
 6th Grade Book Titles  Criteria 

They Broke the Law—You Be the Judge: True Cases of Teen Crime by Thomas A. Jacobs Informational text, 
Argumentation, 
Ethics 

Written by a juvenile court judge, this book details 21 cases ranging from truancy to auto theft. Following a description of 
events leading up to and including the crime itself, readers are given background about the individual, sentencing options, and 
questions to consider before sentencing, and then asked to make a decision about the case. Jacobs then explains his 
decision, asks for responses to it, and tells what later happened to the individual. Each case also includes a letter written by 
the teenager to Judge Jacobs. With the proliferation of courtroom shows on television, this book gives young people a more 
realistic look at the legal system designed for them. The author's compassion for those who appeared before him will also be 
eye-opening for many young people. "There may be an occasional detour, but more often than not, they get back on track. It's 
inspiring to see-." That, above all, will teach young people an important lesson. An unusual and thought-provoking treatment. 
Lynn Evarts 

Lexile: N/A 

D'Aulaires' Book of Greek Myths by Ingri d'Aulaire and Edgar Parin d'Aulaire Myths, Greek history 

No education is complete without a large slice of Greek mythology. And there's no better way of meeting that literary quota 
than with the D'Aulaires' book. All the great gods and goddesses of ancient Greece are depicted in this big, beautiful classic, 
lovingly illustrated and skillfully told. Young readers will be dazzled by mighty Zeus, lord of the universe; stirred by elegant 
Athena, goddess of wisdom; intimidated by powerful Hera, queen of Olympus; and chilled by moody Poseidon, ruler of the 
sea. These often impetuous immortals flounce and frolic, get indiscreet, and get even. From petty squabbles to heroic deeds, 
their actions cover the range of godly--and mortal--personalities. 

Lexile: 1070 

Among the Hidden (Shadow Children #1) by Margaret Peterson Haddix  Science Fiction 

Born third at a time when having more than two children per family is illegal and subject to seizure and punishment by the 
Population Police, Luke has spent all of his 12 years in hiding. His parents disobeyed once by having him and are determined 
not to do anything unlawful again. At first the woods around his family's farm are thick enough to conceal him when he plays 
and works outdoors, but when the government develops some of that land for housing, his world narrows to just the attic. 
Gazing through an air vent at new homes, he spies a child's face at a window after the family of four has already left for the 
day. Is it possible that he is not the only hidden child? Answering this question brings Luke greater danger than he has ever 
faced before, but also greater possibilities for some kind of life outside of the attic. This is a near future of shortages and 
deprivation where widespread famines have led to a totalitarian government that controls all aspects of its citizens' lives. When 
the boy secretly ventures outside the attic and meets the girl in the neighboring house, he learns that expressing divergent 
opinions openly can lead to tragedy. To what extent is he willing to defy the government in order to have a life worth living? As 
in Haddix's Running Out of Time (S & S, 1995), the loss of free will is the fundamental theme of an exciting and compelling 
story of one young person defying authority and the odds to make a difference. Readers will be captivated by Luke's 
predicament and his reactions to it. Susan L. Rodgers 

Lexile: 800 



Any Small Goodness: A Novel of the Barrio by Tony Johnston Realistic Fiction 

This novel set in East Los Angeles provides a glimpse of the daily life of an extended Mexican-American family rich in 
relationships, if not in material possessions. Rather than a linear plot, the vignettes introduce readers to 11-year-old Arturo's 
family, school life, neighborhood occurrences, and holiday celebrations. Spanish words and phrases are sprinkled throughout 
as are descriptions of mouth-watering dishes constantly prepared by the boy's Mami and Abuelita. The characters are likable 
and warm, even if the voice of Arturo seems to be a bit too adult for his years. The message is positive and the episodes, while 
occasionally serious, are more often humorous and gratifying. Sharon McNeil 

Lexile: 600 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls Historical Fiction 

Author Wilson Rawls spent his boyhood much like the character of this book, Billy Colman, roaming the Ozarks of northeastern 
Oklahoma with his bluetick hound. A straightforward, shoot-from-the-hip storyteller with a searingly honest voice, Rawls is well-
loved for this powerful 1961 classic and the award-winning novel Summer of the Monkeys. In Where the Red Fern Grows, Billy 
and his precious coonhound pups romp relentlessly through the Ozarks, trying to "tree" the elusive raccoon. In time, the 
inseparable trio wins the coveted gold cup in the annual coon-hunt contest, captures the wily ghost coon, and bravely fights 
with a mountain lion. When the victory over the mountain lion turns to tragedy, Billy grieves, but learns the beautiful old Native 
American legend of the sacred red fern that grows over the graves of his dogs. 

Lexile: 700 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis Historical Fiction 

The year is 1963, and self-important Byron Watson is the bane of his younger brother Kenny's existence. Constantly in trouble 
for one thing or another, from straightening his hair into a "conk" to lighting fires to freezing his lips to the mirror of the new 
family car, Byron finally pushes his family too far. Before this "official juvenile delinquent" can cut school or steal change one 
more time, Momma and Dad finally make good on their threat to send him to the deep south to spend the summer with his tiny, 
strict grandmother. Soon the whole family is packed up, ready to make the drive from Flint, Michigan, straight into one of the 
most chilling moments in America's history: the burning of the Sixteenth Avenue Baptist Church with four little girls inside. 
Christopher Paul Curtis's alternately hilarious and deeply moving novel, winner of the Newbery Honor and the Coretta Scott 
King Honor, blends the fictional account of an African American family with the factual events of the violent summer of 1963. 
Fourth grader Kenny is an innocent and sincere narrator; his ingenuousness lends authenticity to the story and invites readers 
of all ages into his world, even as it changes before his eyes. Curtis is also the acclaimed author of Bud, Not Buddy, winner of 
the Newbery Medal. (Ages 9 to 12) --Emilie Coulter 

Lexile: 1000 

Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott by Russell Freedman Non-Fiction, Ethics 

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks refused to move to the back of the bus and give up her seat to a white man. This refusal to 
give up her dignity sparked the Montgomery bus boycott, a yearlong struggle, and a major victory in the civil rights movement.  

Lexile: 1110  
CCSS Exemplar 

 Paul Revere’s Ride by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Poetry  

This is the tale of Paul Revere, as he rides through Boston and the surrounding areas warning the citizens of the coming of the 
British forces.    http://poetry.eserver.org/paul-revere.html  

Lexile:  N/A 
CCSS Exemplar 

http://poetry.eserver.org/paul-revere.html


 


