
7th Grade Book Titles Criteria 

Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card Science Fiction, 
Ethics, 
Technology 

Intense is the word for Ender's Game. Aliens have attacked Earth twice and almost destroyed the human species. To make 
sure humans win the next encounter, the world government has taken to breeding military geniuses -- and then training them in 
the arts of war... The early training, not surprisingly, takes the form of 'games'... Ender Wiggin is a genius among geniuses; he 
wins all the games... He is smart enough to know that time is running out. But is he smart enough to save the planet? 

Lexile: 780 

Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs Mystery 

As a kid, Jacob formed a special bond with his grandfather over his bizarre tales and photos of levitating girls and invisible boys. 
Now at 16, he is reeling from the old man's unexpected death. Then Jacob is given a mysterious letter that propels him on a 
journey to the remote Welsh island where his grandfather grew up. There, he finds the children from the photographs--alive and 
well--despite the islanders’ assertion that all were killed decades ago. As Jacob begins to unravel more about his grandfather’s 
childhood, he suspects he is being trailed by a monster only he can see. A haunting and out-of-the-ordinary read, debut author 
Ransom Rigg’s first-person narration is convincing and absorbing, and every detail he draws our eye to is deftly woven into an 
unforgettable whole. Interspersed with photos throughout, Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children is a truly atmospheric 
novel with plot twists, turns, and surprises that will delight readers of any age. 

Lexile: 890 

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton Realistic Fiction 

According to Ponyboy, there are two kinds of people in the world: greasers and socs. A soc (short for "social") has money, can 
get away with just about anything, and has an attitude longer than a limousine. A greaser, on the other hand, always lives on 
the outside and needs to watch his back. Ponyboy is a greaser, and he's always been proud of it, even willing to rumble against 
a gang of socs for the sake of his fellow greasers--until one terrible night when his friend Johnny kills a soc. The murder gets 
under Ponyboy's skin, causing his bifurcated world to crumble and teaching him that pain feels the same whether a soc or a 
greaser. This classic, written by S. E. Hinton when she was 16 years old, is as profound today as it was when it was first 
published in 1967. 

Lexile: 750 

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead Historical Fiction, 
Mystery 

Shortly after sixth-grader Miranda and her best friend Sal part ways, for some inexplicable reason her once familiar world turns 
upside down. Maybe it's because she's caught up in reading A Wrinkle in Time and trying to understand time travel, or perhaps 
it's because she's been receiving mysterious notes which accurately predict the future. Rebecca Stead's poignant novel, When 
You Reach Me, captures the interior monologue and observations of kids who are starting to recognize and negotiate the 
complexities of friendship and family, class and identity. Set in New York City in 1979, the story takes its cue from beloved 
Manhattan tales for middle graders like E.L. Konigsburg's From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, Louise 
Fitzhugh's Harriet the Spy, and Norma Klein's Mom the Wolfman and Me. Like those earlier novels, When You Reach Me will 
stir the imaginations of young readers curious about day-to-day life in a big city. --Lauren Nemroff  

Lexile: 750 
Yearling 
Newbery 



A Long Walk to Water: Based on a True Story by Linda Sue Park Non-Fiction 

The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about two eleven-year-
olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her 
home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who 
cover the African continent on foot as they search for their families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from 
loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to 
intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 

Lexile: 720 

Twelfth Song of Thunder, Navajo Tradition Poetry 

The voice that beautifies the land! 
The voice above, 
The voice of thunder 
Within the dark cloud 
Again and again it sounds, 
The voice that beautifies the land. 
 
The voice that beautifies the land! 
The voice below, 
The voice of the grasshopper 
Among the plants 
Again and again it sounds, 
The voice that beautifies the land.  
Source: 
The Mountain Chant: A Navajo Ceremony 
(Forgotten Books, 2008) 

Lexile:  N/A 
CCSS Exemplar 

I, Too by Langston Hughes Poetry 

Explore patriotism from the perspective of an African American 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/177020  
 

Lexile:  N/A 
CCSS Exemplar 

Oranges by Gary Soto Poetry 

This descriptive vignette will appeal to adolescents.   
http://edhelper.com/poetry/Oranges_by_Gary_Soto.htm  
 

Lexile:  N/A 
CCSS Exemplar 

 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/177020
http://edhelper.com/poetry/Oranges_by_Gary_Soto.htm

