
 

CORE LITERATURE LIST 

GRADES: PK THROUGH 8 

PK, TK, KINDER: 

1. “The Rainbow Fish,” by Marcus Pfister,  ISBN: 978-1-55858-009-1 

2. “Pete the Cat, I Love My White Shoes,” by Eric Litwin, ISBN: 978-0-06-190622-0 

3. “Mother Goose,” by Sylvia Long, ISBN: 978-0-8118-2088-2 

4. “Bat Loves the Night,” by Nicola Davies, ISBN: 978-0-7636-2438-5 

5. “Mañana Iguana,” by Ann Whiteford Paul, ISBN: 978-0-8234-1980-7 

6. “The Three Little Pigs,” by James Marshall, ISBN: 978-0-14-055742-8 

7. “The Art Lesson,” by Tomie dePaola, ISBN: 978-0-698-11572-9 

8. “Hi! Fly Guy,” by Tedd Arnold (Scholastic), ISBN:  978-0-439-85311-8 

9. “My Five Senses,” by Aliki, ISBN:  978-0-06-238192-7 

10. “I Want To Be,” (Any in the series): 

o “I Want To Be A Mechanic,” by Dan Liebman, ISBN: 1-55297-693-9 

o “I Want to be a Librarian,” by Dan Liebman, ISBN: 1-55297-689-0 

o “I Want To Be A Musician,” by Dan Liebman, ISBN: 1-55297-759-5 

11. “The Little Red Hen,” by Paul Galdone, ISBN: 978-0-547-37018-7 

12. “Big Al,” by Andrew Clements Yoshi, ISBN: 978-0-689-81722-9 

13. “Froggy Gets Dressed,” by Jonathan London, ISBN: 978-0-14-054457-2 

14. “Corduroy,” by Don Freeman, ISBN: 978-0-14-050173-5 

15. “National Geographic Kids,” (Any in the series): 

o “Lions,” by Laura Marsh, ISBN: 978-1-4263-1939-6 

o “Owls,” by Laura Marsh, ISBN: 978-1-4263-1743-9 

o “Water,” by Melissa Stewart, ISBN: 978-1-4263-1474-2 

16. “Goldilocks and the Three Bears,” by Jim Aylesworth, ISBN: 978-0-439-39545-8 

GRADE 1: 

1. “DK Readers,” (Any in the Series):  

o “Dinosaur Dinners,” by Lee Davis, ISBN: 978-1-4654-3492-0 

o “Star Wars – Ready, Set Podrace!” by Simon Beecroft, ISBN: 978-0-7566-3274-8 

o “Shark ATTACK!” by Cathy East Dubowski, ISBN: 978-1-4654-3506-4 

2. “A Chair For My Mother,” by Vera B. Williams, ISBN: 978-0-688-04074-1 

3. “Little Bear,” by Else Holmelund Minarlk, ISBN: 978-0-06-444004-2 

4. “Starfish,” by Edith Thacher Hurd, ISBN: 978-0-06-445198-7 

5. “The Story of Ruby Bridges,” (Special Anniversary Edition) by Robert Cole, ISBN: 978-0-439-47226-5 

6. “Cora Cooks Pancit,” by Dorina K. Lazo Gilmore, ISBN: 978-1-885008-48-0 

7. “The Three Little Javelinas,” by Susan Lowell, ISBN:  978-0-87358-955-0 

8. “Dusty Locks & the Three Bears,” by Susan Lowell, ISBN:  978-0-8050-7534-2 

9. “A Grand Old Tree,” by Mary Newell DePalma, ISBN:  978-0-439-62334-6 

10. “Carlos and the Squash Plant,” by Jan Romero Stevens, ISBN: 978-0-87358-625-2 

11. “Zin! Zin! Zin! A Violin,” by Lloyd Moss, ISBN: 978-0-689-83524-7 

12. “The Frog and Toad Collection,” by Arnold Lobel, ISBN: 978-0-06-058086-5 

13. “Frog and Toad Storybook Treasury,” by Arnold Lobel, ISBN: 978-0-06-229258-2 

 

 

 



GRADE 2: 

1. “Amelia Bedelia,” by Peggy Parish, ISBN: 978-0-06-444155-1 

2. “Charlotte’s Web,” by E.B. White, ISBN:  978-0-06-440055-8 

3. “Magic Tree House,” (books with non-fiction paired text), by Mary Pope Osborne, ISBN: 978-0-375-81365-8 

o “Dinosaurs Before Dark,” by Mary Pope Osborne, ISBN: 978-0-375-80296-6 

o “Fact Tracker: Dinosaurs,” by Will Osborne and Mary Pope Osborne, ISBN: 978-0-375-80296-6 

o “Mummies in the Morning,” by Mary Pope Osborne, ISBN: 978-0-679-82424-4 

o “Fact Tracker: Mummies & Pyramids,” by Will & Mary Pope Osborne, ISBN: 978-0-375-80298-0 

4. “Martin Luther King, Jr. and the March on Washington,” by Frances E. Ruffin, ISBN: 978-0-448-42421-7 

5. “Count Me A Rhyme,” by Jane Yolen, ISBN: 978-1-62091-733-6 

6. “So You Want to Be President?” by Judith St. George & David Small, ISBN: 978-0-399-24317-2 

7. “Chrysanthemum,” by Kevin Henkes, ISBN: 978-0-688-14732-7 

8. “Ruth and the Green Book,” by Calvin Alexander Ramsey with Gwen Strauss, ISBN: 978-0-7613-5255-6 

9. “Cook-A-Doodle-Doo,” by Janet Stevens & Susan Stevens Crummel, ISBN: 978-0-152-0565-82 

10. “Aesop’s Fables,” Illustrated by Charles Santore, ISBN: 978-1-4027-8412-5 

11. “Tops and Bottoms,” by Janet Stevens, ISBN: 978-0-152-92851-3 

     GRADE 3:  

1. “Sarah, Plain & Tall,” by Patricia MacLachlan, ISBN: 978-0-06-440205-7 

2. “The Keeping Quilt,” by Patricia Polacco, ISBN: 978-0-689-84447-8 

3. “Boy, Were We Wrong About Dinosaurs!,” by Kathleen V. Kudlinski, ISBN: 978-0-14-241193-3 

4. “Where Do Polar Bears Live?” by Sarah L. Thomson, ISBN: 978-0-06-157517-4 

5. Poem: “Your World,” by Georgia Douglas Johnson 

6. “A Boy Called Slow,” by Joseph Bruchac, ISBN: 978-0-698-11616-0 

7. “The Chocolate Touch,” by Patrick Skene Catling, ISBN: 978-0-688-16133-0 

8. “Picture Book Biographies,” (Any in the series),  

o “A Picture Book of Helen Keller,” by David Adler, ISBN: 978-0-8234-0950-1 

     

 GRADE 4:  

1. “By The Great Horn Spoon,” by Sid Flesichman, ISBN: 978-0-316-28612-1 

2. “Frindle,” by Andrew Clements, ISBN: 978-0-689-81876-9 

3. “Flush,” by Carl Hiaasen, ISBN: 978-0-375-86125-3 

4. “The One and Only Ivan,” by Katherine Applegate, ISBN: 978-0-06-199227-8 

5.  “The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind,” (Scholastic Version) by William Kamkwamba, ISBN: 978-0-545-59188-1 

6. “Casey At The Bat,” by Ernest Lawrence Thayer, ISBN: 978-0-698-11557-6 

7. “McHiggins, The Great,” by Virginia Hamilton, ISBN: 978-1-4169-1407-5 

 

       GRADE 5: 

1. “Bud, Not Buddy,” by Christopher Paul Curtis, ISBN: 978-0-553-49410-5 

2. “Esperanza Rising,” by Pam Munoz Ryan, ISBN: 978-0-439-12042-5 

3. “Maniac Magee,” by Jerry Spinelli, ISBN: 978-0-316-80906-1 

4. “Tuck Everlasting,” by Natalie Babbitt, ISBN: 978-0-312-36981-1 

5. “Eating the Plates,” by Lucilee Recht Penner, ISBN: 978-0-698-81541-6 

6. Poem: “Little Red Riding Hood and The Wolf,” by Roald Dahl 

7. “Starry Messenger,” by Peter Sis, ISBN: 978-0-374-47027-2 

       GRADE 6: 

1. “Where the Red Fern Grows,” by Wilson Rawls, ISBN: 978-0-440-41267-0 

2. “The Watsons Go To Birmingham,” by Christopher Paul Curtis, ISBN: 978-0-440-41412-4 

3. “Any Small Goodness,” by Tony Johnston, ISBN: 978-0-439-23384-2 

4. “Among The Hidden,” by Margaret Peterson Haddix, ISBN: 978-0-689-82475-3 

5. “They Broke The Law - You Be The Judge,” by Judge Tom Jacobs, ISBN: 978-1-57542-134-6 

6. “Freedom Walkers,” by Russell Freedman, ISBN: 978-0-8234-2195-4 

7. “D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths,” by Ingri & Edgar Parin D’Aulaire’s, ISBN: 0-440-40694-3 

8. Poem: “Paul Revere’s Ride,” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 



 

      GRADE 7: 

1. “The Outsiders,” by S.E. Hinton, ISBN: 0-14-240733-x 

2. “When You Reach Me,” by Rebecca Stead, ISBN: 978-0-375-85086-8 

3. “A Long Walk To Water,” by Linda Sue Park, ISBN: 978-0-547-57731-9 

4. “Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children,” by Ransom Riggs, ISBN: 978-1-59474-603-1 

5. “Ender’s Game,” by Orson Scott Card, ISBN: 978-0-7653-3732-0 

6. Poem: “Twelfth Song of Thunder,”  Navajo Tradition 

7. Poem: “I, Too,” by Langston Hughes 

8. Poem: “Oranges,” by Gary Sots 

      GRADE 8: 

1. “Pirates!” by Celina Rees, ISBN: 978-1-58234-665-6 

2. “The Nazi Hunters,” by Neal Bascomb, ISBN: 978-0-545-43099-9 

3. “The Boy  in the Striped Pajamas,” by John Boyne, ISBN: 978-0-385-75153-7 

4. “Tracking Trash,” by Loree Griffin Burns, ISBN: 978-0-547-32860-7 

5. “Breaker Boys: How a Photograph Helped End Child Labor,” by Michael Burgan, ISBN: 978-0-7565-4510-9 

6. Poem: “Jabberwocky,” by Lewis Carroll 
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