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Cover photo: Primary 
and core subject teach-
ers in grades 4-8: Adam 
Friesen Miller (grade 
4), Katelyn Nussbaum 
(grade 5), Evie Nafziger 
(Language Arts 7-8), 
Bradley Sandlin (Lan-
guage Arts 7-8),  Linda 
Hochstetler (grade 5), 
Juanita Hershberger 
(grade 6), Matt Miller 
(Bible and Social Studies 
7-8), John Mast (Math 
7-8), Cheryl Mast (Sci-
ence 7-8), Beth Grieser 
(grade 6).

Some time ago Bethany made the decision 
to not let our academic program be driven 
by standardized testing. We understand 
that social, emotional, and spiritual growth 
are every bit as important as academic 
progress. Consider for example, the middle 
grade experience highlighted on pages 4-5. 
Yes, read it! You will see that not only are 
students known and valued for who they 
are, but also through faith practices learn 
to value and treat others with dignity.

Teachers also help students develop the 
habits of  mind that equip them for liv-
ing lives of  consequence: at home, in the 
workplace, and in faith communities. By 
infusing academic knowledge with faith 
practices, students understand how to use 
knowledge to build community with ethi-
cal integrity.

This fall I had the privilege of  spending 
time with alumni who came back for the 
theater reunion benefit show. It was obvi-
ous that for these alumni, theater changed 
their lives in ways that they could not have 

imagined during high school. “Knowing 
myself, understanding emotions, having 
presence, confidence and broad perspec-
tive,” states Mitch Stutzman, are skills 
“learned from theater director Talashia 
[Keim Yoder] and other teachers who 
were invested in me, even when I was not 
invested in their class.”  

As you leaf  through this issue of  the 
BCS Bulletin, I encourage you to think 
about your own experience with Bethany. 
What was it that profoundly shaped you? 
Do you have a story that highlights the 
interplay between the self  and community, 
similar to the stories shared by KP’s men-
tees (p. 3)?

I am interested in 
hearing your stories. 
Feel free to stop by 
or to shoot me an 
email, tclehman@
bethanycs.net.

—Tim Lehman

From the Head of School

50-year reunion, class of ’68: front Wilmer Hollinger (sponsor), John Bauman, David Weldy, 
Elroy Bontrager, Owen Weaver, Dan Shenk, Terry Martin, Vert Troyer; row 2 Audrey (Gingerich) 
Miller, Jeanette (Miller) Patches, Peggy (Troyer) Garcia, Dorothy (Crilow) Schreck, Irene (Burkey) 
Hargrove, Jan (Riegsecker) Yoder, Anne Birky, Sharon (Yoder) Heatwole, Rosalie Yoder; row 3  
Mickey (Sullivan) Bontrager, Carol (Helmuth) Honderich, Kathy (Bennett) Stiffney, Gloria (Miller) 
Holub, Rachel A. (Miller) Miller, Cheryl Miller, Linda “Pert” (Miller) Shetler, Mary (Bontrager) 
Lakner, Barbara (Helmuth) Albrecht, Donna (Shrock) Quiring; row 4 John Miller, Ray Nussbaum, 
Martin Honderich, Wes Yoder, Jane (Murray) Miller, Brenda (Tyson) Buller, Julia (Hartman) Stech, 
Merle Christner, Paul Hartman, Jerry Albrecht; back Daryl Zook, Robert Graber, Gary Miller, 
Don Chupp, Elroy Miller.

Alumni Reunions
Class reunion photos from 2018 can be viewed at bethanycs.net/alumni-weekend-2018.

The next alumni reunion will be Sept. 28, 2019, with reunions for classes ending in 4 or 9. 
Registration will be available online in summer 2019 at bethanycs.net/reunions.

Alumni
News
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New employees: Brad Sandlin, language arts; Elizabeth Franks-North, English; Katelyn Nussbaum, 
grade 5; Trish Yoder, enrollment director. Read more about them at bethanycs.net/content/new-
faculty-2018 and find out who previously taught/student-taught at Bethany, who previously 
coached at Bethany, and who plays in several ultimate frisbee leagues—all have multiple answers.

Faith Stories Shared
Students from Krysten Parson’s mentee 
group are sharing in chapel their stories of  
pain and joy as they learn to navigate their 
teen years and grow in faith. Two of  these 
have been juniors Emma Thomas (left) and 
Jadyn Kaufmann.

Emma shared her journey from bitter-
ness and self-centeredness to learning to 
live a life of  joy (read at bethanycs.net/chapel-ethomas18); Jadyn shared how the Beth
any community helped her overcome adversity (read at bethanycs.net/community-vb18).

Above, Bethany students serving with Habitat 
for Humanity in Texas in January 2016. This 
year another Interterm group will participate 
in a build in Elkhart County, March 18-22.  

Habitat Panel Build
Saturday, March 16

Join the Bethany Community
bethanycs.net/habitatbuild2019

Theater Reunion Benefit Show: 
Over 50 former and current Bethany 
thespians raised more than $10,000 
for Bethany theater over Labor Day 
weekend as they performed songs 
from musicals over the past 14 
years. Some have pursued careers 
in professional theater, including 
Stephanie Hollenberg (’07) and 

Jay Mast (’08), pictured performing “The Heather 
on the Hill” (Brigadoon) at the reunion show and 
in 2005-06. Watch excerpts and read cast bios at 
bethanycs.net/theater-reunion-2018.

Asenath Odondi (from 
Kenya) serves as a 
teaching assistant in 
math classes this year. 
See bethanycs.net/
odondi18.

Campus
News
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Learning 
That 
Lasts

Integrating 
Faith and 
Academics
Since the fourth-
grade Indiana history  
textbook that most 
schools use has just 
one paragraph regard-
ing the forced re-
moval of Potawatomi 
from Indiana in 1838, 
Bethany teacher 
Adam Friesen Miller 
takes his students to 
visit sites along this 
Trail of Death near 
Plymouth and Roch-
ester.

Students ponder is-
sues of justice and 
express compassion 
as they hear stories, 
sing songs, and read 
litanies of lament 
and blessing at these 
sites.

“We shouldn’t for-
get their story so we 
don’t do something 
like this again,” con-
cluded one student.

“It's moments like 
these, where we 
can see God work-
ing through 9 and 
10 year olds, that fill 
me with hope," says 
Adam.

An increase in applicants for fifth grade last 
spring led Bethany to add a second section 
for this school year.

So why are parents choosing Bethany for 
their children prior to high school?

Mentoring Individual Identity Within 
a Diverse but Close-Knit Community

The Marzouk family chose Bethany 
partially for strong academics, but also for 
an environment that allows students to build 
healthy relationships with people who are 
different from them. Bethany students are 
quite diverse, representing 23 faith groups; 
and one-third identify as African-American, 
Asian, Hispanic, or multi-racial. As seventh-
grader Jessica Ortiz-Perez says, “Everyone is 
accepted here, no matter their race.” 

The Marzouks have been pleased with 
their expectations: “Teachers work with 
our daughter on her areas of  growth and 
mentor her as she navigates academics and 
life skills.” In Bethany’s mentoring program 
students meet regularly with teachers not 
only to discuss academic accountability, but 
to process questions pertaining to faith or 
life issues.

Katelyn Nussbaum, who teaches the 
newly-added fifth grade section, says, “Our 
emphasis on students as people and our 

Grade 5 Expands as More Parents Choose Bethany
class as a family helps students realize that 
they matter so much more than just how 
they perform academically.”

Creative Learning

While Bethany does participate in stan-
dardized testing and addresses individual 
areas of  deficiency, curriculum is not driven 
or controlled by testing—though Bethany 
did receive an A on the most recent Depart-
ment of  Education report card! Bethany’s 
administration allows teachers freedom to 
design their own curriculum to meet state 
guidelines and try new approaches to teach-
ing that meet the individual needs of  stu-
dents across the learning spectrum.

These creative approaches often provide 
hands-on, experiential learning. For ex-
ample, fifth grade science students explore 
Bethany’s wetlands and learn about the life 
cycles of  butterflies—not just from a text-
book—but by raising them in their class-
room where they observe the stages from 
caterpillar to pupa to butterfly. And then 
they have fun releasing them into the wild!

Experiential learning extends beyond the 
classroom as frequent field trips, especially 
in grades 4-6, create excitement for learn-
ing and connect with topics being studied in 
real-life situations.

Benji Fleming and classmates watch with wonder as Daphne Diener releases a Monarch butterfly.
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Faith
That
Lives

Mentoring Faith
Middle school is full 
of drama, and it is a 
privilege to help remind 
students that Jesus is 
present in that drama.

During mentoring I had 
a student share that 
he was angry with a 
family member. As 
we talked the situa-
tion through, I asked 
him where he thought 
Jesus was in the situ-
ation. He said that he 
didn’t know—maybe 
standing outside the 
door.

I asked him if he’d 
open the door and let 
Jesus into the situa-
tion. He did, and then 
in our subsequent 
prayer he was able to 
forgive his family mem-
ber and come up with 
a plan of reconciliation.

—Matt Miller, Bible and 
social studies

“Bethany is a place where students are known and valued 
and offered grace as they grow and make mistakes.”

—Juanita Hershberger, grade 6 teacher

A highlight for many students in grades 
6-8 is Wilderness Experience. In this two-
day overnight field trip, students participate 
in community-building activities and learn 
outdoor survival skills such as orienteering 
and building fires to cook their meals.

Math and special education teacher John 
Mast looks forward to this time with stu-
dents: “To spend a couple of  days camping 
with eighth graders is awesome. A different 
kind of  learning happens, which is as im-
portant and engaging as classroom learning. 
Relationships are developed and enhanced.”

Relationships between teachers and stu-
dents grow as they interact in extracurricular 
opportunites: sports, music, drama, speech 
and debate, and chess to name a few. Drama 
director and Language Arts teacher Evie 
Nafziger says, “Bethany does a great job of  
encouraging students to try new things, even 
if  they are shy about it. It is amazing to see 
kids come out of  their shell and succeed at 
things they don’t think they are capable of.”

Faith

Bethany weaves Christian teachings into 
the entire curriculum and nurtures faith 
development seamlessly throughout the 
Bethany experience—in class, on the court 
or stage, through one-to-one mentoring, 
and in chapels.

Science students, for example, discuss 
Christian faith and ethics when studying 
disease and medical treatments or marvel 
together at God’s creation as they study 
the complexity of  the human body and the 
intracacies of  our natural world.

Fifth grade teacher Linda Hochstetler 
values this freedom to instill faith within the 
fabric of  the class community. “Our class-
room motto this year is ‘Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor?’ For Language Arts we read the 
book, Loser, in which a young boy was con-
stantly misunderstood and excluded from 

things at school. We talked about how we 
treat each other and ways in which God says 
we should treat people—to live in commu-
nity and be good neighbors.”

Biblical instruction takes place more 
systematically in chapels and Bible courses 
at each grade level. Students acquire bibli-
cal knowledge, encounter God at work as 
they serve others, and become a community 
as they daily share and pray together. Eighth 
graders reflect on their faith learning by writ-
ing a paper which asks, “Who is Jesus and 
how should I respond to Him?”

Bob and Pamela Yoder, parents of  two 
Bethany students, were looking foremost for 
a school that could provide a well-rounded 
education where their children felt at home. 
“We were also excited about a place that 
incorporated faith and ethics into real-life 
ways that would foster a lifelong orientation 
toward following Jesus—and we have not 
been disappointed. We feel as parents that 
we are partners with teachers in our chil-
dren’s education.”

Filling Manna packs for Feed My Starving 
Children are fifth graders Mira Yoder, Calista 
Marzouk, Jennifer Rios, and Daphne Diener.
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Notes

Jeremy Kauffman (’92) and family moved back 
to Goshen this summer; he is executive director of  
Community Health Clinic in Topeka, Ind.
Eric (’98) and Julie Yoder lead Mennonite Mission 
Network’s Service Adventure Unit in Johnston, Pa.
Andy Gingerich (’01) began in July 2018 as associ-
ate planner for the City of  Grand Junction, Colo.
Jes Stoltzfus Buller (’03), Goshen, received Goshen 
College’s 2018 Young Alumni Award. She served as a 
facilitator and community organizer with Mennonite 
Central Committee in Colombia (2008-16) and now 
as peace education coordinator for MCC U.S.
Katie Hurst (’14) received a Hoosier State Press As-
sociation Award while editor of  Goshen College Record. 
In November she completed a year-long internship 
at Disney and now is a creative writer at Everence.
Byron Shenk (F’63-64), McMinnville, Ore., received 
Goshen College’s 2018 Dr. Roman Gingerich Cham-
pion of  Character Award. He recently retired as a 
full-time professor of  physical education at George 
Fox University, having taught also at Goshen College 
and Eastern Mennonite University.

Campus
News

Marriages

Karen Weldy (’69) and Doug Brown, Indianapolis, 
Ind., March 13, 2018.
Dawn Leatherman (’84) and John McCarty, 
Goshen, Sept. 9, 2018. She began as a nurse/case 
manager for home care patients in October 2017.
Andrea Yoder (’95) and Jason Frontera, Boston, 
Mass., Sept. 17, 2017.
Joanna Shenk (’01) and Eric Lawrence, San 
Francisco, Calif. Also this year she was ordained 
at First Mennonite Church and published a book, 
The Movement Makes Us Human: An Interview with Dr. 
Vincent Harding on Mennonites, Vietnam and MLK. 
Sarah Thompson (’02) and Jonathan Brenneman 
(choosing married name of  Nahar), Sept. 21-23, 
2018. They will be 2019 Rotary International Peace 
Fellows in Thailand.
Sara Alvarez (’08) and Adam Waugh, Goshen, 
July 28, 2018.
Nicole Yoder (’08) and Jonathon Wheeler, Goshen, 
Oct. 20, 2018.
Chelsea Noble (’09) and Jeremy Thomas (’09), 
Chicago, Ill., July 28, 2018.
Karli Graybill (’10, staff  ’14- ) and A.J. Newcomer 
(’12), Goshen, Oct. 20, 2018.
Christine Minter (’11) and Jake Hemmerling, 
Carmel, Ind., Aug. 18, 2018.
Tyler Brenneman (’13) and Claire Fry, 
Harrisonburg, Va., Aug. 4, 2018.
Joshua Helmuth (’13) and Erika Byler, Goshen, 
June 24, 2018.
Joel Gonzales (staff  ’16- ) and Brook Hostetter, 
Goshen, Oct. 21, 2018.

See online obituaries at 
bethanycs.net/alumni/obits

Charles D. Yoder (’56), Goshen, July 14, 2018.
Myrna (Miller ’58) Kauffman, Goshen, Sept. 24, 
2018.
Verlin Chupp (’64), Goshen, Nov. 16, 2018. Wife is 
Karen (Kuhns ’64) Chupp.
Scott Mark (’84), Elkhart, Nov. 9, 2018.
Carl Dintaman (ng’64), Goshen, Oct. 19, 2018.
Daniel W. Miller (’67), Middlebury, Sept. 20, 2018.
Paul J. Nelson (’69), Souderton, Pa., Sept. 13, 2018.
Grant Newcomer (’91), LaGrange, June 30, 2018.
Robert Ewing (F’54-59), Heath, Ohio, May 20, 2018.
Pauline Fisher (F’61-62), Goshen, July 14, 2018.

Miriam Bontreger (S’67-68), Goshen, June 18, 2018.

Deaths

Births

Jill Landis Jha (’94) and Kumar Anuraj Jha (died 
Nov. 30, 2017 in Sudan), Goshen, daughter, Anjali 
Moon, June 6, 2018.
Jenna (’03) Liechty and Peter Martin, Cassopolis, 
Mich., daughter Mae Lillian, Apr. 21, 2018.
Luke (’04) and Rachel Yoder Penner, Goshen, 
daughter Margaret June, June 5, 2018.
Charity (’05) Grimes and Matt Bauman, Chicago, 
Ill., daughter Lena Marie Bauman, Sept 28, 2018.
Mary Jo (Martin ’03) and Troy Sands, Goshen, son 
Zachary Jordan, July 5, 2018.
Seth (’04) and Ulrika Miller, Middlebury, daughter 
Nadia Abigail, Oct. 5, 2018.
Cristina (DeLeeuw ’06) and Evan Giles, Elkhart, 
son Oliver Gabriel, June 7, 2018.
Daniel (’06) and Ally Mast, Goshen, son Beck 
Lloyd, Aug. 9, 2018.
Kelsie (’06) and Adam (F’12-) Friesen Miller, 
Goshen, daughter Ada Kathryn, July 6, 2018.
Elizabeth Nafziger (’06) and Jordan Miller, 
Ann Arbor, Mich., daughter Cora Joy, Dec. 2, 2018.
Andy (’06) and Nikki Shenk, Cincinnati, Ohio, son 
Henry Coffman, May 20, 2018.
Keren (Martin ’07) and Wes Klassen (’07), 
Goshen, daughter Eliza Renee, Sept. 7, 2018.
Phil (’07) and Anne Shenk, Muncie, Ind., son Levi 
Scott, Dec. 3, 2018.
Sarah (Lederman ’09) and Alex Roth, Goshen, son 
Preston Elliot, Apr. 27, 2018.
Jordan (’09) and Taylor Weaver, Elkhart, son 
Charlie James, Aug. 18, 2018. 
Will (’09) and Abby Troyer, Goshen, daughter 
Alena Jane, Dec. 4, 2018.
Brandon (’11) and Melissa Sharkey, Goshen, 
daughter Emma Rose, Sept. 22. 2018.
Taylor (Christophel ’12) and James Funderburg, 
Goshen, daughter Maya Jane, Oct. 9, 2018.
Danielle (Yoder ’16) and Justin Smith, Goshen, 
daughter Natahsa Bailey, Oct. 1, 2018.

Donate Online
Donations to Bethany 
may be made online at 
bethanycs.net/donate.

Social Media
For photos and news 
follow Bethany on

Instagram
/BethanyChristianSchools

Facebook

school news/photos
/BethanyChristianSchools 

athletics
/bleedingbruinblue

Nathan (F’10-15) and Grace Swartzendruber, 
Coralville, Iowa, son Ezra Lee, Sept. 19, 2018.
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Alumni
News

Kevin Nice (’96) works as a financial advisor 
for Everence, helping others plan for the 
future—often to benefit their children and 
the church. For Kevin and his wife Wendy 
(Yoder ’97) investing in family and church is 
also part of  the present.

Like their parents before them, Kevin 
and Wendy are making a financial sacrifice 
to send their children to Bethany, but one 
they find worthwhile, saying, “We are invest-
ing in our children and also investing in the 
church. Perhaps two of  the most important 
uses for our money.”

Kevin and Wendy fondly remember their 
time at Bethany, including beginning a rela-
tionship that led to their marriage in 1999. 
While students at Bethany, they valued the 
community and friendships they formed, 
the opportunity to be involved in a variety 
of  extracurricular activities, and the focus 
on God. In particular Wendy recalls memo-
rizing the Sermon on the Mount for Bible 
class: “I can’t say I still know the whole 
thing by heart, but spending so much time 
with it has allowed those verses to really 
settle in and continue to affect me today.” 

Yet despite these fond memories, Kevin 
and Wendy weren’t planning to send their 
children to Bethany until high school,  
as they were content with their public 
school—Kevin was an elementary school 
teacher at the time—and had questions 
about transportation and the financial com-
mitment needed. However, after their oldest 
daughter, Annika, visited Bethany during 
her fourth grade year, their plans changed.

Annika came home excited about the 
smaller class size and how teachers and 
students—especially some of  the volleyball 
players—welcomed her into the Bethany 
community. Bethany continues to be a place 
Annika wants to be: “I love that at Bethany 
we can talk about God. It’s a safe place and 
if  anyone is going through anything, people 
do their best to help. I also really enjoy the 
opportunities we get at Bethany such as ski 
trip, Interterm, and Wilderness Experience.”

Her sister Cassia now attends Bethany 
too. She values how easy it has been to make 
friends and knows everyone in her grade. “I 
also feel a closer connection to teachers here 
because you get a lot of  one-on-one time 
with them,” says Cassia.

Kevin and Wendy are glad that they 
decided to send their children to Bethany 
earlier than planned—even though it meant 
a greater sacrifice. “We appreciate the 
way that Bethany invests in our children.
The teachers, administrators, and coaches 
genuinely care about our kids and encourage 
their social and spiritual growth, as well as 
academic growth.”

The Nice family attends Pleasant View 
Church, where both Kevin and Wendy grew 
up. They have served on numerous church 
committees, as youth sponsors, mentors, 
and Sunday school teachers. Wendy works 
privately as an American Sign Language in-
terpreter, serves as a court-appointed special 
advocate for abused and neglected children, 
and coaches middle school volleyball at 
Bethany. In addition to serving as a financial 
advisor, Kevin is involved with the Goshen 
Chamber of  Commerce Ambassadors and 
Real Men Read (a United Way program).

Nice and Yoder Families Invest in Family and Church

Kev i n  and  Wendy 
Nice (center )  with 
children Cassia, Annika 
(kneeling), and Orion, 
a long with Kevin’s 
parents Marilyn and 
Leroy Nice (left) and 
Wendy’s parents Ruthie 
and Wes Yoder (’68). 
Both of their mothers 
took jobs to help make 
it possible for Kevin, 
Wendy, and their siblings 
to attend Bethany. 
In fact both worked 
at Bethany: Marilyn 
Nice (1992-2014) as 
a cafeteria aide and 
Ruthie Yoder (1987-
2016) as a cafeteria 
aide and custodian.
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Sectional Champions 2018
Volleyball won its fourth sectional (first since 
2001). At regionals, the Bruins came back 
from a two-set deficit to defeat No. 3 ranked 
Morgan Township before losing to Pioneer in 
the championship in four sets.

Boys soccer won its second consecutive 
sectional (program’s sixth). In regionals the 
Bruins lost to Argos 1-0, a team they had de-
feated 4-3 a week before to win the Northern 
Indiana Soccer Conference championship. 
Cedric Brenneman set a school record for 
most goals in a season (41) and was one of  18 
players to be named 1st Team All-State.

Read more at bethanycs.net/fall-sports-2018.


