Elise, Jan. 24, 2018.

Rebecca (Plaster ’05) and Joshua Davidhizar,
Goshen, son Warren Chatrles, May 27, 2018.
Naomi (Sohar ’05) and Nate Carpenter, Granger,
Ind., son Kendry Joshua, May 19, 2018.

Mark (°06) and Margaret Bauman, Goshen,
daughter Moriah Joy, April 26, 2018.

Trevor (°07) and Breanna Daugherty, Archbold
Ohio, daughter Elona Mae, May 20, 2018.

Alyssa (Jarvis *08) and Devo Miller, Goshen, son
Grant Cole, April 14, 2018. Grandmother is Elaine
(Helmuth ’75) Jarvis.

Jennifer (Snyder ’08) and Jeffrey Dombek,
Indianapolis, Ind., son Phillip Vincent, May 8, 2018.
Grandmother is Kim (Shank *79) Snyder.

Marriages

Jay Kauffman (*91) and Jeffrey Manning, Chicago,
111, May 20, 2017.

Erin Richard (°02) and Tom Fautz. Note correction
of last name from Winter 2017 BCS Bulletin.

Austin Scharf (°02) and Kevin Maloney, Hebron,
N.H., May 2017, now residing in Atlanta, Ga. Austin
teaches chemistry at Oxford College.

Marissa (Weldy ’10) and Bensly Melidor, Sarasota,
Fla., Dec. 17, 2017.

Galen Miller (°70), Goshen, received a national
award as CEO of Miller Poultry for a visionary
approach to animal welfare and commitment to
raising high quality, healthy chickens.

Doug Kaufman (’85), Goshen, is director of
pastoral ecology with the Center for Sustainable
Climate Solutions at Goshen College, working with
pastors on addressing ecological issues in worship.
He continues as co-pastor at Benton Mennonite
Church, where he has served for 18 years.

Chris Kingsley (°06), Goshen, has been selected as
the next president of LaCasa beginning August 2018.
YouJin Bae (’11) received a Doctor of Pharmacy
degree in May from Albany College of Pharmacy
and Health Sciences.



Casey Diener (‘05) Finds God Working in the Darkest Places

Casey Diener notes how attending chapels while

a student at Bethany helped shape his faith. This
year Casey had the opportunity to be one of several
alumni who return to Bethany each year to share
their faith stories and vocational callings in chapel,
helping shape a new generation of students who are
considering their own life paths.

Two young boys—cousins—tend their
sheep near Mosul, Iraq. A grenade falls
from the sky; one cousin’s hand is gone.
Casey Diener (°05), working as a nurse at
the emergency field hospital outside Mosul
in February 2017, is asked to calm the boy
since he speaks some Arabic. Kneeling
down, holding him, Casey softly recites the
Lord’s Prayer and the boy relaxes.

“In college, during a time of prayer,
I imagined myself in a war zone with my
stethoscope and guitar,” says Casey. “That
was my desire, to serve God in the darkest
place, but I never imagined it would actually

happen.”

Casey has numerous, and unfortunately,
similar, stories from his working 16 hour-
days—once for 14 days straight—in a war
zone for Samaritan’s Purse, an evangelical
Christian international relief organization.
Casey left that hospital experience with two
thoughts: “I never knew the extent of evil

!

Casey Diener ('0O5) uses both stethoscope and
guitar in his medical mission work.

man can go to, and in the darkness, the light
of Christ does shine brighter.”

Casey’s one-month stint in Iraq was in
the midst of serving two years as a medi-
cal missionary with World Medical Mission
(WMM) in Jordan and Bangladesh. While
Casey shared openly about his faith, his
ministry was also that of presence: crying
with, praying for, and showing love and
mercy to his patients. He was often asked,
“Why are you Christians serving us in this
way, when our own people are blowing us
up?”

During part of his service in Jordan,
Casey lived in the hospital compound,
which allowed him to relate more closely
with his patients: eating meals, playing vol-
leyball, and sharing stories as they hung out
together. He says, “In Arab culture, food
and time together is at the core of a rela-
tionship. I was able to see hearts changed as
the depth of the relationships served as a
bridge for them to hear the good news.”

Casey’s desire to serve God internation-
ally began as a young child and became a
reality following high school when he served
in Thailand with Reaching and Discipling;
“Bethany prepared me for my lifework, to
be daily aware of what God is doing, At-
tending chapels and having faith-based
teachers helped shape the mentality that
faith is a daily activity. It is not a finish, but
a journey in which I move forward with
growth.”

During college Casey’s interest devel-
oped more specifically into medical mis-
sions, so after college he served short-term
in Turkey and Uganda. He then returned to
the U.S. for two years to gain further nurs-
ing experience before serving with WMM.
Currently, Casey works as an ER nurse at
Lutheran Hospital in Fort Wayne, Ind, gain-
ing trauma experience to better equip him
for further disaster relief work, as he antici-
pates God calling him back to the interna-
tional medical mission field.

Casey Diener ('05)

Next Alumni
Weekend

The next alumni
weekend will be

Sept. 22, 2018,

with reunions for
classes ending in

3 or 8. Information
and registration will
be available online

by mid-August at
bethanycs.net/reunions.
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Eileen Becker-Hoover Retires After 33 Years Teaching at Bethany

Eileen Becker-Hoover (F79-82, 83-85, 90-18) retired at the
end of the 2017-18 school year, becoming the fourth teacher to
serve at Bethany for more than 30 years: Lester Culp (1954-87),
Royal Baner (1955-88), and Dan Bodiker (1964-). Following
are excerpts from Bible teacher Dale Shenk’s tribute to Eileen.

The name of Bethany’s 50th anniversary history
book is “Hearing Our Teacher’s Voice.” The most obvi-
ous interpretation of that phrase is connected to Jesus.
At another level it is a reference to what students do in
our classroom. But I'm also intrigued with the way as
teachers we hear each other’s voices.

Eileen has had three voices for me. First, is her
direct, honest, sometimes abrupt voice. Eileen and I
have shared a common wall between our classrooms for
21 years. When my class activities included commotion
and noise, sometimes Eileen would come to my room
and say, ‘Dale, your music/
movie/students are too
loud.” At first I assumed
Eileen was unhappy with
my teaching, As a passive-
aggressive Swiss Menno-
nite I had to learn that she
did not mean I was a bad
person, but simply that
my activity was too loud. I
continue to covet her skill
of giving direction without
making it personal.

Second I have heard
her voice reminding me
to listen more carefully to

students who have things to say, but do not have the
courage or skills to push their way into the conversa-
tion—helping to give students a voice.

Third I have heard Eileen talk about new things she
is trying. Her willingness to be vulnerable and experi-
ment with change at this stage in her teaching career
has been an important part of our school and a good
challenge for me.

We all have voices, and what is fascinating about an
institution is that it too has a voice. This cumulative
voice is always shifting and changing as the cultural and
religious context changes and as students and teachers
change. Fileen, your voice has been an important part
of Bethany’s voice. Next year the voice of the school
will be different.

Eileen Becker-Hoover with yearbook senior editors Anna Smucker and Sierra Campbell.



